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BOOK X. 


T HE French detachment, which marched under the command of j 7^8. 

Saubinet, againft Trinomalee, were refitted with bravery by the 
kellidar appointed by Kiftnarow of Thiagar, who flood three aflaults, Septemb 
in the laft of which the French ftormed the pagoda, and with much 
fury put 500 men to the fword. This conqueft was gained on the 
10th of September, and on the 16th Mr. Soupire appeared with a 
large divifion of the army before Carangoly, which Murzafabeg not 
thinking tenable had left with a few troops to refift flight af- 
faults, and returned with the reft to defend Trivatore. Carangoly 
fubmitted on the firft fummons, and at the fame time another de¬ 
tachment under the command of the Chevalier de Crillon marched 
againft Trivatore, where Murzafabeg, with 300 horfe of his own, 
joined by as many belonging to the Nabob, from Arcot, and a body 
of Sepoys, met the enemy in the field, and where foon defeated and dif- 
perfed; in confequence of which Trivatore was re-taken without 
father refiftance. In the mean time Mr. Lally himfelf, with an 
efcort of horfe, vifited Alamparva, Gingee, Carangoly, Chittapet, 
and feveral minor pofts, and then came to Vandiwafh, where all the 
detachments had aflemblcd from their different expeditions. Here he 
was joined by Mr. Butty, who, leaving the troops which he ha< I b rough t 
from the northward to the conduct of Moracin at Nelorc, had patted 
from hence with his private retinue, under rhe fafeguard of a paff- 
pprt granted by the prefidency of Madrafs. From Vandiwafh Mr. 

Lally detached the Count D’Eftaign with a part of the army to re- 
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1758. duce the fort of Arcot, to whom Timery furrendered in the way 
October without refiftance; and before he arrived at Arcot, Rajahfaheb had 
fucceeded in a negotiation with the Nabob’s kellidar to deliver up the 
fort on an infignificant capitulation. Mr. Lally, thinking that the tak¬ 
ing poffeffion of the citadel of the cajjital would magnify his reputa¬ 
tion in the province, refolved to receive the furrender in perfbn, and 
made his entry into the fort on the 4th of OClober, under the dis¬ 
charge of all the cannon; and difpatched orders to Pondicherry 
and the other French garrifons to proclaim the acquifition with the 
fame oftentation. 

The Prefidency of Madrafs faw in thefe operations nothing but 
what they expected would have happened immediately after the fall of 
Fort St. David; and the prelervation of Chinglapet, if in their power, 
gave them more Solicitude, than the abandoning of all the other 
forts together, which the inferiority of their force had left them no 
means of preferving. At the requeft of the renter of Chinglapet, they 
had fent two companies of Sepoys to guard this fort, whilft his own 
men with arms were employed in protecting the harvefts, and the 
fame number of Sepoys were fent at the fame time to garrifon 
Gonjeveram. Towards the end of Augufl a lieutenant was ap¬ 
pointed to command thofe in Chinglapet, and carried with him an¬ 
other company. On the 14th of September arived the company’s 
fhip Pitt, of 50 guns.: the failed from England on the 6th of March 
together with fix others, under' the convoy of the Grafton of 70, 
and the Sunderland of 60 gups, coming to reinforce Mr. Pococke’s 
Squadron: on board of thefe fhips were embarked 900 men of the king’s 
troops, embodied in a regiment under the command of lieu tenant colo¬ 
nel Draper, who with major Brereton, and iooofthe regiment, arrived 
and landed from on board the Pitt, but 50 had died on the paffage of a 
contagion, then called the Breft fever, which had patted during the war 
from the French marine into many Englifh fhips. The troops which 
came in the Pitt, and the expectation that the other fhips with the 
reft would arrive before the change of the monfoon, encouraged 
the Prefidency to fend four companies more of Sepoys to Ching- 
jbipet: this reinforcement flopped die march of a confiderable de- 
, tachment, 
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tachment, which had fet out on the 19th from Carangoly to attack 1758. 
that place, where, immediately after, arrived the two companies of 
Sepoys from Conjeveram, retreating a9 foon as Trivatore was re¬ 
duced. The garrilbn, now confifting of nine companies, was deemed 
almoft liifficient to maintain the fort, until relieved from Madrafs; 
and captain Richard Smith was appointed to take the command, and 
with him were fent two commiffioned officers, a ferjeant, a cor¬ 
poral, and 12 European gunners, and two field-pieces; fo that the 
whole number of Europeans, including the lerjeants of the Sepoys, 
were thirty cholen men, and captain Smith was ordered to defend 
the fort at all events and extremities. On the 25th, the fquadrcn 
commanded by Mr. Pococke anchored in the road, having executed 
a fecret commiffiou which had detained him all this while to the 
fonthward, and had given rile to a variety of erroneous reports and 
conjectures. The Prelidency on the 25th of Auguft had finally re¬ 
folded to recall Major Calliaud from Tritchinopoly, with all the 
European foldiers and Coffiees in the garrilbn, excepting fuch as 
were in the fervice of the artillery, or annexed to the Sepoys. Cal¬ 
liaud, juft as he was ready to march, received intelligence on the 
5th of September, that a very large fleet of Englifh (hips were arrived 
at Anjengo there; which, although doubtful, required him to fufpend 
his departure until more certain advices, which he received on the 
15th, and the next day began his march with 1 80 Europeans and so 
Coffrees, leaving, according to his inftruclions, the command of the 
garrilbn, in which were now included the 2000 Sepoys brought by 
Mahomed IlToof from Tinivelly, to captain Jofeph Smith. The 
detachment marching through the Tanjore country met every kind 
of affiftance in their way, and on the 23d embarked from Nesa- 
patam on board the fquadron,which arrived two days after at Madrals. 

This reinforcement increafed the means of protecting Chinglapef; 
and four more field-pieces, with a complement of Lafcars to work 
them, were fent thither on the 2d of October. 

Mr. Lally at length faw the importance of this place, which, 20 
days before, he might have taken by efcalade in open dav, and refolved 
to march againft it with his whole rorce as foon as he had fettled fome 
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arrangements in the government of Arcot, and the adjacent countries. 
In the mean time his communication with Chinglapet was opened! by 
the pofleflion of Covrepauk and Conjeveram, which his detachments 
found evacuated. But his late acquifitions had not hitherto reimburfed 
the expences of the field, nor eftablifhed his credit to borrow: fo 
that his treafury could barely fupply the pay of the foldiers, and 
could not provide the other means of putting the army in motion, 
and all that the government of Pondicherry could immediately fur- 
nidi was 10,000 rupees: pretending therefore much indignation at 
this difappointment, he diflributed the troops into various canton¬ 
ments, and returned himfelf, accompanied by Mr. Bufly, to Pondi¬ 
cherry, where as ufual he imputed the failure of his intentions againft 
Chinglapet to the mifmanagements of the Company’s adminiftration. 
Notwithftanding his deep animofity to Mr. Bufly, refpedt to the dif- 
tinguifhed character of this officer confined Mr. Lally to the obfer- 
vances of public civility; which impofed on no one, as he had ftill 
more publickly exprefled his real opinions. The" rank which Mr. 
Bufly held at this time was only that of lieutenant colonel; and 
befides Mr. Soupire, who was a major general, fix of the officers ar¬ 
rived from France were colonels, who of courle muft command 
him on all fervices when acting together. The colonels, fenfible 
of the advantages which might be derived from his abilities, and his 
experience and reputation in the country, and how much the op¬ 
portunities would be precluded by the prefent inferiority of his 
rank, figned a declaration, requefting, on thefe confiderations, that 
he might be appointed a Brigadier General, in fuperfeflion to them- 
felves, which would place him next in command to Mr. Soupire. 
The public zeal which dilated this requeft, conferred as much 
honour on thofe who made it, as their teftimony on Mr. Bufly. 
Their names, highly worthy of record on this occafion, were moftly 
of ancient and noble defcent; D’Eftaign, de Landivifiau, de la Faire, 
Bretueil, Verdiere, and Crillon. Mr. Lally could make no objection, 
but with his ufual afperity imputed the compliment to the influence 
of Mr. Bufly’s money, inftead of his reputation. 


The 
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The approach of the ftormy monfoon warned the Englilh fquadron 
to quit the coaft; and Mr. Pococke, as on all other occafions of con- 
lequence, confulted the Prefidency on the iecurity of Madrafs dur¬ 
ing his abfence. They were of opinion that the enemy, if at all, 
would not attack the town before the rains had ceafed, which gene¬ 
rally happens about the end of November, and had no doubt of de¬ 
fending it until reinforcements fhould arrive, or the fquadron return. 
But as the latenels of the feafon might deter the fhips expetted from 
England from venturing on the coaft until the month of January, 
they requefted Mr. Pococke to lend the marines of the fquadron; with 
which he complied without hefitation. One hundred men were 
landed, and on the 11 th the fquadron weighed anchor and failed 
for Bombay. 

Mr. Moracin, having purpofely waited at Nelore until the end 
of September, then began his march with the detachment left to his 
care by Mr. Buffy, and was accompanied by Nazeabulla with the 
troops of his government: proceeding through the woods and' moun¬ 
tains of Bangar Yatcham Naigue, they arrived at the pagoda of 
Tripetty on the 5th of October, the day on which the great annual 
feaft began; which lafts 25 days. They were here joined by Abdul- 
wahab Cawn, with his troops from Chandergherry: they gave no 
difturbance to the pilgrims, but fiimmoned the renter to difmifs his 
guards and deliver up the avenues, who, not having a force fufficient 
to make any effeftual Oppofition, made propolals to rent the reve¬ 
nue of this, and the enluing feafts, from the French, on the fame 
terms as he had hitherto held them from the Englilh government, 
and tendered a fum in hand, which Moracin accepted, and confirmed 
him in the employment. Then leaving a part of his detachment to 
guard this valuable acquifition, he proceeded on the 16th with the 
reft and the troops of Nazeabulla, to Arcot, through the country of 
Bomrauze, who, inftead of oppofing their paffage, paid them a vifit. 
But Abdulwahab, much offended that the management of the pago¬ 
da, which had lb long been the object of his willies, was not Granted 
to himfelf, retired with his troops to Chandergherry. Nazeabulla 

and 
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and Moracin arrived at Arcot on the 12th, and leaving their troops 
there went on to attend Mr. Lally at Pondicherry. 

The deliflance of Mr. Lally from marching again 0 : Chiaglapet 
after the reduftion of Arcot, gave the Prefidency of Madrafs encou¬ 
ragement and opportunity to ftrengthen that place more effeftually. 
The partisan Murzafabeg, having, lince the French fuccefles, no 
employment for the troops he had levied, had brought the beft of 
them, 70 horl'e and 200 Sepoys, to Chinglapet, where they were 
taken into the Company’s pay; and on the 30th of October it was 
determined to increaie the garrifon to 100 Europeans, and 1200 
Sepoys, to fend feveral pieces of battering cannon, to lay-in three 
months provilions, and to repair the works. At the lame time 
Captain Smith was recalled to Madrafs, to ferve in his former em¬ 
ployment of aid-de-camp to Colonel Lawrence, and Captain Prefton 
was lent to take the command of Chinglapet, which illnefs had 
obliged him to quit. Before his arrival Captain R. Smith had de¬ 
tached Murzafabeg on the 29th, with four companies of Sepoys, 
and lome of the horie, to diflodge a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, 
w ho had taken port in the village of Polipore, fituated about two 
miles from the other fide of the Paliar; Murzafabeg attacked them 
at day-break, killed and wounded 20, difperfed the reft, and gathered 
60 of their mulkets, which they had thrown down in their flight. 

The arrival of a veffel at Pondicherry on the 18th, from Mau¬ 
ritius, which brought treafure, together with 100,000 rupees, 
brought by Mr. Moracin from Tripetti, enabled Mr. Lally to put 
the French troops into motion again: and, as the fymptoms of 
the rainy feafon hung back even at the end of the month, parties 
bepan to affemble at Carangoly, Salawauk, and Conjeveram, and Mr. 
Lally himfelf came from Pondicherry to Vandivvafti. On the 2d 
of November 250 Europeans, 100 troopers, with tome black horie 
and Sepoys, marched from Salawauk, and took port again at Poli¬ 
pore, where they were joined on the 5th by 400 more Europeans, 
with feveral pieces of battering cannon, and a mortar: intelligence 
of which came to Madrafs the next day, a few hours after the 
laft convov of Applies had fet out for Chinglapet; and as the 

main- 
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maintenance of this place depended on the arrival of thefe fup- 1758. 
plies, it was refolved that [200 Europeans and 1800 Sepoys, by far 
the greatefl part of the garrifon of Madrafs, fhould immediately take 
the field to cover them; of which one half, under the command of 
Lieutenant-colonel Draper, were to advance as far as Vendalore, 

'within 10 miles of Chinglapet; whilft the other, with Colonel Law¬ 
rence, were to halt at St. Thomas’s mount, ready to fupport Dra¬ 
per’s diviiion: they marched on the 7th in the morning; and the 
news flopped the French troops at Polipore from crofting the river, 
and the march of a detachment advancing from Conjeveram under the 
command of Saubinet, both intending to intercept the convoy; which 
got fafe into Chinglapet on the evening of the ninth. Colonel Draper 
continued at Vendalore until the nth, when he received fome in¬ 
telligence of the approach of the whole of the enemy’s army, on 
which he marched back with his diviiion, and joined that with 
Colonel Lawrence at the mount. 

Every day had proved the good effefts of re-eftablifhing the pof- 
feffion of Chinglapet; for, under the prote&ion of this barrier, the 
country behind, which is more exteniive than the diitriils protected 
by Pondomalee and TripaiTour, continued to furniih Madrafs with 
daily fupplies of all kinds of provifions and neceffaries, by which 
the flock laid up in ftore to fuflain the impending fiege was laved; 
and to preierve this benefit as long as poffible, the troops which had 
been lent abroad with Draper and Lawrence were ordered to remain 
encamped at the Mount until the lalt hour which might endanger 
the fafety of their retreat to the town; after which, as the beft of 
external means to protraCl the fiege when commenced, it was de¬ 
termined to have a body of troops in the field diflinct from thole 
already belonging to the garrifon, which, if nothing more, were to 
be continually employed in haraffing the enemy’s convoys of florcs 
and provifions. Accordingly a contrail, which had for fome months 
been under difeuffion, was concluded with the agent of Morarirow 
for the lervice of 2000 Morattoe horle, of which 500 were to ar¬ 
rive in 25 days, and the reft in 45; but as no fureties were received, 
the punctuality of this alii fiance could not be relied on. The pre¬ 
sidency, therefore, as a furer reiource, ordered the commandant Ma- 
Vol. If. 3 B homed 
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homed Jffoof to take the field with 2000 of theiroWn Sepoys front 
the garrifon of Tritchinopoly; and requefted the king of Taryore- 
to join this body with 1000 of his horfe, and the Polygar Tondi- 
man, and even the diftant Moravars, with the beft of their troops^, 
for whom, however, Mahomed Iflbofwas not to wait; and, in cafe, 
none of theft allies arrivedin time, he was empowered to enlift 500- 
good horfe if to be found in his march. The Nabob ftill maintained 
300 horfe, part of whom attended his perfon at St.. Thome, and-, 
the reft were difperl'ed in the adjacent diftrids, who on the receipt 
of feme money joined the army at the Mount; to which all the-. 
Polygars to the northward of Madrafs were likewile commanded to. 
fend their troops;, but none came: and the Partizan'Murzafabeg, 
having been refufed an mcreafe of pay which he demanded in this, 
hour of neceflity, went off in the night with his 70 horfe and. feme, 
of his Sepoys, and took fervfee with the French army at Conjeverarm. 

The troops, of whofe approach L.-Colonel Draper had received, 
intelligence, were 500 irregular Sepoys, under the command of an 
active adventurer named Lambert, with part of the horfe levied by- 
Raj ahl'aheb, who had been fent forward to plunder and terrify the 
country. They crofted the Paliar, and on the 15th, appeared before 
Tripaftbur, and attacked the pettah, but were repulfed at the hedge 
which furrounds it, with the lofs of 20 men, by the Peons of the 
renter, and the two companies of Sepoys ftationed in the. fort. 

But the French army were not in fuch rcadinefs as the Englifh; 
imagined to commence the fiege of Madrafs. All the draught, 
bullocks which Pondieherry had been able to colled were not fuf- 
ficient to tranfport one half of the heavy artillery neceffary for the. 
attack; and the greateft part of the train, with many other ftores,. 
had been laden a month before on the Harlem taken from the 
Dutch, which fhip failed acrofs the hay, in order to work to the 
northward on the other fide, when Ihe was. to ftretch acrofs again 
and fall in with Malulipatam, where Ihe was to receive more cannon 
and ftores, and then come down the coaft to Madrafs. The time 
was elapfed in which a well-failing vefiel might have made this pal- 
fege, and without news of the Harlem; and on this difappointment 

Mr. Lally 
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Mr. Lally ordered another {lore of artillery, which had been de- 
pofited at Alamparva, to be ffiipped on two frigates, the Diligence 
and the Expedition, which were in the road of Pondicherry, but 
Jaden for other voyages ; lb that it would, require a month before 
they could get this artillery on board, and work up againft the wind 
and current to Madrais. However, the French army might have 
advanced many day's before, if they had not been in want of many 
other articles, which, although of much more minute detail, were 
equally of abfolute neceliity. As foon as thefe were fupplied, the 
fir ft divifion moved from Conjeveram on the 19th; but Mr. Lally 
being very ill, had detained the referve until the 22a, when the 
great body of the monfoon rain fell with the utmoft violence, and 
laded without intermiliion for three days: the troops abroad, warned 
by the Iky, were on their march back to Conjeveram when the rain 
began, but neverthelels gained their way with much difficulty and 
diitreis, and after it had ceafed, the furface of the country continued 
impalTable for feveral days. 

Whilit the collected force of both nations in the Carnatic were 
thus waiting the impending conflidi, each were equallyfolicitous con¬ 
cerning the fuccefs of the armament lent from Bengal into the north¬ 
ern provinces. Mr. Johnftone, who had been fent from Calcutta to 
concert preparations with the Rajah Anunderauze, arrived on the 
12th of September at Vizagapatam, of which the Rajah’s officers 
there immediately put him in poffeffion, as the Company’s repre- 
fentative. The Rajah himfelf was encamped with his forces at Co1- 
fimcotah, a fort 20 miles to the weft of Vizagapatam, and 15 inland 
from the fea. His letter to Mr. Johnftone expreffed much fatif- 
fadtion that the Englifh troops were coming, but fignified his in¬ 
tention not to furnifh any money towards their expences. Tem- 
peftnous weather from the fouth delayed the arrival of the ihips and 
velFels with Colonel Forde until the 20th of Odtober. As loon as 
the diiembarkation was made, two of the Company’s Ihips were lent 
back to Bengal; but the other, the Hardwicke, and the two Hoops, 
remained to attend the progrels of the expedition. The troops moved 
from Vizagapatam on the aft of November, and on the third joined 
3 a 2 the 
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fk the Rajah and his army at Coflimcotah, from whence it was deter- 
iikr. tmined to march again ft Rajahmundrum, w here Mr. Cenflans had 
collected the French troops from all parts, and they were already 
advancing to attack the Rajah; but, on hearing that the Englifh 
troops were in motion to join him, they halted and encamped. 

Mr. Johnflonc had difpatdied the iloop in which he came, with 
advices to Madrai's of his reception at Vizagapatam;. on which they 
immediately lent away Mr. Andrews,, with fevcral aff.iian.ts, to re- 
eftabhfh. the faflory under their own authority, on which the fettle- 
ment had always been dependent: They likewiie lent Captain Cal- 
lendar,, an officer on the Madrai's eftablifhment, to act as fecond 
under Colonel Forde. The vefifcl which brought them arrived at Vi¬ 
zagapatam on the 21it of November; and Andrews with Callendar 
immediately went to the- camp, which, by long baits and fhort 
inarches, had not yet advanced 30 miles beyond Colfimcotah. Various 
excufes were employed by the Rajah to extenuate this delay; but the 
real caufe was his repugnance to furnifh the money which Colonel 
Forde demanded, who was not a little offended at his evafions. Mr. 
Andrews, who, having been chief of Madapollam, had long been 
perfonally known to the Rajah, adjufte.d their differences by a treaty, 
which ftipulated, “that all plunder fhould be equally divided; that 
“ all the countries which might be conquered fhould he delivered 
“ to the Rajah, who was to collect the revenues; but that the fea- 
“ ports and towns at the mouths of the rivers fhould belong to the 
“ company, with the revenues of the diflricls annexed to them; that 
“ no treaty for the difpofal or reftitution, whether of the Rajah’s or 
“ the Englifh poffeffions, fhould be made without the confent of 
“ both parties; that the Rajah fhould fupply 50,000 rupees a month. 
“ for the expences of the army, and' 6000, to commence from their 
“ arrival at Vizagapatam, for the particular expences of the officers.” 
He held out likewife other proposals of future alliance, which he had 
not yet authority to ratify. 

The united forces now moved in earned, and on the 3d of De¬ 
cember came in fight of the enemy, who were encamped +0 miles on 
this fide of Rajahmundrum, in a ft rang filiation winchcommanded 

the 
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the high road, near a village called Gallapool, and in fight of a fort 1758. 
called Peddipore. They had 500 Europeans, many more pieces of 
cannon than they could ufe at once, a great number of the troops 
©f the country, of which 500 were horfe, and. 6000 Sepoys. Of the 
Englilh force embarked from Bengal, only 30 Europeans and a few 
Sepoys were wanting, who had been left lick at Vizagapatam ; fo 
that there were in the field.470 Europeans, and 1900 Sepoys. The 
Rajah had 500 paltry horfe, and 5000 foot, l'ome with aukward fire¬ 
arms, the reft with pikes atid bows: but he had collected 40 Euro¬ 
peans, who managed four field-pieces under the command of Mr. 

Briftol; befides which his own troops had feme ulelefs cannon. On 
the 6th, the Englilh and the Rajah’s army advanced and took pof- 
felfion of a village called Chambole, on the high road likewile, 
within four miles of the enemy, when each deemed the iituation of 
the other too ftrong to be attacked: on which Colonel Forde, as the 
only means to draw the enemy from theirs to a general action, re- 
folved to march round and regain the road to Rajahmundrum in their 
rear, by palling under the hills to their left, where the enemy could 
not derive much advantage from, their horfe. The Rajah approved 
and on the 9th, at four in the morning, the Englilh troops were 
in motion; but the Rajah’s with their ufual indolence not prepared. 
to march. Near the-foot of the hills, about three miles to the right 
of the village of Chambole, was another called Condore, to gain, 
which, the Englilh troops having filed from the right, were in 
march, when, at day-break, they heard a ftrong cannonade towards 
the Rajah’s camp. It was from 6 guns, which Mr. Conflans, igno¬ 
rant of Colonel horde’s march, had fent on in the night, under the 
guidance of an intelligent deferter, who had noticed a fpot that bore 
upon the camp; and Mr. Conflans was-following to fupport them with 
Ms whole army and the. reft of Ms field-artillery.. The Rajah fent 
mefihges after mefla^s, which met the Englilh troops returning to his 
relief; and Ms owu, quickened by the danger, were removing as faft 
as they could out' of the reach.of itand having, in much confufion, 
pitted the Englifti, continued marching on with them to the village 
€&B& 3 %whsxe all arrayed at. eight o’clock. The enemy, although 
, j frona 
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from long diftances, continued to cannonade whilft any' of th6f 
ir. or. the: Rajah’s troops remained within probable reach. 

When arrived at the village of Condore, the army was juft as fas' 
as before from the French encampment at Gallapole, but with better 
ground between, and village midway, which would afford a ftroilg 
advanced poft. Mr. Conflans imagined that the Englifh troop; had 
marched ■ from ‘their encampment to Condore, in order from hence 
to take poffeftion of this village, and in this perfuafion crofted the 
plain to prevent them, with his whole army, and fuccecdetl in his 
wifh without interruption; for Colonel Fordo remained halting at 
Condore, to regulate his future motions by the enemy’s. Mr. Con- 
flans imputed this inaction to a confcioulnefs of inferiority, and now" 
imagined that the Englifh intended to march back to their encamp¬ 
ment at Chambole, to prevent which; he formed his line, and ad¬ 
vanced in much hafte, and little order. 

The French battalion of Europeans was in the centre of the line, 
with 13 field-pieces, divided oh their flanks, the hdrfe, 500, were on 
the left of the battalion ; 3000 Sepoys formed the l ight wing, and 
the fame number the left, and with each wing were five or fix 
pieces of cumbrous cannon. The Englifh army drew up with 
their Europeans in the centre, the fix field-pieces divided on 
their flanks; the x 800 Sepoys were' likewife equally divided on 
the wings. Colonel Fortle placed no reliance on the Rajah’s in¬ 
fantry or horfe, and ordered them to form aloof, and extend on 
each flank of the Sepoys : all this rabble kept behind, but the rene¬ 
gade Europeans under, Briftol, who managed the four field-pieces 
belonging to the Rajah, advanced, and formed with the divifion of 
artillery on the left of the'Englifh battalion. The line having had 
time, were in exaft order, ahd had advanced a mile in front of the 
village of Condore, during which, the enemy cahhoiiaded hofly from 
.all their guns. At length the impetuofity of the!enemy’s approach, 
who came on, out-marching their cannon, obliged' the Englifh line 
to halt for a&ion; and it chanced that the whole of their bat¬ 
talion flopped near and oppofite to a field of Indian cdtn, . which 
was grown fo tall that it entirely intercepted thernffcJm tKrehemy; - ' 

hut 
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but the Se'poys pn the' wings were free in the plain on each hand. 1758- 
For what realon <ja hot 'known, Colonel Forde had ordered his Sepoys 
to furl their cOl.Qtil'8, which, belides the principal flag, are feveral 
imall banners to a company, and to let them lay on the ground 
during the action. 

The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s wings greatly outftretched 
the wings of the Englifh line, and came on each in a curve to 
gain their flanks; the French battalion in the centre, inftead of ad¬ 
vancing parallel to where by the wings they might judge the centre 
of the Eugliih line .would be, inclined obliquely to the right, which 
brought them beyond the field of Indian corn, oppoiite to the Englilh 
Sepoys on the left wing; whom from their red jackets, and the 
want of their ufual banners, they from the firit approach miftook 
for the Enghili battalion; refipedting them as fuch, they halted to 
drefs their ranks before they engaged, and then began to fire in 
platoons advancing, but at the difiance of 200 yards. Neverthelefs, 
this, was fiifficient; for the Sepoys, feeing themfelves attacked w ith¬ 
out cover by Europeans in front, and the horfe and multitude of the 
enemy’s Sepoys, gaining their rear, or coming down on their flank, 
lcarcely preferred courage to give their fire, hurried,.fcattered, and. 
without command; and then immediately broke, and ran avvav to 
lhelter themfelves in the village of Chambole, and were followed by the 
neareft of the enemy’s horfe. This fuccefs was greater than even the 
confidence of the enemy expended; and feveral platoons of the French 
battalion were fetting off to purfue them likewife, when they faw a 
line of men with fliouldered arms marching fafi and firm from be¬ 
hind the field of Indian corn acrofs their way, to occupy the ground 
which the Sepoys had abandoned. 

Colonel Forde had been with the Sepoys before their fifel-it, en¬ 
couraging them to refolution ; but few, by the ufual fymptoms of 
trepidation, that they would not ftand the (bock, which prepared 
him to order the judicious movement, which the officers were now 
performing with fo much fleadmefs and fpirit. Captain Adnet 
commanding on the left, led the line, and as foon as the laft files 
were gp.t clear of the corn, the word was given, when the whole 

H ' halted. 
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58^ 'halted, and faced at once, in full front of the enemy. This mo&sa 
iiibcr. ^ vas quickly executed; for the foremoft man had not more fhaa 30® 
yards to march, and the £ old-pieces were left behind. During this 
fhort interval, the French battalion were endeavouring with mttch 
buftlc to get into order agaiirt for fame of their platoons had advanced 
a confiderable diftance before others; and thus the fire of the En<difh 
line commenced before the enemy’s was ready; it wa9 given in di¬ 
vifions, that is, the whole battalion divided into five, and began from 
Captain Adnet’s on the left, which was within plftol Ihot, and brought 
down half the.enemy’s grenadiers; the fire ran on, arid before the time 
Came for Adnet’s divifion to repeat theirs, the whole of the enemy’s 
line were in confufion, and went about running faft to regain their 
guns, which they had left half a mile behind them on the plain. 

The ardour of the Engliih battalion topurfue was fo great, fhgfr 
Colonel Forde judged it beft to indulge it in the inftant, although 
not certain of the fuccefs of the Sepoys on the right, but concluding 
that the enemy’s Sepoys who were to attack them, would not con¬ 
tinue long, if they faw their Europeans completely routed. The 
order was given for the battalion to march on in following divifions, 
the left leading. Nothing could raprefs their eagernefs. All marched 
too fall to keep their rank, excepting the fourth divifion commanded 
by Captain Yorke, who to have a referve for the whole battalion, if 
broken, as the enemy had been, by their own impetuofity, obliged his 
men to advance in ftrict order. The French battalion rallied at their 
guns, which were 13 in number, fpread in different brigades, or fets 
as they chanced to ftand when left by the troops advancing to the 
aftion. This artillery began to fire as foon as the ground was clear 
,of their own troops, and killed l'ome men, which only quickened 
the approach of the divifions to dole in with the guns, of which 
•feveral fired, when the fir ft divifion was within piftol Ihot, and Adnex 
fell mortally wounded; but his men rufhing on drove the enemy 
from the o-uns they attacked, and the other divifions following with 
the fame fpirit, obliged them to abandon all the others. 

The day, if not completely vi&orious, was at leaft fecured 
from reverie by the poffeffion of all the enemy's field artillery fit 
•* for 
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for quick firing; but their camp, to which they were retiring, Rill i 75^- 
remained to be attacked; and Colonel Forde halted until joined by December, 
his Sepoys, and, if they would come, by the Rajah’s troops. 

The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s right wing were in their turn 
panic-ftruck by the fire of the Englilh battalion routing their own, 
and all turned to gain the rear of the guns, keeping aloof to the left 
of the Englilh divifions; and then went olt again with the French 
battalion to the camp. Their left wing of Sepoys behated better, 
advancing to the ul'e of mulketry againft.the Englilh Sepoys of the 
left, with whom the battalion, when filing off" to oppofe the French, 
left the three field-pieces of their right; and the Sepovs, encou¬ 
raged by this alfiftance, the ardour of the Europeans marching off. 
and the lpirit of their own commander Captain Knox, maintained 
their ground, facing and firing in various direftions behind the 
banks of the rice fields, in which they had drawn up. The enemy’s 
wing neverthelels continued the dilfant fire, until they faw their 
battalion of Europeans quitting their guns, and the Sepoys and horfe 
of the right retreating with them to the camp; when they went off 
likewile; firetching round to the left of the Englilh battalion halting 
at the guns, and keeping out of their reach. Captain Knox then ad¬ 
vanced to join the battalion with his own Sepoys, and the fix field- 
pieces, and had collected moft of the fugitives of the other wing. Mef- 
fages had been continually fent to the Rajah’s horfe to advance, but 
they could not be prevailed upon to quit the Ihelter of a large tank, at 
this time dry, in which they, his foot, and himfelf in the midft of 
them, had remained cowering from the beginning of the action. 

As foon as the Sepoys joined, and all the necefiary difpofitions 
were made, which took an hour, Colonel Forde advanced to at¬ 
tack the enemy’s camp ; but, not to retard the march, left 
the field-pieces to follow. A deep hollow way palled along the 
Ikirt of the camp, behind which appeared a confiderable number of 
Europeans regularly drawn up, as if to defend the paflage of the 
hollow way, and feveral Ihot were fired from heavy cannon planted 
to defend the approach. Juft as the Englilh troops came near, and 
the firR divifion of the Europeans Rept out to give their fire, the 
VoL.II. 3 c " field- 
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1758. field-pieces were arrived within fhot; on which all the ets&asy went 
coSmbcr. to t ^ ie figl 1 t-aliout, abandoned their camp, and retreated, feeaMgly 
every man as he lifled, in the utmoft confufion; but the EnglMh 
battalion eroding after them, many threw down their arms, and 
iimeuclered themielves priloners. Mr. Conflans had previoufiy femfc 
away four of the fmalleft field-pieces ; and the money of the mi¬ 
litary cheft, laden for expedition on two camels. The fpoil of the 
field and camp was 30 pieces of cannon, moft of which were 
brafis; 50 tumbrels, and other carriages laden with ammunition; 
feven mortars from thirteen to eight inches, with a large provifion 
of fhells; 1000 draught bullocks, and all the tents of the French 
battalion. Three of their officers were killed in the field, and 
three died of their wounds the fame evening; 70 of their rank 
and file were likewife killed, or mortally wounded : fix officers and 
50 rank and file were taken prifoners, and the fame number of 
wounded were fuppofed to have efcaped. Of the Englifh battalion. 
Captain Adnet and 15 rank and file, were killed; Mr. Macguire, the 
pay-mafter, and Mr. Johnftone, the commiflary, who joined the 
grenadiers, two officers, and 20 of the rank and file, were wounded; 
the Sepoys had 100 killed and more wounded. No victory could be 
more complete. Mr. Conflans, the commander of the French army, 
changing horfes, arrived on the full gallop at Rajahmundrum before 
midnight, although the diftance is 40 miles from the field on which 
the battle was loft ; the troops took various routs, but moft of them 
towards Rajahmundrum. 

The cavalry of Anunderauze, although incapable of fighting, 
were very a&ive as fcouts to obferve the flying enemy, and the con¬ 
currence of their reports determined Colonel Forde to fend forward 
500 Sepoys, which in the army were ranked the firft battalion of 
thefe troops, under the command of Captain Knox. They were in 
march at five in the afternoon. The next day intelligence was re¬ 
ceived that many of the enemy’s Europeans, and fome of their black 
fugitives, had flopped at Rajahmundrum ; on which 1000 more 
Sepoys were fent to join thofe with Captain Knox ; and the whole, 
now 1500, arrived there at break of day on the 10th. 


This 
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This city, the capital of the province, is iituated on the eaftern bank 1758. 

of the Godaveri, 40 miles from the fea. In the middle of the town, Dumber, 
and near the river, Hands a large fort, with mud walls of little de¬ 
fence. The French troops, having loft all their beft cannon, would 
not truft to thole in the fort, and report had reprefented the Englilh 
Sepoys as the whole army, the Rajah’s and all, in full purfuit; and 
in this perfuafion they had begun to crofs the river at midnight. 

Fifteen Europeans, with all the ftores, baggage, and bullocks, which 
had efcaped from the battle, had not yet embarked, and were imme¬ 
diately feized ; a boat loaded with many more Europeans was in the 
ftream ; and four fmall field-pieces, with a thirteen-inch mortar of 
brafs taken out of the fort, had juft reached the other Ihore when 
the Englilh Sepoys arrived, who fired for half an hour, as well with 
their mulkets as from the cannon of the fort, upon the boat and the 
oppolite Ihore, which deterred the enemy from carrying off the field- 
pieces and mortar, or from remaining near them; and a party of 
Sepoys crofting the river in boats, brought them back the lame day 
without moleftation : a large quantity of ammunition and military 
ftores, laid up for the French army, was taken in the fort. 

Colonel Forde, with the reft of the Englilh forces, arrived at Ra- 
jahmundrum the next day; but the Rajah, with his, remained at 
Peddipoor, performing the ceremony of burying’the few of his people 
which had chanced to be killed by the ftraggling Ihot of the fight. 

The Hardwicke, and the two Hoops, were at anchor on the coaft forne 
leagues above the field of battle, which is about 10 miles from the 
fea; and the day after the victory they failed to cruize on the enemy’s 
vefiels between Malulipatam and their factories on the Godaveri: 
and a few days after the lhip Thames was difpatched from Vizaga- 
patam, fully laden with provifions, to Madrafs. 

The delay of every day which had retarded Mr. Lally from ad¬ 
vancing againft Madrafs was an advantage gained; Captain Jofeph 
Smith commanding in Tritchinopoly, as foon as he received die 
orders of the Prefidency, equipped 2000 Sepoys from his garrifon, 
and delivered them, wuth two fmall field-pieces, to the command of 
Mahomed Ifloof, who crofted the Coleroon w'ith this force on the 
3 C 2 a : ft 
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21ft of November, without waiting for the troops of the allies, 
•'•hole afti fiance the I’rclidency had requefted. 'J he polygar Toridi- 
11 iii!i ".ave ailuranees, and was really collecting tome, but the Mo- 
r;o cr had returned no anhver, and tlie king of 'Fanjore had expref- 
Jed himleli" in /bell equivocal terms, that the prdidency refolved to 
tend Major Calliaud, in whom the king had confidence, to convince 
him of the impolicy of his indifference : accordingly this officer 
embarked on the 30th in a common malfoolah, intending to laud 
at Tranqucbar. 

The French army moved again from Conjeveram on the 29th of 
November, advancing on the high road towards Madrafs: but-a 
large detachment, under the command of Mr. Soupire, proceeded along 
the bank of the Paliar, with orders to halt between the river and 
Chinglapct. On the liune day the partizan Lambert, with his troops 
and two fmall field-pieces, attacked the pettah of Pondomalee, which 
the Enfign, Crowley, attempted to defend, but was driven into the 
fort with the lofs of 30 or 40 of his Sepoys killed and wounded, 
and two of their lerjeants, Europeans, were made prifeners. On the 
/, th of December, Mr. Tally reconnoitred the fort of Chinglapet in 
perfon, within muiket-ihot; and, contrary to the found rules of war, 
and perhaps his own conviction, determined to leave it in his rear. 
On the 7th, the whole army halted at Vendaloor, and Lambert’s 
party appeared in fight of the Mount, where the Englilh army had 
been reinforced with 400 more Europeans from the town, being all 
that remained, excepting the invalids and artillery: 300 had been 
polled, a mile and half in the rear of the main camp, at Sidapet or 
the little Mount, to guard the bridge and ford over the river of St. 
Thome ; but on the night after the appearance of Lambert’s party, 
tliefc troops were fent back to the town, and the fame number were 
detached to fupply their place from the camp; for Colonel Lawrence 
had no intention to rilk a general ad ion. In the afternoon of the 9th, 
a conliderable body of the enemy appeared in fight of the Mount; 
but Mr. Tally had left his camp Handing at Vendaloor, of which 
Colonel Lawrence received intelligence, and regarded this appear¬ 
ance of not moving far from it, as a feint to cover the intention of 

a forced 
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a forced march in the night, higher up, acrofs the river of St. 1758. 
Thome, which might bring the French army before morning be- D^Scr. 
tween the Englifh camp and Madrafs, and cut off their retreat to 
the town: he therefore immediately ftruck his tents, and marched 
back with the whole army to the Choultry plain. 

The ground fo called commenceth about 2000 yards fouth-weft of 
the white town of Madrafs, or Fort St. George, from which it is 
feparated by two rivers. The one, called the river of Triplicane, 
winding from the weft, gains the fea about a thoufand yards to the 
fouth of the glacis. The other coming from the north-weft, pafleth 
near the weftern fide of the black town, the extremity of which is 
high ground, which the river rounds, and continues to the eaft, 
until within 100 yards of the fea, where it wafheth the foot of the 
glacis, and then turning to the fouth continueth parallel with the 
beach, until it joins the mouth and bar of the river of Triplicane. 

From the turning of the river at the high ground, a canal, ftriking 
to the fouth, communicates with the river of Triplicane. The 
low ground included by the channels of the two rivers and the ca^ 
nal, is called the ifiand, which is about 3000 yards in circumfe¬ 
rence. 1200 yards from the ftrand of the fea is a long bridge 
leading from the ifiand over the Triplicane river, to a road which 
continues fouth to the town of St. Thome. Another bridge over 
the canal, leads to the weft, and amongft others to a village 
called Egmore, from which this bridge takes its name. Coming 
from the fouth or weft, thefe two bridges afford the only convenient 
accefs to the fort or white town, excepting another along the ftrand 
of the fea, when the bar of the Triplicane river is choked with land. 

All the ground between the St. Thome road and the fea is filled 
with villages and enclofures; and fo is that on the left, for hair 
a mile towards the Choultry plain, from which a road and fevered 
fmaller paffages lead through them to the St. Thome Road. 

It was neither the intention of the Prdidency, nor of Colonel 
Lawrence himfelf, to rifk the army on the Choultrv plain, more 
than they had at the Mount; for a defeat in the field was the certain 
lofs of Madrafs, as the enemy in their fuperiority had 200 European 

horflv 
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i 75 K. liorfe, excellently mounted and difeiplined; the greateft number 

December. "'hich had hitherto appeared together in India. The intention 
was to gain time, for every day was precious; and not to dilpirit 
the troops, who were to fuftain the impending liege, and might 
have made finifter reflections if they had been haftily led back with¬ 
in the walls, before their own underftandings were convinced of the 
■neceflity. The ground and the advantages which were taken of it 
by Colonel Lawrence, lecured their retreat, when it fhould become 
ncceflary. 

The Choultry plain extends two miles to the weft of the enclo- 
furc-s which bound the St. Thome road, and terminates on the 
other fide at a large body of water called the Meliapore Tank, 
behind which runs with deep windings, the Triplicane river. 
The road from the Mount pafles two miles and a half under the 
mound of the tank, and at its ift'ue into the Choultry plain, was a 
kind of defile, formed by the mound on one hand, and buildings 
with thick enclofures on the other. Colonel Lawrence, retreating 
from the Mount, halted and remained during that and the next day, 
which was the ioth, oppofite to this defile. On the nth he cut 
through the mound of the tank, which fwamped the whole length 
of the road, and then retreated to the other extremity of the plain, 
clofe to the enclofures neareft the Triplicane river. In this fitua- 
tion his field-pieces commanded the road leading acrofs the plain to 
that part of the enclofures through which this road continues to that 
of St. Thome, which from the junction continues llraight to the 
bridge of Triplicane. Three companies of Sepoys were advanced in 
front on the left, to a choultry ftanding at the (kirt of the plain, 
where the road enters the enclofures. 

The French army remained at the Mount during the nth, but 
marched before day-break on the 12th; and at fun-rife all their Eu¬ 
ropean cavalry, having taken a circuit to the louth of the plain, ap¬ 
peared at the choultry i'o unexpectedly, that the Sepoys fcarcely 
ftaid to vive their firft fil e, and ran into the enclofures on their left, 
through which they gained the main body. The cavalry, thinking 
themfelves fecured by a fmall grove, which was in the rear of the 

choultry. 
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choultry, drew up in the front of it, butwere immediately annoyed by 1758. 
the advanced field-pieces; of which, feveral (hot made way through 
the trees and killed three troopers; on which, all gallopped away “to eCem " 

the St. Thomd road, intending, it ffiould teem, to pufh to Triplicane- 
bridge, and then either continue on the ifland, or advance along the 
ftrand of the river in the rear of the Engliffi army; but oppoiite to the 
governor’s garden, 500 yards from the bridge, they found the road 
ftockaded acrofs, as well as the lane on the left, along the garden-wall, 
by which they might likewife have come round ; and in thefe two’ 

Ports were three companies of Sepoys, with two guns; and the St. 

Thome road, for a long way, had no other iilue to the left. The 
firft fire from the ftockades drove the cavalry up the road until out 
of reach. 

Mean while the main body of the French army appeared iiTu- 
ang from along the mound of the Meliapore tank, and advanced 
along the road, which was here between an avenue of trees, 
cannonading at intervals from fome of their field-pieces: they 
were anfwered without intermiffion by fix from the Engliffi lire 
until their van were half through the avenue, and within 1000 
yards, when Colonel Lawrence ordered the retreat. The line 
marched off their ground by the right, and palling a village called 
Chindadrapettah, croffed the river of Triplicane, where it was for¬ 
dable without difficulty; they then continued round two or three 
hamlets to the Egmore bridge, which leads over the canal into the 
Mand. Here they halted fome time to receive a guard of 30 Europeans 
poffed in a redoubt at Egmore, in which was the powder-mill of 
the garrifon. As foon as this party joined, the whole army croffed 
k j gC ’ f nd . aftcr fome detachment s of Europeans and Sepoys had 
been draughted and fent to defend the paffes of the black town 
the reit of the army marched into the fort. Mr. Laliy cave no in ' 
terruption to the retreat, probably becaufe he fu /petted fome ftrata- 
gems. Three Europeans were killed in the cannonade, but the 
r reach loir 10, and as many wounded. 

At the fame time that the main body of the French army were 
advancing to the Choultry plain, their irregular Sepoys with Lam¬ 
bert- 
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bert had proceeded along the fouth fide of the San Thome river, in 
order to attack a redoubt fituated on the fide of it near the fea. 
The guard was only one company of Sepoys, who, getting intelli¬ 
gence in time, retreated along the beach and arrived fafe in the 
■garrilon. 

As boon as Colonel Lawrence came into the fort, the council of 
the Prefidency affembled, and by an unanimous vote committed the 
defence of the fiege to the governor Mr. Pigot, recommending to him 
to coniult Colonel Lawrence on all occafions, and on extraordinary 
emergencies to affembie a council of the fuperior officers of the gar- 
rifon. The French army immediately encamped on the ground which 
the Englifh had quitted, but fent a detachment acrof's the Tripli- 
cane river, which took poft in the redoubt at Egmore. 

As the French army were advancing from the Mount, 300 Euro¬ 
peans, with two twelve-pounders, had been fent off under the com¬ 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Murphy, againft Pondamalee. They 
arrived at noon, and Murphy fummoned Enfign Crowley, with 
threats, as refilling in an untenable poll, although the fort was of 
Hone, and furrounded by a wet ditch. On Crowley’s refufal, the 
twelve-pounders were employed until night, when 20 of the 
French detachment had been killed or wounded, and little damage 
had been done to the wall; but the Sepoys within, expediting nei¬ 
ther fuccour nor quarter, began to waver; on which, Crowley 
marched with them out of the fort in deep filence at midnight, and 
palling where he was apprized the enemy kept flight watch, got 
out of reach before they were ready to purfue; and, knowing the 
country, came in the next morning by the north of the black town. 
The number was 500, in five companies, of which three were the 
garrifon of Pondamalee, and two had retreated hither from the fort 
of Tripaffore. 

Their arrival brought in the lafl of the troops, flationed in diftant 
out-pofts, and completed the force with which Madrafs was to fuf- 
tain the fiege. The roll of the European milkary, including the 
officers with 64 topaffes,and 89 coffrees incorporated in.tjae compa- 



Book X. Siege of Fort St. George. 389 

■nies, amounted to 1758 men. The Sepoys were 2220. Of the 1758. 
Europeans 24 were troopers mounted. The Nabob’s horfe were i>^ber. 
200 ; but, from experience, very little fervice was expended from 
them. The European inhabitants not military were 150 men, 
and they were appropriated without diftindtion- to ferve out dores 
and provifions to the garriibn. The native boatmen, who alone 
can ply acrofs the furf, had been retained by fpecial encourage¬ 
ments, and their huts, with their maffoolas or boats, extended 
under the wall next the fea, where it was fuppofed not a fhot 
was likely to fail. The Nabob, with his family and attendants, 
had come into the fort on the day that the army retreated from the 
Mount; but although lodged in one of the bed houfes, were much 
ftraitened for want of the room and conveniences to which they had 
been accu domed. 

The French army continued on the other fide of the Triplicane 
river during the day they arrived from the Mount, and all the next; 
but. at two in the morning of the 1 4th were in motion, and having 
palled the river where the Englilh had eroded, proceeded at the back 
of Egmore to the village of Viparee, which is about a mile to the 
north-wed of that pod, and from whence a good road leads nearly 
wed to the northern part of the black town. Parts of the ancient 
bound hedge, and the ruins of fome guard-houfes, dill remained 
along the north and wed fides of the black town; and, with 
the channel of the northern river, rendered the greated part of the 
wedern fide very defenfible: but on the fide facing the north, were 
many gaps, too open to be maintained. The army, having advanced 
to the ford acrofs which the road from Viparee leads into the town, 
fired their field-pieces before them, which the guards returned 
with their mulketry, but the Sepoys only with one fire, and then 
ran away. The Europeans, neverthelefs, defended the ford, and 
leveral other accedes on either hand, until they perceived that leve- 
ral parties of the enemy had entered on the north fide; when all 
retreated as fad as they could to the fort, and none were inter¬ 
cepted. In the Ikirmilhes, three of them had been killed; but of the 
enemy, eleven. Soon after, the whole of the French army ap- 

Vol. II. 3D peared 
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1758. peared in the fouthern parts of the town, where the ftreeto opened 

December. u l )on ^ Ie elplanade of the fort. The regiment of Lally took up 

their quarters neat® the beach of the lea. Lorrain, with the batta¬ 
lion of India, on the rifing ground to the weft; but both be¬ 

hind buildings which fcrcened them from the lire of the 
ramparts. A multitude of the natives, with the ufual delpon- 
dcncy of their charafter, had remained in their habitations until the 
laft hour, and now came pouring upon the glacis, imploring admit¬ 
tance into the covered way, but were refufed, and advifed, to make 

their efcape as well as they could in the night; feveral fpies and 

two or three delerters came mingled amongft them, who reported 
that the French troops were all employed in ranlacking the houfes, 
and that they had difcovered feveral warehoufes filled with arrack, 
with which moft of them had already got drunk; and fuch as were 
perceived from the town, appeared ftaggering under their loads and 
liquor; on which it was refolved to make a ftrong fally before they 
fhould have time to.recover themfelves. 

Five hundred of the beft men were draughted, and given to the 
command of Lieutenant-colonel Draper, who fuggefted the defign; 
and 100 with Major Brereton were to follow a little while after, as 
a covering party. At eleven o’clock Draper's detachment marched 
out of the weftern ravelin; two companies of grenadiers led the 
line, but the two field-pieces were in the rear. Their way was firft, 
300 yards ftraight on to the weft, where a bridge crofies a ftagnated 
arm of the river that communicates with the weftern ditch of the fort. 
This bridge gives accefs to and from the black town by the afcent 
of the rifing ground, and is laid pointing to the N. w. the afcent 
begins almoft as loon as you have crofted the bridge, and the road 
to the top continues about 300 yards in that direction, when 
it turns into a long ftreet of Indian houfes, which runs nearly north 
and fouth, and is crofted by feveral others on either hand. Such 
was the negligence and fecurity of the French army, that they did 
not perceive the approach of the detachment, until apprized by a 
miftake of the Englilh drummers, moft of whom being black boys, 
began to beat the grenadiers march as foon as they entered the ftreet 

on 
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on which the whole line from one end to the other fet up their huzza; r758. 

but even on this warning the enemy did not look out with fufficient 
attention to be certified in which ftreet the detachment was advancing, 
but drew up at the head of another, which ran parallel to it, about 
100 yards on the left; in which they advanced 2 or 3 platoons 
about 50,yards lower down, at the opening of a crofs-ftreet which 
gave a ftraight communication between the two : the Englifh troops 
marching on did not receive a (hot until they came oppofite to this ad¬ 
vanced guard, which then fired, and with execution, for the diftance 
was point blank: the firft of the line returned the fire, but being the 
company of grenadiers halted no longer than this operation, and 
then proceeded; for Draper, knowing how near, and where the 
enemy’s main body were drawn up, would not flop the line, but 
ftationed two platoons from the lucceeding companies to continue 
the fire, and prevent the.enemy from breaking through the ftreet. 

He at the fame time ordered the two field-pieces to advance from th§> 
rear to the front, and the troops marching in whole files opened to 
the right and left to let them pafs; but before they were brought 
up, the grenadiers and fome more had pufhed on to the head 
of the long ftreet, in which they were marching. This was 
terminated by another much broader that crofted it, coming on the 
right from the efplanade of the fort to the eaft, and continued 100 
yards on the other hand to the weft of the long ftreet, where the 
crofs-ftreet turned to the north and then again to the weft. In that 
part of the crofs-ftreet to the left appeared the regiment of Lorrain, 
with four field-pieces, drawn up facing the fouth, oppofite to the 
ftreet in which they had polled their advanced guard, and were ex¬ 
pelling the Englifh troops; to whom in this pofition they prefented 
their flank quite naked. Beyond them, in the continuation of the 
ftreet, after it has turned to the north, the battalion of India, which, 
comprifed the troops' belonging to the French company, w ere af- 
fembling. Not a moment was loft in: taking the advantage; the 
grenadiers, and as many more as the breadth of the ftreet, which 
was here 50 yards. Would admit, faced and fired; but had fcarcely 
time to give a iecond, before the two field-pieces came up. In that 
part of the crofs-ftreet where the Englifh troops had faced, and in 
3 D 2 front 
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front of their left, almoft adjoining to the long ftreet they had 
parted through, lay the ruins of a demolifhed houfe, which {pvea.d 
mqire than half-way over the crofs-ftreet, and although not high 
enough to prevent a fingle rank of mufketry from firing over tha 
rubbifh, did not admit the field-pieces, which were therefore drawn 
up to the right of the rubbiih, and the troops which had ftood 
there made room for them, by crowding along the adjoining walls 
on that fide of the crofs-ftreet. Thele alterations created fome con- 
rufion; for they were made with much hurry from the ardour of 
fetting the field-pieces to work; which did not difappoint the expec¬ 
tation, but firing with grape knocked down numbers. Lorraia 
fcarcely ftood a minute before all the men ran into the oppofite 
houfes; and all the officers could do was to turn the field-pieces,, 
which the gunners likewife abandoned after the very firft difcharge. 
Draper immediately commanded his own firing to ceafte, and the 
grenadiers to follow him to the enemy’s guns, to which he ran, and 
fired a piftol, but without effeff, at an officer who remained by them, 
which the officer having returned with as little, offered to furrender 
himfelf and the guns, when Draper perceived that he had been fol¬ 
lowed by only four grenadiers. In the fame inftant, many of the 
French foldiers, encouraged by the ceafing of the Englifh fire, and 
the backwardnefs of the men to advance with Draper, gathered 
again in the ftreet, and began to fire; by which two of the grena¬ 
diers were killed, and the other two wounded before they got 
back to their own men, and Draper returned with them. Now the 
field-pieces and mufketry on both fides commenced the hotteft fire 5 
hut with encreafing havock from the enemy, whofe numbers were 
augmented every moment by the battalion of India; and many of 
the Englifh foldiers began in their turn to take fhelter in the neareft 
houfes and enclofures. Neverthelefs, the brunt of this fight con¬ 
tinued 20 minutes, when Draper convinced that no fiaccefs was to 
be expected, and that the arrival of Lally’s regiment from the fea- 
fide might cut off the whole detachment, ordered the retreat; but 
not a fingle drummer was found to beat it. The grenadiers of the 
Company’s troops, not having room to be employed in the crofs- 
9 ftreet 
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ftreet occupied by eth$f platoons and the field-pieces, had gone into a 1758. 
large enclofure on the fide of the ftreet oppofite to the rubbifh ; and 
as well as the others who had taken ffielter in houfes on the right 
were not apprized of the retreat: all who were marched huddled to¬ 
gether down the crofs-ftreet, which opened in lels than 300 yards 
upon the efplanade, and under the proteflion of the guns of the fort; 
but the enemy followed fo dole, and their fire both of cannon and muf- 
ketry became fo fuperior, that the two field-pieces in the rear of the 
detachment w ere abandoned; and the enemy’s divifions had advanced 
to the enclofure in which the grenadiers had taken refuge, before they 
had thought of marching out. They were offered quarter, which they 
accepted, becaufe they could make no effectual reliltance, although 
they were eighty, the prime men of the garrifon. During the fight 
in the weftern part of the black town, the regiment of Tally towards 
the fea were with much difficulty got under arms by Mr. Bufiy; for 
moft of the common men were reeling drunk. However, they had ^ 
advanced, fheltered by houfes from the fire of the fort, until they came 
within 300 yards of the ftreet in which the Englifh were retreating, 
arid arrived there juft as the line .were coming out of it upon the ef¬ 
planade, when the interval between them was open to the fire of the 
fort; the fear of which, and the miftruft of their intoxicated men, 
deterred the officers from leading them on to the fair attack before 
them; and they only fired random mufketry, and from two field- 
pieces ill-pointed at Draper’s line, who, as foon as out of the ftreet, 
turned fhort to the fouth, and proceeded on the lower o-round under 
the houfes which fkirted the weft face of the efplanade, until they 
came oppofite to the north-weft angle of the glacis, and met in the 
way the covering party with Major Brereton, which had advanced 
3ftd was waiting for them in good order: the nearer the line came to 
the fort, the greater became their hurry to get into if, for many ran 
over the glacis; but all the officers, with as many men as they could 
hqep together, marched in. order to the entrance on the eaftern face 
the north ravelin. No officer, excepting Lieutenant Billock, was 
lulled on the fpot; but Major Polier, Captain Hume, and Enfign 
..f Chaco, 
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1758. Chace, were mortally wounded: Polifer came into the Tort, but the 
''member. ot ^ er two were taken. Captain Pafcall and Lieutenant Elliot were 
ffiot through the body; Lieutenants Stephen Smith and Blair* and 
Enfign Cook, were wounded and taken; but recovered. Of rank and 
file 103 were taken, of whom 19 were wounded: fifty came in 
wounded, and fifty were left dead abroad, of whom all did not fall 
in the open aft ion, for more than 20 were found killed in dif¬ 
ferent houfes, moftly dabbed with bayonets, and with their an- 
tagonifts lying dead befide them; fo that the garrifon loft the lives 
or fervice of more than 200 foldiers and fix officers by this Tally. 
The French acknowledged 200 of their rank and file killed and 
wounded; and had 12 officers wounded, Saubinet mortally, and 
three killed on the fpot; they loft only four prifoners, of whom 
one was the Count D’Eftaign; his quarters were with Lally’s regi¬ 
ment near the beach, and on the firft firing he mounted his horfe, 
^ and came galloping down the crofs-ftreet to the rear of the Englifh 
grenadiers, whom, being {hort-fighted, or perhaps not feeing at all 
through the fmoke, he took for French troops, nor perceived his 
miftake until within a few yards, when his horfe ftumbling, threw 
him, and before he could recover himfelf, he was feized by two 
drummers, who had their fwords drawn toftabhim, when'Lieu¬ 
tenant Smith, the fame who was afterwards taken prifoner himfelf, 
ftepped between: his confequence being known, he was imme¬ 
diately lent away with an officer and a file of men to the fort. 
Mr. Lally blamed exceffively his own regiment for not marching on 
the firft fire, which had they done, and the troops been lefs intoxi¬ 
cated, it is probable that very few of the Englilh detachment would 
have efcaped. He endeavoured to fix the fault on Mr. Bufly, who 
juftified himfelf by the delay of Mr. Lally’s orders, without which, 
according to the regulations of the fervice, the regiment could not 
march; and then Bufly led them. Mr: Lally regretted exceedingly 
the lofs of Saubinet and the Count D’Eftaign, and with reafon; for 
the one poflelTed all the qualities of an able general, and the other of 
an aftive partizan. 


Very 
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Very few cafes permit a ftrong Tally from the garrifon at the 
opening of a fiege; the prefent was inTome meafure juftified by the 
fuppofition that the enemy’s troopa were intoxicated and in confofton; 
but, notwithftanding the ardour of the onfet, it left no advantageous 
impreffion of the firmnefs of the garrifon with the French officers; 
and Murphy, one of the mod experienced, propofed that a general 
afiault fhould be-made on the town in the enfuing night, in four 
divifions, and offered to lead the principal attack himlelf. It was 
lucky for them that his advice was not followed. 

The next day the French army began to prepare their batteries, 
but in fituations concealed by houfes from the view of the ramparts; 
however, the motions to and fro left little doubt where they were 
at work, and fhells as well.as (hot were fired at intervals throughout 
the day to interrupt them; although fparingly, except when certain 
of effeft; and this prudent thrift was obferved throughout all the 
days, until they opened their batteries: but their artillery which had 
embarked for the fiege was ftill at a diftance at fea, and on the day ‘ 
of the lally a party of four companies of Sepoys, detached with 
Lieutenant Airey by Captain Prefton from Chinglapet, took the 
only 13 inch mortar, which was coming by land : it was efcorted by 
150 Sepoys; they were intercepted and defeated between Sadrafs and 
Cobelong; but Airey, having no bullocks to draw off the mortar, 
rained it as well as he could, and left it on the road. 

Intelligence had been received that one of the veffels which had 
been laden with artillery at Alamparva, was detained at anchor oft 
the point of Conimere, about 15 miles to the South of Sadrafs, by 
the contrary wind and current; and a Dutch fnow being in the road 
of Madrafs, it was refolved to equip and employ her to attack the 
French veflel; accordingly 20 Tailors belonging to the fquadron. 
who had been lately exchanged, and 40 of the marines left bv Mr! 
Pococke, were fent on board under the command of a naval officer 
of experience; but juft as he was going to weigh, the Tailors refufed 
4o ferve, pretending that they knew the French fhip was much too 
ftrong for them; on which they were relanded on the 10th, and 
the attempt was relinquifhed. 

The 
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1758. The experience of the very few days that the foft had been in- 
Dcccinbcr. ve ^ e ^> had convinced the Nabob of the increafing inconveniences 
which he and his family would fiiffer by continuing in it through 
the fiege; and the garrifon ftill more wilhed to be freed from the 
ul'elefs confumption and embarraflment of his retinue, which caa- 
fifted of 400 men, with 200 horfes, betides - other cattle, who, 
neverthelels, could not decently be difmifled whilft he remained. 
It was therefore relolved, with mutual fatisfaftion, that he thould 
proceed by fea with his wife, women, and children, and their imme¬ 
diate attendants, on board the Dutch fnow, which was to land them 
at the Dutch fettlement of Negapatam; from whence, being in the 
Tanjore country, they might proceed fecurely to Tritchinopoly. 
They embarked, attended by one of the council, on the night of 
the 20th, and before morning were out of fight; the Nabob’s de¬ 
pendents were then told, that they might provide for their own 
fafety, and in a few nights moft of them quitted the town. 
f On the 1 6th at night, a fally was made to the north by 40 Euro¬ 
peans, and as many Sepoys; but they were difcovered before they 
got clear of the glacis, and returned without firing. Two fallies 
were made on the night of the 19th ; the one by 20 Europeans and 
30 Sepoys, under the command of Enfign Bonjour, who proceeded 
to the nothward under the beach to the firft houfes beyond the 
efplanade, when fome of the Sepoys cried out they faw horfe, and 
giving a fcattering fire took flight, which obliged the Europeans, 
after giving theirs, to retreat likewife; but before they were out of 
reach, they received the enemy’s, by which one was killed and two 
wounded. The other fally was of 1000 Sepoys, under the com¬ 
mand of Jemaul Saheb, to the fouthward ; they were to beat up a 
guard ported at the gardea-houfe, and then proceed to St. Thome, 
in order to feize a piece of battering cannon which was waiting 
there for bullocks, under the efcort of a company of Sepoys : they 
marched over the Triplicane-bridge, but had fcarcely got into the St. 
Thome Road, when they received a fire from the firft enclolure on 
the left, which threw the whole body into a panick, and all, ex¬ 
cepting 
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cepting 30 or 40 returned into the fort, and none of them had re¬ 
ceived a wound. 

On the 21 ft another detachment of 1000 Sepoys with 20 Euro¬ 
peans tallied at 10 o’clock in the day, under the condudt of Lieu¬ 
tenant Balantyne and Eniign Crowley, in order to beat up a party 
with 2 guns which were reported to be pofted at the pagoda in the 
village ofTriplicane about a mile to the fouth of the fort. They 
crofted the bar of the Triplicane river, and proceeded, driving feveral 
lmall Sepov guards before them to the pagoda; where, not finding 
either the party or the guns they were feeking, they turned into the 
St. Thome road, and crofting it, marched along the other road, which 
leads to the Choultry-plain, intending to attack the enemy’s guards 
on the outfide of the enclofures near the village of Chindadrepettah; 
but before they arrived on the plain 300 Europeans were reported ad¬ 
vancing from Triplicane river, on which the detachment marched back 
to the bridge, and returned by the ftrandof the river to the bar, where 
a companv of grenadiers were waiting to cover their retreat. Whilft 
this detachment was abroad, two pieces of battering cannon, drawn 
by a great many bullocks and Coolies, were perceived crofting from 
the village of Chindadrepettah to the s. w. towards the black town, 
and being within random {hot of the weftern baftions feveral cannon 
were fired upon them, which loon ftopt the bullocks and Coolies, 
and one of the guns funk to the axel-tree in the mud; upon which 
300 Sepoys, encouraged by the promife of a reward, marched with 
Jemaul Saheb to fpike up thefe guns: on their appearance the 
drivers caft off and hurried away the bullocks, and the Coolies ran 
away; but before the Sepoys got to the bridge, which leads to 
Egmore, 200 European horl'e, followed by fome infantry, appeared 
advancing from the camp in the black town; on which the party 
was recalled into the fort. 

On the 17th, all the Englilh prifoners that had been taken at the 
fally were fent away for Pondicherry. They were 100, and were 
efcorted by 150 of the European horfe, 40 European foot, and 500 
Sepoys. They moved flowly, and proceeded towards Sadrals, by the 
road near the lea Ihore, which pafteth by Cobelong, where they were 
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17 $8. halting on the 19th. Captain Prefton, zealous to recover the pri- 
iwinbcr. 1uaei ' s > marched in the night of the 19th, with the greateft part of 
the garrilon of Chinglapet, to intercept them. His party Was only 
80 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, and two field-pieces. They crofted the 
country, and halted at 1 o o’clock next day fix miles to the fouth of 
Sadrafs. A channel of 20 miles in length extends from Cobelong 
to within three miles of Sadrafs, and has at each extremity an open¬ 
ing to the fea, from which it receives its water, and at times enough 
to overflow the country a mile a-crofs, in which {fate it was at 
prefent. Beficles the road leading from Cobelong to Sadrafs along 
the fea fhore, there is another within the inundation, and Prefton 
remaining where he had halted lent half his force over the water 
with lieutenant Airey, to wait for the enemy on the other road; two 
hours after appeared a body of 400 Sepoys, within fome black horfe, 
whom Prefton kept at a diftance and difperfed; and in the evening, 
Airey’s party returned without any tidings of the efcort, which had 
pafted on to Sadrafs before he crofted the water, on which Prefton 
marched back to his garifon, where he arrived the next day. 

The commandant Mahomed Ifloof, after having been detained 
three days at Outatore by the rains, arrived on the 29th of No¬ 
vember at Thiagar, where he was joined by the killidar, Kiftnarow, 
with 250 horfe, and 1000 foot: and Mahomed Ifloof himfelf had 
enlifted 100 horfe on the road. Their forces marched on the firft of 
December, and invefted Elavanafore, which ftands ten miles to the 
weft of Thiagar. There were in the fort two companies of Sepoys 
belonging to the French, with a lieutenant, Dumefnil, and three 
other Europeans, a ferjeant, and two gunners, and two field-pieces: 
this garrifon defended themfelves until the clofe of the evening, 
when they furrendered. Fifty of the Sepoys took fervice with Ma¬ 
homed Ifloof; the reft were difarmed and permitted to go where 
they pleafed, but the four Europeans were lent to Tritehinopoly: 
fome ftores and ammunition were found in the fort. The next day 
Kiftnarow went away with his owtt troops'to get plunder, and on 
the 7th burnt a village in fight of Fort St. David; but Mahomed 
Ifloof did not move until the. 5th, when he proceeded to Tricolore, 

2 a fortified 
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a fortified pagoda, ten miles to the north of Elavanafore. Oil the 1758- 
6th, he was joined by 200 horfe, 1500 Colleries, and 250 Peons, 
fent by the Poly-gar Tondiman, and the day after attacked the 
pagoda, in which were three companies of Sepoys, who defended it 
with much activity until eight at night, when they offered to fur- 
render provided they were permitted to march away with their 
arms and effe&s; and having already killed 15 and wounded 55 of 
Mahomed UToof’s troops, he accepted their terms; and then follow¬ 
ing the track of Kiftnarow marched to the eaftward, {pleading his 
army to ravage the country, all of which, as far as the fea, paid 
revenue to thfe French. On the 15th they appeared at Villenore, 
within fight of Pondicherry, and brought {o much terror, that the 
inhabitants of the adjacent villages took fhelter in crowds within 
the bound hedge. On the 18th they cut the mound of the great 
tank at Valdoor, and let out the water to deflroy the cultivations 
it was referved to fertilize. , The fword was little tiled, but fire 
everv where, and the cattle were driven away to Tricaloor. Mr. 

Lally on hearing of thefe devaftations, fent word to Mr. Pigot, 
that he would retaliate, by putting men, women, and children to 
the fword m the territory about Madrafs; he however forbore to 
execute the threat. ■ OnVthe 21 ft Mahomed Iffoof was joined by 
300 horfe from Tanjore, not furni{hed by the king, but hired there 
with his permiflion, by Mahomed Iffoof’s agents; on the fame day 
Kiftnarow returned with all his troops to Thiagar. The next, 
Mahomed Iffoof began his march from Villaporum to the north¬ 
ward, ftill continuing his ravages. Rajahfaheb, with a confiderable 
body of horfe, had been for fome time at Conjeveram, waiting to 
prated thofe diftrifls from his excurfions, and on his approach 
croffed the Paliar, and advanced to Salavauck, as feemingly with in¬ 
tention to give him battle ; but on better intelligence of his force, 
took flielter under the guns of Vandiwalh. Lambert was alfo on 
the other fide of the Paliar with 400 Sepoys, 25 Europeans, and 
two guns, but on the fame information marched round and ftopt at 
fwo days diftance in his rear. On the 25th Mahomed Iffoof with 
has aiimy joined Captain Prefton at Chinglapet. 

3 e 2 On 
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Oil the 2 2d the 1 larlcm, lo long expected by the enemy, anchored 
in the evening at Onore, three leagues to the north of the black 
town. The next day, the Thames, laden with all kinds of pro- 
vifions, arrived in the road from Vizagapatam; the wind was high, 
and the fhip had but two anchors, and in the next forenoon parted 
from that by which flie was riding, before one that was coming 
from the fhore on a catamaran could reach her; and the Harlem 
getting under weigh from Onore at the fame time, fhe flood out to 
fea, intending to regain the road in the evening, but before night 
was driven out of fight to leeward. She brought the news of the 
victory gained by Colonel Forde at Pedipore over the French troops 
with Mr. Conflans, which the fort announced to the enemy by 21 
guns pointed upon their quarters from the northern baftions, and the 
lire of the whole garrilon drawn up in the covered way. The next 
day the Harlem flopped and feized a veflel trading from the northward, 
laden with iooo bags of rice, of which the French camp was much 
in want. The artillery brought by the Harlem w as not iufficient 
to fupply the intended batteries; but feveral cannon and mortars 
unladen from the Diligent and Expedition at Alamparvah, and 
brought in boats from thence to San Thome, pafled every day from 
this place to the camp in the black town, and generally acrofs the 
plain of Egmore, within fight of the fort; but fince the fally of the 
Sepoys on the 21 ft, the efcorts were too ftrong to be attacked by 
any parties wdiich the garrifon could with prudence rilk at that 
diftance. But the flock of gun-powder neceflary for the batteries 
was not yet completed; for this was brought the whole way from 
Pondicherry or Alamparvah, by land; and, for the w'ant of bullocks, 
with much delay. 

The commandant Mahomed Ifl"oof on his arrival at Chinglapet 
difpatched the greateft part of his horfe, which were now' near 1000, 
to ravage and deflroy the country about Conjeveram, from which 
the French government drew revenues, and their army before 
Madrafs, provifions. On the 27th, he marched himfelf with his in¬ 
fantry, intending according to inftru&ions he had received from Mr. 
Pigot, to furprize the French troops which w'ere quartered in the 

town 
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town of San Thome; but Captain Prefton thinking this a hazardous 
enterptize, refolved to participate in it, and accompanied him with 
80 Europeans, two field-pieces, and fix companies of Sepoys, from 
his garrifon. They arrived at the Mount on the 29th, and were 
rejoined the fame day by the horfe from Conjeveram: during the 
enfuing night, a detachment of 500 Europeans, of which 100 were 
cavalry, 600 Sepoys, and 800 black horfe, marched from the black 
town and other ports, under the command of Mr. Soupire, and at 
day-break the next morning had parted the village of Sidapet, and 
were within fight of the Mount before their approach was known; 
however, the adtivity of Prefton and Mahomed Iffoof ftopt the effects 
of the furprize, and in a few minutes the troops from both their 
camps were in march: the enemy halted and began to cannonade,, 
which was returned and continued until 11 o’clock, when Captain 
Prefton feeing an advantage, made a pufh with the Chingiapet 
troops, and feized two of their guns, whilft Mahomed Iffoof with- 
Jus kept the main body at bay and prevented them from making an 
effort to relcue them; however, the enemy retreated in good order to 
Sidapet; for the greateft part of Mahomed Iffoof s cavalry were, ifporta¬ 
ble, worfe than the black horfe with the French, and few of either 
ventured within arm’s length of each other. Fifteen of the French 
Europeans, with fome of their Sepoys and horfes, were left dead on 
the plain, hut they carried away their wounded, of whom fifteen 
were troopers; moft of this execution was done by the field-pieces; 
the Chingiapet troops loft only one European, but feveral Sepoys; 
and more of Mahomed Iffoof’s Sepoys with fome of his horfemen, 
were killed and wounded: both Prefton’s and Mahomed Ifloof’s di- 
vifions continued at the Mount. 

At break of day the next morning, 1000 Sepoys, with the 
troop of horfe, fallied from the garrifon of Fort St. George by 
the fouthern gate, in order to beat up the guards at the bar of 
the river, the garden-houfe, and the village of Triplicane, which 
they effected without oppofition; they likevvife intercepted a 
tappv or letter-carrier, coming with many to the French army, 
which gave information of the arrival of a veftel at Pondicherry 
from the iftand of Mauritius with 70 cherts of filver. This 
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day clofed the year. Mr. Lally intended to open the next with 
his firft (ire againft the fort; but the preparations to equip a large 
detachment intended to attack the troops with Pi efton and Mahomed 
I lib of, deferred the battery to the ad of January, 

1 he French, whdft in pofledion of Fort St. George, after taken 
by Labourdonnuis, had made levcral improvements and additions to 
the (light works they found, which neverthclefs, rendered the fort 
little capable of long rcfiftancc againft the regular approaches of an 
European enemy; nor had they given anv extenfion to the internal 
area, which did not exceed 15 acres of ground. Neverthelefs, the 
Eoglifh let the place remain in the ftate they received it from the 
French in 1751., until the beginning of the year 1756; W'hen the 
expectation of another war with that nation, and the reports of the 
great preparations making in France againft India, dictated the ne- 
■cefiity of rendering it completely det'eniible. Accordingly ail the 
Coolies, labourers, and tank diggers, which the adjacent country 
could liipply, were from this time conftantly employed on the for¬ 
tifications; their daily number generally amounted to 4000 men, 
women, and children, who had continued on the works until lately 
driven away by the approach of the French army from Conjeveram. 

An addition had been projected in the year 1743 by the engineer 
Mr. Smith, father of Captain Jofeph Smith, which included as 
much ground as the former area of the fort: the ditch which marked 
its limits was then dug and faced with brick, and was lupplied with 
water by a communication w ith the northern river, which at that 
time ran along the foot of the ancient w'all to the weft; but oil 
account of the expence, nothing was then raifed above the furface, 
and the naked ditch remained when De Labourdonnais came before 
the town, neither an obftrudlion nor an advantage to his attack. It 
was in the lame condition in 1756, when the new works were re- 
folved on; and the plan of Mr. Smith having been approved by Mr. 
Robins, the fortifications on this fide were railed in conformity to 
•that proje&ion. To join the new rampart with the old bullion to 
the s.w. and to gain the ground in the new area which was occu¬ 
pied by the river, its bed was filled up, beginning from the s. w, 
.bullion, with earth dug from the edge of the riling ground of the 
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black town to the north-weft, which the excavation removed 40 yards 1759. 
farther from the works : but only two-thirds of the bed of the river ''——' 
under the old wall had been choked up. The river, flopped in its J amia T 
farmer channel, was direfted in another, which environed the weft 
and part of the fouth face of the new works, walking in fome 
places the foot of the glacis, until it rejoined its former bed at the 
head of the fpit of land. The old wall of the weftern fide ftill re¬ 
mained as a retrenchment to capitulate on, in cafe the outward Ihould 
be carried. The new extention on this fide comprifed three large 
baftions and their out-works. The fouthern of thefe three baftions 
communicated with the old baftion, which flood before on the 4 w. 
angle, by the curtain raifed acrofs the former channel of the river; 
and this curtain increafed the fouth face of the fort from 130 to 210 
yards. Neverthelefs, the works on this fide were much lefs de- 
fenlihle than thole to the weft and north; but the furface of water 
and quagmire in the river before it, rendered this front inacceffible, 
excepting by the labours of a much greater army, than the prefent 
attack. The ground on the north of the fort gave the befieger much 
more advantage than on the other fides; and this face was therefore 
ft lengthened in proportion: the two former baftions and rampart, 
as improved and left by the French, were fiiffered to remain; but 
the ditch and glacis which they had dug and raifed, were, the one 
filled up, and the other removed further out, to admit better works. 

J11 the front of the N. w. baftion was raifed another capable of mount¬ 
ing 28 guns; each of the faces were 100 yards in length, and a 
battalion might be drawn up on its rampart, although a large 
vacancy was left in the gorge, or back part, to increafe the interval 
towards the former baftion behind, which this was intended to co¬ 
ver : it was, from its fuperior ftrength, called the royal baftion. A 
demi baftion, correfponding with the royal, was raifed before the old 
N. e. baftion, that flood on the beach of the fea, which, however, the- 
demi baftion did not entirely envelop; for its right hand or eaft face 
extending in a line parallel to the fea, adjoining to the Ihoulder angle 
of the northern face of the old baftion, leaving this face free to fire for¬ 
ward, but confining the extent of ground it commanded to the fame 
width as the Ipace between the eaft face of the demi baftion and the 
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lea: to the we Award, the old baftion had two guns clear of thedem; 
bullion, which fupplied the defence on this tide by four guns in the 
flank, and ieven in its northern face. The two new baftions commu¬ 
nicated with each other by a broad fauflfebrav that puffed along the 
toot of the old rampart and baftions; this fauffebrav was defended 
b)' front parapet le/cn feet high, which adjoined to the flanks of the 
new ball ions. The ditch on this front was dry, becaiUehhe ground 
here was feven feet higher than the level of the canal which fupplied 
the ditches to the well and fouth; hut a cuvette or trench, feven feet 
deep and 25 feet broad, was dug the whole length of the ditch, which 
before the fauffebrav was 1 80 feet wide, and before the baftions, ninct'-. 
The covered way of this front was broadand well pallifaded, and con¬ 
tained between the two baftions a large ravelin capable of 18 ^uns, 
nine in each of its faces. The glacis was excellent, and little'"was 
wanting to complete the defences on this fide, excepting; mines, 
which the want of time and bricklayers had not allowed. The 
weftern face had likewife its covered-way paliladed, and glacis, and 
contained three ravelins, of which that in the middle was the lar°-eft. 
The caftern face extended along the beach of the lea within twenty 
yards of the furf; but Ihips could not approach near enough to batter 
it with any cited!; and no guns could be brought to bear upon it by 
land. Before the fea gate, which ftands in the middle of the cur¬ 
tain, was a battery of 13 guns; fifty yards on the right of this bat¬ 
tery was a platform of old Handing, with 14 guns to return lalutes 
which had hitherto been left without a parapet; the original curtain 
although nothing more than a brick wall four feet thick, had never 
been ftrengthened; but a trench, fix feet deep and 10 wide, had 
lately been dug before it; and a ditch, with palifadoes, was intended 
to have been carried round the battery and the platform, but had not 
been executed at either. The only danger on this fide was from a 
'Hidden affault or furprize, which could rarely come by boats landing 
unawares acrois the furf; but always, and with eafe, bv a body of 
men paffing on the edge of it by either of the baftions at the extre¬ 
mities ; to prevent which, a row of anchors, backed by palifades, and 
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a trench were extended from the neck of each baftion quite into 1 759. 
the fiurf. No buildings, excepting fheds, had been raifed in the 
new ground taken into the weftward ; and in thofe of the old, 
the bomb-proof lodgments were not fufficient for the fecurity of 
the garrifon. 

The firft appearance of any work done by the enemy, had been dis¬ 
cerned in the morning of the 18th of December, when Lally’s regi¬ 
ment had completed a breaft-work clofe to the fea, 580 yards from 
the covered way; it was lheltered by houfes on the right, but open 
in front to adirefit fire from the north-eaft and demi baftions : from, 
this breaft-work they continued a trench by two zig-zags 180 yards 
nearer the fort, which brought the trench 40 yards upon the efpla- 
nade: here they began a battery intended for many guns, which 
extended from the beach, parallel to the fame fire as the breaft-work, 
and behind this battery, on the right, they raifed another for fix mor¬ 
tars, which they completed by the end of the month; but the con- 
ftant fire of the fort had retarded their work and prevented them 
from opening any embrafures in the battery for the cannon, becaufe 
they had not enough ready for this, and another battery of fix gun?, 
which the regiment of Lorrain had on their fide completed at the 
opening of a ftreet on the riling ground to the weftward, which en¬ 
filaded the face of the royal baftion, and the covered way before it; 
behind this battery were two mortars imprudently lheltered by the 
rubbiih of houfes, which had been demolifhed for the purpofe. 

The garrifon called this the Lorrain, and the other by the lea, 

Lally’s battery. 

At break of day, on the 2d of January, the Lorrain battery be¬ 
gan to fire both its cannon and mortars, which were foon followed by 
four thirteen-inch mortars from Laliy’s, which threw their fhells in 
vollies all together. The fort returned with fhells as well as fhot 
upon the Lorrain battery with 11 guns, four on the weft face of the 
Royal, five on the flank of the Demi, and two on the weft flank 
of the old north-eaft baftion: this fuperiority in lefs than an hour 
difmounted two of the Lorrain guns, and obliged them to withdraw 
the other four; but againft the mortars, cither here or at Lally’s, 
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r - 5, the lire ot' the defences could have little effect, excepting by luck, fince 
Uuiarv. they were concealed and defended, as ufual, by a high and ftrong 
parapet: this annoyance, therefore, continued until feven in the 
evening, during which time only 80 ftiells had been thrown from, 
both, all of which fell about the middle of the inhabited part of the 
fort, where flood the government houfe, againft which they feemeA 
to have been aimed, and two went through the upper roof: much 
milchief was alfo done to the adjoining buildings; but not a fingle 
perfon was either killed or wounded by their fall or explofions, nor 
had any one fuffered by the cannon fhot of the morning. 

As loon as the night clofed, feveral of the principal European 
women, with their children, were fent away in three maffoolah 
boats, to refide under the protection of the Dutch fettlement at Sa- 
drafs; they had not been gone two hours before intelligence was re¬ 
ceived from Captain Preflon, that a French detachment had fur- 
prized the fort of Sadrafs, taken pofTeflion of the town, and made 
the garrifon and all the Dutch inhabitants prifoners; but it was too 
late to recal the MaflToolahs. Another letter from Prefton, which 
came in the morning, gave information of an adion which he had 
fuflained the day before. 

The town of San Thome was become a poll of great confequence 
to the French army. The remains of an ancient ditch and bad 
ground round molt parts of -the town, with the river and the 
Englifh redoubt to the fouth, fecured it from furprize, unlefs at¬ 
tempted by very fuperior numbers. They accordingly made the 
town the flation of their boats, as well as the temporary repofitory 
of their convoys coming by land, and had likewife eftablilhed in it 
one of the holpitals of their camp: but the jun&ion of Mahomed 
Iflbof’s troops, with Prefton’s, rendered the maintenance of the 
towxt an object of much greater doubt and folicitude, than,when it 
was only expofed to fallies from the garrifon of Fort St. George; 
and the body of French troops which had engaged Prefton and Ma¬ 
homed IfToof at the Mount on the 30th of December retreated im¬ 
mediately after the aftion to San Thome. The day after the ac¬ 
tion Prefton received intelligence that the partizan, Lambert, was 
$ advancing 
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advancing from the fouth, with a large quantity of ftores and a flrong 1759. 
efcort; on which he moved from the Mount, in order to intercept 
them, and encamped at Trivambore, which is a village with a pa¬ 
goda, fituated two miles to the fouth of San Thome, and one from 
the fea fhore. He was followed by the troops of Mahomed IlToof; 
it having been agreed, in order to prevent jealoufies as well as con- 
fulion, that the two commands fhould move and encamp in fepa- 
rate bodies. The troops of Mahomed IfToof confided of 3500 foot, 

500 horfe, with three bad field-pieces; they encamped to the north 
of the village, and extended almoft to the fea, with their front to¬ 
wards San Thome. Captain Prcfton, with his divifion, which con¬ 
fided of 600 Sepoys, with 80 Europeans, and two brafs three- 
pounders, pitched their tents to the fouth, looking out for Lambert 
towards Sadrafs. Mr. Lally, apprehenfive that they intended to 
attack San Thome, increafed the European infantry there to 500 
rank arid file, and the European horfe to 150. Mr. Soupire com¬ 
manded, and leaving all the black troops, whether horfe or Sepoys, 
inarched at three in the morning with the Europeans only, who were 
650 horfe and foot, and without field-pieces. Half an hour before 
day they fell on the camp of Mahomed IfToof, which had gained no 
warning of their approach. The furprize and confudon was fb great, 
that Mahomed IfToof himfelf efcaped at the back of his tent, and his 
troops fled every way under the enemy’s fire, which lafted 15 minutes 
without interruption; during which Prefton turned out his line, and 
lent forward his piquets to difeover, who returned without perceiving 
any figns of troops to the fouth; at the fame time the crou d of fu¬ 
gitives fliewed that the enemy were in pofleflion of Mahomed IfToof’s 
camp, and Prefton, judging that their order muft have been much 
broken by the onfet, the action, the darknefs, and the interruptions 
fpread over the ground, immediately refolved to attack them ; and 
marching with his whole divifion at the back of the village to the 
weftward, came on the flank of Mahomed IfToof’s camp, almoft as 
toon as his approach was difeovered; where the French troops, 
thinking they had routed all their enemies, were collecting the plun- 
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tier ; nor could the officers recal them to any order, before the fire 
ul lV llon’s diviiion, led by his two field-pieces loaded with grape, 
Icourc-d through the camp, and his mufketry was augmented by die 
return of the heft of Mahomed Ifioof’s Sepoys. Neverthelefs, feata 
of the enemy in different parties endeavoured to rally; but, having 
no ftrong or colle&ed fire to return, they fell, the more they ven¬ 
tured to make refiftance, and all at length broke in confufion; but, 
when at fome diftance, the officers prevailed on them to flop, and 
they marched off in order. They had got poffeffion of the two field- 
pieces, of Mahomed Iffoof’s divifion, but did not tarry to draw them 
off. Thirty-fix of their Europeans were counted dead; of whom 
one was a captain, and another a lieutenant. Of the Englifh troops 
in both adlions two Europeans were killed and fix wounded; of the 
Sepoys 60, and 121; but only three of the black cavalry, and 
five horfes were killed. On a review at three o’clock in the after¬ 
noon, only 700 of Mahomed Iffoof’s Sepoys were numbered ; all 
the reft of his troops, cavalry, Colleries, and Sepoys, on a fuppo- 
iition that Prefton’s divifion had been as eafily routed as therafelves, 
fled acrofs the country, nor thought themfelves fafe before they got 
under the guns of Chinglapet; and, according to their example, 
the market-people ran away with their bullocks and provifionrs, of 
which there was not fufficient for one meal left in the camp; and 
this want obliged the troops which remained to march away the fame 
evening with the appearance of defeat, as far as Vendaloor, in order 
to meet a fupply from Chinglapet. 

The fuperior fire of the fort in the morning determined the enemy 
to wait until they could renew the attack with lefs dilproportion. 
On the 4th a fmall floop laden with ftores and ammunition worked 
through the road and anchored near the Harlem, and maffoolas had 
every day paffed between St. Thome and the black town. At day¬ 
break on the 6th, a volley of fix mortars were thrown from Lally’S 
battery, as a fignal of preparation, and they were the firft, either lhot 
or fhell, which the enemy had fired fince their mortars ceafed'on the 
evening of the 2d, although the fort ha4 conftantly fired both to in¬ 
terrupt their work. At fun-rife they commenced a regular cannon- 
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ade and bombardment* which confifted of feven guns and fix large 1759. 
mortars from Lally’s, and feven guns, with a howitz, from the j^niiaiy. 
Lorrain battery, with the two mortars in this quarter, which, how¬ 
ever, fired but feldom. Although the Lorrain battery fired only from 
feven embrafures, it had been augmented to ten, of w'hich the ad¬ 
ditional four were in a return, or extending from an angle to the left 
of the other fix, and bore upon Pigot’s, the next baftion on the weft 
front to the left of the royal. The enemy’s fire, both of fhot 
and fhells, was directed more againft the buildings than againft 
the works. The fort returned on Lally’s battery 1 1 guns, from, the 
old north-eaft baftion, the north ravelin, and the royal baftion. 

Againft the Lorrain battery, likewife, eleven guns, four from, the 
royal baftion, two from the north-weft curtain.near Pigot’s baftion, 
and three from the centre ravelin called St. George’s on the weft: 
but more guns bore upon the batteries, if it had been necefiary to 
ufe them. 

The enemy’s mortars continued through the night, and were re* 
joined in the morning by the cannon of the preceding day, and two 
more, from a battery intended for four, which was raifecl on the ef- 
planade, adjoining to the weft-fide of the burying-ground, about 
100 yards to the weft of Lally’s battery, and almoft in the perpen¬ 
dicular of the N. w. or faliant angle of the royal baftion, from 
which it was diftant 450 yards. The two guns, now opened in the 
burying ground, bore upon the weft face of the north ravelin and on 
the weft flank of the. old. n. e. baftion. The. enemy’s cannon ftill 
continuing to point high, did little damage to the works, but the 
buildings, much damaged before, fuftered greatly by the fall of 
their fhells. At the twilight of the next day, the 8th of the 
month, the three maffoolas which had been lent with the Eng- 
Jifh women to Sadrafs, landed at the fort. The French being in 
pofieffion of Sadrafs, had feized thele boats, laden them with 50 
barrels of gunpowder, and feveral other military ftores, and feat 
them with the fame boatmen guarded • by a French foldier in 
each, to their own army in the black town. At four in the morn¬ 
ing when oppofite to the fort, each of the fokliers had fallen faft 
afleep, on which the boatmen concerted in their own language with 

the.. 




4io The War of Coromandel. 

i 759. the certainty of not being underftood, although overheard % and hav- 
Taiijary. i'ig hr ft poured water into the firelocks, overpowered and bound the 
foldiers, and then landed the boats at the fea gate. This uncommon 
■inftance of fidelity and fpirit in men, who are deemed a mean dnd 
outcaft race, was rewarded and encouraged by paying them imme¬ 
diately the full value of the gunpowder and ftores. 

The enemy’s mortars renewed at midnight, and at day-break their 
cannon, with two pieces more, mounted in the battery at the bury¬ 
ing ground. In the afternoon they let fire to a warehoufe nearthe §. e. 
baft ion, full of laltpetre and brimftone, which could not be extin- 
guilhed for feveral hours; during which the enemy plied the fpot, 
where the black column of frnoke arofe, with Ihells and plunging 
Ihot, which did no damage. Lieutenant Brooke, a diligent officer 
in the artillery, was killed by a cannon ball in the demi-baftion. 
The enemy’s fhip Diligent, reladen with artillery and all kind of 
ftores, anchored in the morning off the black town, having been 30 
days in working along the coaft from Alamparva, although the 
ftraight diftance is not 60 miles. 

The fame fire, but more frequent on both fides, continued on the 
9th, the enemy’s mortars ftill againft the buildings; but their cannon, 
which in the two preceding days had onlyfilenced two guns, in this dis¬ 
abled or difmounted five, and two mortars. In the night, befides the 
ulhal repairs, five embrafures were cut through the glacis of the fa- 
liant angle before the demi-baftion, pointing obliquely againft Lally’s 
battery, and guns were mounted in them; but Tally’s, neverthelefs, 
difmounted .two guns on the demi baftion the next day; and on the 
nth all the five towards the land on the old n.e. baftion were dif- 
ablcd by this and the Lorrain battery. Early this morning the enemy 
likewife opened two more guns ina ricochet battery intended for four, 
which they had raifed near the Englilh hofpital, on the rifing ground 
fronting the centre ravelin on the weft fide of the fort, againft which, 
however, it was not intended to fire, but to enfilade the royal baftion: 
it likewife bore upon part of the north-weft curtain towards Pigot’s. 
Notwithftanding this battery ftood at a much greater diftance from 
the fort, than any of the other three, it was more expofed than either 
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of them to a fully; for none of the guns had embrafures, hi|t 

plunging over the parapet, and the guard might be beaten upland the Hilary. 

guns fpiked, before fuccour could arrive from the neareft of the 

enemy’s quarters: aware of this they had carried on a trench, from 

the end of the ftreet through which Draper had marched, to the foot 

of the bridge, which crofled the ground fronting the battery, and 

a picquet guard was conftantly kept in the trench, ready to give 

the alarm. They had likewife began a breaft-work at the bar of 

the Triplicane river to the fouth, in order to annoy die black people 

and cattle, which were iheltered on the l'pit of land at the foot of 

the glacis on this fide; and as many inconveniences would enfue 

from their dilperfion, it was refolved to drive the enemy from the 

break-work. 

Accordingly a detachment of 200 Europeans, of which half were 
grenadiers, and 400 Sepoys, marched under the command of Major 
Brereton, between four and five in the morning, whilft it was dill 
dark: when arrived at the bar they received a fire from fome Se¬ 
poys polled behind the unfinilhed parapet, which killed one and 
wounded two of the grenadiers; but, as the Sepoys immediately dis¬ 
appeared, the fire was not returned, and the detachment proceeded 
through the coco-nut groves to the left, without meeting any other 
oppofition, until they came into the lane which leads into the St. 

Thome road, along the garden wall of the governor’s houfe, when. 
a trooper, fent forward, difeovered a party of the enemy drawn up 
at the end of the lane, with a field-piece. On this intelligence the 
advanced guard of grenadiers marched up briikly, fired, and pufh- 
ing on, received the difeharge of the gun loaded with grape, as well 
as the mulketry that fupported it, by which five of them were 
wounded, and Lieutenant Robfon mortally : the reft, neverthelefs,. 
feized the gun before the enemy had time to fire it again, who took 
fihelter in a houfe and garden on their right, from whence their fire 
killed three Sepoys and wounded two, with an European, before they 
Were diflodged. It was yet fcarcely twilight, and as the grenadiers 
drawing off the gun, Jemaul Saheb, the commandant of the Se¬ 
poys, who had been prying in the. St. Thome. Road, difeovered another 
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i 759. gui\.a little below the garden-houfe, and appearing jealous of the 
bimiaTv^ honour, was permitted to feize and bring it off with a party of Se¬ 
poys only, which they effected without receiving any return to their 
firft fire. The detachment marched back the lame way they had 
come, and arrived in the fort at lun-rife with the two guns, and five 
European priloners, one of whom was an officer feverely wounded. 
Previous to this, two other, but flight fallies had been made; the 
one to the N. w. bridge, which fired into-the enemy’s trench before 
the holpital battery; the other, to difturb the workmen in the zig¬ 
zags to the northward; this - party advanced to the head of the work, 
killed a centinel, and brought away two or three mufkets, without 
any lofs. The enemy’s mortars flackened this dav, but the fire of their 
cannon continued with as much vivacity as before, and difabled four 
guns, which as ufual were replaced before the next morning. 

By this time it was evident that the enemy intended to direft the 
ftrels of their attack againft the two northern baftions, which dic¬ 
tated the neceflity of iecuring them with additional defences: ac¬ 
cordingly a palifade was begun in the ditch on the hither fide of the 
cuvette, to extend quite round the demi baftion; a blind, or ram¬ 
part of earth, at 30 yards defiance, in the ditch before the n. e. 
baftion; and a fafeine battery of fix guns, on the ftrand between 
the eaft curtain and the lea, a little in the rear of the fhoulder angle 
of this baftion. Early the next morning, which was the ijthjafhell 
from the fort fet fire to lome huts behind Lally’s battery, which 
fpreading, caught a magazine, and blew it up, with a number of 
loaded bombs: no fire parted this day either from or againft the 
n. e. or demi baftions ; and no gun was difmounted in any part of 
the fort; but the enemy doubled the number of their workmen in 
the zig-zag, who were interrupted as much as poflible by what fire 
bore upon them from the royal baftion, the north ravelin, and the 
embrafures of the faliant angle before the demi baftion; in the night 
the enemy .fired with a field-piece loaded with grape, from the head 
of their works, on a fmall party ported near this angle, under the co¬ 
ver of a boat, and wounded three of them, on which the reft re¬ 
tired into the covered-way. 

In 
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In the morning of the 14th, the enemy opened a battery of three 1 759 - 
mortars between Lally’s and the burying-ground, but in the rear of January, 
both, and concealed by the houfes between them, from the fight of 
the fort: their fire this day difabled a mortar and two guns: during 
the night a conftant fire of mulketry from the covered-wav, and of 
cannon and mortars from the works of the north front, was kept 
up againll the enemy’s approaches, and retarded their progrefs. On 
the 15th, they had 10 guns mounted in Lally’s, and kept up 
through the day a fire from 21, befides their 11 mortars as before: 
but Lally’s guns did all the mifehief to the works, difmounting two 
guns in the demi, and two in the north-call baltion, and their lhot, 
which flew over, took in flank the three other batteries towards the 
fea, and difmounted two guns on the fea-gate battery, two on the 
faluting battery, and one on the s. E. or St. Thorne ballion, in all 
eleven: the fire on the trenches continued through the night, from 
which the enemy, neverthelefs, detached a picquet, which drove in 
the party polled on the falient angle of the glacis. 

The enemy’s cannonade continued on the 16th, with the addi¬ 
tion of two guns on Lally’s battery, which now fired with 12, all 
24 or 18 pounders, to which the fort could only oppofe the direct 
fire of fix of equal weight, which were from the north-eaft and demi 
baftions; for the guns in the lalient angle of the glacis, and in the 
falcine battery on the ground below, were of inferior calibres; and as it 
was conftantly neceflary to employ many men in reinftating the da¬ 
mages of the demi ballion, a traverfe was raifed to preferve the guns in. 
its flank from the enfilading fire of Lally’s; and whilll this and other 
work was doing, the three embrafures of its face to the right, which 
wefe open to the lhot of Lally’s, were kept clofed until the next day; 
fo that no guns in this ballion were either fired againll, or difmount¬ 
ed by that battery; which having the more to ufe againll the other 
works difabled one on the north-eall, and obliged the garrifon to with¬ 
draw the five guns in the falient angle of the glacis; and as the' trenches 
were now advanced within 50 yards, thefe embrafures were filled up, 
and the earth levelled again to the general Hope of the glacis. 

At M at night a Tally was made from St. George’s or the well ravelin 
Vou II. 3 G to 
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1750. to tire into the trench extending before the hofpital battery; but 
lami.Iry. guard there taking the alarm in time, 50 men advanced acrofs 
the bridge leading to it, and after a fire given and returned, drove the 
party back into the covered-way. Another Tally of 12 Europeans 
was made at one in the morning, under the command of Enlign 
Iiarnc?, agairdt the. head of the enemy’s trenches, into which they 
gave their fire, and finding only five or fix men in it, advanced, until 
a relief of 40 or 50 came up from the rear, who drove them back, and 
before they regained the covcrcd-way, Eniign Barnes, with two of 
the loldiers, tv ere killed. Before and after this Tally, a conftant fire, 
as in the preceding nights, was kept tip until morning on the enemy’s 
workmen; who, notwithftanding thole interruptions, advanced the 
fa,p above 20 yards. 

Even the garrifon acknowledged the aifivity of the enemy’s pro- 
grefs, and frequent letters had been difpatched, enjoining Captain 
Prefton and Mahomed llToof to approach, and interrupt their opera¬ 
tions; but thefe officers were no longer mailers of their own. Re¬ 
treating after the action at Trivambore, they arrived at Vendalore 
on the 3d, where they found fome provifions, Prefton’s divilion was 
unimpaired; of Mahomed Ilfoof’s, moll of the Tritchinopolv Se¬ 
poys, and 150 of the new-levied horie, had rejoined the reft of thole 
who had fled to Chinglapet,. who were the t 500 Colleries and 500 
horie lent by Tondiman, the 300 horie from Tanjore, and the fame 
number of his own levies; and all thefe troops refilled to march 
back from Chinglapet to Vendalore. The kind of warfare for which 
they were intended, anti only fit, rendered their deiertion in the 
prelent conjuncture of too much conlequence to be neglecled: and 
after feveral indteflual mefifages, the two commanders marched on 
the 6th from Vendr.lore, and joined them at Chinglapet. On expos¬ 
tulation, the cavalry in general pleaded with much complaint, the 
lofs, although owing to their own cowardice, of their baggage and 
effects at Trivambore, and little Ids than declared, that they had not 
engaged in the fervicc, with the expe&ation of expofing their horfes 
againft Europeans, but were willing to a6l in their ulual modes; 
which Prefton rightly interpreted plunder; and to gratify their 

wifhes. 
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wifhes, confented to march with them into the French diftrifts 1759. 
around Coujeveram, in which they continued feveral clays employed 
in plunder and ravage; and 110 fhelter grounds protected the cattle 
from the fearch of the Colleries. On the 13th, Prefton thinking 
they had been fufficiently indulged with booty, began his march 
back from Coujeveram, intending to come again in fight of Madrafs 
but on the firft halt, all the troops which he had endeavoured with 
fo much complacence to conciliate, Colleries as well as cavalry, 
left him and croffed the Paliar. This fecond defertion left no doubt 
of their inutility, and Prefton refolved not to adt with them any 
longer, even if they fhould return of their own accord; but as the 
horfe of Rajahfaheb, who were 800, and the European cavalry of the 
French army, rendered it impoffible for the infantry of both the 
Englifh commands, although many, if unfupported by horfe, to coh- 
tinue near enough to harafs the enemy’s camp, without more rifle 
to themfelves, Prefton refolved to march to Arcot, in order to collect 
a body of better cavalry, of which he heard feveral parties were wait¬ 
ing ready to take fervice on the wefiern confines of the province. 

Mr. Pigot received intelligence of this motion and its motives on the 
r6th of the month, but concealed it, as every other which might 
dilpirit the garrifon. 

The enemy’s fire continuing the fame on the 17th as the day be¬ 
fore, difmounted three guns and a mortar. Ever fince the 
ninth of the month, two fhips had been feen off St. Thome, 
which had every day weighed anchor, endeavouring to get 
to the northward, but were conflantlv ftemmed by the cur¬ 
rent from gaining ground; but this evening they palled the 
road, and joined the three other veflels off the black town. 

They were the Expedition, laden with artillery and ftores, which had 
left Pondicherry on the 12th of December; and the Briffol of 30 
guns, manned with Europeans, W'hich had lately arrived there from 
Perfia, and was immediately' laden with fhot and fhells for the 
camp. 

On the morning of the iSth the enemy had completed three 
more embrafures in Lally’s battery, which joining the former on the 
3 G 2 left, 
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1759. left, reached almoft to the furf, and being a little tamed to the 
January! s - w. bore upon the north ravelin, which before night was much im¬ 
paired by them. Neverthelefs, the general lire from the north.was 
diminifhed, for thefe new embrafvires in Lally’s were fupplied with 
three guns from other embrafures of the fame battery; and the 
..four in the Lorrain, which bore upon the royal baftion, ceafed en¬ 
tirely, and their embrafures were filled up; but Lally’s and the 
burying-ground difabled two guns in the demi baftion, two in the 
north rav elin, a mortar in the royal, arid rendered the three northern 
embrafures of the n. e. baftion unfit for fervice. A party of the 
enemy had been employed through the day in railing a breaftwork 
at a little diftance to the left behind their former poft at the bar, and 
began to fire from it at dulk with two field-pieces in barbet againft 
fome Sepoys polled on the fpit of land: their mortars continued firing 
vehemently through the day and night, but, as from the beginning 
of the bombardment, ftill againft the infide of the fort. Every day 
one, two, or three of the garrifon, and fometimes more, had fuf- 
fered by the fire; but on this day five Europeans and three Sepoys 
were killed, and five of each wounded. Notwithftanding a con- 
ftant fire of cannon and fmall armsj wherefoever probable, through 
the night, the enemy advanced their zig-zag acrofs the foot of the 
falient angle of the glacis, inclining a little to the left towards 
the furf; and being fb near, the governor ifliied inftru&ions to 
the officers of the different pofts, how to conduct themfelves 
and difpole their parties in cafe they fhould affault the out¬ 
works. 

The next day, which was the 19th, the enemy changed their two 
field-pieces to the fouth for two eighteen-pounders, froih which they 
' fired (hot into the fort: in the forenoon their mulketry in the advanced 
or fecond crochet had fired finartly upon the north ravelin and the 
covered-way; their mortars continued inceffantly through the day, 
and fet fire to three buildings in different parts of the fort at once, 
but ceafed in the night: during which they only produced their third 
zicr-zag obliquely from the ridge of the glacis to the water-mark of the 
iea, which was pot more than 15 yards. The next day, which was 
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the 20th, they fired none of the four guns on Lally’s battery, which x 759 - 
bore on the 1101 th-eaft baftion; but continued with the feven bearing January^ 
on the demi baftion, and the three on the north ravelin, although 
more iparingly than ulual, but thofe in the burying-ground bat¬ 
tery with more vivacity: a platform on the demi baftion, and a 
mortar on the north ravelin were ruined by fliclls: five Europeans 
were killed; and leven, with three Sepoys, wounded. During the 
night, they threw few fhot or lhells, and made but little advance in 
their approaches, but enlarged their fecond crochet, and worked hard 
in creeling a battery, which projected from it along their laft or 
third zig-zag leading to the crochet which terminated this zig¬ 
zag on the glacis. Two fmall Tallies were made upon the trenches 
during the night, in both of which only one European was 
killed. 

On the 21 ft the enemy’s batteries remained almoft filent, but the 
mulketrv in their trenches fired brifkiy on all they faw moving. At 
five in the evening, a ferjeant and ten men went out by a fally port in 
the eaft curtain, and an officer with 20 by the barrier in the north- 
eaft angle of the covered-way, who were followed by 40 pioneers 
with their captain : the foldiers advanced to the fecond crochet, 
which was only 30 yards from the foot of the glacis; out of which 
their firft fire drove all the troops, who were moftly Sepoys : after 
which they maintained the crochet for 10 minutes before the guard 
of the trenches arrived; and during this time the pioneers worked 
hard in deftroying the gabions, and what other materials were col¬ 
lected for the conftrudtion of the intended battery ; the fally was pre¬ 
ceded and followed by a fire of mortars, cannon, and fmall arms from 
the fort, upon all whom the alarm brought within fight and reach ; 
and it was fuppofed with much efFedh two ferjeants were killed, 
and five of the pioneers wounded; in the fort one European and 
one Sepoy were killed, and a ten inch mortar difabled. In the night 
the enemy worked hard in thickening the crochet out of which 
they had been driven, completed their third zig-zag, which ex¬ 
tended 100 yards beyond it, moftly on the glacis, but inclining to 
the left of the lalient angle ; and not only began, buc f milled their 

third 
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tliird crochet, which extended to the right from the head' of th& 
zig-zag acrofs the ridge of the glacis: they threw few mortars?during 
the night, but moftly into the works; their cannon flackened like- 
wife the cnfuing day, which was the 22d* and efpecially from Latly’S 
battery, in which moil of the embrafures were blinded; tlever- 
thelefs, the few employed were very effectual, for the repeated re¬ 
pairs, Avhich had been made in the demi and north-eail baftions, ren¬ 
dered the fubftituted merlons io weak that they crumbled to every 
ihot: a twelve-pounder was dilabled on the north ravelin by a fhell, 
three Europeans and a Sepoy were killed, and feven with nine Sepoys 
wounded. In the night the enemy pufhed on the fap of the fourth 
zig-zag 20 yards beyond their third crochet, and having made a 
fmall return or Ihoulder to the left, continued it from hence quite 
up to the falient angle of the covered way, and fixed fome gabions 
on the creil of the glacis on the right hand of this angle: the conteft 
was now brought very near the walls, and was diiputed without 
intermiffion: the whole progrefs of the fourth zig-zag was expofed 
to the fire of the ilockade of palmyra trees which the garrifon had 
planted acrofs the eaft fide of the glacis to the furf, and from this 
ilockade the guard kept up a conilant fire of muiketry on the enemy’s 
workmen, as did another guard from the falient angle of the glacis; 
and parties of grenadiers were fent out every hour along the beach 
beyond the Ilockade to fire upon the third crochet, and all the lap 
advanced beyond it; cannon, mortars, and muiketry, were likewife 
fired throughout the night from every part that bore upon their work; 
but could not flop it, for the enemy had increafed the number both of 
their workmen and guards; they likewife finilhed their battery at the 
end of their third zig-zag, which Ihouldered on their fecond crochet, 
and opened it the next morning, which was the 23d, with four 
guns; but it was fo ill conflrubled, that only one of the guns could 
be brought to bear upon the north ravelin, which it was in¬ 
tended to batter. The Lorr^in battery remained clofed, but the 
hofpital, the burying-ground, and Lally’s, with the mortars as 
before, continued a flackening fire, the cannon only in the day, but 
the mortars through the night likewife. The ammunition of both 

began 
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began to wax 1'cant, and they were waiting for more which had 1759. 
been embarked on the 14th in a brigantine from Pondicherry. How- 
ever, their fire difabled a twenty-four-pounder on the royal baft ion, 
and completed the ruin of all the embrafures on the right face of 
the ravelin; in which a Ihot from Lally’s penetrated quite through 
the merlon : in the night, the enemy attempted to pulh their gabions 
clofe to the covered way of the n. e. falient angle, from whence 
pioneers were fent to overfet them, who rolled lome into the fea, 
and pulled others into the covered-way ; this conteft was maintained 
at repetitions for three or four hours, and in pp or ted by the hotteft fire 
of mulketry, and of grape Ihot from the north-eaft baftion, and the 
fafeine battery on the beach: 70 difeharges were made out of one 
of the guns : five Europeans were killed and ten wounded in the 
night and day, moft of whom buffered in thefe attacks: one Sepoy 
was likewife killed, and fix wounded: on the 24th, a twenty-four 
pounder was difabled on the north-eaft baftion, of which the works 
had i'carcely received in the night a repair adequate to the detriment 
of the preceding day: but fix of the embrafiires in the north ravelin 
were reftored; the other three ftill remained unfit for fervice. 

At feven in the evening, a party of the enemy, confifting of 50 
men, who had waited for the dark, advanced from the neareft 
crochet to the ftockade, from which the guard, which confifted only 
of 12 men, ran away to the blind before the N. e. baftion ; they were 
immediately ffent back with the addition of a more refolute lerjeant 
and ten grenadiers; hut were fcarcely returned, when this ferjeant 
was Ihot dead through the ftockade; on which the party flopped, 
waiting for directions ; and the officer commanding at the blind re¬ 
called them ; after which it was thought imprudent to make another 
attempt to recover the ftockade, although capable of giving much 
annoyance to the enemy’s work. 

At night, a meffenger from Tritchinopoly brought a letter 
from Captain Jofeph Smith, with intelligence he had received 
from Angengo. The Prefidency ten days before had received advices 
from Mr. Pococke, that the fquadron had arrived on the 1 oth of 
December at Bombay, where he found fix of the company’s ihips 

and 
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1759. and two of the line, with 600 men of Draper’s fegimettt on board; 

January, which were arrived there a few days before, having patted the Caps' 
of Good Hope too late in the leafoh to gain the coaft of Coromandel; 
the letter from Captain Smith gave intelligence that the company’s 
Chips, with all the troops on board, had failed Under the convoy of two 
frigates from Bombay on the 31ft: and the fpies which came in 
from the enemy’s camp reported that this news was likewife known 
there, and had determined Mr. Lally to make a general a (fault 011 
the fort this very night; on which the whole garrifon and all the 
inhabitants were flationed and remained under arms attheir refpec- 
tive polls until the morning. 

The fire of the cannon, mufketry, and mortars, from the fort, al¬ 
though maintained conftantly throughout the night, did not prevent 
the enemy from advancing their fap along the glacis, on the eaft face 
of the covered-wav, as far as the left of the ftockade, and they made a 
return on the right to the creft of the glacis; but had not time to 
extend the fap to the left, along the front of the ftockade towards the 
furf, nor even to complete a proper lodgment in the return, the want 
of which left their workmen expofed to the fire of the covered-way; 
but on the other fide of the falient angle they had raifed gabions, and 
made confiderable progrefs in a retrenchment intended for a battery. 

The night patted without any alarms of the fuppofed aflault; and 
the enfuing day, which was the 25th, continued with the ufual 
fire of cannon and mortars until two in the afternoon, when a fally 
was made by the guard at the blind, and the fame number of 
grenadiers, in all forty foldiers with arms, who covered twenty 
pioneers with tools. Juft before the blind, on the eaft face of the 
covered way, parallel to the fame face of the demi baftion, was a 
paflage cut in the glacis towards the furf; through which the party 
paffed, and then proceeding along the furf, round the right of the 
ftockade, came in flank of the head of the enemy’s fap, from which 
their firft fire drove all their guards and workmen, who retreated 
to their retrenchment at the falient angle waiting for fuccours; 
during which the Englifh foldiers maintained their ground, and the 
pioneers overfet the gabions, fomfi into the fea, others into the 
5 covered- 
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covered-way, and deftroyed whatfoever implements they found: this 
attack lafted 20 minutes, by which time the enemy had gathered, 
and were advancing in much fuperior numbers, from the retrench¬ 
ment; upon which the party was recalled, and retreated, giving 
and receiving fire. A ferjeant with three grenadiers were killed; fix 
others of the foldiers, with Captain Black, who commanded the 
fally, and Lieutenant Fitzpatrick, were wounded. The enemy’s 
artillery bore moft on the royal and demi baftions; their mortars 
falling on the works wounded many more than ufual. The total lofs, 
including that in the l'allies, was eight Europeans and three Sepoys 
killed, and 17 Europeans with 13 Sepoys wounded. 

The enemy’s lap being advanced to the eafl: flank of the covered¬ 
way threatened immediate danger by furprize on the eaft face of the 
fort, to which the fea-gate gave the faireft opening; for the em- 
brafures in the north flank of the battery before it had been ruined 
bv the enemy’s lhot which had miffed or flown over the n.e. baftion 
and fafcine battery; and the gateway itfelf was a fpacious arch fhut 
occafionally with folding doors; fo that, lhould the enemy ever make 
a general affault on the ruined works to the north, a party fent. at 
the lame time along the furf, or even in boats, might force their 
way through the gate with petards; and this party might pafs with¬ 
out much interruption; for the fafcine battery which barricaded the 
beach was nearly demolifhed. The whole of the working party 
of the night was therefore allotted to remedy thefe defedls, and be¬ 
fore morning they repaired the falcine battery, reftored the embrafures 
of the battery before the fea-gate, bricked up the arch of the gate¬ 
way, and opened a fmall gate on the left hand, which had beeji 
doled. In the fucceeding nights the workmen began and continued 
the intended ditch with palifadoes round the fea-gate batter's which 
had hitherto been deferred for fervices of more immediate neceflity. 
The enemy employed the night with equal diligence, and puflied 
the lap of their retrenchment from the falient angle 70 yards along 
the north face of the covered-way, and widened the work in an 
excavation fufficicnt to contain cannon and a large detachment 
of troops: this work, with what was done the night before on 
Vol. II. 3II the 
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17 C9. the other fide, entirely embraced the falient angle of the covered^ 

jQ^. wa >'* 

The following day, which was the 26th, the enemy fired moftr 
of their fhot into the town ; and msft of their lliells, as in the pre¬ 
ceding night, into the works of the north front, bv which a twenty- 
four ponndcr was dilmounted on the N. E. baft ion, and the cafualtiea 
from the evening to the evening were five Sepoys and. one European 
killed, and 11 w'outided, of whom were the Lieutenants Lang, and 
Little, w'ho loft his left arm. In the fucceeding night the enemy 
widened and raifed their work on the creft of the glacis, notwith- 
ftanding the conftant fire of the defences; and no guards could any 
longer be kept at the falient angle they had invefted, but centries 
were advanced every quarter of an hour from the blind before the 
N. e. baftion, to obferve whether they were beginning any new 
works, but difcovered none. In the 24 hours to the evening of the 
27th, no damage was done to any of the artillery, but five Europeans 
were killed and five wounded, and one with five Sepoys. The 
enemy’s workmen remained very lilent in their trenches through 
the night. 

Three hundred Sepoys were intended to Tally before day-break on 
the 28th, in order to lurprize the enemy’s batter}’ of two guns to the 
fouth of the bar: but marching too late were dilcerned, and re- 
. ceived the fire of the battery before they had crofted the bar, on which 

they were immediately recalled into the fort. In the morning the 
enemy began to fire again from the battery near their fecond 
crochet, which had remained filent ever fince they opened it inef- 
fedfually on the 23d, and during this interval they had endeavoured 
to redtify the erroneous couftrudtion of the embralures, which were 
intended againft the right face of the north ravelin: they had like- 
wiie brought up two ten-inch mortars to this battery, with which, 
and three guns, they commenced their fire; but one of the guns 
failed at nine o’clock, and another at ten; in the afternoon another, 
which they were trying in the 4th embrafure, was difabled by a ftiot 
from, the fort; after which, the cannonade from this battery ceafed 
entirely, but the mortars continued* At noon a party with many 
* • 
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1758. tain Preston and Mahomed UToof. Purfuing their intention of en- 
lifting a body of better cavalry, they arrived on the 12th at Lalla- 
pet, a town of great refort, 10 miles to the n. w. of Arcot r where 
their invitations foon colle&ed fooMoorilh horfe, and 6ooMorattoes» 
The Nabob’s brother, Abdulwahab Cawn, was at this time refiding 
with their mother at Chitore, and being urged by her reprefentations 
to fome compun&ion for the diftrefs of the Nabob’s affairs, he prof¬ 
fered his afliftance; on which Mahomed Iffoof, with a fmall efcort, 
went to Chitore, and in a few days returned, accompanied by Ab- 
dulwahab with 1000 horfe, and more foot, being the troops he had 
kept in pay fmce he quitted Arcot in the preceding year. Overtures 
were likewil'e made to a body of 3000 Morattoes belonging to Bala- 
gerow, and commanded by an officer named Gopaulrow, who were 
lying at the pafs of Damalcherry; but Gopaulrow inlifted on re¬ 
ceiving money before any moved, on which Prefton fent him the 
bill of an opulent fhrof for 60,000 rupees, which was to be paid as 
foon as the horfe arrived at Velore; but as the meflages and march 
required eight days, the army in the interval fet out from Lallapet 
on the 22d, and halted on the 25th at Trivalore, within four miles 
of the fort of Tripaffore, in which, as well as Pondamalee, the 
French had a garrifon of Sepoys ; but the pettah of Pondamalee 
being much opener than of Tripaffore, Mahomed Iffoof fent off a de¬ 
tachment to plunder it, which they effe&ed after fome fkirmifhing 
with the Sepoys from the fort, of whom feveral were killed. Befides 
the booty they got in the pettah, the detachment returned with 3000 
fheep and oxen, which had been collected from the country, and were 
kept under the protedlion of the garrifon, in the common round the 
fort, to fupply the French army before Madrafs. The Nabob’s bro¬ 
ther Nazeabulla, who had accompanied Mr. Moracin to Pondicherry, 
and afterwards the French army to the fiege, had lately returned to 
Nelore; and the example and exhortations of his brother Abdul¬ 
wahab, had reclaimed him fo far, 9s to promife to join him at Triva¬ 
lore with his force; but he delayed, and the army having been rein¬ 
forced with ammunition and two more three-pounders from Ching- 
lapet, proceeded on the 27th to Trimliwafh, a town fituated on the 
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fkirts of Malrawzes wood,- 12 miles to the n. w. of Matlrafs. The 1759. 
iPolygar, with an agent who had been fent to him by the governor, 
came to the camp* and promifed to bring 2000 Peons and a fupply J anuar 5 r ' 
of rice: but, finding no money was intended to be given him, re¬ 
turned the next day into his wood, and appeared no more. Maho¬ 
med Ifloof, as foon as the camp was pitched, rode with a party of 
horfe as far as Malkelyne’s garden, which {lands two miles N. w. of 
Fort St. George, where moft of the oxen belonging to the French 
army were kept under the care of a guard of Sepoys and black 
horfe; whom Mahomed Ifloof’s party put to flight, and leized moft 
of the cattle. The next day the whole body of French cavalry, who 
were 300, and Rajahfaheb’s who were Boo, encamped to the north 
of the garden, and on the 29th one of their parties routed one of 
Abdulwahab’s, and took ten prifoners. The attention to this army,. 
fince their arrival in the neighbourhood, diminifhed the activity of 
the enemy’s operations againft the fort, by the detachments they 
were obliged to fend and recal on different reports and alarms. 

Their approach, juft as the enemy’s works were advanced fo near 
the defences increafed the alacrity of the garrifon. 

On the 30th, at 11 in the forenoon, a fail was deferred to the- 
louthward; when nearer, her colours were difcemed to be Englifh, 
and her form that of one of the Company’s {hips. All the French 
veflels, which were five, flung out Englifti colours likewife; and 
the two {flips, the Harlem and Briftol, prepared to get under weigh. 

A catamaran was immediately difpatched from the fort, warning 
the ftranger to beware of them; in the evening Mr. Dalrymple 
was fent in a boat, with farther inftrudlions to the captain. The 
catamaran got on board before the {hip came to an anchor, which 
was not until nine- at night; and foon after the Briftol came up, re¬ 
ceived and returned a broadfide, and fell to leeward. The {hip was 
the Shafdbury Eaft Indiaman, commanded by captain Nathaniel 
Jnglifs, and one of thofe which were bringing Draper’s regiment 
from Bombay: but, failing much worfe than the others, they 
made her the hofpital Ihip, and left her oft’ the fouth of Ceylon 
©a the 7th of the month, after which, a luckier vein of wind and 
current brought her to her port before them. The fick, who were 
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but (he had on board 37 cherts of filver, and many military: .rtofesi 
amongft them, hand-grenades, and bombs of the largely 
which the garrilbn were much in need, having nearlyjexge0d§d> 
their rtock of theie articles. The communication of letters, was 
eaiy and expeditious, after the fhip came to an anchor; and, by thq 
governor’s order, ihe threw out at day-break the enfigns of a mart 
of war, and received, as if fuch, a lalute of 13 guns from the fort. 
At the fame time the enemy on fliore began to fire upon her with 
one gun from their neglected battery at the fecond crochet, and two 
from the breaft-work to the fouth, near the bar; all the three were 
twenty-four pounders; and lometimes fent red-hot balls. At three 
in the afternoon, the Briftol, which had fallen far to leeward, wmrked 
up again into the road: whilft drawung nigh, boats with lbldiers 
went off to her from the black town. The Harlem, which had like- 
wife been manned from the fhore, bore down at the lame time, and 
the Shaftlbury had got under weigh to change her ftation, but 
being intercepted by the Briftol, fuftained the engagement under fail 
for two hours, and then anchored, where direbled, as near as the 
foundings would admit, oppofite to the fouth-eaft baftion. The 
other Ihips anchored likewife, but far out in the offirg, and never- 
thelefs continued firing until night. The figging of the Shaftlbury 
was much damaged by the fire of thefhips,andlhe.receivedfeverallhot 
through her .hull from the Ihore: but no one was wounded, except 
Lieutenant Browne of the regiment, who loft his right arm. Before 
3 o, the malloolas of the garrilbn landed the lick und the trealure ; 
and it being frdpebled that the enemy’s Ihips might attempt to 
board the Shaftlbury with their boats, the governor lent optional 
orders to Captain Inglifs, either to elcape out of tire road, maintain 
his ftation, or run the fhip alhore. The confidence was well placed, 
and Inglifs determined on the choice .of danger. The next day, 
which was the firft of February, Ihe flood the fame fire from the 
Ihore, fome from the Harlem, but none from the Briftol, for this 
lhip had failed away in the night to Pondicherry ; and on the fecond, 
none from the Harlem, which anchored far out in the offing; but 
the fire upon her from the Ihore ftill continued. 


The 
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The preparations of the enemy on fhore again!! the Shaftftmry, 
flackened their fire again!! the fort on the 30th, the day (he was dis¬ 
cerned- The three embrafures on the left of Lally’s battery, which 
bore upon the right face in the north ravelin, continued; the two 
next to them, which were the left of the four that had hitherto 
been employed again!! the north-eal! bullion, likewife remained 
free; but the interpofition of their own work on the creft of the 
glacis precluded the ufe of the two other embrafures again!! this 
baft ion, as well as of the four which had battered in breach the 
falient angle of the demi bullion: but they did not think it worth 
their while to remove the guns of thefe embrafures into thole on 
the right, in order to batter towards the fhoulder angle, that 
next the flank of this baftion, bccaufe they intended, as ufual, to 
make the breach at the falient angle, in which their fire had already 
almoft ruined the parapet. The lire of the burying-ground battery, 
with four guns, continued on the left face of the north ravelin, ancl 
the flank of the demi baftion, and the four guns in the hofpital-battery 
enfiladed the whole of the north front. The outward gun in Lally’s 
battery which remained free again!! the north-eaft baftion, they turned, 
again!! the fhoulder merlon on the left of the fafcine battery, raifed 
by the. garrilon on the edge of the furf, of which all the four guns 
bore on this and the three next embrafures of Lally’s, to the left. Their 
mortars in this, the burying-ground, and the battery between them, 
likewife continued as before. Such was their fire at the clofe of this 
day; and in thefe 24 hours one 18 pounder was difmounted by the 
hofpital-battery on Pigot’s baftion, 1 European, with 3 Sepoys, 
were killed, and 9 Europeans, with 2 Sepoys, wounded. 

The enemy’s mortars continued through the enduing night, and 
moftly again!! the defences. They worked hard under ground from 
die palmyra ftockade ; but, as before, without being difeovered; and 
the earth, they threw up on the creft of the glacis likewife concealed 
there intentions there, although the garrilon gave frequent alerts, 
and threw grenades every half hour, hoping the occaiion of a luc- 
SSlsful fally to explore their work; but the enemy here took 

no 
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no alarm. It was foppofed they were carrying on a covered fap 

ho Ilia! n r tie p' tb-ttft baftion, which threatened 

the moil dangerous mine they could fprmg; and to counteract their 
' *■ ' o " ' .e 11 dir 1 v 11, the gu rifon opened a fap from the 

'Mt ti.'. u 1 hicrn. 1 u i i L a id under the ground imme- 

J 1 > i in i > 1 in . pdicry towards their battery 

i |l * 1 ns wi nkvwite puthed on with much 

I h i i T n i i , - .f e iemy at tun-rife opened four 

i H Hu in t'o b y ' ' l .'tended to the right from the 

i mm' i *■ w il ii 1 i) n thtin pointed to the n. e. baftion, 

u - H i ■» >n w ulien f ungL of the demi; but they had 

i .'u i e, fa u 3 h. that n ne of their lhot could ftrike 
i i t b ‘ nl d ' o\ei i ic foit; to that after five or fix 
rounds tnev ceaied firms, and doled the embrafures in order to alter 
use level. Betides the guns wlv.cn thev opened and kept up againft 
sue Shaftfburr, then: other batteries againft the fort continued 
mrough the aav: the nolpital and burving-ground, with all their 
o-uns, out Lady's only with five, three of which were thole againft the 
north ravelin, and the. other two, which were the next to them, fired 
moftlv againft the fafcine battery, where they difabled two twelve 
pounders; a twency-ioui pounder was lilcewile difmounted on the 
royal baftion; the cafualties to the troops were 4. Europeans killed, 
and 9, with 3 Sepoys wounded. During the night, the garrifoir, 
befides the repair of the works, continued their gallery towards the 
falient angle, and the covered fap before the blind. The enemy 
continued.their fap likewite ftill undifeovered, and worked in alter¬ 
ing their breaching battery; but when they opened it again the 
next morning with five guns, the fhot as before flew over, and they 
were again obliged to clofe the embrafures. 

This day was the firft of February; the fire of the two guns 
from the bar to the s. and the other to the n. at the lecond crochet, 
continued a crofling fire againft the Shaftfbury with much aim, and 
fometimes with red-hot fhot, of which feveral went through the 
hull. The Harlem likewife fired and helped to ruin her rigging. 
The fort fired upon the Harlem and on the enemy’s fouthern guns 

and 
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and in the evening a twenty-four pounder, which here on them 1759. 
from the San Thome or fouth-eaft baftioii, burft, whilft Mr. Pigot 
the governor was there; he and two other men were flightly wound¬ 
ed, but four more died of their hurts. The reft of the fire on 
both tides continued as the day before, excepting that the enemy’s 
mortars were not to frequent. The Cuddalore, a fchooner belong¬ 
ing to the Company, which had lain fome days at Paliacate where 
the had flopped feveral boats coming from the northward to the 
enemy’s camp, came this day near the road; but feeing the Harlem 
ready to weigh, flood out again to fea. A twenty-four pounder was 
difabled in the faluting battery of the fort by its own fire on the 
Harlem. The cafualties, befides thole who fiiffered on the San 
Thome baftion, were 2 Europeans killed, and 4, with 2 Sepoys, 
wounded. In the night, as well as the day, the pioneers of the 
garrifon continued the two galleries, the one towards the enemy’s 
battery on the falient angle of the glacis, the other under the blind, 
and the reft of the workmen were chiefly employed in repairing'the 
parapet towards the falient angle of the demi baftion. 

In the morning of the 2d, the enemy opened again their embra- 
fures on the creft of the glacis, which they had been repairing all 
night, but with as little judgment as in the preceding, for their fhot 
ftill flew too high; and the guns being expofed as before without 
refiftance to the camion and mortars of the defences, were clofed 
again in an hour after they had opened, and remained filent the reft 
of the day. The other batteries continued as before. The Harlem 
had weighed before day-break, and anchored out of gun-fhot of the 
Shaftfbury, which now only fuftained the fire of the three guns on 
fhore; and theirs lefs frequent than in the preceding days. At 
eight in the morning, feveral parties of horfe w'ere difeerned from 
the fteeple, advancing in the plain about five miles N. w. of the 
fort; and foon after appeared the whole army, with Prefton and 
Mahomed Ifloof. The enemy’s cavalry at Viparee drew out, rein¬ 
forcements joined them from the black town, and at three in the 
afternoon firing commenced, which lafted until fun-let. 
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1 he governor hail repeatedly recommended to Prefton and Ma¬ 
homed lHoof to marc h round, and take poiTe Hum of St. Thome, 
and from thence to come by the fea-lhorc into the fort; or to pe¬ 
netrate wherever die they Ihould fee an opening; the intention of 
this junction was to concert meaiurcs for a general attack on the 
enemy’s camp, which could not be explained by letters in cipher 
and liable to interception. I he effort, however, was not to be 
made by a tally of the united force from the fort; but 1’refton’s 
army, after being furnifhed with money and four days proviftons, 
which the garriion could i'pare, were to march out and encamp 
abroad again; and at the appointed hour fall on the black town, 
wbilft the garriion at the lame time Tallied upon the enemy’s works. 
This projedl was fcarcely fcaiible; for the enemy, knowing'the 
junction in the fort, would be on itricT guard in all their pofts. 
Prefton, although he difapproved the fcheme, was as felicitous as 
the governor to carry it into execution; but the Polygars had failed 
to fupply the provilion of rice they had promifed, which obliged 
the army to fend for it as far as Chinglapet and Conjeveram, and 
detained them three clays at Trimliwafh until the morning of the 
2d; when they marched, intending to pafs to San Thome lietween 
the black town and the Mount, notwithftanding the whole body of 
the enemy’s cavalry were lying in the way at Viparee. Mr. Lally, 
hearing of their approach, took a detachment of 300 European in¬ 
fantry, 500 Sepoys, and fix field-pieces, from the black town, and 
joined his two bodies of cavalry which were lying at Viparee. He 
was accompanied bv Mr. Bully, and moft of the principal officers, 
of the army. They marched onward in the plain towards Pref- 
ton’s force, who feeing them coming, halted on the other fide of a 
long morals formed by paddy fields, which intericdled the whole ex¬ 
tent of the plain from weft to eaft: the cavalry with Prefton, to avoid 
the enemy’s cannonade, kept at adiftance in the rear; hut the in¬ 
fantry drew up under the Ihelter of banks which continued along 
the edge of the morafs. Mr. Lally made leveral motions to intice 
them to crofs; but they were not feduced: on which he took poft 
at three o’clock in a fpot of ground covered by hedges and trees, 
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and opened his cannon acrofs the morafs, although at the dif- 1759. 
tance of 1000 yards, which were anfwered by only fix three- 
pounders. The Sepoys, and even the Europeans on both fides, fired 
fometimes likewife with their fmall arms: but the horle were never 
near each other. From the advantage.of fituation, notwithftanding 
the difparity of the cannon, the lofs in Prefton’s army did not 
much exceed the enemy’s, being 15 Sepoys, one European, and 
five horfe killed, and five Sepoys wounded; whereas the enemy 
left nine Europeans and thirteen horfes dead oxr the plain. At fim- 
fet they retreated to Viparee, where Mr. Lally likewife remained 
with the detachment of infantry; and Prefix)] 1, for want of provi- 
fions, returned to Trimliwafh. 

In the night the enemy threw fewer fhells than ufual: from 
the morning of the 2d to the morning of the 3d, was the firfl: day 
fince the 4th of January, in which no one was killed in the 
fort; and no Sepoys received any hurt, but five Europeans were 
wounded. The pioneers of the garritbn continued the two mines: 
they w ho were at work under the blind difeovered no figns of the 
lap they lufpefted; but the miners, w'ho were pufhing under the 
covered-way towards the breaching battery, heard, at two in the 
morning, the found of men working near them in the enemy's 
mine on the right under the eafl: face of the glacis, which it was 
fuppofed they had relinquilhed fince it failed on the 23d. At day¬ 
break they Iprung this mine on the infide of the covered-way, 
through the counterfcarp of the ditch, at the extremity of the cu¬ 
vette; into which the bulk of the explofion was thrown. Frag¬ 
ments of the brick-work wounded five Europeans and a Sepoy; but 
the explofion itfelf blew up none: neverthelefs, to deftroy many 
men feemed the only intent; for if it was meant to facilitate the 
defeent into the ditch, their approaches were not fufficiently for¬ 
ward to attempt this operation; fince the excavation was entirely 
commanded by the three innermofi: guns in the flank of the royal 
baftion, of which all the feven being covered on the flank by the 
oreillon, and by traverfes in the rear, had received no hurt from the 
3 I 2 enemy’s 
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enemy’s cannon, and none of their mortars had chanced to light 
among!} them; lo that all remained in perfect condition, and the 
enemy, before they fprung the mine, fhould have raifed a battery 
in the lame direction, on the creft of the glacis, to take off thefe 
defences. Immediately after the cxplofion, they began to fire from 
two embralurcs of their breaching battery in the lalient angle, 
which the fire of the fort, as before, foon obliged them to clofe; 
their other batteries likewife flackened, and their mortars ltill more. 
Their workmen were chiefly employed during the night, in low¬ 
ering the embrafures of their breaching battery; the garrifon, 
befides the repairs of the demi baftion, againft which the greateft 
part of the enemy’s fire had been directed, worked at their two 
mining galleries. The cal'ualties of the day and night, befides the 
men wounded by the enemy’s mine, were only one Sepoy killed, 
and one wounded. 

At day-light on the 4th, the enemy again opened their breaching 
battery on the creft of the glacis, and for the firft time fired from all 
the fix embrafures, which, although fomething lowered, ftill remained 
too high to ftrike below the parapet of the baftions; and the endea¬ 
vour neceffary to reduce them even to this level retarded the repeti¬ 
tions of their fire. The two embrafures in the left of the battery bore 
on the north-eaft, the other four on the demi baftion. The n. e, 
returned with three guns, but the demi baftion with none; for the 
embrafures were doled, in order to let the workmen thicken the 
parapet within; and their fire was much better fupplied by the four 
innermoft guns in the flank of the royal baftion, upon which not a 
gon in the breaching battery againft which they fired, nor from any 
other, could’ bear; and the gunners, fenfible of their fecurity, fired 
with deliberate aim, whilft the three guns on the n. e. baftion conti¬ 
nued hotly on their oppofites, and both together obliged the enemy 
in lefs than an hour to withdraw their guns, and clofe the em¬ 
brafures; nor did they attempt to open them again during the reft 
of the day. At feven the gallery carrying on towards this battery 
having been puihed to the banquet of the covered-way fell in at the 
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end there, and the light came in; but the miners flopped the hole 1759- 
fo foon, that the enemy did not difcover the mifchance. The gal- 
lery was then filled five or. fix feet back, and from hence a return 
made to the right, from which it was again continued flraight for¬ 
ward under the glacis. In the night, the enemy had withdrawn 
the two twenty-four pounders from the bar, in order to replace others, 
which had been difabled in the north front of the attack; they 
however fubftituted a fix-pounder to check any fally from the fort. 

The ceffation of this fire to the fouth releafed the Shaftfbury from the 
greateft molefiation fhe had endured, by which feveral of her men 
had been killed and wounded, her hull fhot through in many places, 
and all her mafts and rigging ruined. In the morning, before 
day-light, fhe had moved from her ftation under the guns of the 
s. e. or San Thome baftion, and anchored about a mile in the 
offing, oppofite to the fea-gate. The French Ihips continued at their 
anchors out of gun-fhot; fo that all the annoyance which fhe re¬ 
ceived through the day was a fhot now and then from the fingle 
gun at the fecond crochet. Againft the fort, the four guns at the 
burying-ground continued with vivacity, but the two enfilading in 
the Lorrain, and the four crochet on the hofpital-battery with lefs 
frequency: all the enemy’s firft-rate bombs were expended, and 
moil of the next fizes, fo that they only fired a few fhells of eight 
and ten inches from the fecond crochet. In the evening, a floop 
from Pondicherry anchored at San Thome with a fupply of ftores. 

During the night, the enemy fired a great deal of mufketry upon 
the covered-way, and the garrifon, befides the repairs, continued 
the two mines. The cafualties of the night and day were one 
European and three Sepoys killed, and four with two wounded, and 
a twenty-four pounder was difabled on the demi baftion. 

Early in the morning of the 5th, the Harlem, the Diligent, 
and three fmaller veffels, got under fail from their ftation before 
the black town, where they left only one, a fmall floop, and Hand¬ 
ing to the fouthward were out of fight before the evening. The 
caufe of their Hidden departure, was a report from Pondicherry, 
that feveral fliips of force had been feen off Negapatam. At fun- 
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1759. rile, the enemy again opened their breaching battery, but. before 
they had fired three rounds were obliged to dole it again :by the dame 
fire as the day before. At nine, a red flag feen on the Mount fig- 
nified that Prefton’s and Mahomed Iflbof’s army were arrived there 
from Trimliwalh; they had before reprefented the neceflity of re¬ 
maining at a diftance until fupplied with ammunition and ftores 
from Chinglapet, provifions from the country, and money from 
Madrafs. Mr. Pigot ordered them at all events to attempt the 
effort fo often recommended of marching into the fort; but, left it 
fhould fail, difpatched in the evening ten of the troop of Euro¬ 
pean horfe, with Captain Vafferot, each carrying a thoufand pa¬ 
godas, who croffed the Ifland, forced through the enemy’s guard at 
Chindadrapettah, and arrived at the Mount at ten at night, of which 
they immediately gave notice to the garrifon by four rockets and a 
large fire. The fire of the enemy’s batteries w as flacker than uliial 
in the day, their fhells very few, and little mufketry in the night. 
Neverthelefs the cafualties until the morning of the 6th, were 
another twenty-four pounder difabled on the demi baftion, one Euro¬ 
pean and three Sepoys killed, and four Europeans wounded. 

The enemy’s breaching battery remained filent during the 6th; nor 
had they repaired the damages it had fuftained; but in Tally’s of 
which the fire had ceafed fince the 30th of the laft month, fix embra- 
fures appeared to have been reftored to good condition for l'ervice; but 
fo many-of-the enemy’s guns had been ruined, that they were obliged 
to withdraw the four from the recochet battery at the holpital, to 
furnifh the embrafures at Lally’s which, however, they did not 
open until the next day; fo that their fire this day was from fewer 
guns than in any fince they began the fiege, confifting only of the 
four o-uns at the burying-ground, and two in the Lorrain battery; 
but they added two ten-inch mortars to the two already eftablilhed 
at the iecond crochet. All their cavalry, European, as well as the 
black, were obferved filing off to the Choultry Plain; and Sepoys, 
with guns and tumbrils, were feen marching that way from the 
black town. The night parted without Ikirmifti, for the enemy 
were not heard At work on the creft of the glacis; but their mortars 
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continued. In the day and night two Europeans were killed, and 

two wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. 

In the morning of the 7th the enemy began to fire, as was ex¬ 
pected, from Lally’s battery, but only from four of the embrafures, 
and with a mortar on the right* all bearing upon the demi and 
north-eaft baftions, which together returned fix guns : the other 
batteries continued as the day before, and the mortars in the night; 
during which no alarms were, given either by the enemy or the gar- 
ril'on: two guns were difabled on the north-eaft baftion; two Eu¬ 
ropeans were killed, and five, and two Sepoys, wounded. 

Notwithftanding the inefficacy of the breaching battery, the reft: 
of the enemy’s fire had by this.time rent the falient angle of the 
demi baftion from top to bottom; and Mr. Lally, who viewed every 
thing with enthufiafm, ordered the principal engineers and artillery 
officers to give their opinion on the feafibility of ftorming this 
breach, and declared his own of fuccels; but the officers confider- 
ed the queftion with more deliberation. They agreed that the: de- 
fcent into the covered way from the breaching battery on one fide, 
and the gabions on the other, of the falient angle of the glacis, was 
eafy, and that the defcent into the ditch and paflage acrofs it had 
been rendered very practicable by the mine they had fprung in the 
eovered-way from the eaftern fide of the glacis, of which the ex- 
plofion had filled up a fufficient fpace at the end of the cuvette or 
trench of water dug along the middle of the ditchbut a rank of 
ftrong palifadoes ranged along the other fide of the cuvette, and 
having hitherto received no damage muft be torn down by hand, 
before the troops could gain the foot of the breach; who, during 
the defcent into the ditch, would be expofed, without the cover of a 
fingle gabion on the flank, to the fire of the north-eaft baftion and 
of mufketry from the blind before it; to fix guns in the curving 
flank of the royal baftion, and abundance of fmall arms from the 
eaponiere which led acrois the ditch to the north ravelin; and the 
havoc of thefe two fires would continue without the leaft refiftanoe 
©r, interruption upon the troops whilft afiaulting the breach itfelf. 
Fmm. thefe circumftances the officers declared the breach, although 
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practicable, inacccffible; but added, what they were not afked, 
that from a comparifon of the forces, the profccution of works to 
quell the fire of the place would only facrifice the lives of many 
men without the leaf! probability of (needs. 

The only variation in the attack during the 8th, was the addition 
of one gun on Lally’s, which now fired with five. T he force with 
which the enemy intended to oppofe the army at the Mount had 
collected in a feparate camp on the Choultry Plain, and in their rear 
at Egmore were fix field-pieces with four tumbrils. In the after¬ 
noon the Briftol anchored off St. Thome returning \\ it'll (lores from 
Pondicherry; and, as it was apprehended that fhe might have 
brought a fupply of large (hells, the governor propofed that the 
Shaftlburv, reinforced with 40 foldiers from the fhore, fhould attack 
her. CaptainInglifs concurred in this intention with alacrity; but 
his mails were fo much damaged, that it required the repair of two 
days before he could fet a fail. No annoyance, excepting mortars, 
palled between the befiegers and the fort during the night. Before 
the morning, the gallery in front of the blind before the north-eafl 
baftion had been carried far enough toward the fea to fecure this 
work from any mines of the enemy, and was continued in a direftion 
forward towards the palmyra palila.de, of which the enemy were 
in poflcffion, in order to crofs any other they might be attempting 
againfl the eall face of the covered wa v. Two explofions of powder 
had been occafioned in the enemy's works by the fall of fhells during 
the night. In thefe 24 hours were one European and one Sepoy 
killed, and two Europeans and one Sepoy wounded; but no gun 
was difmounted. 

In the three lafl days, information had been received from Captain 
Preflon, that Major Calliaud was approaching with a reinforcement 
from the fouth; and thefe were the firfl advices concerning him, 
which had reached either Preflon or the garrifon fince his departure 
toTanjore; for every letter which he had written palling through the 
enemy’s country, had been either intercepted by them, or carried far 
away by the meilengers. A variety of untoward incidents had pro¬ 
tracted the execution of his commiflion. He embarked at nine in 
2 the 
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the morning on the ift of December in a common maffoolah, which 
had only lix rowers and the fteerfman ; he was accompanied by Mr.' 
Bofwell the lurgeon, as his interpreter, and one fervant. In a 
tew hours after they were at fea, a hard gale of wind arofe, in 
which they could not fhow the fail, and fcarcely ufe the oars; 
neverthelefs the drift of the wind and current carried the boat by 
9 o’clock the fecond night as far as Devi Cotah, which is by the 
fea one hundred and thirty miles from Madrafs, when the rowers 
were fo much exhaufted, that no entreaties could prevent them 
from putting afhore; and they grounded on the ftrand w ithin half 
a mile of the fort of Devi Cotah, in which was an officer and fome 
French Sepoys, from whofe notice they were preferved by the con¬ 
tinuance of the fform, and before day-break put to fea again; but 
the boatmen would not venture over the larger and outer furf, and 
continued driving in the hollow fea between the two, until noon, 
w hen they landed at Tranquebar. The rains had overflowed the 
rivers, which remained impaffable until the 12th. On the 14th 
Calliaud arrived at Aimapettah 15 miles from Tanjore, where 
he was again detained three days by the bad weather. On the x 7th 
he reached the city. 

The king of Tanjore, when more clofely preffed by Captain 
Jofeph Smith to furnifh the 1000 horfe requefted of him by the 
Prefidency in December, pleaded the ravages which his country 
had lately fuffered from the French army, and demanded 200,000 
rupees before-hand; at length he more plainly faid, that he thought 
the Englifh did not care what befel the territory of their allies, 
provided they could defend their own: but as lie could not allege 
this indifference to himfelf when attacked by the French, he cited 
the unconcern with which they had fuffered the French to take 
every fort belonging to the Nabob, and even his capital of Arcot, 
without making any efforts to protect them; although he knew that 
the Prefidency had not the means, and with the Nabob’s were loiing 
their ow n revenues. 

Major Calliaud found the king in the fame temper, fo pre- 
poffeffed of the decline of the Englifh fortune, that he neglected tbe 

Vol. II. 3 K ufual 


437 

1759- 

February. 



The War of Coromandel. Babk ifc*: 

ufual attentions to himfelf, a a their representative, and inftead of a? 
houfe, allotted his habitation in a choultry. In their conference, 
the king Said he had Sufficiently expoled himSelf to the re- 
Icntment of the French, if Madrafe fliould fall, by the afli fence 
he had already Sent with Mahomed Woof, which were 30a 
horfe; but not paid by himfelf: neverthelefs he was willing to lend 
400 more, provided Calliaud would difcharge their arrears: Cal- 
liaud demanded Colonel Kennedy and the Jefuit Eftevan, the French 
hoftages whom the king had detained; but the king refufed, and 
let them depart on the 19th, as it were, in his fight. Never¬ 
theless, the horfe were So neceffary that Calliaud determined not to 
take offence whilft there remained any probability of getting them, and 
applied for money to the houfe of Buccangee, which was by far the 
moll confiderable bank in the Carnatic, and had hitherto tranlafted 
the greatell part of the Company’s exchange throughout the province: 
but their agents in Tanjore refufed to fupply any money for bills on 
Madrafs. The king knowing this promifcd the horfe Ihould be 
ready in four days, if the money w’as paid. Calliaud then applied 
to the Dutch government of Negapatam, who proffered a loan, but 
propofed to furnifh it in coins, and at rates, which would have 
produced a lofs of 25 per cent. TheSe disappointments obliged 
him to Seek the money at Tritchinopoly, where he arrived on 
the 24th, and obtained the promife of a fupply from another Shop 
of Buccangee’s houfe eftablilhed there: he returned on the 27th to 
Tanjore, where intelligence had been received the day before, that 
the Nabob with his family, who had left Madrafs on the 20th, 
were arrived at Negapatam, and that his wife, in this lhort but 
tempeftuous paffage, had been brought to bed at fea. At the fame 
time Seid Mucioon the Nabob’s agent at Tanjore mformed the king, 
that the Nabob intended to come into the city in his w ay to Tritchi- 
nopoly, and expected to be met, as ufual, upon the road; but the 
embarkation, the feafon, and above all> the travail of the lady, had 
convinced the king, contrary to the real motives, that nothing but. 
the defpair of Madrafs could have induced the Engliih government 
to expoSe the prince of their alliance to Inch rilks and diilrclffs; 
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and either from the malignant pleafure of infulting his fuperior in 1 759. 
diftrefs, or from his dread of the French, if they fhould prove 
fuccel'sful, or both, he refilled either to admit the Nabob into the 
city, or to pay him a viiit without the walls: nor heeded the re- 
prefentations of Calliaud endeavouring to correct his contumacy. 

The news likewifefrightened thelhroff at Tritchinopoly fo much, that 
he retraded his promile, and refufed to fupply money upon any terms. 
However, 50 of the horfe were affembled at Condore on the bank of 
the Coleroon, 10 miles north of the city, and Calliaud, in order to 
encourage the reft to follow, went thither likewife. The next 
day, which was the 28th, a detachment of 500 Sepoys, which 
he had ordered from Tritchinopoly to elcort the Nabob, palled by- 
in their way to Negapatam; and on the ift of January he received 
from Mr. Norris, the member of the council who had accompanied 
the Nabob fr.om Madrafs, .10 of 20,000 pagodas which had been 
fent by the Prefidency to defray the expences of the garrilon of Trit- 
chinopoly: but although this fupply obviated the pretexts of delay, 
the king lent out no more horfe. On the 5th, major Calliaud vi- 
lited the Nabob at Aimdpettah,, and accompanied him to Po?idi, a 
v illage 7 miles from Tanjore, where the illnefs of the Nabob’s wife 
detained them, the two fucceeding days, during which major Cal¬ 
liaud went again to the city, when his exhortations, feconded by the 
appearance of the elcort, prevailed; and the kingvifited the Nabob 
on the 8th with the ufual ceremonies in a choultry on the road. 

Major Calliaud, to dignify the Nabob’s appearance in his own ter¬ 
ritory, and at his earneft requeft, judicioufly put himfelf at the head 
of the elcort, and marched with him to Tritchinopoly: they arrived 
there on the 10th, but Calliaud returned the next day to Condore; 
where no more horfe had hitherto joined the firft party; his letters 
and msftages, for he refplved not to vifit the king again, availing as 
little as before, he returned to Tritchinopoly on the 17th, in 
hopes.of levying a body of horfe in the adjacent country; and on his 
departure exprefled, intending it Ihould be conveyed, the utmoft indig- 
ssition at the king’s evafions. He however left agents at Condore to 
, 3 Is. 2 improve 
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impio-e mv advantageous change which might happenin his dif[>o- 
lition, ami l!ic king, alarmed by the rclentrnent of his departure, tent 
out the remainder of the horle with ferihes to clear their accounts; 
on winch Cal I mud returned on tile 21ft to Condore, and, advancing 
them fifteen days pay, they crofted the Coleroow the next day, 
and 011 the 23d moved to Trimalvcdy, a fort belonging to the 
yNritlojc Polygar, on the bank of the river, about five miles above 
Condore. Here he propoled that they fhould proceed 10 miles far¬ 
ther that day ; but they halted, parlying for more pay, until the 
25th, when they marched 20 miles to Mongalpaddy, a village Bill 
in the diftricts of Ariclorc; where they were joined by three com¬ 
panies of Sepoys from Tritchinopoly. The whole arrived and halt¬ 
ed the next day at Volcondah, and on the 25th reached Thiagar: 
here the horle refufed again to proceed until the)- receiv ed their ar¬ 
rears, which the king had promifed, and failed to lend. They were 
however fiitisfied with another advance of 15 days, but requefted 
another day’s halt in expectation of fome of their necefiaries which 
were not yet come up from Tanjore. On the 31ft they marched 
from Thiagar to Tricolore, which is 15 miles onwards. The killi- 
dar Kiftnarow, who had before taken the field with Mahomed Woof, 
promiled to follow with all his force from Thiagar: but none ap¬ 
peared. On the 1 ft of February, Calliaud, with his own troops, 
reached Trivanalore, and the next day Villaporam. The partizan 
Lambert, with 500 Sepoys, had advanced to this place to oppofe 
their progrefs; but, receiving certain intelligence of their force, 
went off the fame day to Gingee. The want of provifions detained 
Calliand’s party at Villaporum until the 4th; and on the 7th, at 
noon, they arrived at Chinglapet, both foot and horle lb much fa¬ 
tigued, for the march was leventy-five miles in three davs, that 
they could proceed no farther; on which Calliaud left them there 
to refrelh, and went away with his own attendants to the Mount, 
where he arrived at leven that night; and as the elder officer took 
the command of all the forces there, Prefton’s, Mahomed Woof's, 
and Abdulwahab’s. 


The 
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The Mount is a craggy rock, of which the bafe is oblong from 1759. 
eaft to weft, and a mile round. It has two eminences, of which that 
to the eaftward is much the higheft, being 150 feet, and has at 
the top a lmall level plot, in which ftands a church, the fubftitute of 
a much more ancient ftructure, dedicated, by the ancient Chriftians 
of Coromandel and Malabar, to a St. Thomas, whom the prefent er- 
roneoufly fuppofe to be the apoftle. A flight of broad fteps leading 
to the church winds on the eaftern fide, juft where the hill itfelf 
begins to round to the north. A village of country-houfes, built by 
the Englifh, extends from the foot of the Mount about 600 yards 
to the eaft, and confifts of two rows of houfes fituated in gardens 
leparated by a lane. The row which faces the loath fronts a pleafant ' 
plain, and the walls of its enclofures as well on this fide as on the 
other, where they Ikirt the lane, are on a ftraight line. The encloliire 
which terminated the front row, to the eaft, was the garden-houfe 
of Colonel Lawrence; it occupied xoo yards to the plain, and, as 
all the others of this row, the fame extent backward to the lane; 
the gardens on the other fide of the lane were not all enclofed 
with walls, but lome with banks and hedges ; all, however, capable 
of fome defence. The laft enclofure in this row, which from its 
owner was called Carvalho’s garden, projected 50 yards farther out 
to the eaft than Lawrence’s, the laft in the front row, of which 
in confequence it flanked the eaftern fide : and about 200 yards 
out on the plain to the fouth, diretftly oppoftte to Carvalho’s, flood 
the ruins of five or fix mud houfes, with feveral trees fttrroundin<r 
a fmall brick building, which had once contained a fwamv, or 
idol. This ftation flanked the ground before the front row of en¬ 
clofures. The lane that feparated the two rows continued nearly in 
a ftraight line from the eaft, and terminated at the bottom of the 
fteps leading to the fummit of the Mount. On the right hand of 
the fteps was a craggy path from the plain on the fouth, and on the 
left hand an outlet leading round the north fide of the Mount: 
contiguous to the path on the right, and within piftol-ihot of the 
fteps, was a houfe which looked upon the outlet to the north; 
and the laft houfe on the other fide at this end of the lane com r 
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manded obhqw B l lie opening of the path from the fouth: a fpacious 
gateway at the bottom of the flops fronted the lane between. 

'I'lie black troops, cxclufive of thole which Major Calliaud had left 
at Cbinglapet, were 2200 horfe, and 2500 Sepoys; but the Eu¬ 
ropeans w ere only 103, 12 of whom were artillery-men, and 10 
with Vaflcrot, troopers ; the other 80 were mufketry, including 
officers; the artillery were fix threc-pounrlers. Of the Sepoys, thole 
from the garrifon of Chinglapet, and yoo of Mahomed Ifloof’s might 
be relied on ; but little dcpendance could be placed on the reft, and 
lets on the cavalry. In this conviction, Calliaud determined to 
rifle little in the plain, but to defend the whole village of the 
Mount, which afforded excellent ftations. The plain to the north, 
behind the fecond row of enclotures, required few precautions, be- 
caufe the ground, being laid out in rice Holds, precluded the approach 
of cannon, and the ufe of cavalry. But, if the enemy Ihould get 
poffeffion of Carvalho’s garden, they might loon penetrate into all 
the other inclotures of the lecond row along the lane when the firft 
row, attacked from this in the rear, and in front by another divi- 
fion of the enemy from the plain on the fouth, could not be long 
maintained. Calliaud therefore confidered Carvalho’s garden as the 
decilive pod, and ftationed in it 60 of the European mufketry with 
four of the field-pieces. The two other field-pieces, with the 20 
other European firelocks, and 300 Sepoys, were pofted at the fwamy- 
houte; the inlets of this port were barricaded, and the walls of the 
mud houfes were lowered to parapets for the mufketry, and where 
neceftary ftill lower for the field-pieces, but time and means were 
wanting to encloie them either with a ditch or palilades. Seven¬ 
teen hundred Sepoys were diftiibuted in the gardens of the front 
row facing the fouth, but the greateft part in Lawrence’s to the 
eaft, and a communication was prepared between all thefe cnclo- 
fures by openings in the walls of feparation. The remaining 500 
Sepoys were ftationed to defend the inlets to the upper end of the 
lane, at the foot of the Mount; fome in the two houles there, others 
on the fteps, others at the gat:, and others in different parts of the 
rock itielf. The black cavalry had encamped along the north 
5 fids 
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fide of the Mount, and were ordered to hold themfelves in readinefs 

to aft as occafion fliould require. 

With the dawn of the next day, which was the 9th, the enemy 
were diicerned approaching in two large bodies. The one confin¬ 
ing of 1200 Sepoys and 500 black horfe, advanced from the Marine- 
long, or San Thome river, towards the eaft end of the village, but 
having no field-pieces, regulated their approach by that of the 
other body, which, having taken a circuit to the left, were per¬ 
ceived at two miles diftance on the plain to the fouth. This body 
confided of 300, being the whole of the French European cavalry, 
and 600 European infantry: the cavalry was in the centre in two 
ranks, the troopers on the right, the dragoons next, the huflars on 
the left. The infantry were equally divided on each fide of the 
cavalry, and both divifions had two field-pieces on each of their 
flanks, eight in all, of which two were twelve, two nine, and the 
other four fix-pounders. The whole was commanded by a relation 
of Mr. Lally'S, of the lame name, and with the rank of colonel. 
The black horfe with Calliaud formed on his fummons in front of the 
garden walls ; they were crowded, according to their cuftom, ten or 
twelve ranks in-depth. Abdulwahab prefented himfelf with feeming 
refblution at their head, and Calliaud, with the 16 troopers and Val- 
ferotg rode oh their left. The French cavalry were advancing before 
their infantry; and it was the intention of Calliaud, that his own 
fhould wait until they came in a line with the flank fire of the field- 
pieces at the fwamy-houfe: but when they were within 1000 yards, 
where the ground began to take an afcent towards the garden walls, 
although fcarcely perceptible in a Ids {pace, the whole body of the 
black cavalry with Calliaud fet off {hampering, Ihouting, and flourilh- 
ing their labres. The French cavalry came on to meet them at a round 1 
trot; but halting fuddenly, the firft rank difcharged their carbines, 
fey which four ©r fiveborfcs, and as many meny were brought to the 
g£OUfol,on which the whole, excepting Calliaud and the 1 o troopers,’ 
WsSnt.©ff at once, fome dcaping abng the fid© of the Mount to thein 
rightybut others turning, prefled into the path in their rear, which 
is&inlh ths hsad ef the lane at the footiof the Heps, and pufhed asrols 
'b* it 
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i ~ ;<). it by the other outlet, to the plain on the north of the Mount. The 
French cavalry followed them until they themfelves came within 
reach of the flank fire of the field-pieces at the fwamy-houfe, which 
falling amongft the troopers and dragoons on the right, obliged them 
to check and turn back; but the hufTars on the left, not feeling lo 
much of this annoyance, pufhed on, and purfiued the fugitives through 
the opening into the upper end of the lane, where they immediately 
fell under the fire of the 500 Sepoys ported in the different ftations 
in that part of the Mount and in the two houfes, which drove them 
with as much precipitation as thole they were purfuing, through 
the nutlet to the north, from whence they galloped round the 
Mount, and rejoined the cavalry from which thev had leparated, 
in the plain to the fouth. Calliaud, with the troopers, retreated to 
the enclofure next Lawrence’s garden, and his horle, w hich had re¬ 
ceived a ball in the breaft, fell under him at the gate. As loon as 
the hurtars returned, the whole of the French line advanced again in 
the lame order as before, and halted at the diftance of 600 yards; 
the divifion of infantry on the right, oppofite to the fwamy-houfe; 
the other on the left, over againft the laft enclolfires at the foot of 
the Mount. From thefe lituations the infantry of both divifions fent 
forward their field-pieces 200 yards nearer, which began a brilk and 
indiferiminate cannonade againft the garden walls, and the port at the 
fwamy-houfe, which was anl’wered with effefit only by the two 
field-pieces at this port ; for the fire of the Sepoys, even here as well 
as in the gardens, was thrown away, and neverthelefs could not be 
reftrained. Mean while the body of enemy’s troops to the eaft halt¬ 
ed behind a ridge, which extended at the diftance of 400 yards, op¬ 
pofite to Carvalho’s garden, againft which their Sepoys kept up a 
conftant and ufelel's fire of mutketry, which neverthelefs was often 
anfwered from the four field-pieces in the garden. 

Colonel Lally feeing no effeft from his field-pieces againft the 
garden walls to the iouth, and the danger of ftorming them, 
before the advanced poft at the fwamy-houfe was carried, de¬ 
tached at nine o’clock 100 Europeans from the divifion of infan¬ 
try on the right, to attack it at the pufti of bayonet; but the lire 
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of the two field-pieces, and the muiketry there, met them fo hotly, 1 759 - 
that they broke within 30 yards of the poll, and retreated with prc- ' February, 
cipitation to their divifion, which on this repulfe recurred again 
to their field-pieces. Cailiaud, neverthelefs, was convinced that 
the poll would be loon attacked again, and could not be main¬ 
tained thoughout the day, and therefore drew off one of the field- 
pieces. At ten the enemy lent a ftronger detachment to make ano¬ 
ther- attack, who were beat off as the firft; and half an hour after 
another attack was made by 200 of the divifion, who were likewife 
repulfed; but thefe fucceffes had fo much elated the defenders, that 
all the Sepoys, with moft of the Europeans, accompanied by enfign 
Airey himfelf, rufhed out to purl'ue the detachment; who, as if 
by defign, retreated fall, and led them 300 yards into the plain: 
two troops of horle, who had been patrolling in the rear of the in¬ 
fantry, chanced at this moment to be juft behind the remaining Eu¬ 
ropeans of the divifion to the right; and feeing the advantage, fet 
off at full gallop and fell fword in hand upon the purluers, before 
they had time to form in proper order to refill the fhock. All were 
in an inftant lcattered, and many were cut down before they reached 
the fwamy-houfe; when, although fafe, they did not think themfelves 
fo, but leaving the field-piece, ran out on the other fide to gain the 
gate of Lawrence’s garden, which flood open before them; but before 
they got there, the troopers galloping round the eaft fide of the poll, fell 
upon uiem again, up to the very gate, where their career was checked 
by a ftrong fire of the Sepoys, whom Mohomed Ilfoof, feeing the 
dilafter, had ranged along the walls. The furprize, for feveral fell, 
deprived the cavalry likewife of the recolledtion to return, and take 
Ihelter behind the cover at the fwamy-houfe; but they galloped a- 
erols the angle of Lawrence’s towards the angle of Carvalho’s gar¬ 
den, where Cailiaud feeing them coming, met them with the fire of 
the 4 field-pieces in this poll: but the gunners having hitherto only 
uled ball, forgot to change their charge for grape lhot, which great¬ 
ly diminilhed the execution; for the cavalry paffed within 30 yards 
of the angle, and continued galloping onward to the north-eaft, un¬ 
til oat of reach, when they turned in the rear of their Sepoys be- 
Vol. II. 3 L ' hind 
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hind the ridge-. However lome of them fell; but all the lofs they 
had fuffered was much lets than the havock they had made; for 
they had killed or cut down more than a hundred, but naoflly 
Sepoys. 

The right divifion of the enemy’s infantry with their field-pieces im¬ 
mediately took poflelfion of the defected poll; their left like wife advanc¬ 
ed Ibmcthing nearer the inclolures on their fide, and both began a hot 
cannonade againft the garden walls, which being flight, but of brick, 
were ealily perforated. The Sepoys w ithin took fhelter behind the 
houfes, ready to man the walls on a clofer attack; but ever and anon, 
one or other of thole, obliged to move to and fro, was killed; and 
thefe cafualties, although few, dilpirited many, who took every oppor¬ 
tunity to quit their ftations, and Ileal into the back inclolures, from 
whence they efcaped round the Mount, and haftened far from the 
field. Of the black cavalry not more than a hundred had returned 
lince the rout in the morning, and kept both the rows of enclolures 
between themfclves and the enemy's foot. At noon a party was 
difeerned advancing from the San Tliome river, with a piece of 
cannon drawn by many oxen. It was a heavy iron eighteen-poun¬ 
der. The field-pieces at Carvalho’s fired upon them at random foot, 
which, frightened the cattle, and obliged the drivers feveral times to 
unyoke the rellive, and at laft to throw them all off, when the Laf- 
cars alone dragged the gun: but when arrived at the ridgejwhere 
the Sepoys had taken poll, it could not be made ufe of behind it; 
and whilll they were drawing it further forward into the plain, fe¬ 
veral foot which took place amongll them interrupted their attempt. 
At length it was brought to a proper llation, and at 2 o’clock began 
to fire at point blank; it was oppofed as before by the 4 three- 
pounders, which could not with the fame certainty reach fo far, and 
feveral of the men ferving them were killed by the foot, and wounded 
by fragments of the houfe. Mean while the enemy to the fbnth, be- 
fides their cannonade, w'hieh continued hotter than in the forenoon, 
advanced at different intervals feveral parties, as well from the divi¬ 
fion on the left, as the fwamy-houfe, with the appearance of af- 
fault, but only to draw the unneceflary fire of the Sepoys which 
*«* always 
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always fucceeded; and it became fortunate that fo many had quitted, 
for even the beft who remained could not be reftrained from firing 
on every motion, although in vain. But by 5 o’clock in the afternoon, 
the perfeverence of the enemy’s cannonade obliged them likewife 
to diminifli it, for fear of ruining their own guns, and at funfet it 
ceafed totally, and they were feen yoking, and foon after drew off 
all their artillery, moving to the eaftward: the eighteen-pounder 
ceafed and drew off at the fame time. The fight was more joyful 
than they fufpefted to the troops in the village, for Calliaud had juft 
before received information, that the mufket ammunition was ex¬ 
pended to fix cartridges a man, and only three balls,befides the grape- 
iliot, left for each of the field-pieces; fo that no retreat could have been 
made, if preffed by the enemy in the open plain. Spies followed them 
until they had crofted the river of San Thome, and began to take up 
their quarters in the village of Marmelong; and immediately on the 
return of the {pies at eight at night, Calliaud marched away with all 
that remained of his force, in filence, for fear of the enemy’s cavalry, 
and left fires to deceive them. Before the morning, they arrived at 
Vendaloor. The fugitive cavalry of the morning had run away with 
fo much hurry, that they reached Chinglapet before noon. To rejoin 
them, as well as to get a fupply of ammunition, Calliaud continued 
his march the next day, and arrived there in the evening, where all 
the Sepoys, who had not entirely deferted, were likewife affembled. 
Of the Europeans, {even were killed, and 13 wounded. It was not 
{o eafy to afcertain the lofs fuftained by the Sepoys; but by the reports 
cf thofe who held out through the action, it was computed that fifty 
were killed on the fpot, and about 150 were brought away wounded. 
The lofs of the enemy was not known, but fuppofed to be 50 Eu¬ 
ropeans, and moft in proportion of the cavalry. The firing of the 
action was heard in the fort, and feveral parties at different times of 
the day were feen going towards the Mount, and not a few palankins 
and doolies returning from it with the wounded. 

Notwithftanding the draughts which had been made for this at¬ 
tack, the enemy’s fire on the fort continued with more vivacity than 
might have been expended, although not lb freouent as the dav be- 
3 Lz ' ‘fore. 
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fore, In it both their fnot and fhells were directed againft the build¬ 
ings. The. Shaflcfbury was not ready to weigh and bear down upon 
the Briftol, at anchor in the road of St. Thome, before the night 
doled, and in this interval the Briftol employed all the boats which 
could be idlembled in unloading bet ft ores, and for more difpatch 
put a part of them on board of the Hoop which was in the road 
when (he arrived, and into the other from the black town, which had 
paflcd and anchored near her; neverthdefs fhe had not dilcharged 
half her cargo before night, and for fear of the Shaftdbury let fail, 
and was out of reach before morning. It being fuppofed that the 
fervicc at the Mount had drained the enemy’s polls to the foilthward 
of the fort, two companies of Sepoys were detached in the afternoon, 
who proceeded as far as the governor’s garden, from whence they 
brought off fome ammunition, and in their return let tire to the ga¬ 
bions of the battery near the bar, meeting no oppofition. The ene¬ 
my’s mortars continued lparingly through the night, but as in the 
day againft the houles. Not a man or a gun was hurt in the fort 
during thefe 24 hours; but the numbers of the garrifon were by this 
time fo much impaired by cafualties and ficknefs, that the grenadier 
company, which had hitherto been kept in reierve, were obliged to 
furnilh a proportion to the guards of the different pofts. 

The next day, which was the 10th, the enemy fired with four 
guns and one mortar from Lully’s, three guns from the burying- 
ground, two from the Lorrain battery, and with two mortars at 
the fecond crochet: the guns at Lally’s fired lmartly, but inoft of 
the fnot from hence, as well as the fhells from all the three mor¬ 
tars, were, as the day before, dire&ed againft the buddings, which 
were much rent and lhattered. The mortars continued through the 
night, during which the garrifon began another embraiure in the 
fafeine battery on the beach, within the flow of the lurf } it was in¬ 
tended to fweep the ftrand, along which the enemy might approach 
under cover of the bank of land which forms the beach and flops the 
fea that has thrown it up. The gallery or mine at the falient angle 
was this day completed: it had been pulhed 90 feet from thecoun- 
terfearp of the ditch, which Nought it under the enemy’s breach¬ 
ing 
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ing batten’, when a fhort return was made on each hand from the 
end, and in a chamber at the end of each return was laid a box, 
containing 200 pounds of powder, to which the fauciffons were 
fixed. The gallery before the blind was fufficiently advanced to¬ 
wards the fea-fide to crofs any approach under ground to the blind, 
and another branch was opened from this gallery ten feet on the 
outfide of the eaft face of the covered-way, parallel to which it was 
intended to prolong the branch to the north, in order to difcover 
and meet the enemy if working under ground in this part. In the 
morning the Cuddalore {loop belonging to the Company returned 
into the road, which {he had left ten days before, having employed this 
time in regaining the diftance fhe had failed in one; orders were im¬ 
mediately lent off to her by a catamaran; in confequence of which 
flie bore down into the road of St. Thome, and attacked the two 
fmall veffels lying there, which had not yet landed all the ftores 
they had received from the Briftol. The veffels, after receiving a 
few {hot, weighed and ran clofe to the furf, within 100 yards of the 
fhore; the Cuddalore followed them as near as fhe could, when a 
party of mulketry, with two field-pieces, came to the ftrand, and 
began to fire on her; by which the crew, who w ere all Lafcars, 
were fo much frightened, that they could hardly be prevailed on to 
{land the deck: the mailer, therefore, bore away, and in the even¬ 
ing anchored again before the fort. The fire of the day and night 
wounded two Europeans and one Sepoy, and difabled a 24. pounder 
on the demi baft ion. 

On the nth the enemy’s fire continued from the lame cannon 
and mortars as the day before, but more briiklv. The Cuddalore 
{loop bore down again in the morning upon the two veffels in the 
road of St. Thome, and was again beat off by the fame fire from the 
ftiore. The outward embrafure of the fafcine battery in the iinf 
was completed, and palifadoes ftaked in front of it: a range of 
trees were laid before the palifadoes, and others along the {boulder 
of the battery in the furf itfelf. The cafualties in the day and night 
were two Europeans and one Sepoy killed, and four Europeans and 
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one Sepoy wounded; a twenty-four pounder was difabled on the 
royal baftion. 

"The lame fire continued on the 1 2 th, but with more effedt, difabling 
fix o-uns. Before this time all the original parapet of the n.e. baftion 
hati" been battered away; and fo much of die body of the baftion itfelf 
crumbled, that the outfide of the gabions and land-bags, which had 
been fubftituted on the rampart, did not extend beyond the ground 
which had been the line of the mfide of the original parapet; and in 
the afternoon of this day a fhot from a twenty-four-pounder on 
Tally's battery came quite through the gabions, and wounded a fen- 
tinel in the baftion; four other Europeans and one Sepoy were 
wounded, and two Europeans were killed, during thele 24 hours. 

At three in the morning of the 13th, a party from the enemy’s 
trenches, confifting of 50 Coffrees, advanced along the fea-fide from 
the ftockade, of which they were in pofleffion, intending to ftorm and 
nail up the guns in the fafeine battery. They were led by a lerjeant 
chofen for his bravery, with the promife of a commiffion if the at¬ 
tempt fucceeded. The party was difeovered when within 30 yards 
of the work, on which they halted, probably to form for the pufh, 
and in this Ihort interval received two rounds of grape-lhot from the 
embrafure next the breach, the execution of whicli threw them into 
fuch confufion, that they all ran back to the trenches, leaving feven 
dead, and the ferjeant deiperately wounded. Upon this alarm, the 
drums beat to arms, and all the garrifon and inhabitants repaired to 
their feveral pofts: and a fmart fire was kept up from the defences, 
and returned by the enemy from the trenches, for fome time after 
the party was repulfed. The lerjeant crawled into the covered-way, 
where he was taken up, told what he knew of the enemy’s inten¬ 
tions, and died before day-break. This day the enemy cealcd firing 
from the three guns in the Lorrain battery, by which the number 
of their cannon was reduced to feven pieces; but the five in Tally’s 
fired very brilkly: their three mortars continued as before through 
the clay, but very fparingly during the night, which gave fulpicion 
that they were bufy at work in their trenches, and before day-light 
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at three o’clock in the morning, it was difcovered that they had ad¬ 
vanced iome gabions on the edge of the furf beyond the Palmyra 
ftockade, which indicated that they either intended to bring cannon 
againft the fafcine battery, or to advance by traverfes under cover 
of the beach which was fteep, and then attack the covered-way and 
the facine battery together: a ftrong fire was kept up from the faf¬ 
cine battery upon the ftockade, and the gabions they had advanced 
until the morning. In thefe 24 hours no guns were difmounted in 
the fort, but three Europeans were killed, and four, with one Sepoy, 
wounded. The mine under the enemy’s battery at the faiient angle 
of the covered-way was completely ftoptup before noon ; and three 
pioneers, covered at night by ten grenadiers, were continued at the 
counterfcarp in readinefs to make the explofion. 

It being difcovered at day-break of the 14th, that the enemy had 
renewed their gabions beyond the ftockade, a tally was made upon 
them at fun-rife. A fubaltern and 15 men went along the covered¬ 
way till they came upon the flank of the ftockade, 40 men with 
two captains advanced direftly in front of it along the glacis, fol¬ 
lowed by 20 pioneers and an engineer without arms. The two 
parties attacked at the fame inftant, and their firft fire drove the 
enemy from the ftockade, and continued firing forwards from it on 
all that appeared ; at the fame time the north ravelin, the royal, the 
demi, and N. e. baftioir plyed the trenches with grape finot, and all 
together deterred the enemy from venturing out of them, which 
gave the pioneers leifure to overturn the gabions into the lea, and 
to fpread and level the earth they contained. After which, the 
whole detachment returned unmolefted into the covered-wav, 
having only two men flightly wounded. The enemy’s fire con¬ 
tinued as the day before, but they threw very few ftiells in the night, 
during which they worked hard in replacing the gabions which had . 
been overfet in the morning, and endeavoured to complete the tra- 
verfe from them towards the furf; but the. fire of a twelve-pounder 
from the fafcine battery, and the fhells from the demi baftion, con¬ 
tinually interrupted their work. In the evening the Diligent, and 
a Hoop with ftores from Pondicherry, anchored in the road of St. 
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Thome ; and on their appearance 15 tailors which had been taken 
ont of tiie Shaftfbury to l'crve in the garrilon, with 30 more Eu¬ 
ropeans, were font on board with orders to Captain Inglifs to bear 
down, and attack thefe veflels. The decks of tire Shaftfbury being 
i n jtc 1 with goods, file did not get under fail until 11 o’clock at 
night, and 'was too foon discovered by the two velTels, which im¬ 
mediately got under way, and before day-break were too far to 
ti "fwwdto be purfued. In thefe 24 hours two Europeans 
v,.n iTd, and five wounded; but none of the Sepoys were hurt. 
A twanty-iour-pounder, on the demi baftion, was fplit in the muz¬ 
zle i)v one of the enemy’s fhot. For fcveral days a number of la- 
»•> u , ,u udecl by a party of foldicrs, with an officer, had been dit- 
t. tn J 1. Dm the fteeple demolifhing the governor’s garden-hoiife, 
and m tne afternoon of this day they let fire to the village of Cbi- 
pauk, which ftood at the back of the garden, between the bar of the 
river and tire village of Triplicane. 

The next day, which was the 15th, the enemy’s fire was very 
brhk m the morning, from fix guns in Lallv’s, four at the burying- 
grov.nd, and two in the Lorram battery ; but it decreafed in the af¬ 
ternoon, and at five o’clock they only fired from three in Tally’s, 
and two at the burving-ground, and from neither of the two in the 
Lorram battery; the fire of their mortars hkewife flackened. Seve¬ 
ral camels and many Coolies were feen palling from St. Thome acrofs 
Egmore plain to the black town, loaded, it was fuppoied, with am¬ 
munition; but a much greater number of Coolies, with all kinds of 
burthens, parted from thence to the fouthw 7 ard, which confirmed the 
intelligence of a fpy, that the enemy were fending away their fuper- 
fluous ftores and the remains of their booty to Pondicherry, and gave 
credit to the information of the deceafed ferjeant, that they had de¬ 
termined to raiie the fiege. They fired very few Ihells, and conti¬ 
nued very quiet in their trenches during the night; but the garrifon 
fufpeding that they might be carrying on their gabions by the fea- 
fide, kept up a fmart fire from the falcine battery upon the head of 
their lap until two o’clock in the morning, when the moon gave fuf- 
ficient light to difeover that they were doing nothing there; on 
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which the firing ceafed. At the fame time, the enemy’s guard in 1759. 
their battery on the creft of the glacis, which for fome days had f^bruary. 
only been ufed as a lodgment fqr mufketry, perceived and fired upon 
a party of Sepoys who were levelling the rubbifh at the foot of'the 
demi baftion, which had been beat down by the cannonade of the 
day. One of the Sepoys was killed, on which the reft ran away, 
and no other of thefe troops could be prevailed upon to continue the 
work, which was however completed by a party of Europeans. A 
fix-pounder in the fafcine battery was difabled by one of tne enemy’s 
fhot. The cafualties in the 24 hours, were one Coffree and one 
Sepoy killed, and one of each, with two Europeans; wounded, and 
Lieutenant Hopkins loft his right arm by a cannon fhot. Two 
letters were received this day .from Major Calliaud, dated the nth 
and 13th, advifing his intention to make a forced march from Ching- 
lapet, with the troops under his Command, in-hopes of furprifing 
the fort of Sadrafs, of which the French continued in pofleffion; 
and requefting that money and ammunition might be lent to him 
there, in confequence of which the Cuddalore floop was immediately 
difpatched with 300 three-pound fhot, and 20,000 pagodas in money. 

This fum completed 70,000, which had been fent out of the fort, 
fince invefted, for the fupply of the army abroad. Much more re¬ 
mained in the Company’s treafury, which was indebted for this 
affluence to the remittances from their acquifitions in Bengal; but, 
had this fource failed, the wealth of individuals collected within the 
fort would have been much more than fufficient to have anfivered 
all the expences incurred for its defence. Very different were the 
faculties and finances of the enemy. The treafury of the govern¬ 
ment at Pondicherry was exhaufted, and individuals from their dil- 
truft and deteftation of Mr. Lally would lend none to forward the 
public caufe, although their own; and from violence and mif- 
manangement, the countries which had been reduced, and were the 
whole extent between Devi Cotah, Arcot, and Madrafs, had furnifhed 
neither revenues or other means adequate to the wants and con- 
fumptioti of the enemy’s army employed in the fiege, where the 
pay of the common foldiers was at this time fix weeks in arrcar, and 
Vol. II. 3 M their 
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their other ncceffities equally ill fupplied; who ncverth&lcfj, not- 
whhftaoding the difcontented dii'courlcs of their o/bcen, ft ill more 
difhonouruble becaulc they had all got plunder, perfevered in their * 
duty with unremitting Ipirit and alacrity, and Mr. Lally feeim to 
have relpebted their merit. But the Sepoys had neither the fame 
principles, nor received the fame encouragement, for he had always 
treated them, as all the natives in general, with the utmofl contempt 
and feverity, which they now revenged, juft: as their ilender fervices 
became moll important, by threatening to leave the army, if they 
were not immediately paid; and fpreading their example by their 
corefpondence, 500, who had been polled with a few Europeans in 
the. fort of Tripafibre, forced the gates, and marching out with their 
arms plundered the country, in order, as they laid, to collet! their 
arrears. The news was brought to the black town a few hours after 
the event, on the 15th, and created much anxiety, becaufe all the 
provilions which the army received, came by TripalTore, and might 
be eafily diverted by thele malcontents. Few refrained from de¬ 
claring that the fiege ought to be immediately raifed; but Mr. Lally, 
to maintain the lead of his own opinion, gave out that he would 
never quit the enterprize, until he had tried the fuccefs of a general 
affault, and talked as if the hour was not far diftant. 

The next morning, which was the 16th, the enemy’s cannon, • 
although not increafed in number, fired with more vivacity than for 
many days before. At 3 in the afternoon intelligence was brought 
by a catamaran from Paliacat, that a {loop, which had juft anchored 
there,, had fpoke on the 9th of the month in the lat. of 14*, with the 
fhips from Bombay, from which the Shaftfbury had feparated; and 
that they had been feen on the 12th off Durafapatam, too miles to 
the north of Madrals. At 5 o’clock in the afternoon, the fix lhips 
were deferied in the n. e. Handing towards the road; neverthelefs 
the enemy’s fire continued with uncommon vivacity uutil funfet; 
and it being concluded, that, if they had ever intended to make a 
general affault, it would be attempted this night, before the rein¬ 
forcements could be landed, every loldier and inhabitant in the gar- 
rifon capable of Handing to his ai ms repaired to their refpeftive pofts, 
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aad as loon as it was dark a hot fire of mulketry from the north 1759. 
face of the defences was kept up on the enemy’s works, which 
they returned with equal alacrity. At ten at night the Ihips, di¬ 
rected by lights held out in the fort, anchored in the road. The 
firing on fhore {till continued, and at two in the morning that from 
the enemy, in their lodgment, on the creft of the glacis, and in 
their polls and fap oppofite to the n. e. baftion and fafcine battery, 
although very ftrong before, grew llronger than ever, but their fhot 
flew too high: it began to flacken loon after, when the blaze of fires 
was perceived in their trenches; at three all their annoyances ceafed 
entirely, after which no motions of men were any longer diftin- 
guilhed; but feveral large piles of wood in the rear of Lally’s battery 
were feen in flames. The cafualties fince the preceding morning to 
this time, were three Europeans and one Sepoy wounded, and one 
Sepoy killed. 

At day-break the whole army were difcovered in full march from 
the weft fide of the black town towards the Choultry Plain, and the 
greateft part had already crofted the northern river. They had pre- 
vioully undermined the redoubt and powder-mill at Egmore ; and at 
nine o'clock a party left for the purpofe made the explofion, which 
entirely ruined both; thefe works had coft the Company 30,000 
pounds, and could not be reftored in a twelvemonth. The enemy 
were then perceived marching on to the Mount. The hurry of their 
retreat laved the black town from the refolution which Mr. Lally 
had taken of reducing it to alhes, if compelled to raile the liege. 

By norm the troops in the lhips were all landed : the}- were, includ¬ 
ing officers, 600 men. 

Joy and curiofity carried out every One to view and contemplate 
the works from which they had received fo much moleftation, for the 
enemy’s fire had continued 42 days. Thirty-three pieces of cannon, 

18 or 24 pounders, were found in their polls and works, of which 26 
were difabled; but feven were in their carriages, and both in good 
condition. Some fpare carriages were likewile left, and many can¬ 
non Ihot, but no mortars, although feveral beds; and mam mili¬ 
tary ftores, with quantities of powder in calks a:;d flannel bags, 
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were found carelefsly fcattered in the trenches. They evacuated 
San Thome, and whatever guards between this place and the fort 
were withdrawn at the fame time that the army left the black town. 
The garrifon, as i'oon as certified of their departure, fent out parties 
to the fouthward and to Egmore, who collected 19 guns more, 
moftlv iron three-pounders : fo that the whole number which the 
enemy loft and left behind were 52 pieces of cannon. One hun¬ 
dred and fifty barrels of good powder, and as many calks of damaged 
ammunition, were found in San Thome. But the ftrongeft proof 
of the hurry and confulion with which they railed the fiege, was the 
negleft of their fick and wounded, leaving 44 Europeans, (all who 
had not been lent away before) in their hofpital in the black town, 
with a letter from Mr. Lally, recommending them to the care of 
the Englilh governor: they were received and treated with the 
fame attentions as if they had belonged to the garrilon, and moft of 
them afterwards recovered. 

The fort fired during the fiege 26,554 rounds from their cannon, 
7,502 Ihells from their mortars, and threw 1,990 hand-grenades : 
the mulketry expended 200,000 cartridges. In thefe fervices were 
ufed 1,768 barrels of gunpowder. Thirty pieces of cannon and 
five mortars had been difmounted on the works. There remained 
in the fort, artillery fufficient for another fiege, with 30,767 can¬ 
non-balls, but only 481 Ihells, and 668 barrels of gunpowder. 
As many of the enemy’s cannon-balls were gathered in their works, 
or about the defences of the fort, or found in wells and tanks in 
the black town, as the garrifon had expended. The enemy con- 
fumed all the Ihells of the two firft rates in the ftores of Pondi¬ 
cherry, and threw of all forts 8000, of which bv far the greateft 
number were directed againft the buildings, all of which lay to¬ 
gether in half the area within the walls, in the old town to the 
eaftward : and fcarce a houfe remained that was not opened to the 
heavens. 

Of the European officers, one major, Polier, two captains, fix 
lieutenants, and four enfigns, were killed: one captain and one lieu¬ 
tenant died of ficknefs: 14 other officers were wounded, of whom 

fome 



457 


Book X; Siege of Fort St. George. 
ibme dangeroufly ; and four were taken prifoners: in all 33. Of 1759. 
rank and file in the battalions of Europeans, and of the men he- 
longing to the artillery, 198 were killed, 52 died in the hofpital, 20 
deferted, 122 were taken prifoners, and 167 were wounded ; in all 
559 ; but many of the wounded recovered. Of the Lafcars, who 
were natives afliHing in the artillery, nine were killed, and 15 
wounded. Of the Sepoys, including officers, 105 were killed, 217 
wounded, and 440 deferted. The lofs in Europeans was more than 
rein Hated by the troops brought in the fhips. 

The governor Mr. Pi got, as foon as the enemy difappeared, re- 
linquifhed the fpecial authority which had been veiled in himfelf, to 
the ufual adminiflration of the council, of which he was Prefident; 
and received their thanks for the good effedls of his refolution and 
aftivity during the liege : he had vifited the works every day, en¬ 
couraging the garrifon by his prefence, and rewarding thole ex- 
pofed to leverer fervices with money. Provilions of all kinds in 
abundance, and of the bell condition, had been laid up, and as well 
as all the military flores, were diffributed from the different maga¬ 
zines, under the direction of the members of the council, affilted 
by the inferior fervants of the company, whofe habits of bufinefs 
eltablilhed and continually preferved thefe details free of all let and 
confufion. 

The Prefidency, as foon as re-ellablilhed in its ufual forms, ac¬ 
knowledged their fenfe of the zeal and conflancy with which the 
garrifon had fuflained every danger and fatigue; and no men ever 
better deferved this tellimony ; for fcarce a murmur had been ut¬ 
tered : all was emulation. All however acknowledged that the 
enemy, in proportion to their numbers, compared with the ftrength 
of the garrifon and works, had pulhed the attack with unremitting 
perleverance and endeavour, and the enemy equally relpefted the 
fcience and lleadinefs of the defence. Indeed moll of the principal 
officers of the company’s troops had been inured to fervice under their 
general Colonel Lawrence, whom they Hill regarded as their pre¬ 
ceptor in the fiege : they were, Major Polier; the Captains Palcall, 
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Charles Campbell, Beaver, Richard Smith, Guttler, de Beck, 
Freifhman, Vaflerot, Black, Hume, Douald Campbell, Gteig. 
Every repair and additional work was executed with regularity 
and dilpatch under the direction of Mr. Call the chief engineer, 
although this was the firft fiege, whether offenfive or defenfive, in ' 
which he had ferved. Captain Hillop, who arrived with a company 
of the King’s artillery-men, at the fame time as Adlercron’s regi¬ 
ment, was the fenior officer in this branch; he had ferved in Bergen- 
op-zoom. The Company’s artillery, which furniffied all the cannon 
and ammunition, was commanded by Captain Robert Barker; even 
the enemy acknowledged that the promptitude and execution of the 
fire from the fort was fuperior to their own: whatfoever guus or 
mortars were difabled on the defences, were immediately replaced 
by others prepared in ftore: Colonel Draper and Major Brereton 
were of the King’s troops; fo that no town was ever attacked,which 
had in proportion to the garrifon fuch a number of excellent and ex¬ 
perienced officers. The exertions of Major Calliaud and Captain 
Preftcn were equal in the field. Thus every officer of diftinCtion on 
the eftablifhment of Corbmandel was employed in the defence of 
Madrais, excepting Captain Jofeph Smith, to whom was committed 
the prefcrvation of the next important objeCt, Tritchinopoly, in 
which the French prifoners out-numbered, five to one, the invalid 
Europeans of his garrifon. 

In the evening, after the enemy retreated, came in Vaflerot and 
the ten troopers with intelligence from Calliaud. This officer 
marched from Chinglapet on the 13th, but milled by the guides 
did not arrive at Sadrats, as he intended, the next night, but the 
morning after; when the Dutch refidents, although remaining in the 
town only on futterance from the French, who were in pofleifion of 
their fort, protefted againft his entrance with hoftile appearance 
on the territory belonging to the Dutch company. At the fame 
time a party of French troops, which were halting there in their 
way from Pondicherry to join Mr. Lally, went into the fort, and 
this reinforcement rendered the attempt impracticable excepting by 
a regular attack, to which the artillery with Calliaud was not 
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adequate. He neverthelefs remained to inveft the fort, and foon 
after intercepted a letter from Mr. Lally to Mr. Deleyrit, dated the 
14th, written in the bittereft terms of reproach and refentment, 
imputing the failure of his attempt againft Madrafs, which he then 
faw inevitable, to the iniquities and treachery of the government of 
Pondicherry, denouncing, that if this place Ihould efcape the ven- 
, geance it merited of fire from heaven, nothing could preferve it long 
^ from deftru&ion by the fire of the Englifh. 

The lofs of men fuftained by the French army is no where ac¬ 
quired; they w'ere 2700 firelocks when they advanced from Conje- 
veram; and Mr. Lally, in the intercepted letter, fays, that he had 
ftill 2000 Europeans; the Sepoys with him were not more than 
1000, for feveral detachments were abroad. The lofs of the cannon 
and ammunition which had been left or thrown away, he imputed 
to the want of ferviceable bullocks, and this deficiency to the ra¬ 
pacity of the contractors leagued with the council of Pondicherry 
Plis army marched away in rags, and without provifions, but, having 
gunpowder and horfe, exacted them, and continued their rout to 
Arcot. Advices of their retreat had been fent off to Calliaud as 
foon as they difappeared, who immediately on the information 
detached Mahomed Iffoof with 1200 Sepoys from Sadrafs, to re¬ 
inforce Chinglapet, left the French army fhould inveft this place: 
the Sepoys by a forced march arrived before the enemy could have 
intercepted them, if fuch had been their intention: the next day 
Major Calliaud, with the remaining fix companies of Sepoys, and all 
the cavalry, Abdulwahab at the head of his own, came into Madrafs. 
Thus ended this fiege, without doubt the moft ftrenuous and regular 
that had ever been carried on in India; and we have detailed it, iii 
hopes that it may remain an example and incitement. 


End of the Tenth Book. 
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N OT only the Carnatic and its dependencies, but all the adja- 1759. 

cent powers, had fixed their attention, with various hope and Febr'Jary. 
anxiety, on the fiege of Madrafs, as an event which fooner or later 
muft greatly affedt their refpective views and interefts. It was be¬ 
lieved, and juftly, that much and extenfive reputation would be ac¬ 
quired by the defence; but as this advantage would foon be loft if 
the adjacent territory were not recovered and protected, it was re- 
folved to take the field without delay. With the reinforcement 
brought in the fhips, there were in the town when the fiege was 
raifed, of all ranks, 1900 eftimated Europeans, including 90 Topafies 
and 60 Coffrees, inferted in the different companies: of this number 
1500 rank and file were fit for immediate duty; and this force was 
fufficient to face the French army. Neverthelefs, the vigour of the 
determination exceeded the means: many carriages for the artillery 
and ftores were to be prepared, and the artificers being moftly natives 
were few, and had much other work to do: draught and carriage 
bullocks were to be provided, and the ravages of the enemy had left 
none in the country; provifions were equally fcarce: perfevcrence, 
however, continued. Chinglapet being lecured, the reft of the 
troops with Mahomed Iftoof, the horfe with Abdulwahab, and thofe 
fent with Major Calliaud by Tondiman and Tanjore, encamped on 
the Choultry plain, were they were joined day by day by the 
Europeans of the garrilon; but the whole were not readv to move 
before the 6th of March, and in this interval arrived two more com- 
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panics of Draper’s regiment, which the /hips they came in from 
England had carried to Bengal in the latter feafon of the laft year, 
and thr.v were; now returned to the coart. The whole force which 
now took the held were 11 <6 Europeans, rank and file, including 
the artillery-men, witn 10 tield-picces, of which two were 12- 
pounders, 1 r/O Sepoys, 1120 Colleries, and 1956 horfe. On news 

i j U cn a, 1 c Mi L 11 moved hack from Arcot with the 

11 an 1 d of 1 1 t 1 ’ took port at Conjeveram, where the 

11 u e < r tlw a Hi r i 1 t them nothing to fear from an inferior 

+ ir , 0,1 c hh 1 g 1 ach impaired, he went away to P011- 

(lichevrv on the 6th, leaving the command to .Mr. Soupire, with 
orders not to nlk a general battle; but to wait the attack. The 
defeats of equipments ft ill retarded the progrels of the Englilh army, 
and it was the 1 8th before they arrived at Paupa Braminy’s Choultry, 
within /"even miles of Conjeveram. On the laft march, Mahomed 
Iflbof, with forne horfe, advancing before the line, met fome of the 
enemy’s European cavalry, who, though much inferior in number, 
flood a Ikirmi/h with the foremoft of his; and were driven back, 
with the lofs of an officer and two horfes killed. On the 3d, Cap¬ 
tain Prefton at Chinglapet, hearing there was but a flight force in 
the fort of Carangoly, had detached Lieutenant Airy, with /even 
companies of Sepoys, to furprize it; but they took a panic under 
the walls, not to be recovered by the bravery of their officer, 
which encouraged the garrifon to /ally, who killed 25 of them in 
their flight. 

Whilft the army was before Conjeveram, letters were received from 
Colonel Forde, who was fet down before Mafulipatam, delpairing of 
fuccefs, unle/'s he were reinforced w ith men and lupplied with money. 
By this time, it was found that all the rei’ources of the Prefidency were 
inadequate to the expence of keeping the army in the field, and no pro¬ 
bability appeared of gaining a decifive advantage over the enemy. The 
Prefidency therefore inclined to bring the troops into cantonments, and 
to fend 200 men to Colonel Forde. Colonel Lawrence, although 
convinced of the imprudence of attacking the enemv in the ports 
they occupied at Conjeveram, v as equally perfuaded of the evil con- 
6 fequences 
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fequences of retreating before them, and came to Madrafs on the 1759. 
26th, to diffuade the Council, either from diminifhing their force, 
or from withdrawing it into garrifon; and his arguments prevailed. 

He then declared the inability to which the impaired ftate of his 
health had reduced him, of continuing in the command of the army; 
and received the higheft regrets and encomiums of his eminent fer- 
vices, crowned by exertions much beyond his age, in the defence of 
Madrafs. The command then devolved to Lieutenant-colonel Draper, 
who was likewife too ill to accept it, and foon after embarked for 
England; on which it fell to Major Brereton, the next officer in the 
king’s regiment, and Major Calliaud fucceeded Colonel Lawrence in 
the diftinft command of the Company’s troops. 

Nazeabullah, the Nabob’s brother, had accompanied the French 
army to Madrafs, and remained fome days with them in the black 
town; when his own affairs, his doubts of the fuccefs of the fiege, 
and the reprefentations and example of his brother, Abduhvahab, 
who was joining the Englifh troops in the field, induced him 
to return to Nelore, which, Mr. Lally having derived no advantage 
from his prefence or endeavours, permitted without reluctance. 

Still, however, holding fair to the French, he retained a few of 
their Europeans, and 200 of their Sepoys; but as foon as he heard 
that the fiege was raffed, he refolved to declare entirely for the 
Englifh, and blackened his zeal, by putting to death all the French 
Europeans, excepting their officer, Saint Denys. It is not known 
whether they attempted refiftance; but the Sepoys laid down their 
arms, and were quietly turned out of the fort. With the advices 
of this deed, he proffered to pay 30,000 pagodas a year, if the Pre- 
fidency would confirm him in the government of Nelore, and its 
diftrifts; and, as no revenue, excepting from his good-will, was to 
be expefted from that part of the country, until the Englifh army had 
gained the fuperiority, his terms were accepted, and he lent the 
French officer to Madrafs. Abduhvahab continued with the army, 
and his fervices were rewarded by a confirmation of the d iff rifts of 
Chandergherry and Chittore. The three greater Polygars to the 
3 N 2 north- 
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northward, Bangar-yatchum, Bomrauze, and Damerlah Venkytap- 
pab, wrote letters of congratulation, although they had given no 
afiiftance during the liege : they were ordered to guard their own 
hills, and alii ft Chandergherry and Chittore, if attacked. The minor 
Polygars nearer Madrafs were frightened, in expedition of punifh- 
ment for the robberies thev had committed in the Engliih difi- 
tridls during the diftreffes of the fiege; but their delinquency 
was overlooked, and they were told to aftift the forts of Ponda- 
malee and Tripaffore, into which garrifons of Sepoys had been, 
fent, as foon as they were abandoned by the enemy in their retreat 
to Arcot. 

Even the cautious Mortizally of Velore congratulated the Preli- 
dency on the repull e of the fiege. The body of Morattoes, with 
Gopaul Row, who had in the preceding year warred and gained the 
half of Cudapah, and to whom proffers had been made for their af- 
fiftance, remained at the paffes of Damalcherry, waiting the event; 
and as foon as the French retreated, Gopaul Row claimed 12 lacks 
of rupees, alleging that he had negledted other concerns of greater 
confequence, in expectation of the ultimate fummons of the Preli- 
dency, and that the dread of his troops had obliged the French to 
raife the fiege. It was known that he had equally been offering his 
afliftance to the French, and the Prefidency recommended to him, to 
cut their army to pieces before they reached Pondicherry, and then he 
fhould have the money. He replied, in feveral letters, fraught with 
infinuations of the mifehief he intended to bring on the Engliih, as 
well at Bombav, as in the Carnatic ;■ and fent 500 of his Morat¬ 
toes to join the French army; but Mr. Deleyrit, the governor of 
Pondicherry, advifed Mr. Lally not to entertain them, becaufe they 
would not fail to plunder with greater detriment in the French dif- 
tridls, as more exteulive, than in thofe which the Engliih had reco¬ 
vered. They were dilmiffed with compliments and a fmall prefent, 
on which Gopaul Row, to compenfate and revenge the dilappoint- 
ment, fent a detachment round the hills, which took poffeflion of 
the town and pagoda of Tripetty, intending to colled! the revenues 
of the approaching feaft in April, which the French government 

expedted. 
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expected to receive. This detachment in their way fummoned the 
three northern Polygars as friends to the Engliih, to pay their ihares 
ot the chout, or tribute, which GopaulRow had demanded, and had 
not time to exatt in the preceding year. 

The king of Tanjore fired guns, and congratulated on the fortune 
and prowels of Madrals; and the Prefidency, encouraged bv his pro- 
felfions, propofed to him to afiift them in a plan to lurpriie the fort of 
Karical, when the l'quadron ihould arrive on the coat! : to which he 
anl'wered, that the la ft hoftilities of the French had ruined his coun¬ 
try, and that the crop at prefent on the ground would likewile be de- 
ftroyed, if difturbances were renewed; but that, as the Engliih had 
beat oft the French army from Madrals, thev fliould immediately 
drive them out of Pondicherry, when Karical would fall of courle- 
He was then requefted to let beeves be purchaied in his country as 
provisions for the l'quadron; which the ftrictneis of his religion re¬ 
garded as an abomination, nor would he l'uffer the interpreter to sjo 
on in reading the letter written to him on this lubjeci:. 

The Nabob, ever lmce his arrival at Tritchinopolv, nacl continued 
fick. His dil'order was a jaundice, produced by excels of vexation at 
the late humiliations of his fortune: the repulfe of the French attack 
on Madrafs conduced not a little to the recovery of his health; but 
his mind retained much lolicitude for every future contingency. 
However, the vigilance of Captain Jofeph Smith had preferred 
the di ft riels dependant on the city in peace and cultivation, and 
their revenues were more than fufficient to defray the iieceiTary ex- 
pences of the garril'on, as well as of the Nabob’s family. The 
great number of French prifoners in the city, who were 500, 
whilft the European force in the garrifon did not exceed 70 men, 
had been an object of conftant anxiety, and plots were continually 
difeovered of their intentions to break out of their dungeons; 
which obliged Captain Smith to confine them with the utmoft fe- 
veritv. The Rheddi of Terriore, whom he had driven out of that, 
town and diftridt in the month of July of the preceding year, 
went away with thofe who efcaped with him, to the borders of the 
Myfore country, where he was, at different times, joined by Inch as- 
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not fuffer them to reft until they took refuge in the My fore coun¬ 
try, where they remained, propofing fchenies, and loliciting affift- 
ance; but meeting little encouragement from this government, Huf- 
fein Cawn offered to join the Rheddi, who had.retaken Terriore, 
in making incurfions into the Nabob’s country: but the Rheddi, 
making a merit of refraining from the mifchief in his power, proffered 
money and regular terms of fubmiflion to the Nabob, who, for the 
fake of the money, and to fave the expence of defending the cliftant 
villages, accepted his obedience, and confirmed him in the govern¬ 
ment; in which this was his fourth inftallation, and the other 
Rheddi had loft and refumed it as often. 

The countries of Madura and Tinivelly had relapfed into their 
former ftate of anarchy and confufion, after Mahomed Iffoof, with fo 
large a part of his force, was recalled out of them in the month of 
July. All that the feven companies of Sepoys left in the city of 
Madura could do, was to col left from the country provifions fuffi- 
cient for their fubfiftence. The incurfions of the Nattam Colleries 
from the north, and of thofe under the Polygars along the hills to 
the weft, ruined or appropriated whatfoever cultivation or revenue 
arofe in the diftridts at adiftance from the city. To the fouthward, 
in the Tinivelly country matters were muqh worfe. Maphuze Cawn 
forgot all his former profeftions of reconciliation, united more firmly 
than ever, and took up his refidence with the Pulitaver, who led 
the weftern Polygars; and Catabominaig, with Etiaporum, w'ho 
were the heads of the weftern, concluding from the fuperiority of 
the French in the Carnatic, that the affairs of the Nabob and the 
Englifh would never recover, feized whatfoever country lay conve¬ 
nient for them: nor did the five companies of Sepoys left in the fort 
of Palamcotah, and bereft of all alliance, venture any oppofition to 
their encroachments, or even to maintain the town of Tinivelly; of 
which Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver once again took pofleftion. 
The Sepoys contented themfelves withpreferving Palamcotah, where 
they were often obliged to defend the walls againft the fkirmifhes of 
the Pulitaver’s Colleries, which confumed their ammunition ; and, 
as none of their letters reached the Carnatic, or even Tritchinopoly, 

they 
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1759. they wrote by the hand of a Topafs, a letter to Anjengo, which is 
the lbnthcrn of the Englilh fa&ories on the coaft of Malabar, re- 
0 quelling liipplies; but the Topais writing what he thought Engiith, 

the letter was fo unintelligible, that the factory neither underftood 
from whence or whom it came, nor what they wanted. At length, 
letters from Mahomed I Hoof procured them credit, which enabled 
them to purchale provilion, and even to get lead and gunpowder 
from the lea-coaft in the bay of Tutacorin. It was very fortunate, 
that the fidelity of the Sepoys in Madura and Palamcotah continued 
unlhaken; for had either of thefe fortreffes been betrayed, no means 
remained of retaking them; and the ceffion of Madura might have 
purchafed Hyderally, the My lore general, to join the French, W'ho 
at this very time had an officer of diftinlftion treating w ith him at 
Seringapatam, 

The repulfeof the French from Madrafs had increafed the danger 
oflofing thefe countries, fince the French, being no longer under the 
neceffity of keeping their whole force collected in one point, might, 
ftill leaving fufficient to oppofe the Englilh army in the field, detach 
the reft to other objetts. The partizan Lambert was moving with 
his flying troops from Pondicherry to the weft ward; and danger 
to the city of Madura might accrue even from Huflein Cawn, if 
he fliould get a body of My foreans to accompany him from Dindigul. 
On thefe confiderations, the Prefidency relolved to fend Mahomed 
Ilfoof back into thefe countries, and to accept his offer of renting 
r Madura and Tinivelly together, at the rate of five lacks of rupees 

for the enfuing year clear of all charges, excepting what might 
arife from the neceffitv of defending them either againft the French, 
the Myforeans, or Morattocs. The Nabob had, ever fince the firft 
appointment of Mahomed Ifloof to condudf the war in thefe coun¬ 
tries, regarded him with fufpicion and averfion, and infilled that they 
Ihould be left to his own difpofal and controul; although he had 
not in his whole depeudance, a relation or officer of military relolution 
and experience fufficient to maintain them in this time of difficulty. 

The French and Englilh armies continued almoft in fight of each 
other for two and twenty days; the one wilhing to he attacked, in 

their 
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■their pofts at Conjeveram, the other, a general action in-the open 
plain; and neither was feduced to give the advantage which the 
other defiled. Mo ft of the diftriCts to the fouth of the Paliar were 
under either the protection or jurifdiction of the French govern¬ 
ment; and as other defiances had failed. Major Brereton refolved to 
march into them, as the likelieft, means of bringing the enemy to 
a battle, or at leaft of obliging them to quit Conjeveram, when 
fiome opportunity might arife. of retaking this place, without 
which, even the diftricts already recovered as far as the Enkifh 
army had advanced could not be protected, unlefs by their con¬ 
tinuance in the field, and in this part of the country. Accordingly, 
the army moved on the r ft. of April from their encampment at Pana 
Braminy’s Choultry; on the 6th, they arrived, and took pofteffion 
of the pettah of Vandiwafh, in which they began to open ground 
agaift the fort, and fent to Madrafs for two pieces of battering 
cannon ; and a detachment fent by Captain Prefton from Chinglapett 
beat away the guard at Outramalore, of which place he took pof- 
feffion, to lecure the line of communication with Vandiwafh. 

Mr. Soupires neither gave any interruption to the Englifh army, 
as they were marching away, nor followed them. Mr. Lally had 
ordered him to rifk nothing, and the French army had for forne 
days been reduced to great diftrefs for want both of money and 
provifions. The fiege of Madrafs had exhaufted the treafury of Pon¬ 
dicherry, and its revenues were anticipated by mortgages for loans, 
and what monies could be collected from the country between Con¬ 
jeveram and Arcot, or borrowed in the camp, fcarcely furnifhed the 
expenccs of the day, and the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages 
finding that the Englifh paid punctually, and at better prices, evaded 
as much as poffible to carry any provifions to the French camp. The 
renters of the neighbouring diftri&s magnified the detriment which 
their lands had fuffered from the Morattoes of Gopaul Ro w, in order 
to protraCt their payments, by the plea of difeufting their accounts. 
In this fituation, Mr. Soupires confidered the removal of the Englifh 
army as an advantage; fince it permitted him to retreat to Arcot, 
with the appearance of parting on equal terms. He kit in Conje- 
Vol. II. 3 O veram 
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1759. vcram 300 Sepoys and 100 horfe, under the command of Mnrzafh" 
'XpriT' be =’ vvil ° * lad tlolcrte(1 f' orn the Engtifh a little before the fiege ef 
Madrafs. The renters at Arcot fumifhed Mr. Soupires money and 
provifions for eight days, and he extended his troops in different 
parties between Arcot and Trivatore, which is fituated 20 miles 8. W. 
in tire high road from thence to Vandiwafh. 

Mr. Lally, as foon as he heard that the Englifh army was before 
Vandiwafh, immediately came out of Pondicherry with 300 Eu¬ 
ropeans, ordering Mr. Soupires to meet him with the main body at 
Chittapct; where they arrived on the 14th, Trivatore is farther 
from Chittapet, than it is from Vandiwafh. The hearer road from 
Vandiwafh to Conjeveram is not good; but from Vandiwafh to 
Trivatore, and hence to Conjeveram excellent, and of quicker 
difpatch, although by the large angle it makes feveral rcrilqs more. 
Major Brereton was informed in the eveningof the 13th of the march 
of the French army with Soupires, and that the whole had palled 
Trivatore; on which he decamped in the night from Vandiwafh, 
and, by a forced march, arrived the next day at Trivatore, which 
he found abandoned, and blew up one of the baltions; and con¬ 
tinuing the fame ft refs of march they arrived, on the evening of 
the 15th, near Conjeveram. Several letters had parted with Murza- 
fabeg, who pretended to be willing to betray his truft, but aiked fuch 
terms as proved, that he only wanted to gain time until the French 
army could come to his relief; on which Colonel Monfon, with the 
advanced divifion, inverted the pagoda in the evening, which it was 
determined to ftorm the next morning. Murzafabeg no longer dilfem- 
bled, but kept up a brifk fire of mufketry through the night; by 
which leveral, and Colonel Monfon himfelf, were wounded. 

The gateway of the pagoda at Conjeveram isfpacious and lofty, and 
the tower over it one of the large!! and higheft in the Carnatic. It 
{lands in the middle of the weftern wall, and fronts the principal ftreet 
of the town, which is very broad; but there is an area between, of 
the fame breadth as the wall of the pagoda, and 300 yards acrofs. 
There were no gates fixed in the gateway; and to cover the entrance 
the French had thrown up a ravelin before it in barbette, on which. 
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as well as on the final! towers at each angle of the pagoda, were 
mounted guns, but old, and of little fervice; and fcaffoldings of 
bamboos for fmall parties of mulketry were raifed along different 
parts of the wall within. There was, in the area without, a large 
choultry, with the back to the pagoda, about 200 yards from the 
gateway, but a little to the right. Near this choultry, as good 
cover, the troops threw up a ramp in the night, and early in the 
morning began to fire over it againfl the ravelin from their two 
twelve-pounders, which the enemy returned with all their means, 
but with little execution; only wounding Major Brereton {lightly, 
and two or three of the gunners. By eight o’clock the earth of 
the ravelin appeared fufficiently beaten down, and the troops marched 
to the attack, led by Major Calliaud at the head of the grenadiers. 
Few of the defenders waited the affault hand to hand, but, after 
giving their fire, ran into the pagoda. The officers, ftimulated by 
an intemperate rivality of danger, got fir ft over the ravelin, and 
began, as the men came, to form them for the attack of the gate¬ 
way, in the middle of which the enemy had laid a large old iron gun 
on logs of wood; and within were two lines of Sepoys difpoled in 
an angle for the advantage of a crofs-firc on the entrance. In a 
minute, 40 or 50 men, of whom much too many were officers, were 
crowded together within the ravelin, when the enemy fired their 
gun, which they had treble loaded with powder, and to the muzzle 
with mufket-balls and bits of ragged iron. The excefs of the ex- 
plofion, and the thick black fmoke which arofe from it, gave the 
idea of a mine, nor was the effedt much lefs. It killed eight men 
on the fpot, and wounded ten. Of the killed were Captains Stewart 
and Bannatyne, Lieutenant Elliot and Enfign Hunter; of the 
wounded, Major Calliaud, Captain Vaughan dangeroufly, a Lieu¬ 
tenant and two Enfigns. Even mod of thofe who were fafe were 
fo lurprized by this havock, that they flood awhile before they 
formed again to the attack; during which, they luckily fuffered 
very little from the mulketry within. By this time, a party of 
Sepoys, led by Mahomed Iffoof and Lieutenant Airy, had clambered 
over the opposite wall of the pagoda, and s.;>pe?red in the rear of 
O 2 ' thole 
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i 759. thofc who were defending the gateway; -arid, on their fbojit, ths 
troops at the gate milled in, and in ttminute the whole gamfisa 
'vis between two fires, at mercy, every man for himfeif beg^ng 
quarter; which was given with more humanity than ufual on foefa 
cxaljieration, After all was quiet, Muraafabeg i’urrendered hkrrfelf, 
out of one of the chapels into which he had. retired, to fora© of the 
Sepoys; but, as they were conducting him to Major Brereton, Ma* 
homed Ifl'oof met them, knew the priloner, and faying* “ Thetc are 
“ the terms to be kept with a traitor,” with one Rroke of his 
fcvmetar, almoR fevered his head front his body. The news of this 
liiccds was received at Madrafs the next day, on which likewile 
arrived advices of no little importance from Colonel Forde. 

im miV t he Rajah Anmtderawze had fo little fenle of the advantages 
which might have eniued by prefling on the French immediately 
after their defeat at Peddipore, that he did not come up with his 
troops to Rajahmundrum, where Colonel Forde with the Englifh 
forces were waiting for him, until the 16th of December, which was 
ten days after the battle, although the diftance is only 40 miles, 
Anunderawze had promiled to make the firR payment of his treaty, 
as boon as he fhould be put in poffeffion of the fort of Rajahnpmdnjtti; 
and, in confidence of his word. Colonel Forde had lent him 20,000 
rupees, before he marched with the Englifh from Coffimcotah. This 
liim, with a fupply to the fa&ory at Vizagapatam, and the expences 
of the field, had abforbed all the money which came from Bengal; 
and Colonel Forde had nothing but the Rajah’s promifes to anfwer 
the pay of the troops for the month of December. However, Rill 
relying on them, he crofted the Godaveri on the 23d, Rill hoping to 
appear before Mafulipatam he fare the French had recovered the Run 
of their late defeat: but the Rajah neither followed with his army, 
nor fent any money; and, as it would have been vain to have at¬ 
tempted even the march without both, Colonel Forde, with much 
Vexation and relentment, recrofled the river with all the troops on 
the 26th. .The Rajah imagined they were returning to punifh him, 
and, in this fright, fled immediately to the hills which fltirt the 
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province about twenty miles to the North of the city; and Colonel 1759. 
Forde, for the convenience of a nearer communication with Vizaga- 
patam, marched two days back, and encamped atPeddapore, which, 
with a name very nearly the fame, is a fort ten miles to the weft 
of that which has detignated his victory. Mr. Andrews immediately 
lent him 20,000 rupees from Vizagapatam, and on the 13th of Ja- January. 
nuary came himfelf to the camp; from whence he went into the 
hills, and reached the Rajah on the x 5th, whole fears of the Colonel, 
and averfion to furnilh any money, continued as ftrong as ever, in- 
fomuch that he feemed no longer folicitous about the luccefs of the 
expedition. His conduft was the more perplexing, becaufe the news 
that the French were befieging Madrafs had flopped the Englifh 
credit in thele provinces, which the Rajah’s name alone could im¬ 
mediately reftore; and if his troops did not march, others muft be 
hired, for which no money could be found. The dilemma induced 
Mr. Andrews to alter the treaty he had made fome time before,and to 
agree, “that whatfoever fums the Rajah might furnilh lhould be con- 
“ fidered as a loan; and that the revenues of all the countries which 
“ might be reduced on the other iide of the Godaveri, excepting fuch 
“ as belonged to the French either by eftablilhment, or grant in 
“ propriety, lhould be equally divided between him and the Englifh.” 

With thefe conditions Mr. Andrews brought him back to the camp 
on the 18th: and it was agreed to march on to Mafulipatam; but 
it took feven days more in bargains for exchange with the fhrofts 
before he furnilhed only 6000 rupees in ready money, and bills at 
ten days for 60,000 more. At length the armies moved from Ped- 
dapore on the 28th, after fifty days had been loft, of which the firR 
twenty diligently employed would probably have accomplifhed all the 
purpofes of the expedition, which now appeared of much more diffi¬ 
cult execution, as the enemy had gained full time to recoiled! them- 
felves: nor had the delay the fmalleft plea of neceffity; for the Rajah 
might with as little inconvenience have done at firft what he un¬ 
willingly complied with at laft; although the expedition had been 
undertaken from a reliance on his promifes, warranted by the earneli¬ 
ne fs of his folicitations. 
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'Flic Ilanlwicke and the two (loops, which had been difpatcbed 
from VizagnpaLam on the j 2th of December, anchored the next 
day in the road of Yunam, which lies on the caftcrn mouth of the 
Codaveri, where the agents of the French factory, on news of the 
defeat at Peddipore, had embarked their effects and themfelves in a 
f\o\v, which had not got out of the river when the Hardwicke ar¬ 
rived ; and they furrcndere(l to her longboat without refinance. Some 
clays after, the vdTcls failed down to Mafulipatam, and cruized be¬ 
tween this place and Nai lipore on the weftern arm of theGodaveri, 
until the 9th of February, when they fixed their ftation in Maliili- 
patam road, waiting for the arrival of the army; but weighing oc- 
caiionaily to bring vcflcls to, that were palling in the offing, of which 
they intercepted feveral laden with rice for Pondicherry, and the 
French army before Madrals. 

The Engliffi army arrived on the 6th of February at Flore; but, 
to prevent another quarrel, Colonel Fordc had been obliged to Let 
the Rajah march as he lifted, employing his troops to the right and 
left, in levying contributions, on promile, however, of rejoining him 
loon at Flore. This place, othenvile called Yalore, is (ituated 50 
miles s. w\ of Rajahmundrum, and nearly 40 n. of Mafulipatam. 
It is the capital of a province, or phoufdarry, of no great extent, and 
one of the four obtained from Salabadjing by Mr. Bufiy. It has 
been very little known to the Engliffi, and never frequented by them 
fince they withdrew their factory from Mafulipatam in the laft cen¬ 
tury. The town is extenfive, and in the middle of it is a very 
large fort, in which the French ufed to keep a garrifon moftly of 
black troops; but the Marquis de Conflans had taken them away 
with him, as he was paffing on to Mafulipatam, where he had de¬ 
termined to make his ftand. The long delay of the Engliffi troops 
in following him feemed to have inlpired him with a little relo- 
lution : for with lome of the troops which had joined him after the 
defeat of Peddipore, and the garriibns of Flore and Rajahmundrum, 
he formed a body of 200 Europeans, with four field-pieces, and 
2000 Sepoys, which he called his army of obfervation; but they 
did not venture within left than thirty miles of Elore, and kept 

moving 
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moving to the Weil of Mafulipatam, collecting or extorting tributes. 1759. 
Colonel Forde, whilft waiting for the Rajah and his troops, detached 
Captain Knox, with the fir it battalion of Sepoys, to reduce the February, 
French faCtory at Narfipore, where by this time the garrifon, by the 
arrival of ftragglers from the late defeat, was augmented to 100 
Europeans, and 3 or 400 Sepoys. Narfipore flands 20 miles to the 
s. E. of Elore. Letters were previoufly fent to the Indian Zemindar 
of the diftriCl, threatening the deftruClion of his country, if he gave 
the French any afliflance, but offering him alliance if he would 
join the Englifh army with his troops. The Zemindar met Captain 
Knox on the road, and accepted the terms with cheerfulnefs ; and 
the French troops at Narfipore having relied on his afliflance, 
marched away as foon as they faw his defection, leaving in the 
faClorv, befides common effeCts, fome cannon and marine {lores, 
and in the river feveral boats and veffels; but they funk what am¬ 
munition they could not carry off. The Englifh detachment leav¬ 
ing a few men with the Zemindar’s officers to take care of what 
was worth preferving, returned to Elore, where on the 1 Sth came 
in the Rajah with all his troops collected; and the next day the 
Zemindar of Narfipore with 1500 foot, armed in the fafhiou of the 
country. But, although fo much time had already been loft, the 
Rajah was not yet ready to proceed, and detained the army at Elore 
until the ift of March. 

Mr. Conflans, on his defeat at Peddipore, had written letters to March. 
Salabadjing, earneftly requefting he would march with his army 
from Hyderabad to Mafulipatam, when both their forces united could 
not fail of deftroving the Englifh troops, and punifhing the powers 
of the country w-hich had revolted to their common enemy. The 
defiftance of Salabadjing with Mr. Buffy from the purfiiit of Ni- 
zamally towards Brampore had encouraged this prince to refume 
his former ambitions ; in which he was, at leaft lccretly, abetted 
by the adherents of Shanavaze Khan and Mahomed Huffein, whofc 
deaths, as well as his own flight to Brampore, had been the im¬ 
mediate confequences of the affaffination of Hyderjung, the duan 
of Mr. Buffy: but this confederacy refrained from any conlpi- 

cuous 
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cuous exertion, until they faw Mr. Bully and the whole of tka. 
French force quitting Hyderabad, and the iervice of Salabadjmg, 
in obedience to the orders of Mr. Lally; when judging little 
likelihood of their return, they ailed with more open declaration ‘ r 
and foon after, Nizamally was ^enabled, with the afliftance of his 
friends, to increafe his force from 1500 to 15000 horfe, with, 
which lie inarched from Brampore in November, and was received 
with homage into the city of Aurengabad ; but the fortrels of 
Dollabad ftill held out for Salabadjing. The inlolence of Salabad¬ 
jing, wedded to habits, faw no means of coercing his brother, but 
by the accuftomed affiftance of a bod)' of French troops, which his 
own aid to Conflans in this time of neceflity was certainly the likelieft 
means of procuring: but few of his officers were delirous of fee- 
in° the re-eftabliffiiment of a power, which had interfered fo much 
with their own authority and advantages in the government; never- 
thelefs, they imagined, that the prefent conteft for the ceded pro¬ 
vinces between the French and Englilh might give a chance of 
recovering thefe countries to their former dependence on the fou- 
bahlhip; and in this view moft of them advifed him to march to¬ 
wards Mafulipatam. His brother, Baffaulet Jung, concurred in the 
lame opinion, and marched with his forces from Adoni at the fame 
time that Salabadjing was advancing from Hyderabad. Both join¬ 
ed near the Kriftna, and amounted to 15000 horfe and 20000 foot. 
Neither their approach, nor the probability of their affifting the 
French, deterred Colonel Forde from his purpole of proceeding 
avainft Mafulipatam. It was obvious, that the jundlion of Sala- 
badjing’s army with the French would bring heavy vengeance upon 
the Rajah, if the Englilh troops fhould be obliged to retire be¬ 
fore them ; but even this confideration, becaufe the danger was 
diftant, could not induce him to relinquifb the immediate ad¬ 
vantages of his delay, although nothing more than the collections 
of the day levied by his troops fpread abroad in all parts of the 
country. 

Five miles to the fouth of Elore you arrive at the bed of a vaft 
lake, which extends 47 miles in leDgth, from weft to eaft acrols 
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the fituation of the- city, aud 14 in breadth from north to fouth. 
From the beginning of the rains in July, until the end of Septem¬ 
ber, the whole is fpread over with water, excepting 60 of 70 
imail ifiots, on which the inhabitants remain; but during the reft 
of the year the whole is dry ancf paffable, and in many places 
highly cultivated. The army, and for the firft time any of the " 
Englilh troops, marched acrofs the lake, and on the 3d of March 
encamped near a fmall fort, called Concale, in which the French 
had left a ferjearit with 13 Europeans, and two companies of Se¬ 
poys. Captain Maclean, with fix companies of Sepoys, were lent 
to attack and even eicalade the fort: the garrifon had the day be¬ 
fore received affurances from Du Rocher, the commander oF 
the army of obfervation, that he would arrive to their afliftance 
on the 28th; relying on which, they manned the walls, and: 
feemed refolute to defend themfelves. Much firing of mu ike try 
paffed with much lofs to- the affailants, who neverthelefs twice at¬ 
tempted to break through the wicket of the gate, for want of bet¬ 
ter implements, with iron crows; but were each time beaten off; 
on which Captain Macleane fent to the army for a reinforcement of 
men and two guns; they arrived in the evening, and the guns were 
immediately applied, and beat open the gates. The detachment 
rufhed in without mercy, and in the firft onfet killed all they met, 
who were only Sepoys ; for the Europeans hid themfelves until the 
firing and daughter ceafed. A few hours after, a native brought 
intelligence, that a party of forty Europeans, with fome Sepoys, 
from the army of obfervation, were arrived within a few miles; 
on which Captain Macleane marched out to attack them. But 
they, hearing the fort was taken, had retreated. A fmall gar- 
riforv of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, was left to fecure the 
fort From furprize, and the army marched on towards Mafuli- 
patam, in fight of which they arrived on the 6th of March; and 
the lame day received advices, that the French army, under the 
command of Mr. Lally, had been obliged to raife the fiege of 
Madraft. 
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of which there is none in the fort but what is preferved in citterns. 1759. 
His ideas of remaining here extended no farther than this advantage; 
although, by flinging up an entrenchment acrols the dry ground March. 
from one moral's to the other, he might have flopped the Englilh 
army, to which the foiee with him was equal, being 500 Euro¬ 
peans and 2000 Sepoys, without the army of obfervation, which he 
had not recalled; and, as loon as the Englilh army appeared, he 
retreated by the cauleway, into the fort. The troops of Anunde- 
rauze and of the Zemindar of Narlipore encamped in the pettah;, 
the Englilh on the land to. the north-eaft.. 

The French, fince they took pofleflion of the Fort in 1751, had 
modernized the defences: the walls were mud faced with bricks as 
high as the parapet; and the three fides to the weft,, north, and eaft, 
contained 11 angular baftions of various lhapes and lizesbefore, 
which were a palifaded berm, and a wet ditch; but no glacis. The 
front to the fouth along the found, from reliance on that defence, 
was left open. The baftion next the n. w. fronted the caufeway 
leading to the pettah: in this baftion was the gateway, and 120 yards 
of the cauleway was converted into a caponiere, which terminated: 
in a ftrong ravelin that fcoured along the length of the caufeway. 

No regular approaches could be made to the fort, but by an army 
ten times ftronger than Colonel Forde’s; for hitherto black troops, 
howloever numerous, were counted for nothing in the fervice of car¬ 
rying on trenches. Colonel Forde therefore refolved to attack the 
fort from the fand-hills to the eaft, as the neareft Ihot; and by bat¬ 
teries detached from each other, without the communication of 
trenches, as little was to be feared from the fallies of the belieged. 

The ground had the advantage, although this circumftance would 
not have determined the choice, of being neareft to the difembarka- 
tion of the ftores and heavy artillery from the Hardwicke, which, 
with the two Hoops, were in the road. 

Three batteries were ere&ed; one in ahfhing village near the inward 
point of the fand to the s. w. where it is bordered by the inlet of 
the fea to the fouth, and the weft by a large creek in the morals 
GSOTiiygfrarn the north. Four hundred yards to the north of this bat- 
* - . . 3 * 2 tery. 
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1759. tery, and nearer to the edge of the fame creek, was another: the' 
third battery was at an equal diftancc too yards in the rear of both. 

4 -tanh. The battery to the north, and that to the fouth, had each two eigh¬ 
teen and two twenty-four pounders; but in the lbuth were likewile 
the bombarding artillery, which were three mortars, of 13, nine, 
and eight inches. The battery in the center had only two twelve-, 
pounders. 

In the s. e. angle of ■ the fort, clofe on the found, was a baftion 
called the Frainjois, of 10 guns. For feme diftance from, hence to 
the north, the want of hard ground had obliged the rampart to re¬ 
cede in a re-entering angle, in the bottom, of which was a work in 
the form of a demi-lune, having onlv two faces, without flanks^ 
which would have been needlefs, fiuce the line of the faces fuffici- 
ently flanked the baftion Francois on the right, and that called the 
Saint John on the left. This work was' called the Dutch baftion. 
The Saint John had eight guns, and beyond it in the n. e. angle 
of the fort was the baftion called the Camelion, mounting 1-0 guns. 
The fouthem of the Englilh batteries fired on the Francis and 
Dutch baftion; the center on Saint John’s; and the northern on 
the 1 Cameleon. As foon as their pofition was decided, the garrifon 
raifed a battery on the left fhore of the inlet as you enter from the 
fea; which took them all in flank; but as this battery was feparated 
from the fort by the whole breadth of the found, and might be at¬ 
tacked in the night by the boats of the fhips, the garrifon kept a 
conftant guard in it of Europeans, befides Sepoys. They likewife 
Rationed a ftronger guard in the ravelin at the end of the caponiere 
on the other- fide of the fort. Befides the immediate fuperiority of 
artillery-Handing on their works, the garrifon had Others in . ftore, 
mounted ready to replace what might be rendered ufelefs in the courfe 
offer vice; whereas the Englilh army could only reftore the lofs of 
theirs by borrowing the common guns of the-Hardwicke, which were 
nine-pounders, or the Rajah’s, which were good for nothing. 

The French army of obfervation, as foon the Englilh pafled on¬ 
wards from Concale, crofted the country to Elore, where there was 
no garrifon to eppofe them; and from hence went onto RajahmunJ 
drum, where the fick of the army, mall 25 Europeans,and 40 Sepoys, 
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Lad been left under the command of Mr. Briftol, who a few days 1 759 - 
before had received a large fum in gold and filver, fent from Bengal to V A^ir > 
Vieigapatam, and from hence to him, for the fervice of the army March. 
with Colonel Forde. On the approach of the enemy, Briftol fent 
away the treafure to Cockanarah, a Dutch fettlement on the coaft: 
and as foon as they appeared on the river, ordered all luch of his men 
as were capable of the fatigue to go away, and endeavour to gain Vi- 
zagapatam. The enemy marched two days onwards from Rajamun- 
drum, giving out that they intended to take Vizianagarum, the ca¬ 
pital of Anunderauze, as well as the Englifh fort at Vizagapatam; 
but their views were only to extort money from the chiefs and ren¬ 
ters, by the feverities they exercifed in the country. However, find¬ 
ing they could not coiled! as much as they fpent, they returned; and 
directed their march to join the army of Salabadjing. The daily 
news of their motions terrified the Rajah with apprehenfions for his 
countries, and no perfuafions could induce him to advance either his 
credit or money: none remained in the military cheft: Colonel 
Forde had borrowed all that the officers under his command had re¬ 
alized from the ipoils of the campaign, and had even ufed the prize- 
money of the troops; and the interpofition of the French army of 
obfervation precluded the hopes of receiving what had been fent to 
Mr. Briftol; and by this time, every foldier in the army had per¬ 
ceived the obftacles which muft be furmounted, to reduce the 
fort, which exafperated the fenfe of their diftreffes. In thefe 
agitations, the whole line of Europeans turned out on the 19th, 
with their arms, and threatened to march away. Colonel Forde, 
with much difficulty, prevailed on them to return to their tents, and 
to depute one or two to explain their complaints. The deputies de¬ 
clared, that all were rcfolved not to ferve the fiege, unlefs they were 
immediately paid the amount of the prize-money already due to them, 
and were affined of the whole booty, in cafe Mafulipatam fhould be 
taken. According to the Company’s regulations, authorized by the 
Crown, the troops in India are only entitled to one half of what i$ 
taken in the forts they reduce; the other half is referved to. the 
Company. Colonel Forde promifed to pay them their prize-money, 
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out of the very iull isc Ihouid receive; and, as he could not break 
through the regulation, affured them he would iolicit the Company 
bv n representation of their hardlhips and lerviees, to give up their 
tharo of what might he taken in Mafulipatam ; of which, he Ihoukl 
retain the amount, until their determination was known. Thefe 
prom vies appealed them; and they returned to their duty with their 
uliud ardour. Neverthelefs the batteries were not completed till the 
25th, 18 days after the arrival of the army, during which the fort had 
kept a cordiant fire, which had only killed live men. 

Saiabadjing, as he approached, lent forward letters and mef- 
fengers, commanding Anunderauze and the Zemindars who had 
joined the Fnglilh, to quit them, and repair immediately, as val"- 
fals to his ftandard. On the 27th, advices were received in the 
camp, that his army was arrived at Bczoara on the Krilfna, 40 miles 
from Mafulipatam; and the fame day came reports, that the French 
army of obfervation had retaken Rajahmundrum. 

The Rajah, who had for fome days been faltering, was now fb 
terrified, that he marched away with all his forces the fame night, 
without giving warning, intending to regain his own country on 
the other fide of the Godaveri; and, notwithftanding the dilato- 
rinefs of his former motions, he on this occafion advanced 16 miles 
before day-break. Colonel Forde feat mefiengers after him, re- 
-prefenting the abfurdity of his con duff, in thinking to elcapc the 
numerous cavalry of Saiabadjing on the one hand, and the French 
army of obfervation, who were towards Rajahmundrum, on the 
other; whereas, by remaining with the Englilh troops his retreat 
Would be allured, and the reduction of Mafulipatam, even now hot 
imprafficable. The plain good fenfe of this advice brought him back 
with his army to the Pettah. Colonel Forde, although with little 
hopes, would not negleft the only means in his power of amufing 
Saiabadjing from advancing to the relief of Mafulipatam, and requeft- 
ed his permiffion to fend a deputy to treat, profelfing no other in¬ 
tention than to take poffeflion of the French garril'ons and faftories 
on the coaft, without affuming the authority they had held in the 
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inland countries.' Salabadjing confented to receive the deputy, and 
Mr. Johnftane was font to-his camp on the ift of April. 

The three batteries continued a hot fire from the 25th of March 
to the 4th of April. On the 5th, the weather, which had hitherto 
been gentle, changed to a hard gale of wind, with thunder, lightning, 
and immenfe rain, which brought in the fouthern monfoon, with 
the return of fair w r eather on the 6th. In the evening the artillery 
officers reported, that there was no more than two day’s ammu¬ 
nition left for the lervice of the batteries. Intelligence was likewife 
received, that Salabadjing was advancing from Bezoara, and that the 
French army of obfervation, which he had invited, were very near 
his. It was now no longer poffible for the Englifh army to retreat 
the long way they had come, as the whole garrifon of Mafulipatam 
and the army of obfervation would join the Subah’s in the purfuit. 
However, the camp might embark; for the fhore at Mafulipatam ■ 
is ftill, and the only part on the coaft of Coromandel, on which 
the fea does not beat with a ftrong furf. But Colonel Forde 
regarded this mode of retreat as intolerable difgrace, and refolved 
to ftorm the fort; judging, moreover, that the garrifon would 
not fufpect the attempt at the very time when the excefs of the 
rain had rendered the approach over the morafs much lefs practi¬ 
cable than before. He accordingly ordered the fire of the batteries 
to be kept up with double vivacity through the next day, and all 
the troops to be under arms at ten at night. 

The ditch of the fort, at the ebb of the tide, which would hap¬ 
pen at midnight, has only three feet water, and having no glacis, 
nothing prevented the immediate accefs. Notwithftanding the gar¬ 
rifon had conftantly repaired in the night the damages of the day, 
the hot and continued firing of this day had ruined the baftions fuf- 
ficiently to mount; and each of the three had been equally fired upon, 
to confound the enemy’s, guefs of the afTault. As no outworks ob- 
ftru&ed a full view of the body of the place, it was feen from the 
batteries, that the two baftions upon the found on the extremities of 
the fort to the s. w. and the s. e. were in barbette, that is, without 
embrafures and merlons, but with a parapet low enough for cannon 
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1759. to fire over, which is rarely four feet high. From the s, W. baffienfe 
'AprIT / which was named St. Michael’s, to the (text on the w. Galled the' 
Saline, tiie exterior ground was a miry lwamp of mud, in winch 
the ditch that Jurimmded the reft of the fort, could not have been - 
continued, but at great expence and labour, and was left in this ' 
ftate, becaule fuppofed of more difficult paflage than the ditch itielf. 
Some days before a black fervailt of Captain Yorke’s, who had lately 
lived in Malulipatam, told him that he had fometimes feen this, 
natives employed in the fort wade over the quagmire between the 
two baftions: and on this intelligence. Colonel Forde had permitted 
Captain Yorke and Knox to examine this paflage; they took 100 
Sepoys, and placing them in different parties behind one another 
to fupport their retreat, went on at midnight, properly clad to 
the fkih, in order to relcmble black men naked, and entered the 
quagmire, which they paffed half over, and found it not above knee 
deep, but the mud very tenacious; they returned undi('covered, and 
their report determined Colonel Forde to try an attack on this quar¬ 
ter at the lame time as the main affault; which at leaft would dil—. 
tract the enemy’s attention. In the fame intention the country 
troops belonging to the Rajah were to march along the cauleway 
over the morafs, and on each fide of it, and to Ikirmilh againft the 
revelin in front of the gateway. 

The battalion of Europeans, reinforced with 30 failors from the 
Hardwicke, all the artillery-men, and half the Sepoys, were allotted 
for the real attack, which was to be made on the baftion called the 
Cameleon in the a. e. angle of. the fort. Their whole number was 
346 Europeans, rank and file; the Sepoys amounted to 1400; of 
which the other half were allotted to the falfe attack to be led 
by Captain Knox. Each of the three attacks was to be 
ready on their refpeftive ground before midnight; when, as 
foen as the falfe commenced on the weft fide, the real, and the 
Rajah’s Were libewifc to begin. As no counter-attempt was 
apprehended, the guard of the camp was left to fome of the 
Rajah’s troops. The attack with Captain Knox having farther 
to go, marched off firft; the main attack was in three divifions, of 
Which the Europeans formed tvyo, and the Sepoys the laft; 
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but when they were to move, Captain Callender, who by his rank 17^9. 
was to lead the firft divifion of Europeans, was not to be found; 'XpnT’ 
and after much fearch and enquiry, the troops proceeded without 
him, eroding the morafs from the dry ground of fand dire£Uy oppo- 
fite to the Cameleon, the baft ion they were to {form. In the way 
they were joined by the gunners eroding the morals, likewife from 
the batteries, which for fear of lurprize they did not quit until the 
lad moment. But before the troops arrived at the ditch, they heard 
the firing of Knox’s attack, which neverthelels had only begun at 
the appointed time ; on which all marched as fa ft as they could, 
as before up to the knees in mire, and in eroding the ditch, up to 
the middle in water and mud. Here they were difeovered juft 
before they got to the pallifade on the berm ; and whilft the firft 
divifion, commanded by Captain Fifcher, were tearing it up, which 
took feveral minutes, the.enemy gathered on the breach, and began 
likewife to fire cannon and mulketry from the next baftions, the 
Saint John’s on the right, and that called the fmall-gate on the left. 

The oppofition only encreafed the ardour of the adailants, and whilft 
the firft divifion of Europeans with Fifcher were gaining the breach, 
the fecond, commanded by Yorke, fired up againft St. John’s, and 
the divifion of Sepoys led by Macleane againft the fmall gate. 

Several were killed before Fiicher’s divifion had mounted, and got 
poffeflion of the Cameleon; when, having waited until Yorke’s 
came up, they turned and advanced along the rampart to the left, 
to get pofleflion of the fmall gate. There was a handy gun, with 
its ammunition, on the Cameleon, which Yorke, on the fuggeftion 
of Captain Moran, who difeovered it, ordered the gunners to 
turn and fire along the rampart towards the Sound, and in the 
mean time prepared his divifion to follow the fame direction, as 
foon as a number of Sepoys fufficient to maintain the baftion were 
come up the breach; but, juft as he was fetting off, he perceived 
a line of Sepoys coming along in the way below, between the foot 
of the rahipart and the buildings of the town: they were lent to 
reinforce the Cameleon from the arfenal near the Sound, where 
Cottflans continued waiting the event with the grenadier com¬ 
pany and other troops. Yorke immediately ran down, and feiz- 
Vol. II. 3 Q in9; 
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1 759 - * a g t ^ e French officer at the head of the Sepoys, bid him order th&m 
'^^wTr” to ^ av down their arms and furrender; which they obeyed with 
little reluctance, and were lent up to the ball ion. Yorke, having 
oblcrved tliat lire wav below was free from interruption, and much 
broader than the rampart above, refolved to march along it, to get 
poffeffion of the reft of the defences allotted to his atta'ck ; his divi¬ 
sion accordingly came down, excepting a few left with the pri- 
foners, and the artillery-men with the gun. The guard of the next 
baftion, St. John’s, had Ihelterecl themfelves w’ithin the axrgles, from 
the infilade of the gun; they were 20 Europeans, and more Se- 
povs, who, as loon as Yorke’s divilion came under the baftion, ad¬ 
vanced to the edge of the rampart, fired down upon them, which 
killed leveral and wounded more, and then cried out, that they 
would furrender. Yorke generoully ipared the return of their fire: 
their arms were gathered, and they were conduced by a party to 
the Camel eon, where the Sepoys were in reierve, who reinforced 
the party, which was polled to fecure the St. John’s. The di- 
vifion then marched on, and when under the Dutch baftion, re¬ 
ceived the fire of the guard, fcattered indeed, but with equal iniquity 
followed by the immediate offer of furrender, which was accepted 
with the fame humanity as before, and the baftion arid men fecured 
by.parties from the divilion, and the referve. Thele interruptions 
had allowed the divilion time to think and expert more, and many 
Ihewed much unwillingnefs to goon; for darknels covers lhame ; 
however, they yielded to the threats and exhortations of Captain 
Yorke ; but had not advanced many paces beyond the Dutch baftion, 
before they paffed a fmall brick building clofe to the rampart, which 
fear or curiofity led fome to examine. It was an extenlive magazine 
of ammunition, and one unluckily cried out, ‘a mine: this word 
ftruck the whole divilion with terror, and all inftantly ran back 
to the Cameieon (the officers accompanying to reclaim them), and 
Captain Yorke, who marched at the head, was left alone, with only 
two drummers, who were black boys, beating the grenadiers’ march, 
which they continued; but in vain, for none rejoined: on which. 
Captain Yorke went back, and found all his men in much eonfufion 

at 
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at the baftion, fome even propofing to go out of the breach and 
quit the fort. Severity was inftantly neceffary, and Yorke, as 
loon as on the baftion, threatened to put the fir ft man to death who 
offered to come near the breach ; on which fome of the foldicrs 
who had l'erved with him in Adlercron’s regiment, and had en- 
lifted in the Company’s fervice, cried out that their commander 
was ill ufed, and offered to follow" him wherefoever he pleafed : 
their number immediately increaled to 36, with whom he marched 
oft, leaving the reft to follow, as the officers could bring them 
on. The length of this interruption, joined to the preceding, had 
given the French officer at the next baftion, the Francois, which 
ftands on the edge of the Sound, time to get down a gun loaded 
with grape-lhot and to point it up the way the party was coming; 
it fired when they were within a few yards, and with great exe¬ 
cution, killing feveral and wounding fixteen. Captain Yorke fell, 
with a ball through each of his thighs, and each of the black 
drummers was killed dead at his fide. This havock, however, did 
not dilcourage the reft from bringing off their Captain, whom 
they carried to the Cameleon; and the guards, pofted in the St. 
yean and Dutch baftions, not difmayed, kept their ground, wait¬ 
ing the event. 

During thefe efforts of the left divifion, the right, commanded 
by Captain Fifcher, was advancing from the Cameleon to the right, 
but along the rampart. The next, which is the fmall gate, was 
not in complete repair; and the Sepoys with Macleatre were at¬ 
tempting to fcramble up it, which, with the approach of Filcher’s 
divifion, drove the guard away to the next baftion, called the 
Church-yard, from which they fired continually, but without order, 
as the divifion approached ; and when near, aiked quarter, which 
was granted. 

Colonel Forde continued with the referve on the baftion of St. 
Jean, iffuing the neceffary orders, according to the reports from both 
divifions. The prifoners as faft as taken were brought to him there, 
asd he fent them, as they came, down the breach, into the ditch, 
wfesre they were guarded as well as the night permitted by a proper 
3 q 2 number 
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1759. number of Sepoys, threatening at the point of bayonet to kill t'h© 
XrT' that mover] ; but very lew of them ventured any difturbance. 

The Rajah's troops had for iome time begun their attack on the 
ravelin .on the enufeway, and, if nothing more, with much din 
and clamour; but the fire of the falfe attack with Captain Knox 
continually diminifhed; as having begun earlier, they had expend¬ 
ed rnoft of their ammunition, although, finding the enemy pre¬ 
pared in this quarter, they only fired acrofs without venturing to 
pals the quagmire. However, this attack kept fome of the gar- 
rifbn from the more material fervice againft the real, and the Ra¬ 
jah’s prevented the guard at the ravelin from returning into the fort, 
which they ought to have done, as being of little ufe without the 
walls, whilft the body of the place was in inftant danger. But the 
feparation of the main attack into two divifions, confounded the 
defence much more than the attacks without. Mr. Conflans, not 
knowing what to do, kept at his houfe near the Sound, continually 
receiving meflages magnifying the danger, and fending orders which 
new reports continually induced him to contradibt. 

The parade of the fort was under the .baftion of the great gate, 
and as this is the ufual place of rendezvous on alarm, moft of the 
troops and officers who remained willing to continue the defence,, 
whether driven from their ports, or wanting immediate orders, re¬ 
paired hither, and had joined the guard of the baftion above, be¬ 
fore P'ifcher’s divifion was ready to advance from that of the 
church-yard. Near 100 were aflembled, but their fire began be¬ 
fore the divifion was fufficiently near, which preferved theirs, and 
only giving that of the firft platoon, rufhed on, and foon cleared 
the baftion. Fifcher immediately fent down to fecure the gate 
below, which fhut out the troops on the ravelin, and prevented 
the efcape of any from within. Whilft the divifion was getting into 
order to proceed again, appeared Captain Callender, no one knew 
from whence, and taking the command, marched at their head to¬ 
wards the next baftion, called the Pettah, from which came Matter¬ 
ing ffiot, fcarcely more than one at a time, and the laft that drop¬ 
ped, fhot Callender dead ; immediately after which the fire of the 

garrifon 
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garrifon in all other parts of the fort ceafed, and foon after came a 1759. 
meflage from Colonel Forde, ordering Fifcher’s' divifion to ceafe 
likewife, as Mr. Conflans had furrendered. He had fent a mef- 
iage offering to capitulate on honourable terms; to which Forde 
anhvered, that he would give none, but at difcretion, nor even 
this ; but would put every man to the fword, if all did not inftantly 
iurrender. 

On the return of the officer, Mr. Conflans fent orders round for 
the troops to quit their arms, and repair to his quarters at the 
artenal, which is a fpacious enclofure. As loon as all was quiet, 
the Englilh troops affembled on the parade, under the bullion of 
the gate-way ; and too Europeans, with two guns, and two com¬ 
panies of Sepoys, were detached to remain on guard over the pri- 
loners until the morning; when, whatfoever troops were at the 
ravelin, and the battery at the inlet, and had not efcaped, came 
into the fort, to become priloners with the reft of the garrifon.. 

The whole number exceeded the affailants, being 500 Europeans;, 
of whom 100 were either officers or inhabitants of better condition, 
and 2537 either Coffrees, Topaffes, or Sepoys. Of the affailants,. 

12 Europeans were killed,amongft them the Captains Callender and, 
Mollitore, and 62 wounded. Of the Sepoys, who behaved with 
equal gallantry as the Europeans, as well in the real, as at the falfe 
attacks, 50 were killed, and 150 wounded. The Rajah’s people: 
likewife luffered more than was expected from them; but nothing- 
in proportion to the Engliih troops. The fort was furniftied with 
120 pieces of cannon, and abundance of military ftores. The plun¬ 
der of other effebts was likewife valuable; and all that was not. 
merchandize was given back to the priloners; half the relt was di¬ 
vided amongft the Enghfli army, and the other half reiervea or. 
them according to the promilb they had received. 

The improbability of the attempt was the principal caufe of its 
foccefs, for the garrifon from the beginning had regarded the fiege. 
widi mockery, and, being in daily expectation of the arrival of a body 
cf troops which were coming by fca from Pondicherry, had coll¬ 
ected, that the army of obfervation, joined by this reinforcement, 

and. 
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i 759 * an( l a great detachment, if not the whole of Salabadjing’s army, 
''“vprUr' should then lurround and attack the Englifh army, which they re- 
preiented to thcmlel’Fes as involved in impending and inevitable de¬ 
ft ruction ; and indeed, if thefe efforts had been marie by Salabad¬ 
jing’s army, and the French troops abroad, without waiting for the 
reinforcement, the Engliffi army could not have kept their ground* 
fince the Rajah, with all his troops, would certainly have run away, 
and the enemy’s horfe, amongft whom were many Morattoes, would 
have cut off all provifions, and harrafied every motion: nor could 
they have made the embarkation, to efcape by fea, without abandon¬ 
ing all the ft ores and artillery. 

The miniftry of Salabadjing were therefore not more furprized, 
than vexed, at the lofs of the place, becaufe, conicious that it might 
har e been prevented by the ailivity they had negle&ed to exert. 
They held councils with the French commander of the army of ob- 
fervation, and determined ftill to wait for the reinforcement; when 
they expefted at leaft to reduce the Engliffi to compound for their 
retreat by the furrender of Mafulipatam. The Rajah Anunderauze, 
divining what might happen, propofed to return to his own country, 
as foon as the place was taken; and Colonel Forde, from utter 
contempt of his character, made no objedtions to his departure ; he 
marched away with all the Indian forces on the 12th, to regain the 
Godaveri; and, by hafty marches, was, in two days, out of the 
reach of purfuit. 

Early in the morning of the 15th appeared two {hips, {landing 
into the road, under French colours. The commander of the 
Hardwicke, Samfon, was aftiore embarking prifoners, of whom he 
had already received 40 on board: but his brother, who was the 
chief mate, immediately weighed, and got to windward of the 
ftrange (hips; on which the largeft anchored in the road, as did the 
Hardwicke at a diftance; but the other ftill plying up, the Hard¬ 
wicke weighed again, as did the largeft {hip, and the wind having 
changed, both of the enemy’s bore down, with a fair fail; in the 
mean time, Captain Samfon, with eight gunners lent from the army, 

got 
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got on board, and determining not to run, before he had tried the 1759. 
(frength of the (hips, waited to exchange a broadlide, which diicover- 
ing them to be ftouter than his own, he again hauled the wind, and 
working more dexteroufly got again out of their reach, but con¬ 
tinued in the offing. The two French (hips anchored again in the 
road, and in the night fent a catamaran, which they had brought 
with them, on (hore, with letters to Mr. Conflans, fignifying, that 
they were the Harlem and Briflol from Pondicherry, with 300 
troops Europeans and Topafles, befides the crews: they w r ere the aid 
of which advices had been received before. No anfwer being re¬ 
turned, they (ufpedted the lofs of the place, and early the next morn¬ 
ing (food out again after the Hardwicke, which bore away for 
Bengal, and before noon all three were out of fight. 

The army of Salabadjing was at this time within 15 miles of 
Malulipatam; and imagining, that the French (hips would return 
to land the troops, fent forward all the Morattoes towards the (hore. 

Colonel Forde, notwithftanding the great number of prifoners which 
were to be guarded, divided his force, and leaving half in the fort to 
take care of them, encamped with the other on the ground he had 
occupied before. This countenance kept the Morattoes out of cau- 
non-lhot, but they burnt and (lew all around for leveral days; when 
Salabadjing, feeing no probability of retaking Mafulipatam, began 
to treat in earned:; and Colonel Forde went to his camp, and was re¬ 
ceived with much attention. 

But another motive of equal weight concurred to induce this 
change in Salabadjing’s difpofition towards the Englilh. Some ac¬ 
count of the affafli nation of Mr. Bufly’s Duan, and of Nizamall v’s 
flight to Brampour, had reached Bengal before the departure of the 
prefent expedition; and Clive, judging that the atrocitv of tne in¬ 
jury which Nizamally had committed would carry his deteftation 
of the French nation beyond the reach or wi(h of reconciliation, 

Wrote letters to him, requefting his afliftance to the army witn 
Colonel Forde in exterminating the French out of the pro n 1 1 tv 
had chlmembered from the fovereigntv of the Decan. Colonel b onh 
diigatched thefe letters, with his own to the fame purport, and Ni- 
:■ l-’j zamallv 
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1759. zamally had received them: whether they contributed to influence his 
''April^ immediate operations we are uncertain; but as foon as he was certi¬ 
fied that Salabadjing was marching againft the Engliih army to 
Malulipatam, he took the field with his own from Aurengabad, 
advancing towards Hyderabad, and giving out, that he intended to 
reform the adminiftration. The news of his intentions, which pre¬ 
ceded the advices of his march, alarmed Salabadjing for the prefer- 
vation of Hyderabad itfelf, and made him not only anxious to return 
thither as foon'as poflible, but defirous of being accompanied by a 
body of Engliih troops; fearing, that if he entertained the French 
army of oblervation, all reconciliation with his brother Nizamally 
would be precluded. Neverthelefs the influence which the com¬ 
mander of thefe troops had gained over his brother Baflalutjung, 
who managed the moll important affairs of the government, de¬ 
layed the execution of his treaty with Colonel Forde until the 12th 
of May, on which day it w r as figned, and delivered. 

The treaty confifted of four articles. By thefirft; The whole 
territory dependant on Malulipatam, with eight diftri&s, as well 
as the j unidiction over the territory of Mizamapatam, with the 
diftricts of Codaver and Wacalmannar, were granted to the Engliih 
without the referve of fine or military iervice. By the fecond article, 
Salabadjing promifed to oblige the French troops, meaning the army 
of oblervation, to pals the Kriftna in 15 days; nor, in future, to 
permit the nation to have any fettlement in the country of the Decan, 
which this treaty defines to be bounded on the fouth, by the Kriftna; 
nor to entertain any French troops in his fervice, nor to give them 
affiftanee, or ever call them again to his own. By the third, he 
promifed not to call Anunderauze to account for whatfoever he had 
colledted out of the governments belonging to the French, nor for 
the tributes of his own countries for the prelent year; but he was 
hereafter to pay the fame for them as had been paid by Vizeram- 
rauze, and the father of Vizeramrauze. If Anunderauze failed in 
this ftipulation, Salabadjing was left free to treat him as he pleafed: 
but in all cafes was neither to aflift, or give proteftion to the 
enemies of the Engliih; and by the 4th article, the Euglilh engage 
neither to aflift, or give prote&ion to his. The territory ceded to 
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the company extended 80 miles along the fea, and ao inland, and 1759. 
the revenues amounted to 400,000 rupees a year. 

As foon as the treaty was figned, Salabadjing offered Colonel May. 
Forde a d thrift near Mafulipatam, as a jaghire or penfion for him- 
felf, if he would accompany him with part of the Englifh troops 
again ft his brother Nizamally. Colonel Forde, with as much ear- 
neftnefs, requeued his afliftance to take or deftroy the French army 
of obfervation, who were encamped in the neighbourhood, avowedly 
under the protection of Baffaulet Jung. Neither fide had the leaft 
inclination to gratify the other, and Salabadjing on the 18 th 
marched away in much difguft with the Englifh, to whom he had 
confirmed, without any reciprocal benefit, the moft advantageous 
acquifition of its extent, they could wifh to gain, with the view of 
maintaining, on the whole coaft of Coromandel from Ganjam to 
Cape Comorin. The body of French troops eroded the Kriftna, 
but marched to the weftward, in' confequence of affurances from 
Baffaulet Jung to take them into his fervice, when he fhould return 
from Hyderabad to his own government of Adoni. The Prefi- 
dency of Madrafs confidered Mafulipatam as dependant on their au¬ 
thority, and appointed Mr. Andrews, with a council, to manage 
the revenue and trade : and Colonel Forde remained there with the 
troops, in expectation of orders for his future proceedings from the 
Prefidency of Bengal. 

Mr. Tally, with the French army,- was in full march after the 
Englifh, when he received the news at Trivatore that they had taken 
Conjeveram, on which he halted; but fent forward the partizan Lam¬ 
bert, with the body of troops he commanded apart from the army, 
who pofted themfelves feven miles from the Englifh, in the road to 
Arcot, in order to prevent the incurfions of their cavalry into thofe 
diftrifts; but the Englifh army had no intention to ravage a country 
they intended to recover. Lambert’s party confided of 300 either 
Topaffes or Europeans, unfit for the regular battalions, about 700 
Sepoys, and 200 horfe. They had been detached whiifl the two 
armies fbme time before were facing one another at Conjeveram, to 
retaliate on Kifhiarow, the Killidar of Thiagar, the ravages he 
Vol. II. 3 R. ' had 
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i 759. had committed in the adjacencies of Pondicherry, and to retake the 
''Aprjr' forts which he and Mahomed Iflbof had reduced whilft the French 
army were preparing on the other fide of the Paliar to attack 
Madrafs. In the middle of March, he fet down before Elavana- 
iore, which Kiftnarow, leaving his rock of Thiagar, refblved to 
defend in perfon ; continual lkirmifhes paffed between them, for 
ten days, when Lambert, feeing no probability of taking the 
place without battering cannon, of which he had nine, marched 
away, and let down, before Trivatore; where likewife were fbme 
Sepoys left by Mahomed Ilfoof, and fome of ICiftnarow’s, who were 
very near furrendering, when Lambert, with his whole’detach¬ 
ment, was recalled to the main army; which on the 19th advanced 
to Covrepauk, where they took up their quarters, Hill keeping 
Lambert’s party between them and the Englilh, which continued 
at Conjeveram, and threw up redoubts in their front, and on their 
flanks. 

Soon after the detachment of Gopaulrow’s Morattoes had taken, 
poffeffion of Tripetti, he received orders from Balagerow at Poni ? 
to return and join him there without delay; left he lhould be 
flopped by the floods of the Kriftna, which fwells in May. He ac¬ 
cordingly recalled all his parties, excepting, a fmallr detachment 
left to guard Tripetti, under the command of an officer named 
Narrain Sauftry, and the main body marched away from the paffes 
of Damalcherri, in the beginning of April. At the lame time, 
Abdulwahab, the Nabob’s brother, was permitted to. return, with 
his troops, to Chandergerry; from whence he fent them, againft 
Tripetty, of which they got 'poffeffion after a flight refiftancer 
he then requefted the Prefidency to grant him the farm of the pa> 
goda; but as his rank exempted him from controul, the Prefi¬ 
dency let it to the fame renters as were holding it when taken by 
the French, by whom they had. likewife been continued in the 
management. 

Three companies of Sepoys fent from Tr itchinopoly joined Kiftna- 
row foon after Lambert’s party was recalled from the fouth, with whom: 
and his own troops Kiftnarow immediately took the field again, and s 
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ravaged as far as Trivadi, within 14 miles of Pondicherry, and 1759. 
from thence to Cuddalore, where, lince the reduction of Fort St. 

David, the French kept a garrildn. Some bad troops were fent 
from both, and the adjacent diftritis, to oppofe him, and having 
amongft them 30 Europeans, and he none, excepting the ferjeants 
of the Se|X)_vs, the enemy attacked him with confidence, and were 
decilivelv beaten. Ten of their Europeans, and a great number of 
their country troops, were killed. Of the Englith Sepoys 30, and 
nine of Kiftnarow’s people; but the enemy left behind them 
three pieces of cannon, a tumbril, and 30 barrels of ammunition, 
which he carried away in triumph to Thiagar; and from thence 
lent back the Englilh Sepoys to Tritchinopoly. This fuccefs was 
gained in the beginning of May. 

A few days after the redu&ion of Conjeveram, intelligence was 1 
received, that the garrilon of Sejroys at Palamcotah, in the country 
of Tinivellv, had ventured to Hand an engagement in the field 
againft Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver, joined by moll of the other 
Polygars, and, although the enemy quitted the field, fio many of 
the Sepoys were killed and wounded, that the garrilon could no 
longer appear out of the fort. It had before been refolved to feud 
Mahomed Ifloof into the l'outhern countries, as foon as the army in 
the field could be diminifhed without rifque; of which, the caution 
of the French army at Covrepauk to avoid even the chance of lkir- 
milhes, and the departure of the Morattoes with Gopaulrow, who 
xnight have joined them, no longer left any apprehenfions. The 
troops of Tanjore and Tondiman were therefore ordered to return, 
with Mahomed Kloofs detachment, and the whole body were to pals 
by Vicravandi and Trivadi, in order to aflifl Killnarow in ravaging 
the French diftriOis in the way. They let out together on the 26th 
of April: the detachment with Mahomed Woof was fix companies 
of Sepoys, 60 of the horfe, and fix of the European gunners he 
brought with him, and two field-pieces: the Tanjorines were 300 
horfe, and Tondiman’s troops 250, with 1100 Colleries. After the 
ft rft -day’s march, the troops of Tanjore and Tondiman declared 
feqy V/Ould not expofe thcmlelves to the-rilquc of palling through 
3 R 2 the 
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the enemy's diftriers, nor of eroding; the Coleroon near them. Ma¬ 
homed IfToof, impatient to arrive at his deftination, yielded to, if 
he did not fudged, their repugnance, and conibntcd to go the way 
t ! l)i v<~ d 1 , ih <, ill quitted the {Knight road to the 
ionth, and ftrikmg to the wed, palled by Arnce, and entered the 
mountains about nine miles touth of Velore: then continuing 
along the valley of V amamnady, they came out at another pals, 
near Tricalore, and burning {even or eight villages under the fort 
which were held by the brunch renters, they arrived at Thiagar 
on the 8th of May, where Kiftnarow was returned from his ex- 
curfion to Trivadi. The Tanjorines and Tondimans, thinking the- 
reft of the country from Thiagar fafe, proceeded home more like 
travellers than troops: but Mahomed Kloof's detachment marched 
on in regular order to Tritchinopoly, where they arrived oil the 
14th; and, on the 16th, having taken leave of the Nabob, he con¬ 
tinued his march to Madura. 

Nothing could teftify more confidence than the difmiftion of 
fuch a number of troops in the face of the enemy. Their diftreffes 
for every kind of fupply, and for want even of their pay, after they 
arrived at Covrepauk, deferred Mr. Lally from trufting their good¬ 
will in aflion, until he could latisfy their complaints. For this 
purpofe, he went to Arcot, and, having detected various frauds in 
the management of the Amuldar or renter, who farmed the diftriefts, 
fined him 40,000 rupees; and he received 10,000 from Mortizally 
of Velore, with the promife of lbrae proviiions, to refrain from 
molefting his domain. But before he had procured thele aids, he 
received news, that the Englilh 1 'quadron, coniifting of nine fail of 
the line, and three frigates, had arrived on the 28th of April at 
Negapatam, from Bombay. Their appearance, whilft the French 
army was at iuch a diftance, alarmed the garrifon- at Karieal, and 
even Pondicherry itfelf; but not Mr. Lally, who, on the contrary,, 
thought it requiiite to Ihew better countenance, and, having latis- 
fted immediate wants with the money he had obtained, marched 
on the 6th of May with the whole army from Covrepauk, and en- 
^ camped 
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camped the next day at Balchitty’s choultry, feven miles to the 
weft of Conjeveratn. The fituation they chofe was ftrong, and 
the country being quite level, the advanced guards of the two 
armies were in fight of each other. 

An exchange of pril'oners had been fome time before agreed on, 
and ioo of thofe taken at Fort St. David arrived at Chinglapet 
from Pondicherry on the 6th, which enabled the Prefidency of Ma- 
drafs to reinforce their army with that number, although of other 
Europeans; but the French could not immediately receive an equal 
advantage, becaufe their prifoners were releafed from Tritchinopolv, 
and had to march from thence to Pondicherry. Colonel Brereton fell 
at this time dangeroufly ill, and with much regret was obliged to be 
carried into Madrafs, when the command devolved to Colonel Mon- 
Ion, the next officer in the king’s regiment, who immediately made 
preparations, and on three fucceffive days, from the 12th to the 
15th, drew the army out of the lines, offering the enemy battle in 
the plain; but the ground of their encampment was too ftrong to 
be attacked by an equal force. By this time, the refources of money 
and provifions which Mr. Lally had lately procured were nearly ex- 
haufted, and the Ibldiery renewed their complaints, which moil of 
the officers, from perlbnal hatred to himfelf, were little folicitous 
to reprefs. Knowing their difcontent, he would not venture the 
battle he otherwife wiffied, (for he was always brave and impetuous,, 
and had 2000 Europeans in the field,) before he had tried how far 
their prejudices might influence their duty; and made feveral mo¬ 
tions, tending to no great conlequence, which convinced him, that, 
in their prefent mood, they would not fight with ardour under his 
command. The Englifh army, ignorant of the motives, were much 
l’urprized to fee the whole of the French quitting their encamp¬ 
ment on the 15th, and in march towards Trivatore. From hence 
they were difpofed into different cantonments. Parties were fent to 
Arcot, Covrepauk, and Carangoly, 200 Europeans to Chittapet, 400 
with the field artillery to Vandiwaffi; 1200, with 100 European 
horfe, marched to Pondicherry, whither Mr. Lally likewile went, 
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rcfolvcd not to meet the Englifh again in force, until the arrival of 
the French fquadron, which was daily expedted with reinfercetn&nts. 
On the 2fitb, the Englifh army was dilbibuted into cantonments 
at Chinglapet, Conjeveram, S tree Perm adore, and M u (le w ack, which, 
•with the forts of Pondamalee and Tripafl’nre, formed a barrief from 
the river Paliar to Pulicate. The French had fbme time before 
withdrawn-their troops from Sadrafs, and reftored the fort and town 
to the Dutch. 

Thus ended this campaign, after it had lafled 100 days, during 
which of 8 or 10,000 men in arms, not five were killed. Hut the 
principal object of both fides was to protedt their refpedtive territory, 
and not to rifk an engagement without politive advantage, which 
neither gave. 

Mr. Lally carried with him to Pondicherry more refentment than 
ever againft the governor, the council, and all who were employed 
in the civil adminiftration of the company’s affairs; imputing to 
their malvcrfations all the obftacles and impediments which ob- 
flructed the fuccefs of his arms. The council, he alledged, received 
prefents from the renters of all the diflridts, who, emboldened by 
the knowledge of their peculations, continually evaded the regular 
payments, or infilled on remiffions in the terms of their leafes: and 
whilft the public treafury was thus difappointed or defrauded of its 
incomes, its ilfues he infilled were fquandered with equal prodiga¬ 
lity, becanfe the council and their dependants held fhares in all the 
fiipplies for the public lervice, whether in the camp or city. Some¬ 
thing of rhefe accufations might be true; but Mr. De Ley lit, the 
governor, was a man of diflinguifhed moderation and equity; ami 
other members of the council were likewife men of worth, iupeiior 
tofuch practices; but all who were not, fheltercd their own cha¬ 
racters under the public dilbelief of the calumnies againft thofe who 
were guiltlefs of the delinquencies imputed to them; and all know¬ 
ing Mr. Lally’s averfion to Mr. Bully, who had remained ill at 
Pondicherry fmee the fiege of Madrais, paid particular court to his 
perfon and charafter, and continually exprefied their regrets at the 
indiferetion of the miniilry in France appointing Mr. Lally to the 
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Supreme command in India, when they had it in their power to ‘1759. 
have employed an officer-of fuch approved and fuceefsful fervices as '“T-t—' 
Mr.Bufly. ' J 

As foon as the main body of the French army arrived at Pondi¬ 
cherry, 60 Europeans were fent to Karical; againft which place, 
from its difta nee and fituation on the fea-fhore, although a regular 
fortification, Mr. Lally always apprehended a defeent from the Eng- 
lifh iquadron. Another party was prepared to attack Kiftnarow, 
whole ravages had greatly impaired the revenues expected from the 
adjacent diftrids; but did not take the field until the 24th, which 
gave time to Captain Jofeph Smith, at Tritchinopoly, to fend three, 
companies of Sepoys, under the command of Hunterman, the fer- 
jeant-major of the garrilon, who arrived at Thiagar before the 
French party; which thereupon returned to Trivadi: where they 
remained waiting for detachments until they were ftrengthened to 
200 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, 40 Huflars, 500 black horfe, and. 
eight guns, and were likewife joined by the matchlocks and peons, 
of the French diftrids : when, by forced marches, they fudderdy in¬ 
verted Elavanafore on the 5th of July; and took it by affault on the. 
nth. Kiftnarow himfelf was in Thiagar; his gallantry, and the-, 
importance of the place, which protedeft all the diftrids foutlnvard. 
toward Tritchinopoly, determined Captain Smith to make an effort, 
for their prefervation, which the ftrength of his garrifon could 
ill afford; Forty Europeans, with three guns, and fix companies 
of Sepoys, marched under the command of Lieutenant Raiilard, a 
Swifs, and before they reached Volcondah were joined by 1000 
horfe, which the Nabob had levieddince his arrival at Tritchmcpoly, 
intending to employ them in the Madura and Tinivelly countries, 
which he expeded would have been left to his management. Kift¬ 
narow, on hearing of the,march of Raillard’s detachment, came out 
of Thiagar with all his horfe, and fome Sepoys, in the night of 
the 12th, and the next day joined him at Volcondah. Serjeant 
Hunterman* with the reft of the three companies of Sepoys he had 
brought, and what foot Kiftnarow ufually kept in Thiagar, re¬ 
mained to defend.it, until his return with the reinforcement. At. 
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break <>f day on the 14th, the whole body of the French troops, 
now commanded by the Vil'count Fumel, who had made a forced 
march in the night from Elavanaforc, appeared before the pettali at 
the bottom of the rock, and inverting it on every fide on the plain, 
brought two guns againft the two oppofitc gates on the north and 
ionth, and di(poled two parties to elealade in other places. The 
fight was every where rtiarp; both the efcaladcs and the attack on 
the north gate were repulfcd ; but after two hours, the enemy forced 
tire other, and brought their guns into the town, and Hunterman, 
ftill unwilling to give up, bad nearly been cut off in his retreat to 
the gateway of the paffage leading up to the fort above, which he 
however gained, having loft one-third of his Sepoys; but the enemy 
more, having 200 of theirs, and 30 Europeans killed and wound¬ 
ed. They had fcarcely difpofed their guards, when their fcouts 
brought word, that the troops with Halliard and Kiftnarow were 
approaching, and were within a few miles ; on which Fumel, with 
the impetuofity of his nation on fuccefs, marched out with moll of 
the troops, but without the field-pieces; and met the Englifh, who 
were advancing fart on the plain within two miles from the fort. 
Ralliard, thinking the advantage of his two field-pieces greater than 
it really was, halted his line to cannonade, which the enemy flood; 
and, inftead of coming on as Ralliard expected, waited till their 
own, which were five, came up, when they fired amongft the Na¬ 
bob’s cavalry, and knocked down ieveral; on which the whole of 
this daftardlv body went off, and left the infantry unflanked. Ral¬ 
liard and Kiftnarow were in this inftant riding towards the cavalry, 
to lead them up to the enemy's; and, hurried by vexation, followed 
in hopes of rallying them, and left the infantry without command; 
againft whom the enemy, feeing the horfe going off, advanced to 
the puih of bayonet. There was, not far in the rear of the Englifh 
line, a village, in which the oxen with the ammunition and the ftores 
were waiting; and the gunners, thinking it a fafe ftation to fecure 
the field-pieces, turned, and began to draw them off as fart as they 
could, thinking they fhould be covered by thejeft of the infantry; 
who, confufed by thefe various appearances of terrat ia others, took 
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panic themfelves, and broke, before the enemy’s Europeans were at 1759. 
their breads; and all inftantly fell under the fabres of their black 
cavalry: meanwhile the exhortations of Ralliard and Kiftnarow were 
vain to retain the Nabob’s, who went off on the full gallop in the 
road to Tritchinopoly. All the Europeans were killed, or made pri- 
foners: all the Sepoys threw down their arms, and fuffered more, 
as the enemy did not think them worth taking, and only 200 of them 
got back to Tritchinopoly. Kiftnarow, feeing all loft, followed the 
Nabob’s cavalry; Ralliard rode back to the enemy, difcharged his 
piftols at the firft he met, and then galloped put of their reach. He 
was afterwards found dead five miles from the field of attion; his 
head and bread bruifed with violent ftrokes of his piftol, under which 
he is fuppofed, as he had neither cartridges nor lword, to have ex¬ 
pired, and to have inflifited this fevere, but needlefs execution on 
himlelf, to avoid the difgrace of his defeat. The enemy returned to 
i hiagar, and fummoned Kiftnarow’s officer in the upper fort to fur- 
render, who, encouraged by Serjeant Hunterman, refufed; which 
obliged them to fend to Chittapet and Vandiwafh, for three mortars, 
and more Europeans. They fired and bombarded the rock until the 
25th; when Hunterman, having nearly expended all the ammuni¬ 
tion, capitulated to 600 Europeans, and obtained honourable terms 
for the whole garrifon, Kiftnarow’s people as well as the Englifli 
Sepoys; all being permitted to march away with their arms, their 
perfons without fearch, their baggage on oxen, and under an efcort 
of French troops to the diftance they Sole: the artillery onlv ex¬ 
cepted. The gallantry of Hunterman was rewarded with an Enfign’s 
commiftion. 

Nothing of confequetice had pafted between the two armies fince 
they went into cantonments, except reciprocal excurfions of fmall 
parties to drive off cattle, of which the Englifli collected 5 or 6coo. 

The French garrifon in the fort of Arcot confiftcd of 60 Europeans 
and fix companies of Sepoys: and being as ill paid as the reft of the 
troops, the Sepoys made overtures to ''Colonel Monfon, proftcring 
to deliver up the fort for a reward in money. At the fiune time, the 
Kellidar of Covrcpauk, in which were only ten Europeans, and he 
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1 759 * of Timery, who had none, offered likewife to fell their forts. Ti» 
mery, from its diftance, was not deemed worth the piiPcksfe; hut 
the reputation of Arcot, and the communication with it by Ccrvre- 
pauk, induced the Prefidency to accept the terms of thefe forts, al¬ 
though coftly. But the Sepoys at Arcot, when the day of execu¬ 
tion approached, confeffed that they could not fiicceed; and a few 
days after 200 Europeans vyere felit into the fort from Vandiwafti, 
but not, as it feemed, from any fufpicion of the plot. However, 
their march flopped the bargain with Covrepauk. 

Narrain Sauftry, the Morattoe officer, whom Abdulwahab had 
driven from Tripetty, took up his refidence in Carcambaddy, a 
town in the hills, 15 miles diftant, belonging to a petty Polygar, lub- 
jeft to a greater called the Matlaver, with whofe affiftance heraifed 
forces, moftly fuch as were to be found in thofe wilds; and in the 
night of the 30th of June, by a bye-path in the mountain of Tri¬ 
petty, got poffeflion of the temple on the fummit. The troops 
maintained by the renter, and two companies of Sepoys with Enfign 
Wilcox, were in the town below, which commands the ufual path 
of the pilgrims to the pagoda. Narrain Sauftry therefore waited for 
another force, which the Matlaver was to fend; when one from the 
rock, and the other from the plain, were to farprize the town. 
They accordingly made the attack on the 9th of July at four in the 
morning; and, after fkirmifhing an hour, were beaten off, with the 
lofs of 20 men killed and pounded; but the Morattoes ftill kept 
poffeflion of the pagoda. A few days after, the town was rein¬ 
forced by the Prefidency of Madrafs, with three companies of Sepoys, 

15 Europeans, and a finall gun. None but Indians, and they of 
the better cafts, are permitted to afcend the hill on which the pagoda 
Hands; for the Bramins pretend, that if the fummit fhould be 
trodden by forbidden feet, all the virtue of the pagoda in the re- 
miflionof fins would be loft, until reftored by an immenfe purification. 
Not apprized of this creed, the Sepoys fent by the Prefidency were 
as ufual a mixture of Mahomedans and various cafts of Indians, fo 
that out of the fix hundred, only 80 were worthy to mount to the 
affault: and the Europeans were utterly excluded. The renter 
1 neverthelefs 
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neverthelefs, with the 80 Sepoys, and his peons and matchlocks, 17^9. 
in all not exceeding 500 men, ventured to attack the enemy in pof- 
feffion of the pagoda, and was repulfed with lofs, but the blood Ihed 
in the attack did not unfanftify the pagoda.. 

In the latter part of June, three of the ufual drips arrived from 
England, with 200 recruits, lent by the Company; and brought 
intelligence, that the 84th regiment of 1000 men, in the king’s 
lervice, were corning in other drips, under the command of Lieu¬ 
tenant-colonel Coote, the fame officer whom we have feen ferving 
in Bengal with the rank of Major; he was appointed to the com¬ 
mand of the Company’s troops in Bengal; but with permiffion to 
Hop and ferve with his regiment, if more neceffary, on the coaft of 
Coromandel. The fatisfaftion arifing from this intelligence was in 
fome meafure impaired by a refolution of the Court of directors ; 
who, dazzled by the wealth acquired in Bengal from the revolution of 
Plady, and by reprefentations of its fufficiency to fupplv their other 
prclideircies, had determined to fend no more treafure to any of them 
until the year 1760; but for every reafotr this intelligence was kept 
within the council. 

At this time likewife, zoo Englidr prifoners were received from 
Pondicherry, in exchange for the fame number of French releafed 
at Tritchinopoly; but more than one half of the Englidr were lea- 
men, taken in the frigates ft lauded at St. David’s, and other veftels; 
who were immediately fent away to the fquadron, which was cruiz¬ 
ing to the fouthward. However, thefe additions to the army enabled 
the Prefidency to extend their attention to objects they had been 
obliged to neglect, in order to make head in the adjacencies of 
Madrals : and 90 Europeans, of whom 20 were invalids, and the 
others not the heft men, were fent to Tritchinopoly, proceeding by 
lea to Negapatam, and from thence through the country of 
Tanjore. 

Three companies of Sepoys had been fent to bring away as many 
of the French prifoners as they coul 1 guard from Mafnlipatam. 

As the fea was adverfe, they marched by land, and were joined on 
the road by 100 horfe of Nazeabulla’s, from Nelore. They nrri\ ed at 
3 s z Malulipatam 
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IMnfiilinritam on the id of June, and on the 15th began their march 
bark with 200 of tiic priloncrs; but on the 3d day were recalled by 
Colonel horde, in conleijuence of intelligence which threatened their 
farther prog refs with danger. 

Tii- .Subnh Salabadjing, on his return from Mafulipatam, halted 
within four days of Hyderabad, and commenced a negotiation with 
his b’-other Nizamally. An interview enfued, which was followed 
by a reconciliation, and concluded by the reftoration of Nizamally 
to the fame cxtenfive powers in the government of the Decan, 
which had cxcitcc! the apprehenfions of Mr. Buffi,;, and the mortal 
hatred of both to each other, in the beginning of the preced¬ 
ing year. This revolution in the adminiftration deprived Bal- 
faulct Jung, the other brother, of all his power; which had been con- 
uderable as Duan, and little controled by the indolence of Sala¬ 
badjing. He therefore marched away in leaning uifguft with his 
brothers; but with raoft againft the abled; and took with him the 
troops which had formed Confians’ army of obfervation. They were 
yoo Europeans, and the 2000 Sepoys under the command of Zul- 
facar Jung: his own were 1500 good horfe, and 5000 foot of va¬ 
rious forts, with a train of heavy artillery. They recroffcd the 
ivriftna, iummoning acknowledgments, and plundering the coun¬ 
try: and when Bonjour’s detachment, fet out from Mafulipatam, 
were arrived at Condavire, within 50 miles of the road of his march. 
From hence, Baflaulut Jung, and his principal officers, lent forward 
threatening letters to Nazeabulla at Nelore, and the three greater 
Polygars, as well as all the lelTer ones along the Pennar, ordering 
them to account fot their lhares of the tribute with the arrears, due 
to the throne through the officiality of the Subah of the Decan, 
by whom BafTaulet Jung pretended he was commiffioned to call them 
to account; and, as a more effectual terror, gave out, that he ffiould 
pafs through their countries, in order to join the French at Arcot. 
The ftyle of his letters, and ftill more his approach, had deterred 
Nazeabulla, as well as the northern Polygars, from giving any affif- 
tance to the Englifh in recovering the mountain of Tripetti; 
although all applied to Madrafs for abidance to defend themfelves. 
This condensation was ftrong. when the renter was repulfed in the 
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attack of the mountain; and, on the news of his ill fuccefs, 200 1759. 

of the black horfe, with three companies of Sepoys, were fent from '"’jiajT' 
the army at Conjeveram to Tripaffore, where they would be in readi- 
nel's either to fuccour the renter, Nazeabullab, the Polygars, or to 
march on to join Bonjour’s detachment, if returning. But this party 
was lcarcely arrived at Tripaffore, when the prefidency received in¬ 
telligence from Enfign Wilcox, that a detachment of Europeans, Se¬ 
poys, and horfe, fent from Arcot to Narrain Sauftry, were marching 
round the hills, in order to attack the troops in the town of Tripetti; 
which if they Ihould take, the revenues of the approaching feaft in 
September would be loft, and the recovery of the pagoda, relifted by 
French troops, rendered hereafter much more difficult; whereas, in 
the prefent ftate, Narrain Sauftry in poffeffion of the mountain, and 
the Englifh of the town, neither at leaft could get any thing, except¬ 
ing by a compromife. The importance of this objeft, and of the 
other concerns in this quarter, determined the prefidency to fend 
Major Calliaud, with 200 Europeans and 300 Sepoys. They arrived 
at Tripetti on the 8th of July; but, as before, the reinforcement of 
Sepoys furnifhed few of the right fort to attack the mountain. Cal¬ 
liaud therefore marched with the Europeans, four companies of 
Sepoys, and two guns, againft Carcambaddy, the way over hills and 
vallies, covered with wood, but inhabited by a people fit only for 
lkulking attacks, although of no contemptible caft, being entitled 
to the pagoda of Tripetti. They fired continually from the thickets 
and covers, and killed and wounded feveral of the line before they 
forced the firft barrier. At the fecond, Major Calliaud with much 
difficulty got one of the guns upon a rock, which flanked the barrier, 
and the firft dilcharge, loaded with grape, killed the Polygar and l'e- 
veral of his men, after which the detachment met no farther refif- 
tance. They were feven hours gaining their way, and arrived at three 
in the afternoon at the Poh gar’s town; which they found abandon¬ 
ed, burnt it down, and deftroyed the adjoining plantations. The next 
day they returned to Tripetti, and Cal iaud thinking the enemy in 
the mountain would be as much difeouraged, as the renter’s people 
were elated hy this fuccefs, fent all the fit men of his Sepoys, who, 

with 
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with the renter’s, did not exceed fix hundred, although Narrain 
Sundry had twice as many, to attack the pagoda again; which the 
enemy, aitcr Ikirmithmg three hours, abandoned, and all ran away 
to take (belter in the hills of Matlaver. Four of the renter’s men 
were killed, and 20 wounded. Every thing being thus quieted in 
the neighbourhood, and no farther tidings of the French party from 
Arcor, Calliaud let out on his return on the 18th with all the 
troops he had brought, excepting ten Europeans, whom he left 
with Wilcox. 

"No p ir. v of i'.uropeans had marched from Arcot againft Tripetti, 
and the report aroic trom the plundering cxcuriion of iome Sepoys 
and horle in tnc lkirts or Bomerauze’s country, to feconrl a demand 
they were making on him of 60,000 rupees. JSeverthelels tlic 
princes ivere lo mtirelv credited at Madrids, that Colonel Brereton, 
without waiting to advde with the council, ordered Major Monlon 
to mnve the armv from Conjeveram towards Arcot, as nearer to 
■fuecour whatloever the enemy might intend to dillrefs. They 
marched on the 5th; and on the 7th in the morning appeared be¬ 
fore Covrepauk, with two iS and two 12-pounders. This fort is 
fmaii, but well-built of ftone, and has a wet ditch, which was in 
good order. Colonel Monlon fummoned the officer, more according 
to form than his own expeblation of the anlwer he received, which 
was, that, if the garrilon, whites and blacks, were permitted to 
retire to Arcot, the foidiers with their knapilicks, and the officers 
with their effects, the gate fhould be immediately delivered : the ca¬ 
pitulation was transacted and concluded in lets than an hour. This 
c.dy fucceis, for the fort was worthy of breach, gave hopes that the 
French garrilon of Arcot would not make all the defence they 
might; and as the fituation was equally near to Tripetti, the army 
advanced, and arrived in the city on the qth. The garrilon lhewed 
good countenance, and their artillery was fo luperior, that nothing 
could be done, until the Engiilh army were iupplied wdth a train 
from Madrals, before which the greateft part of the French army 
might arrive from their different cantonments to the relief of Arcot; 
and for this realon, Major Monlon, before he received the orders of 
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the prefidency, marched back to Conjeveram; but left 400 Euro¬ 
peans of the Company’s troops in Covrepauk, which fecured the re¬ 
venues of the country between thefe two ftations. 

Mr. Pococke, waiting for the arrival of the French fquadron, had 
continued with his own to windward of Pondicherry, moftly at 
Negapatam, where they were plentifully fupplied with cattle by 
Captain Jofeph Smith at Tritchinopoly, who caufed them to be 
driven to the fea-coaft, out of the obfervation of the king of Tanjore. 
In the end of June, a Danifh veffel arriving at Tranquebar, reported, 
that 12 fail of French lhips were in the bay of Trincanomaly in 
Ceylon; on which, the whole fquadron weighed on the 30th, and 
on the 3d of July came off the mouth of that harbour; where 
they neither faw, nor gained any tidings of, the French ihips. Mr. 
Pococke then cruized off the Fryar’s Hood, the n. e. headland of 
the ifland, which all veffels coming to the coaft of Coromandel 
at this leafon endeavour to make, and, in this ftation, met five of the 
expelled fhips from England, with the firft divifion of Coote’s regi¬ 
ment, with which he returned, and anchored on the 30th at Nega¬ 
patam ; keeping them in company until the provifions and ftores 
they had brought for the ufe of his fquadron were taken out. The 
prefidency received Advices of their arrival on the 5 th of Auguft, and 
notwithftaiiding the various wants of men at this time for defence 
and attack on fhore, requefted Mr. Pococke to detain the troops, to 
ferve with him in the expected engagement with the French fqua¬ 
dron. Several advices had lately been received, that the Dutch go¬ 
vernment of Batavia, their capital in the Eaft-Indies, were preparing 
an armament, which was to fail to the bay of Bengal; and on the 
8th fix fhips arrived at Negapatam, having left another in the bay 
of Trincanomaly. They had on board 500 European foldiers, and 
1500 dilciplined Malays, with abundance of military ftores. Various 
reports and conjedtures were formed of the deftination of this force. 
The Dutch themfelves gave out, that it was chiefly intended to re- 
mfbrce their garrifons on the coaft; and their unavowed emiflaries 
reported, that the whole were to adt as aukiliaries to the Englifh 
agaiiift the French on the Coaft of Coromandel. Mr. Pococke knew 
, how 


5°7 

* 759 ° 

July. 


The War of Coromandel. Book 1 £K' 

8. how much the military force in Bengal had been dimimfhed by the 
expedition to Mafulipatam, and might fuffer by the ufual mortality of 
the climate ; and rcafoning from the antipathy of the Dutch govern¬ 
ment to the great fuccefles and power which the Englifh had lately ac¬ 
quired in Bengal, ill (peeled that the armament he faw was principally 
intended to reduce their influence in that country : and, with the 
Ipirit of confiderate gallantry, and zeal for the general fuccels of the 
public fervice, which on all occafions diftinguifhed his command, 
lent all the troops to Madrafs, recommending, that a part of them 
might lie immediately .forwarded to Bengal. They were all landed 
by the 25th, and marched in different parties, as foon as refrelhed, to 
the main body at Conjeveram, where Colonel Brereton, having reco¬ 
vered from his illnefs, again took the command. 

A few days after the return of Major Calliaud from Tripetti, the 
Polvgar of Carcambaddy with his own, and a number of the Mat- 
laver’s people, began to repair the town; on which Enfign Wilcox 
marched with the 25 Europeans, 300 of the Sepoys, and an iron 
three-pounder. They were galled the whole way, and obliged to 
force the three barriers in the path; and when they came to the 
open fpot of the town, where they expedited no refiftanee, met the 
moft, by a continual fire from the thickets round. Wilcox never- 
thelefs perfifted, and, being aimed at, received at once three mulket- 
balls, and was mortally wounded. On which the troops put him 
into a dooley and retreated, like wife bringing off the gun. The 
enemy did not follow them earneftly ; fo that the lols was onlv three 
Europeans killed, and 14 Sepoys wounded. 

The French party of Sepoys and black horfe from Arcot, had been 
beaten back by Bomerauze’s people, and lay at Lallapet, near the 
mountains, 10 miles N. w. of Arcot, waiting an opportunity of renew¬ 
ing their incurfion; but were beaten up there on the 26th, by 
three companies of Sepoys, and the troops of the renter of Covrepauk, 
fent by Captain Wood, who commanded in the fort. The enemy 
fled at the firfl: fire, leaving 70 mufkets, and 17 horfes, and the Se¬ 
poys remained to guard the nearefl; pafs leading from Lallapet into 
Bomerauze’s country. 


Bajfaulet 
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Baflaulet Jung, with his army, had, in this while, continued his 1 7.59. 
march from Condavir to the fouth, and, having pafled Ongole, at- . 

tacked the fort of Pollore, about 30 miles to the north of Nelore 
and the river Pennar, which, although out of the country of Damer- 
la-Venkytapah-naigue, was of his dependaiice. This fuccefs en- 
crealed the fright of all the three polygars, and of Nazeabulla in 
Nelore; and all renewed their applications to Madrafs for immediate 
afli fiance, and the Tripetty renter was fully perluaded, that Baflaulet 
Jung intended to get pofieflion of the pagoda, before the great feaft, 
which begins in the middle of September, and generally produces 
2o,oool.; and it was known that Baflaulet Jung was in Ariel cor- 
refpondence with Pondicherry. 

To thele alarms on the north of the province, were added others 
in the fouth. The detachment withFumel which had taken Thia- 
gar had advanced as far as Volcondah, where, after many threats and 
meflages, they had frightened the Kellidar out of 60,000 rupees ; 
and, during the negotiation, their horfe plundered as far as the 
ftreights of Utatoor. It was then reported, thatFumel intended to 
advance with the whole, and take pofieflion of theifland of Sering- 
ham, which would give them all the country between Thiagar and 
Tritchinopoly. This detachment could not be oppofed in time from 
Madrafs; becaufe the interjacent country was under the enemy’s 
garrifbns; and whatfoever troops might be lent from hence, pro¬ 
ceeding half way by fea againft the monfoon, and then through 
the country of Tanjore, would not enter into abtion in lei's than 
fix weeks, and then, if fuccefsful, would be out of the reach of 
recall. Tritchinopoly was the neareft ftation to make head againft 
them; but the whole garrifon would not, in the field, have been 
equal to the force with Fumel. 

Fortunately, in this concurrence of perplexities, the diftrefles and 
difeontent of the French army had continued as urgent as ever, even 
(after the expence of the campaign was diminifhed by their retreat 
into quarters. In the beginning of Aiiguft, the whole of Lally’s re- Auguft. 
giment, excepting the ferjeants and corporals, and 50 of the fol- 
diers, mutinied, and marched out of the fort of Chittapet, declar¬ 
ing, that they would not return to their colours, until they had 
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x 759. received their pay, of which many months was in arrears. Their 
officers, by furniffiing their own money, and engaging their honour 
for more, brought them back, excepting 30, who difperfed about the 
country: but this defection, which the caufe exempted from rigo¬ 
rous puniffiment, fhook the difcipline of the whole army. 

From this view of circumftances, the Prefidency of Madrafs re- 
folved to leave fomething to chance in the extremities, rather than 
diminifh the fuperiority, which their force had lately acquired in the 
center of the province, by the reinforcements arrived from Eng¬ 
land, and the enemy’s detachment to the fouthward ; and determined 
to employ this advantage immediately again ft Vandiwafh, the molt 
important of the enemy’s flations between Madrafs and Pondicherry. 
Accordingly 300 Europeans, with two twelve-pounders, and all the 
ftores neceffary for the attack, were fent to Chinglapet; but whilfi: 
on the road, and before the main body had moved from Conjeveram, 
arrived the Revenge, on the night of the 10th of September, with 
important intelligence from the fquadron. 

The Dutch at Negapatam, pretending that their armament from 
Batavia required the fervice of all their maffoolah boats, would fpare 
none to water the EirgKffi fhips; to procure which, Mr. Pococke 
failed on the 20th with the fquadron forTrinconamalee, where com¬ 
mon boats can ply to the fhore. They anchored there on the 30th, 
but at the mouth of the harbour; and the Revenge was fent for¬ 
ward to cruize off the Friar’s Hood. On the 2d of September, at 
ten in the morning, fome fhips were difeovered to the s. e. Soon 
after came down the Revenge, chafed and fired upon by one of the 
ftrangers, which denoted them to be the long-expefted enemy. The 
Englifh fquadron weighed immediately, and could not get within 
cannon-fhot of them by fun-fet; but perceived that the number and 
ftrength of the fhips greatly exceeded the force they had met the 
year before. 

Mr. D’Ache having left the coaft, as we’ have feen, bn the 3«l4f 
September, arrived, after thirty days fail, at the Ifle of France, 
and found in the port a reinforcement of three men of war, under 
the command-of Mr. D’Eguille, am officer of experience and reputa- 
4 tion. 
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tion. Several of the company’s veffels, but none of force, for enough 1759. 
had been fent before, were likewife arrived from France. The crews 
of all thefe (hips amounted to 5500 men, arid all the provifions 
which could be colledied in the ifles, or even drawn from Mada- 
gafcar, with the fuppljes fent from Europe, were inefficient to feed 
this multitude,, added to the numbers already in the colony, which 
they nearly equalled. Several councils were held on this diftrefs, 
and it was at length determined to fend one of the men of war, 
with eight of the Company’s (hips, which would take off between 
3 and 4000 men, to the Cape of Good Hope, where they were to 
purchafe provifions fufficient for the lquadron in the enfuing voyage, 
and, in the mean.- time, the crews would be fupported without 
breaking in upon the general flock. Thefe fhips arrived off the Cape 
in the beginning of January; and two of them had the luck to fall 
in with and take the Grantham, an Englifh Eaft-India fhip, dis¬ 
patched from Madrafs in September. They purchafed, but at a vaft 
expence, a great quantity of meat, grain, and wine, and returned to 
thelfle of France in April and May; after which, the ftrength of 
four of the Company’s fighting fhips, which had not hitherto 
mounted the number of guns they were built for, were armed to 
the full foale of their conftrudion. Thefe alterations, and other 
equipments, retarded the departure of the fquadron until the 17th 
of July. They went firft to the ifle of Bourbon, and then to Foul- 
point, in the ifiand of Madagalcar, to take in fome rice, and other 
provifiops, which had been procured there ; and on the 30th of Au- 
guft arrived off Batacola, a port in Ceylon, 60 miles to the fouth 
of Trinconomaly; where they received intelligence of the Englifh 
fquadron, and two days after came in fight of them eff Point Pedras. 

The land and fea-winds differing in the fame hours at different dif- 
tancesfrom the fhore, the currents likewife various, fquauls, a fog, 
and contrary courfes whilft feeking each other when out of fight, 
kept them afunder, or out of immediate reach, until the 1 otli of 
September, when they again fell in with one another off Fort St. 

3 Dpvid. The French, being fartheft out at fea, lay-to in a line of 
baitis a-head, their heads to the Eaft. The Englifh having the 
svind Crime down a-breaft, and at two in the afternoon were within 
3^2 gun- 
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'••vn-i'Iiot.. when cadi fh!p edged to get into their ftations alongfide of 

('liv.ir alUl.d untugonifts. 

i'he Enghfh fquadron confifted of nine fhips of the line, attended 
bv h f: : .the Quecnlborough, two of the Company’s lhips, 
and the 1 'rotc’i'ror com ci ted to a fire-lhip. The French were 11 fail 
of the line, of which four were of the na\ - of France, and they had 
three frigate:; under their lec. Difference of failing, and difappoint- 
ment in working, prevented the Engiifh from forming their line 
with as much regularity as the enemy, who were waiting for them, 
drawn up in order of battle. 

i he french line was led by the A6tif of 64, one of the King’s 
lhips. She was followed by the Minotaur, another of the King’s, 
of 74, in which Mr. D’Aguille wore the flag of Rear-Admiral, and 
by much the ftouteft fhip in the fquadron, having in her lower tier 
thirtv-two-pounders, which in the French weight is equal to 40 
Engiifh; then Rood three of the Company’s lhips, the Due d’Orlear.s 
of 54, the Saint Louis of 56, and the Vengeur of 64. Thefe five 
formed the van. M. D’Ache, in the Zodiaque, hoifted his fag in 
the center, fupported by the Comte de Provence of 74: the four 
others of the rear-divifion were the Due de Bourgogne of 54, the 
llluftre of 64, the Fortunee of the fame rate as the llluftre, and 
the Centaur of 6S; of which only the Illuftre was a King’s Ihip. The 
Elizabeth of 64 led the Engiifh line, followed by the Newcaftle of 
50, the Tyger of 60, and the Grafton of 68, in which was Rear-Ad¬ 
miral Stevens: thefe four were the van. Mr. Pococke, in the 
Yarmouth of 66, was in the center, followed by the Cumberland 
now mounting only 58, the Saliftniry of 50, the Sunderland of 60, 
and the Weymouth of 60 clofed the rear. The total battery of the 
French fquadron exceeded the Engiifh by 1 74 guns, and conicquently 
by 87 in action. 

The Grafton was the firft Hup up, and whilft prelenting her broad- 
fid e fell a-breaft of the Zodiaque, whom Mr. Pococke, as in the 
two engagements of the laft year, intended to referve for himfelf. 
M. D’Ache immediately threw out the fignal of battle, and began 
to fire on the Grafton, the fir ft Ihot at 15 minutes after two; but 
Mr. Stevens waited for the lignal of his admiral, which did not 

appear 
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appear until five minutes after, when the Yarmouth was very near 
and ranged againft the Comte de Provence. The firing then be¬ 
came general through both lines; but the Sunderland, the laft but 
one of the Englifh line, failing very ill, kept back the Weymouth 
behind her. By this mifchance the Salifbury, which was much the 
weakeft fhip, being only of 50 guns, and they only eighteen and 
nine-pounders, ranged, unfupported, againft the Illuftre, and 
luftained likewife the fire of the Fortunee behind, which the Sun¬ 
derland fhould have taken up, at leaft in this ftate of the action: 
the confequence was equal to the difparity, and in 15 minutes the 
fall of the Salifbury’s maintopgallant, and then her forefail, obliged 
her to quit the line: but by this time, the Sunderland fhooting 
a-head, engaged the Illuftre. The three fhips of the Englifh van, 
a-head of the Grafton, had luckily fallen fbon, and in good order, 
into their ftations, and in lefs than a quarter of an hour, the Actifi, 
which was dppofed to the Elizabeth, took fire, which brought the 
crew from the batteries, and the Elizabeth taking advantage of their 
confufion plyed her exceffively, and foon drove her out of the line 
to extinguifh the fire: the Elizabeth ftill edging down upon 
her, was flopped by the Minotaur flatting forward; which obliged 
her to haul her wind again, and this operation fhot her beyond the 
line of aftion. The Newcaftle then took up the Minotaur, although 
a 60 to a 74; and the Tiger, of which the Captain had been 
blamed in a former engagement, fupported the Newcaftle, by 
taking on herfelf the fire of the two next fhips. The fight between 
thefe five continued with the utmoft violence for 70 minutes; when 
neither the Newcaftle nor Tiger had a fail under command ; on 
which Mr. Stevens, who had left the Zodiaque to Mr. Pococke, and 
had beaten the Vengeur out of the line, came between, and feeing; 
the two fhips of the French line next beyond the Vengeur much 
crippled, fet forward to engage the Minotaur; and her broad-iide, 
as fhe was palling on, drove the St. Louis out of the line. In the 
rear, the Sunderland, which had taken up the Illuftre, was likewite 
attacked by her follower, the Fortunee; and in ten minutes, 
before fhe had fired three rounds, her maintop-fail fell, and her 

head- 
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1 7 t;g. head-braces being likewife Ihot away, her foretop-fail fwung a-back, 
September w ^‘ c ^ made her fall a-ftern of both her antagonifts. At ten mi¬ 
nutes pad three the Count tie Province, which had flood the Yar¬ 
mouth, and was afterwards taken up by the Cumberland, likewife 
left the line to refit her rigging, as did the Duke de Bourgogne, 
which had divided her fire between the Cumberland and the Sa- 
lifbury, and received theirs, divided likewife in return. The Wey¬ 
mouth, by what accident we don’t find, was kept a-fiern in the 
rear; but at three o’clock, the Salilbury came again into the engage¬ 
ment; and, on the French fide, the Illuftre, feeing the two (hips 
before her gone, clofed up to the Zodiaque. At four, the only 
(hips engaged were the Minotaur and Due d’Orleans again if the 
Grafton, the Zodiaque againfl: the Yarmouth, the Illuftre againfl 
the Cumberland, and the Fortunce and Centaur againfl: the Sa- 
liflmry and Sunderland. The pilot of the Zodiaque feeing, as he 
thought, the Fortunee and Centaur going off likewife, put the 
helm a-lee, without order, and, as Mr. D’Ache was running to 
coned him, a grape (hot carried oft the flefh of his thigh, to the 
bone; he fell fenfelefs, amongft four or five who were killed or (truck 
dow n with him. The captain of the Zodiaque had been killed 
an hour before; and the officer who took the command after Mr. 
D’Ache fell, wore the (hip to rejoin the comrades which had al¬ 
ready left the line. The Centaur, Illuftre, and Minotaur, think¬ 
ing fuch was the will of their admiral, wore likewife, and fet fail 
to accompany him. The Engliffi (hips (fill in abfion endeavoured to 
follow them, but were feon left out of gun-(hot, and all firing 
ceafed at ten minutes after four. 

In this engagement the rear divifion differed much lefs than 
the van. On board the Weymouth, which clofed the rear, not 
a man was either killed or wounded, and in the Sunderland 
a-head of her, the whole lofs w r as only two men killed; never- 
theleis the Centaur, the laft of the enemy’s rear, fuffered as 
much in her mails and rigging from their fire, as any of the 
other (hips of the French line, who were clofer engaged, and 
her Captain, Surville the elder, was killed. The Salifbury had 16 

killed. 
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killed, and 40 wounded; the Cumberland 8, and 30; the Yar¬ 
mouth 10, and 27; the Grafton 13, and 37; the Tiger, wliich s 
fuffered the moft of any, 37, and 140; the Newcaftle 26, and 
65. The Elizabeth four, and twenty. In all 114 killed and 
369 wounded. In the Newcaftle, the captain, Michie, an officer 
of diftinguilhed gallantry, was killed; as were Mr. Jackfon, the 
iirft lieutenant of the Tiger, captain More, who commanded the 
marines in the Elizabeth, and the mafter of the Yarmouth. Brere- 
ton, captain of the Tiger, Somerfet of the Cumberland, the le- 
cond lieutenant of the Grafton, and the fourth of the Salifbury, 
were wounded. None of the Englifh (hips, after the engagement, 
could fet half their fail; and the Newcaftle and Tiger were taken 
into tow by the Elizabeth and Weymouth. The lofs of the 
French crews was fuppofed to be equal; but when they went away 
together at fun-fet, all, excepting the Centaur, carried their top-fails. 

The Uncertainty of the number of troops which the French 
iquadron might have brought for Pondicherry, determined the pre- 
(idency of Madrafs to fufpend for a while the attack they had re- 
folved to make on Vandiwafti; but to fend a part of their troops to 
Tripaflore to fupport that part of the countty againft Baffaulut Jung. 
But no arguments could prevail on Major Brereton to defift from 
the pnterprize,. from: which he expected to acquire diftinguilhed 
honour; and the prelidency. Unwilling to check his ardour, re¬ 
frained from giving him pofitive orders to delift. 

Heavy rains had rendered the roads and rivers impaffable until 
the 26th, when the whole army marched from Conjeveram; it had 
been reinforced with 40 men from Chinglapet, under the command 
of Prefton, and with 1 00, of j 58 releafed priibners, which had arrived 
at this garrifon on the 1 ith from Pondicherry. The whole force was 
jjoo Europeans, 80 Coffee it, and 2500 Sepoys, infantry; 100 Eu¬ 
ropean, and 700 black cavalry;, 10 field-pieces, and two eighteen- 
pounders: and two moss eigfrfeeU-poundera were to join from Ching- 
fcpet. : 

Gfi the 27th in the morning,, the hrirfe before the line, when 
within 4hree miles ef Tflj.vatore, fed- i& with 50 of the French huf- 
■ 1 fars, 
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1759. fars, who flood them, but, overpowered by numbers, were routed, 
September. an< i eight, with an officer, taken prifoners: in the afternoon, the 
garrifon of Trivatorc, which conlifted only of a captain and 22 
men of the Lor rain regiment, furrendered on the firft fummons. 
The main body of the enemy had advanced from Vandiwafh in 
the morning, and were halting at the village of Parfee, fix miles 
on the road, of which Colonel Brereton receiving information, 
marched on without flopping at Trivatore, and encamped near 
them; and at midnight, the. enemy moved off, and returned to 
Vandiwafh; where, as before they took up their quarters in the 
pettahs, and under the walls of the fort, into which the governor 
Tuckeafahcb, notwithflanding the ilriftnef; of his alliance, was very 
averfe to admit any of the French troops, excepting fome of their 
gunners; and they to prevent worfe conl'equences, would not com¬ 
pel him. The Englifh army continuing their march the next day, 
encamped in the evening under the ledge of rocks, which extend 
about three miles to the N. w. of the fort. The day after, which 
was the 29th, parties were employed in reconnoitring; but neither 
their obfervations, nor the enquiries of fpies, difeovered the real Hate 
of the enemy’s force. 

On the march of Major Monfon to Arcot in the beginning of 
Auguft, the French drew the greatefl part of their Europeans from 
the garrifons of Chittapet, Carangoly, and Outramalore, to their 
main body at Vandiwafh, from whence the whole had advanced as 
far as Trivatore, when Monfon, finding the attack of - Arcot 
impraflicable, returned to Ccnjeveram: on his retreat, they 
detached 100 Europeans to reinforce Arcot, and fent back the 
troops which they had drawn from the three other garrifons; which 
reduced the European infantry that returned to Vandiwafh to 600; 
but the whole of the European cavalry, who where 300, went with 
them. The fame alarm for Arcot had led Mr. Lally to recall the 
detachment to the fouthward with Vifcount Fumel, who were 
then before Volcondah; but Fumel, not having levied the con¬ 
tribution he expected, delayed to obey the orders, and, on Mon- 
fon’s retreat, was permitted to perfift, and had time to finifh. 

During 
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During the delay between the firft refolution, and the prefent mo- 17J9. 
tion of the Englifh army to attack Vandiwafh, the government of ScpTelnbcr 
Pondicherry obtained lome uncertain intelligence of the intention, 
and again reinforced the main body there with 400 men from the 
adjacent garrifons. They likewife again recalled Fumel, and.more 
than half his detachment were arrived at Pondicherry, from, whence 
they were at this time advancing towards Vandiwafh, and, as it 
was reported, under the command of Mr. Bully. Major Brereton 
received intelligence of the approach of this party, but no informa¬ 
tion that the troops from the other garrifons were arrived at Vandi¬ 
wafh ; and thus computing the whole number afTembled there, in-. 
eluding'the cavalry, inltead of 1300, to be only 900 Europeans, to 
which his own force was nearly double, thought no timeihould be loft 
before the arrival of thedetachment they expe&ed from Pondicherry, 
and determined to attack them in their quarters, on the night of the 
29th, which was the next after that of his arrival before Vandiwafh. 

There were three pettahs under the fort, lying to the w., the s., 
and the e.; the w. at 150, the s. at 220, and the e. at the diftance 
of j 70 vards. The fouth pettah contained the koules of the more 
opulent inhabitants, and was inclofed on the e. s. and sv. by a mud 
rampart, which on the S. fide had circular projections to ferve as 
bartions; but the north fide next the efplanade was left open, that 
the guns of the fort might preferve their command on the ftreets 
and houfes. The pettah to the eaft commenced oppofite to the n. e, 
angle, and extending 650 yards, covered the eaft fide of the fort, of 
the elplanade, and of the pettah to the fouth. The weftern pettah 
extended only along the breadth of the efplanade to the fouth; it 
had for fome time been abandoned, and was in ruins, and meft of 
the natives, on the approach of the Englifh army, had quitted their 
habitations in the other two. The French cavalrv lay in the eaftern 
pettah. Their infantry were under fheds and tents in the cover ed 
way and on the efplanade to the fouth, and they kept guards on 
the ramparts of the fouth pettah; bul none as they ought, in the 
mined pettah to the weft. 
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A thoufaml Europeans, including a company of 80 CoffireeS,aft# 
fix hundred Sepoys, were allotted to ferve in the attack: they were 
divided into three divifions; the fir it led by Major Motifoa, was to 
affault the foutli face of the fouth pettah, and having entered, Were 
to advance through the ftreets to the elplanade, where the mam 
body of the French troops were lying; who at the fit me time were 
to be attacked on the right by the tecond divifion, advancing out o£ 
the pettah to the well: this divifion was commanded by Major 
Robert Gordon. T he third Major Rrereton commanded himfelf, as 
the referve for oceafions, and they took poll: under a ridge which runs 
parallel to the weft face of the louth pettah, hut farther back on the 
plain than the pettah allotted to Gordon’s divifion. The European 
and black horfe were to halt a mile in the rear of Brcreton’s. The 
reft of the troops were left to guard the camp. Monfon’s divifion 
confuted of 360 Europeans, of whom 200 were grenadiers, all that 
were in the army, and they had one company of Sepoys as atten¬ 
dants : Gordon’s were 200 Europeans, and 80 Coffrees ; Brereton’s 
360 Europeans and 500 Sepoys. Each of the three divifions had 
two excellent brafs fix-pounders. 

The .pettah to the South has three principal ftreets, which in¬ 
ter feet it intirely from north to fouth, and feveral others in the 
fame direction, of fhorter extent; nor are anv of the crofs ftreets 
from eaft to weft regularly pervious from one wall to the other, 
and fome of them are only fhort communications between the 
ftreets in the other direction; fo that many dodging advantages 
might be taken by knowledge of their different bearings and inter- 
feffions. At two in the morning, the head of Monlon’s divifiorti 
approached towards the gateway on the fouth face of the pettah, and 
were challenged and declared by two or three Sepoys advanced on. 
the plain to look out; on which the guards on the ramparts began, 
to fire. The gateway was in a Return of the rampart from the left, 
and the road to it lay under the reft of the rampart to the right, lb 
that the two field-pieces which were advancing at the head of the 
line could not batter the gate at lefs than 150 yards, without, 
being immediately under the fire of this part of the rampart, which 
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with the uncertainty and delay of their effect in the dark, deter- 1759. 
mined Colonel Monfon to try the wall at once. It had neither ditch September 
nor palifade before it, and the firft grenadiers lighted upon a part, 
which, for want of repair, permitted them to l'cramble up, and 
being followed by more, they drove the enemy before them, opened 
the gate, and let in the main body of the divilion. The gate entered 
upon the principal ftreet of the three wl?ich leads through the pettah 
to the efplanade: and the other two are about 50 yards on each 
hand. The troops, as they came in, firft ranged along the ground 
between the wall and the habitations, which was broad; and then 
formed into three columns, one in each of the ftreets; but the two 
field-pieces moved at the head of the center column. All the three 
advanced very deliberately, keeping as nearly as poflible on the fame 
parallel,- the two outer columns fending fmall parties into the crofs 
ftreets on their outward flanks to diflodge the enemy from whatfo- 
ever pofts their fire came, which, although not ftrong from any, was 
frequent and from feveral; but the greateft annoyance was from 
two field-pieces at the edge of the efplanade, firing down the center 
ftreet. However, they were at length filenced by the two field- 
pieces, with the center column. Firing had been heard on the 
ground allotted to Gordon’s divilion, but foon ceafed. In an hour and 
a half the three columns arrived at the openings on the efplanade, 
where to their furprize they met no farther refiftance; and difap- 
pointed of the afliftance they expected from Gordon’s divifion, it 
was refolved to wait for day-light, and in the mean time to throw 
up a barricade at the head of the center ftreet, which for want of 
proper tools was very inliifficiently performed. Their lofs hitherto 
was not ten killed and wounded. 

A fky rocket was the fignal for Gordon’s divifion to advance from 
tiie weftern pettah, and it was fired as foon as Monfon’s had entered 
the fouthern. The troops of Gordon’s had, for fear of difeovery, 
kept on the fide of the pettah fartheft from the efplanade, but Pref- 
ton and two or three more officers had 4 rammed the ftreets, which 
were very narrow, and beyond on the efplanade, where they found 
3 U 2 the 
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i 759. the ground rugged, and interrupted with floughs and Handing water, 
^^pteintier. TUit Gordon not having acquired any diftinCl ideas from their report, 
boggled, and was confufed in the orders he gave. At length it Was 
underRocd, that the troops, as loon as they had pafled through the 
pettah, were to form on the ei'planade in divifions, which would be 
15 in front. The felect picquet of 40 picked men, commanded by 
Lieutenant Dela Douefpe, who were to lead the attack, were foon 
through, and formed, and advancing. Gordon himfelf was to¬ 
rn arch at the head of the main body, but he w as not to be found 
w hen it was ranging on the efplanade; and Prefton, his fecond, not 
knowing the. motives of his abfence, wmuld not venture to take his. 
poll; and thus the whole were Hopped, waiting his return. The 
picquet marched with recovered arms, and without dropping a fhot, 
until they came to the angle of the fouthern pettah, where the ram¬ 
part had a fhoulder, on which were mounted tw o pieces of cannon, 
which by the diredion of the flreets could not be turned to any fer- 
vice in the fight behind them; and it fhould feem that the enemy 
had difeovered the fituation and intention of Gordon’s attack, for a 
confiderable body of infantry were waiting at the angle, fomeon the 
rampart, and others at the edge of the houles below'; who, as foon 
as the picquet w'ere within a few yards, fuddenly threw a number 
of blue lights, which difeovered them intirely, and were inflantly 
follow'ed by a Hrong running fire of mufketry, and the difeharge of 
the two pieces of cannon; but the whole of the execution was from 
the mufketry, for as the picquet was almoH under the rampart, 
the cannon could not point low enough, and fired over their heads. 
Douefpe returned the fire with difparity of fituation, and greater of 
numbers, but would not retreat without orders, and was not without, 
hopes of being immediately joined by the main body of the divifion, 
efpecially as the two pieces which accompanied it, began to anfwep. 
the two guns on the rampart. But his expectations of farther fup- 
poi t W'ere vain. The fhot of the tw o guns from the rampart fell near 
the main body w’hilfl forming, and lome mufketry fired upon them 
from the covered wav of the fort, on which the 80 Cofirees all ran 
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back into the pettah, and through it, quite away, and the Euro- t 759 * 
peans not led on, and having nothing effe&ual to fire upon, foon Se^iSw. 
broke and went off likewife, leaving the picquet, and the field- 
pieces ftill engaged. But Prefton, for Gordon was not yet to be found, 
knowing the determination of the picquet to perfevere, ran fingly to 
them, and brought them back to the pettah, where they joined the 
officers deferted by all the reft of the troops: but the artillery¬ 
men, animated by the well-known refolution of their commandant 
Captain Robert Barker, ftill ftood by him and their guns. The fugi¬ 
tives not equally frightened, made their way- to the referved divifion 
with Brereton, ■ who on the firft notice, ran unaccompanied to the 
pettah from whence they were coming, and in the ftrong impulfe 
of indignation, ran the firft man he met through the body: 
unfortunately he was one of the braveft in the army ;• fo that, 
this example carried little influence, and left none to exhorta¬ 
tion, and very few obeyed his call; with whom he went as far as 
the two guns, which Barker was ftill firing, and by this counte¬ 
nance had deterred the enemy from making a pufh, which would 
eafily have taken them; hut Brereton, fenfible of the rifk to which 
they were expofed, ordered' him to draw them off into the pettah, 
from whence they joined the referve at the ridge. Thus all were 
gone before the firing ceafed in the fouthern pettah, where Gordon 
with four or five of the fugitives foon after appeared, coming in 
at the gate to the fouth, where Monfon’s divifion had entered'. 

The day broke, and the enemy’s fire recommenced and increafed 
with the light. The gunners, whom the Kellidar had admitted 
into the fort, plied the cannon on the towers oppofite to the 
three ftreets, to the head of which Monfon’s divifion had ad¬ 
vanced ; and with the field-pieces on- the efplanade, their fire was 
from 14 guns all within point blank, from the fort at. 300, from, 
the field-pieces at 100 yards. The return was from the two 
field-pieces at the head of the center ftreet, and from platoons of 
mufketry in the other two. The dii(arity was fevere, and could- 
not be long maintained. The officers ordered the men not employ¬ 
ed. 
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cJ, to take flicker under the flieds pirqje&ing before tba walls of fclii 
houtes in the enfiladed ftreets; the fheds, as in the other towns of 
Coromandel, were l'eparated from each other by partitions ef brick or 
mud: fome withdrew into the crofs ftreets immediately behind* 
Neverthelefs*, all who appeared were fo exceflively galled, that it was 
neceffary to retreat; but from 'the continual hope of fupport from 
the two divilions without, Major Monfon wiflied not to quit the 
conteft until the laft extremity. In the middle of the pettah is 
a continuation of ftreets leading quite acrofs it, although not in a 
ftraight line, from the eaft to tlie weft fide, were the laft ends upon 
the area of a pagoda, in which a party had been ported, and the wound¬ 
ed were fheltered and ferved. Thecolums were ordered to retire into this 
line of the crofs ftreets, where all, according to the bteadth of the main 
ftreets, might fire down them, and immediately difappear, until loaded 
and ready to fire again. This movement ftaggered the enemy, for they 
dould do no more, if they continued on the efplanade at the other 
extremity of the ftreets; and if they advanced along them, would be 
expofed in deep columns. Neverthelefs, confident in their numbers, 
and preffing to decide before the Etiglifh troops ftiould be reinforced 
from without, they began and maintained this fight with great 
fpirit and activity, until they were convinced it could not fucceed; on 
which they fent off their rears, which brought two of their field- 
pieces from the efplanade, and with them marched along a ftreet ad¬ 
joining to the weftern wall of the pettah, which led them to the pagoda 
towards this end of the crofs ftreets ; which the guard immediately 
abandoned, leaving fome of the wounded in the pagoda; having fe- 
xtfured this ftation, the party advanced the field-pieces along the line 
of the crofs ftreets, firing and taking in flank the whole of Monfon’s 
divifion, againft which the attack in front likewife continued, and with 
encreafing vivacity: and in a very little while the remaining field-piece 
of the divifion was difabled; on which the men began to lofe courage, 
and Monfon confulting his fecond. Major Calliaud, they rel'olved to 
retreat and take port againft the fouthern wall of the pettah. The 
grenadiers of one of the, Company’s battalions, were to halt near the 

gateway, 
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gateway, but feeing it open, marched out into the plain, quickening 
their pace at every ftep. Major Calliaud, who was near, inftead of 
calling after them, followed, and running beyond, flopped fuddenlv 
before them, and cried, “ Halt.” The initindt of dflcipline pre¬ 
vailed. They obeyed, and forming as he ordered, facedj and, luckily 
for themfelves, followed him into the pettah. Major Monfon met. 
him at the gate, and, in the midft of much vexation, thanked him . 
with much cordiality; but faid, that the whole body, ftill clofeiy 
prefTed by the enemy, were faultering too faft to be trufted any 
longer; and that it was better to lead them off in order, than rifk 
their going off in confufion of their own accord. The exhortations 
of their commanders encouraged them to keep their ranks; the Se¬ 
poys marched in front, helping to carry off the wounded, and fif¬ 
teen prifoners. The enemy, by unaccountable overfight, did not 
follow them into the plain; but were contented with firing from the: 
wall; about half a mile from which, the line halted in a grove, and 
in a little while perceived'Major Brereton’s and Gordon’s divifions,. 
with the European and black borfe, the Sepoys, and two field- 
pieces, advancing round to join them; at the fame time, they law 
the whole body of the enemy’s European cavalry, 300 riders, ap¬ 
proaching from the eaftern pettah, where they had remained in ex¬ 
pectation of an opportunity of cutting off their retreat, .w 7 hich, from 
want of alextnefs, they loft, and could not venture to attack after 
Brereton appeared. The whole returned to the bank, where . Brere¬ 
ton’s divifian had taken poft,. and in the afternoon from thence to 
the camp, without moleftation or alarm. The lofs, on the imme¬ 
diate review, appeared to be 12 officers, and 195 rank and file, 
killed, wounded, and taken prifoners. The Lieutenants Minns and 
Latour were the only officers; but, it was fuppofed, that 70 rank 
and file were killed; and that of this number, 50 fell in the pettah. 
The eagemefsof performing fome diftinguifhedfervice before Colonel 
Coote fhould arrive, and fuperfede him in the command of the army, 
urged Colonel Brereton to make this /'.ttack, which was much 
more hardy than judicious, even if the enemy had not been re- 
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inforccd. However, the great gallantry and the inferior numbers 
■of the body which Curtained the greateft part of the lofe, rather 
encrealed than diminifhed the confidence of the army. The enemy 
fufFered as jjguch, having 200 killed and wounded. Mainville, who 
commanded againft Lawrence at Tritchinopoly, juft befbre'the truce 
in 1754-, and two Captains, were killed. 

The two fquadrons anchored on the 11 th, the day after they had en¬ 
gaged each other; the Englifh in the road of Negapatam, the French 
4 leagues farther to the Couth, who being much lefs difabled, were 
ready to fail again on the 13th; and two days after, anchored .in the road 
■of Pondicherry. The (hips immediately landed whatfoever {applies 
they had brought for the fervice of the colony ; the trealure amounted 
only to 16000 pounds in dollars, and the diamonds taken in the 
■Grantham, were worth 1 yoco pounds. The troops were only 180 
■men. Mr. D’Ache would not go affiore, and fignified his inten¬ 
tion of failing immediately for the iflands. The feafon, although 
advanced, was not yet dangerous, nor were his {hips more hurt than 
the Enghfh; but this refclution rofe from intelligence of the four 
men of war, which were coming with Rear-Admiral Cornifh to join 
Mr. Pococke, and who might arrive every day. Accordingly, early 
in the morning of the -19 th, Mr. D Ache made the fignal for weigh¬ 
ing, and all the (hips looied their top-fails. 

The fupplies they had brought were fo much lefs than the wants 
and hopes of the -colony, that difappointment appeared in every 
face; but the fight of the (hips getting under fail, in 24 hours after 
their arrival, fpread univerfal conftemation, and excited tjie utmoft 
indignation. All the military officers, the principal inhabitants, and 
even the clergy, afiembled at the governor’s, and immediately 
formed themfelves into a national council; winch unanimoufly de¬ 
creed, that the precipitate departure of the fquadron muft produce 
the moft detrimental confequcnces to the interefts of the ftate, as 
holding out to all the powers of the country ait opprobrious ac¬ 
knowledgement that they had been entirely defeated in the lnft en¬ 
gagement, and could not (land another; and that they utterly Re¬ 
paired 
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ipaired of every thing on fhore. In confequence of this deliberation, 
a proteft was immediately drawn, declaring Mr. D’Ache relponfible 
for the lofs of the colony, fuch were the words, and refolving to 
complain to the king and miniftry, and demand public juftice of 
his conduct. The fhip Due d’Orleans was by fome accident de¬ 
tained in the road, after the others were under fail, and the com¬ 
mander was charged to deliver the proteft to Mr. D’Ache, and a 
copy to every commander in the fquadron, which were twelve 
leagues out at fea when the Due d’Orleans joined them. Mr. 
D’Ache immediately held a general council of his captains, and 
on the 2zd anchored again in the road of Pondicherry; and came 
aftiore to confult with Mr. Lally and the government. On the 25th, 
in the morning, the Engliih fquadron, coming from Negapatam, 
appeared Handing in the line of battle into the road, but driving by the 
current to the northward. All the French fhips weighed, but 
haw led the wind dole, which being at w. s. w. kept them at their 
firft diftance from the Englifh, which they had it in their power to 
bear down upon, and engage. Mr. Pococke, unable to get up to 
them, kept his line of battle until the evening, when he continued 
his courle, and anchored on the 27th at Madrafs. Mr. D’Ache ftill 
infilled on returning as foon as poffible to the ifiands; and the go¬ 
vernment of Pondicherry unwillingly compromifed for his depar¬ 
ture, on condition that he Ihould leave all the Coffrees ferving in the 
fquadron, which were 400, and 500 Europeans, either failors or 
marines; who were accordingly landed, and he failed away on the 
30th of September. Mr. Lally, with his ufual fpleen, called the Eu¬ 
ropeans the feum of the fea; and, indeed, raoft of them for a while 
could be fit for little more than to do duty in the town, whilft the 
regular troops kept the field. 

The animofity of Mr. Lally to Mr. Bulfy had continued, without 
remiflion; he even employed his emiffaries to perfuade Mr. Bully to 
make him a prefent of money, as a certain means of reconciliation; 
intending to ufe the proffer as a confejPion of Mr. BulTy’s delin¬ 
quency, of which he was every where feeking proofs. Meannels 
Vol. II. 3 x and 
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1759. and ambition were never more ftri£ffy united than in this defign. 

Odobm Mr. Bully, having remitted his fortune to Europe, offered his credit, 
if employed in community with the government of Pondicherry 
and Mr. Lally’s, to rail'e money for the public lervice - but treated 
the hints of the other propofol, as the defperate zeal of his adherents 
unwarranted by himfelf. They fow one another but feldom, but 
were obliged to correfpond on public affairs. The letters of Mr. 
Lally were replete with fufpicion, jealoufy, infinuation, artifice, in- 
folence, forcalm, and wit; Mr. Buffy’s, with fogacity, caution, de¬ 
ference, argument, profound knowledge, the jufteft views of affairs* 
and the wifeft means to promote their fuccefs: and Mr. Lally him¬ 
felf, whilft he pretended to ridicule, refpefled the extent of his 
talents. Their diffention was in this ftate, when the arrival of a 
frigate from France on the zoth of Auguft brought orders from the 
king and miniftry, recalling all the intermediate officers, who had 
been fent with commiffions fuperior to Mr. Bufly’s, and appointing 
him fecond in the command, and to fucceed to it after Mr. Lally. 
This diftinftion produced a more civil intercourfe, and Mr. Lally, 
with feeming complacence, afked the affiftance of his counfels. The 
fir ft he gave was the moft obnoxious he could. Rajahfaheb, the 
unfortunate but infignificant fon of Chundahfoheb, had"lately found 
means to perfuade Mr. Lally to appoint him Nabob of the Car¬ 
natic ; and the ceremony had been performed with oftenf ation, in the 
month of July, both at Arcot and Pondicherry. This promotion, 
without the participation of Salabadjing, the Subah of the Decan, 
was a public renunciation of his alliance, and might be improved by 
Nizamally to confirm him intheintereftsof theEnglifh. Theapproach 
of Baffaulut Jung on the northern confines of the Carnatic appeared 
to Mr. Bufly a refource, not only to re-eftablifh the former union 
with Salabadjing, but likewife to ftrengthen the immediate opera¬ 
tions of the French army, by offering Baffaulut Jung the government 
of the Carnatic and its dependencies under the fon&ion of Salabad¬ 
jing, on condition that he would Join them with his troops. Mr. 
Lally at firft revolted agaiuft the idea: and his averfion to it was 

imputed 
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imputed not more to his jealoufv of the importance which Mr. 1759. 
BufTy would regain, by his influence with a prince long accuftomed 
to refpefl his character, than to his own obligations to Rajahfaheb, 
who it was faid had purchafed his appointment. However, Mr.Lally 
had confented, that Mr. Bufly Ihould march with a detachment 
to join BaiTaulut Jung, and conclude the negotiation, when the 
French fquadron iailed away from Pondicherry, where news 
arrived the fame day of the adtion at Vandiwaih, on which Mr, 

Lally, as a complete vidtorv, fired a hundred guns round the 
ramparts of Pondicherry, and wrote magnificent accounts of the 
liiccefs to every man of confequence within or near the province. 

Mr. Bufly arrived at Vandiwaih on the 5th of October. The 
Englilh army had left their encampment in fight of this place the 
flay before; they halted two days at Trivatore, during which heavy 
rains and the bad quality of the only water they had . to drink brought 
ficknels upon the camp, which caufed Major Brereton to quit this 
poll, and repair to Conjeveram, where they arrived on the 7th. 

On the fame day, Mr. Bufly marched from Vandiwaih with all the 
troops encamped there, reinforced from other parts to 1500 European 
foot and 300 horfe, befides the black horfe: he expected the Engliih 
might wait, and give battle, but they were gone; and the garrifon 
left in Trivatore, which was only ten Europeans, and a company of 
Sepoys, furrendered to him at difcretion. Draughting 15a of the 
European horfe, and 400 foot, to accompany him to BaiTaulut Jung, 
he fent back the reft of the army to Vandiwaih, and arrived at Arcot 
on the 10th; where he was detained feveral days, by the rains of 
the monfoon. 

BaiTaulut Jung advancing from Poloregave out that he would attack 
Nelore; but when he came near the Pennar quitted the fouthern 
road, and, turning to the weft, encamped on the i oth of September 
on the plains of Sangam, a town with feveral pagodas on the bank 
of the river, 16 miles from Nelore. Here he fummoned Nazeabulla 
and the three greater Polygars to com^ and pay their obeiflance to 
him in perfon. Nazeabulla contrived to make him believe magnified 
3X2 reports 
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1759. reports of the force of bis garrifon, and of troops coming to reifiK 
October' force it from Madlafs, which brought 011 a civil intercourfe of letters 
between them; but the Poly gars he deipiild, and rcfolved not to 
fpare. They, however, fearing to offend the Englifh government, 
endeavoured to evade the vi'.it by various excuies, on which he fent 
his horfe over the river to foragd on the arable lands for themfelves, 
and ' r ieize cattle and grain for the reft of the army. This detri¬ 
ment not prevailing, he palfed the river with his whofe force, and 
on the 1 ft of October encamped at Sydaporam, a confiderable town, 
where the hills of Bangar Yatcham begin on this fide, and fituated 
within ten miles of Venkitagherri, the place of his refidence, and 
20 from Kalaftri, which is the principal town of Damerla Venki- 
tappah. Here he waited, not a little diftreffed for money, and ex¬ 
pecting the arrival of Mr. Bully, who, on the 18th, had made his 
firft day’s march from Arcot, when he was flopped fhort by extra¬ 
ordinary intelligence from Vandiwafh. 

More than a year’s pay was due to the whole army: what money 
had been fupplied to them lately was in lieu of their provifions, 
when not furnifhed regularly. The foldiers believed, that much 
more than came had been brought by the fquadron, and, what was 
worfe, that their general had amaffed and fecreted great wealth. 
Their intrepidity at the action of Vandiwafh had increafed the 
indignation of their diftrelTes. They complained continually and 
openly, nor did the officers chulc to punifh them on this fcore; be- 
caufe the plea of their difeontent was true. On others they wiffied 
to preferve the ufual difeipline. On the 16th fome foldiers of Lonain 
were punilhed; fome for negleft of duty, but others for flovenlinefs, 
which they could not avoid. In lefs than an hour after this chaftife- 
ment, the drums of Lorrain, compelled by 40 or 50 of the foldiers, 
who had conceited, beat the general; and in an inftant every man 
of the regiment was under arms; and in a few minutes all con¬ 
curred in the fame refolution: refuting to admit the commiffioned 
officers, and every ferjeant, excepting two, they marched in order out 
of the camp, towards the mountain where the Englifh army had 
4 lately 
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lately encamped. The officers of Lally’s and the battalion of India, 1759. 
hearing the drums of Lorrain, beat the general likewife, and turned 
out the line, thinking the camp was going to be attacked by the 
Englifh ; and feme of the officers who had perfifted in accompanying 
the men of Lorrain, prevailed on them to flop; but could not, to 
return, before they knew the intentions of Lally’s and India, of whom 
they had feme doubt, whether not preparing to furround and attack 
them. For this purpofe they detached a picket to confer with them, 
of whom the fpokefman was the bolded: of the mutiny, and, inftead 
of propofmg any conditions for Lorrain, exhorted all he harangued to 
follow their example, and redrefs their common wrongs, unlefs the 
whole army immediately received the full arrears of their pay. His 
words ran like tire: all, animated with the fame fpirit, cried out, march. 

The expoftulations of their officers were vain, they were ordered to 
retire. Parties and detachments were commanded, which brought 
up the field-artillery, the tumbrils, oxen, tents, and baggage, and 
even obliged the buzar and market, which confifted of 2000 per- 
fons, and a multitude of animals, to move with them, and to w hich 
they appointed the ufual guard. They fent likewife to demand the 
colours; but, feeing the officers determined to die rather than de¬ 
liver them, defifted. As foon as every thing was gathered, the 
whole line, with feventeen pieces of cannon, marched away. As 
foon as they arrived at the mountain, they with one voice elected 
La Joye, the ferjeant-major of the grenadiers of Lorrain, their 
commander in chief; and he immediately nominated another fer- 
jeant his major-general, and appointed the beft of the rank and 
file to command the different companies, with the ufual titles 
of commiffioned officers. Orders were then prepared, and read 
at the head of the men, exacting every article of the lervice. The 
camp was pitched, centries, pickets, advanced guards, rounds, calls, 
with every detail of duty and difeipline, ftridtly obferved. They did 
not like, but did not refute, the vifit of feveral of their officers; 
but forbade every interference that /.eemed authority. On hints 
whether they intended to go over to the Englifh, they pointed to 

their 
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: r cannon, which were ranged in front of the camp, facing the 
north, from whence alone the appearance of the English army 
could he expected. The night palled without riot or confufion. 

In the mean time, expreffes were lent to Pondicherry, where the 
whole council immediately affembled at Mr. Lallv’s, who accuied 
them all, as tire inftigators of the revolt; but produced 10,000 pa¬ 
godas out of his chcft, and lent them by the Vifcount Fumel, witli 
the promife of a general pardon to the troops, The council likewife 
gave afiurauccs that the whole arrears fhould be dilcharged in a 
month, and lent their plate to the mint, as an earned:, which 
example was followed by many of the inhabitants. Fumel arrived 
early in the morning of the 20th at the camp of the troops, who 
had moved fix miles farther on to the welhvard, towards Arm: He 
was permitted to confer with their chiefs, whom he harangued on 
the obvious topics of defertion, dilhonour, and the deftruclion of ali 
the French interefts in India, and thought them lufficiently relented, 
to appeal to the whole ; who, according to his requeft, affcmbled 
round him on the plain, to the number of 2000 men. He gave 
hints of the money and pardon; and his reprefentations had well- 
nigh converted them, when 70 or 80, who were the delperate mu¬ 
tineers, and had kept away from the affembly, rulhed in with their 
bayonets fixed, and laid, that nothing could be determined without 
their confent, which fhould never be given to a reconciliation before 
they had received every farthing of their arrears. Fumel, thinking 
neither their number or violence fufficient to revoke the imprelfion 
he had made, broke up the affcmblv, fignifying, that he fhould re¬ 
turn to Vandiwafb, and wait there three hours for their determi¬ 
nation, before he returned to Pondicherry. Within the time the 
anfwer came ; the lerjeant La Jove was a fenfiblc man, and difap- 
proving, although he commanded the revolt, prevailed on them to 
he content with receiving fix months pay immediately, the reft in a 
month, and a general amnefty, figned by Mr. Lully, and all the 
members of the council of Pondicherry. Accounts were imme¬ 
diately begun; and, whilft waiting for them and the return of mef- 

fengers. 
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fengers from Pondicherry, the troops continued abroad with the 
fame regularity as before, under his command. The pardon arrived, 
and the money was paid on the 21ft in the morning, and the whole 
body, excepting 30 who had deferted, marched back under the com¬ 
mand of their former officers to Vandiwafh, where before evening 
the whole camp was enlivened with dances and jollity, as if after 
fbme fignal fuccefs. 

Mr. Bufly, on the firft intelligence of the revolt, refolved to pro¬ 
ceed no farther, until he faw the event. The difcontent caught the 
troops he had taken with him, and he was obliged to appeafe them 
by a month’s pay, and then to wait, until the money to make up 
the fix months, as to the left of the army, was remitted from Van- 
diwalh; and before he relumed his march, feveral incidents had 
happened, which neceffitated him to change the ftate of his detach¬ 
ment, and the rout he intended to take. 

As foon as the Englifh army, returning from their unfuccefsful 
attempt at Vandiwafh, arrived at Conjeveram, 200 Europeans, with 
two field-pieces, 200 black horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were detached- 
under the command of Captain More, towards the encampment of 
Baflaulut Jung at Sidaporum; they were to be joined in the way by 
the fix companies of Sepoys at Tripetti, by 1000 belonging to 
Nazeabullah at Nelore, and by the Europeans in both thefe places, 
who were about 70. This force was intended to follow and har- 
rafs Baflaulut Jung’s army, if they fhould march round to meet 
and join Mr. Bufly; but it was the 15 th of Obtober before they 
reached Kalaftri, where the troops from Tripetti arrived the fame 
day, but thofe from Nelore had not yet advanced. The two Poly- 
gars, Bangar Yatcham and Damerla Venkatypettah, terrified by the 
cavalry of Baflaulut Jung at their borders, and doubtful of the dif- 
tant protection of the Englifh troops, temporized, and according to 
his fummons went to his camp, accompanied by Sampetrow. This 
man, who has been formerly mentioned, came into the province with 
the Nabob Anwarodean Khan, and Jad ferved 3S his Duan, or 
prime-minrfter, until his death; after which, he was fometimes 
confulted and employed, but never trufted, by Mnhomedally, and 
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i 759. had a little before the fiege of Madrafs retired with his wealth, which 
Odobcr" was confiderablc, to Kalafixi. His difguft to the prefent Nabob had 
attached him to Maphuze Khan, who ftill continued helplels and 
difcontented, endeavouring to keep up the difturbances which he had 
created in the Tinivelly countries. An officer deputed by them 
both went to Baflaulut Jung, as foon as it was known that he had 
feparated from his brothers, Salabadjing and Nizamally; and it is 
j'aid, feconded the advice of the French in his fervice, to enter the 
Carnatic, but with very different views ; for Sampetrow, who ma¬ 
naged the intrigue, intended that Baflaulut Jung ffiould proclaim 
himfelf Nabob, and appoint him his duan; forefeeing that the 
concerns of his countries nearer the Kriftna would foon call him 
away; when he intended that Baflaulut Jung ffiould nominate Ma¬ 
phuze Khan his deputy in the Carnatic, and Sampetrow continuing 
duan, would, by his afcendance over Maphuze Khan, gather the 
whole power of the government into his own hands. When it was 
objected what engagements were to be taken or kept with the French, 
Sampetrow faid, None, if poffible, with either them or theEngliffi; 
but, if neceffitated to chufe, Maphuze Khan was at leaf! equally free 
from prediledtion to either. As a fpecimen of his own abilities for 
the fituation to which he afpired, he perfuaded the two Polygars to 
make each of them a prefent of 40,000 rupees in ready money, and 
added the fame fum of his own. This affiftance was very much 
wanted, and gave recommendation to his counfel, of which he was 
expecting the effedt, when an officer of the firfl: diftindtion in Sala- 
badjing’s court, and the confident of Nizamally, arrived in the 
camp, with offers of frieirdffiip, reconciliation, and grants, to dif- 
fuade Baflaulut Jung from entering into any alliance with the 
French againft the Engliffi. Nizamally forefaw that the ftandard 
of his brother, as the fon of Nizamalmuluck, with the force he com¬ 
manded, and his refources, if adting in conjunction with the French 
in the Carnatic, might turn the fortune of the war in their favour: 
and, in their fuccefs, he faw and dreaded, with abomination, the 
reftoration of Mr. Bully to the councils of Salabadjing, as the ruin 
of his own ambition. Baflaulut Jung inclined to the advice of Sam¬ 
petrow, 
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petrow, and would probably have advanced into the plains of the 
Carnatic, with equal profeffions to the French and Englifh, if the 
Englifh troops had not arrived as they did at Kalaftri. Their ap¬ 
pearance difconcerted him the more becaufe the commander of the 
French troops in his army, and the agent deputed to him from 
Pondicherry, had, with as much confidence as imprudence, allured 
him, before he crofied the Pennar, that Mr. Buffy would join him 
at Sydaporum on the ift of October. It was now the 19th, and 
Baflaulut Jung, fo long difappointed, would not at length believe 
that Mr. Bully had even left Pondicherry; when reports arrived of 
the revolt at Vandiwalh; on which, he beat his great drum, re- 
crofled the Pennar, and marched to the n. w. into the country of 
Cudapah, towards the capital of the fame name. The French troops 
accompanied him, diftrefled for neceflaries; but their officers pre¬ 
vailed on him to requeft of Mr. Buffy, that he would immediately 
advance and join him in Cudapah. Mr. Buffy received this intelli¬ 
gence on the 24th, and fet out the fame day ; but, as more than half 
the way he had to pafs was through the mountains, he took with 
him only three companies of Sepoys, 100 of the European horfe, and 
200 black under a good partizan, which he had enlifted at his 
own expence at Arcot, becaufe thofe he had brought from Vandi- 
walh were gone off for want of pay. They marched without artil¬ 
lery and with very little baggage. 

The monloon, with figns of ftormy weather, warned Admiral 
Pococke to quit the coaft: the prefidency endeavoured to perfuade 
him to leave fuch of his Ihips as did not require the dock, in the 
bay of Trinconamalee; from whence they might return with the 
fair weather in January, ready to oppofe any part of the French fqua- 
dron, which might be fent back expeditioufly from the iflands, in 
order to command the coaft during the abfence of the Englifh ; but 
Mr. Pococke judicioufly refoh ed not to diminilh his ftrength, until he 
had rounded Ceylon, and was far enough up the Malabar coal! to 
be fure the enemy were not waiting to rt eet him there, under this 
very difadvantage: but promifed, as foon as fecure from this event, 
to fend round Mr. Cornifh’s Ihips, if they Ihould join him in the 
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there had been a ilrong force in the French fort of Karical,. - With 
this reinforcement-the garrifon had 250 eRimated Europeans, molt 
of whom were invalids, deferters, or Topafles, and 3000 Sepoys; 
and the Nabob Rill maintained his 1000 horfe, which had afforded 
parties fufficient to fecure the revenues of the did;rifts of Tritchino- 
polv fouth of the Coleroon, of Seringham on the other fide, and even 
farther on to Volcondah, before the detachment with Funnel had ex¬ 
tended the authority of tire French government as far as Utatoor. 
The intermediate villages, of which the French had lately taken 
pofieflion, had remained for many months before unmolefted, and 
were flourishing; and, as loon as it was known that Fumel was re¬ 
turning from Volcondah to Pondicherry, Captain Jofep'n Smith de¬ 
tached Captain Richard Smith, with 180 Europeans, four guns, 800 
Sepoys, and 500 of the Nabob’s horfe, to recover the country that 
had been lolt. They marched on the 18th of September; hut had 
only eroded the Coleroon, when news of the arrival of the French 
lquadron at Pondicherry alarmed the Nabob fo much, that to quiet 
his apprehenfions, all the Europeans, with 600 of the Sepoys, were 
recalled into the city ; but the horfe, with the other 200 Sepoys, 
went on to Utatoor. Colonel Brereton, when determined to march 
againfl the French at Vandiwalh, had enjoined Jofeph Smith to 
undertake fome enterprize which might draw off a part of their 
force from their Rations towards the Paliar, and oblige them to de¬ 
tain to the fouthward, what might be at this time in thofe quarters; 
his letters arrived on the 6th of October. J. Smith had for fome time 
meditated an attempt to retake Devi Cotah by furprize, to give the 
fquadron a certain Ration, from which they might be fupplied with 
water and provilions, without begging leave, as it were, of the Danes 
and Dutch. The opportunity was at this time probable; for, confiding 
in the remotenels of its fituation from any of theEnglilh Rations, and 
wanting troops in other parts, Mr. Lally had reduced the garrifon to 
30 Europeans and 100 Sepoys; and the Coleroon, which diiem- 
bogueth into the fea near Devi Cotah, w»s at this time full and rapid. 
On the night of theqth, Captain Richard Smith, with 140 Europeans 
and Topafles, 300 Sepoys, two petards, and fome icaling ladders, 
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t embarked in two large boats, which ferved as ferries over the Cole- 
OcttiTr roon, and thirteen of wicker, covered with leather, which are like- 
wile uled on the lame river. Lieutenant Horne, with 500 Sepoys, 
and tw'O field-pieces, marched two days before to Tanjore, and the 
Nabob’s boric, with the 200 Sepoys, advanced from Outatoor to the 
diftriefs of Verdachelum ; all the three parties were to join, and at¬ 
tack Chdambarum, if the attempt on Devi Cotah lucceeded. It was 
ex podded, that the current would carry the boats down in 60 hours, 
although the diftance by the courfe of the river is 200 miles. 
Heavy rains commenced as foon as the troops were embarked, and 
continue'! this and the lucceeding day. At the noon of the nth 
they landed in an unfrequented part covered with wood to drefs 
their meal and clean their arms ; in the eniuing night, one of the 
large boats, in which was Enfign Hunterman, with half the Eu¬ 
ropeans and Topaffes, the fealing ladders and petards, and feven of 
the ffnaller boats, loft the main channel of the river, and entered 
into that which leads from it on the left toward Chilambarum, 
and foon after ran aground on a bank of land; where feeing no¬ 
thing of the other boats, and uncertain whether they were before 
or behind, or whether they might not likewife have ftruck 
on fome fand, Hunterman refolved to remain where he was until 
day-ligiit; before which, Captain Smith, with the reft of the boats, 
was arrived at the rendezvous, five miles from Devi Cotah, and 
waiting for thofe with Hunterman, which did not come up until 
the evening. This delay difeovered the detachment. Neverthe- 
iefs Captain Smith marched acrofs the land, and took poft on 
the 14th, intending to efcalade in the eniuing night. Two broad 
and deep channels of the Coleroon pafs along the north and fouth 
tides of the fort; the ground to the weft was at this time a morals; 
the eaftern face Handing on dry fand, was the only part acceftible ; 
but had a dry ditch and glacis; both, however, flight. The boats 
carrying the troops dropt down the north channel to the ft rand, 
where all landed. The Europeans were to efcalade, the Sepoys to 
fhftain them, and no fire was to be' given by any on any cauie, 
before the Europeans had gained footing on the rampart. The 
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moon was rifen, and the Europeans with the ladders were never- 1759. 
thelefs at the foot of the wall before they were difcovered by the oaober 
garrifon, who immediately thronged and fired; which the Sepoys 
at the creft of the glacis, who (hared part of it, returned in much 
hurry and confufion, and then ran away; on which Captain Smith 
feeing no farther probability of fuccefs, ordered the Europeans to 
retreat likewift. Thirty of them had continued in the boats, un¬ 
able to move with fwelled legs, acquired by fitting 60 hours up to 
their knees in water; and nine, who were foreigners, had defert- 
ed. The next day he received intelligence of the repulfe of the 
Englilh troops at Vandiwafh, fignified with apprehenfions of evil 
conl'equences from the ill fuccefs; and this news, with the mif- 
chances of his party, and the preparation of the garrifon rendered 
farther perfeverance imprudent. In the morning the difabled men 
were fent off to Atchaveram, and the reft followed in the afternoon. 

The ('welling of the rivers had prevented Horne’s detachment from 
advancing beyond Tanjore; and if they had, the news of the re¬ 
pulfe at Vandiwafh, would equally have prevented the attempt on 
Chilambarum ; and they were ordered to return to Tritchinopoly. 

Captain Smith followed, with his own detachment, and all the 
ftores, through the country along the fouth bank of the Coleroon, 
and arrived on the 24th. The fmall boats were burnt for want of 
hands to carry them back, but the two larger were left to be towed 
up, as loon as the frelhes were puffed. 

All the revenues collected by the French government, even when 
their pofteflions were moft extended, had never fufficed for the ex- 
pences of the field. Much ground had lately been recovered by the 
Englilh; whofe reinforcements, and their late, although unfuccefsful, 
attack on Vandiwafh alarmed the country on the l'outh of the Paliar; 
in which many of the villagers were quitting their fields, which gave 
the renters fpecious pretexts to require abatements on their leafes 
from the adminiftration of Pondicherry. No money, and many 
debts remained in the treafury there ; afid the late revolt demonftra- 
ted that the troops could not be trufted for the time to come any 
longer than they fhoukl be ftrittly paid. The only part of the pro¬ 
vince 
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i ;59. vince, whether under the French, the English, or the Nabob’s au- 
OTobcr / thority, which had lately remained exempt from ravage, contribu¬ 
tions, or military operations, was the country from Outatoor to the 
fouthern dirtrff'b of Tritchinopoly, including the rich and fertile 
ifland of Seringham ; where the approaching harveft of December, 
which is by far the greateft of the year, promifed in this, a more 
abundant crop than uluai. The government’s fliare was valued at 
600,000 rupees, and would be received in February. From thefe 
conliderations Mr. Lally refolved to take pofieffion of thefe coun¬ 
tries, with a force fufficient to keep the garrilon of Tritchinopoly 
within their walls. But as this could not be effected, without ex- 
pofing the Nations and country near the Paliar to rifque, by the fub- 
iiraCtion of fuch a number of troops as would be fent away to the 
fouthward, he meant to ftation 800 men near Arcot, who were to 
move to the relief of any place that might be attacked; and, with this 
afiiftance in proipefi, he fuppofed that the garrifons he fhould leave 
in the forts, although very flender, would defend themfelves to ex¬ 
tremity, and protrad the luccefles of the Engiifh force, until his 
objed to the fouthward was accomplifhed. Mr. Deleyrit, and the 
Council of Pondicherry, objeded to the reparation of the army, as 
fraught with the mod dangerous confequences. Mr. Lally imputed 
their repugnance to the intention he had declared of farming out the 
colledious under his own infpedion, by which they would be de¬ 
prived, as he luppofed, of their ufual perquifites; and they attributed 
his propenfity to the expedition to the fame fpirit of peculation. 

To confirm the appearance of maintaining the Paliar, a detachment 
of 50 men of Lally’s regiment attacked three companies of Sepoys, 
polled in a village called Checkrimalore, fituated on the fouth bank of 
the river, in a line oppofite to Conjeveram; but the Sepoys flood firm, 
killed five, and took three men, with an officer mortally wounded. 
Two companies were likewife ported at Salawauk, between Outra- 
malore and Chinglapet, of which Lieutenant Fletcher drew off one 
to ftrengthen the effort proceeding with the laft exchange of French 
prifoners to Sadrafs; 011 which the French guard at Outramalore 
drove away the other company remaining at Salawauk; but a few 
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days after, Lieutenant Fletcher recovered this poft. At the fame 1759- 
time, parties and detachments were continually moving, to accom- November 
plitli the difpofitions Mr. Lally had arranged. The troops allotted 
for the lout hern expedition were 900 Europeans, of which 100 were 
cavalry, x 000 Sepoys, 200 black horfe, and ten pieces of cannon, 
under the command of Mr. Crillon; their rendezvous was at 
Thiagar, to which they reforted from different parts by various 
routes, and were all affembled there on the eleventh of November. 

Neither the Prefidency of Madrafs, nor Captain Smith at Trit- 
chinopoly, obtained any certain account of their force or inten¬ 
tions. The Nabob’s horfe, with the 500 Sepoys, which had been 
fent to Verdachelum, and had done no little mifchief daring 
their excurfion, had returned to Utatoor on the 12th, and were halt¬ 
ing there on the 15th, when they difcovered an advanced party of 
the enemy, which they fuppofed the whole, and immediately re¬ 
treated to Pitchandah; a few hours after, the enemy came up to 
Samiaveram, and the next day, their horfe advanced, and reconnoitered 
the banks of the Coleroon, and then fell back and took poft with the 
reft in the village and pagoda of Munfurpet. The whole force 
was 35 Europeans, 100 Coffre.es, 500 Sepoys, two guns, and fome 
black horfe, commanded by a partizan and two fubalterns; of which 
Joleph Smith obtained right intelligence; and early the next morn¬ 
ing fent out 10 companies of Sepoys, 120 Europeans andTopaffes, fix 
field-pieces, and 400 of the Nabob’s horfe, under the command of his 
Second Richard Smith, and from the intimacy between them he 
accompanied the detachment as a volunteer. They crofted the Caveri 
and Coleroon oppofite to the city. The village of Munfurpet 
had rice-fields in front, through which the road onwards to the Co¬ 
kroon was a caufeway raifed above them; fo that the enemy had no at¬ 
tack to fear on this fide, and their retreat was open to Samiaveram 
and Utatore. The banks of the Cokroon are fteep and high, and 
the water at this time was fo low as to run only in finall channels, 
leaving large beds of fand, and a fhore of It, under the banks. Three 
companies of Sepoys were, fent up the oank with the colours of all 
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the companies, wh’ch they difplayed at proper diftances to refemble, 
whilfl the main body of the detachment Hied unfeen under the 
hank, two miles on to the right, when quitting the river, they con¬ 
tinued their march in the bed of a watcr-courfe then dry, which led 
to the north, and brought them on two miles, hill undifeovered, until 
they were in a line with Munlurpct, when the water-courfe turn¬ 
ing another w ay the troops came out of it; and as they were amend¬ 
ing a riling ground juft before them, within a mile and a half of 
Munlurpet, were for the firft time perceived by the enemy there; 
whole confuhon was much left than might have been expected from 
the liirprize, They got, although in hurry, their line into order, 
and began to retreat faft in order to gain Samiaveram. The Nabob’s 
horfe were detached to harals and impede their front, and by hard 
driving four of the field-pieces were brought near enough to fire upon 
their line of march, when they very imprudently unlimbered their 
guns to return this fire. Neverthelefs the purfuit laftecl four miles, 
when they halted in a village, to /land the brunt; but were foon 
beat from their guns, and the whole broke, and every man begged 
quarter. One officer, 15 Europeans, and 30 Coffrees, were made 
■prifoners; moftof the reft of thefe troops were killed during the purfuit 
and light. Some of the Sepoys were cut down in the beginning of the rout 
by the Nabob’s horfe, who were immediately ordered to fpare all who 
flung down their arms. The two guns, two tumbrils, a great quantity 
of ammunition, all the baggage, and an elephant, were taken. Captain 
Richard Smith converfing with one of the priloners, obtained in¬ 
formation from him of the force with Mr. Crillon, and, to his great 
furprize, that it would encamp this very evening at Utatore, and ad¬ 
vance on the morrow. Fatiguing as the fervice of the day had been, 
no time -was to be loft. The whole detachment, with their pri¬ 
foners and fpoils, returned that night to the bank of the Coieroon, 
and flept on their arms, and early the next morning began to crois 
the river, in which a fudden frefh was coming down, which obliged 
the latter part of the detachment to pafs in boats, and the laft boat 
in which was one of the guns, was driven on a fand, from whence 
it took four hours to releale it, and four men were drowned in the 
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attempt; and by this time the foremoft of Crillon’s troops appeared on 
the bank of the river. The flood kept them there until the 20th, when 
they crofted into the ifland of Seringham, and encamped oppofite 
to the weft face of the pagoda, in which Captain J. Smith hadftationed 
300 Sepoys, 500 Colleries armed with their long lances, and two 
field-pieces, with European gunners. The outward wall of the pa¬ 
goda, being 40 feet high, can neither be defended nor efcaladed; and, 
if battered down, which would be tedious, the ruins would be dif¬ 
ficult to pafs. The great gateway is within, 40 feet high, 30 broad, 
and 40 through to the infide of the pagoda. As it is impcffible to 
weild gates of fuch a furface, a wall 20 feet high had been raifed 
acrofs the middle of the paflage, and in the wall was left an opening, 
in which likewife no gate had been eredted. A trench was therefore 
dug acrofs the paflage in front, and a parapet was raifed behind the open¬ 
ing for the field-pieces. At day-break on the 21ft, the French advanced 
their heavieft cannon, which foon beat down the partition-wail, and 
difabled the field-pieces on the parapet. They then ran to the a (fault, 
and ftormed their way in; not without much refiftance from the 
Sepoys, but very little from the Colleries. Irritated by their lofs, 
they refufed quarter for fome time after all refiftance had cealed. 
They then turned out whom they had {pared, when the mufketry 
fired upon them as they were going away, and tome of the European 
horle rode after and cut down others: but neither with the permif- 
fion of their officers. The garrifon of Tritchinopoly beheld this 
wanton cruelty from the walls; but could give no relief. Few of 
the Sepoys regained the city, and one of the three companies was 
entirely loft. Jofeph Smith reproached Crillon feverely for this 
barbarity. 

The Prefidencv, as foon as certified of the deftination of this part 
of the French arm)-, refolved that the whole of their own fiiould im¬ 
mediately take the field. The choice of operations was left to Colonel 
Coote, who on the 21 ft of November came from Madral's to Conjcve- 
ram, where the largeft divifion of the-'roops were in cantonment. 
Having taken the command, he immediately aflembled a council of 
war, in which it was agreed, that the ieparatcd and diftant fitua- 
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t’ions of the enemy’s troops, left a fair opportunity to reduce the fatt 
of Vandiwafh, which it was determined to try. The troops which 
had landed with Colonel Coote, joined the camp at Conjeveram asp 
the 23d; from whence Captain Prefton wa,s Cent off the fame day 
with his own company of infantry and of the pioneers, to remain 
at Chinglapet, in rcadinels to advance with them when called for 
to Vandiwafh, bringiug likewife two eighteen-pounders anda howitz. 
The next evening Major Brcreton proceeded with a flrongdetachment 
to attack Trivatore; and on the 25th Colonel Coote with the main, 
body' advanced toward Arcot, where all the enemy’s troops in the 
field were encamped. Thefe dilpofitions were meant to perplex their 
guefs of what blow was intended; they had moft reafon to expert 
againft Arcot, but neverthelefs concluded Vandiwafh. 

A party fent forward by Major Brereton inverted Trivatore at nine 
at night, but kept their guards fo negligently, that the garrilbn, 
which were only a company of Sepoys, efcaped through them be¬ 
fore morning. Major Brereton, leaving two companies of Sepoys in 
Trivatore, marched on with his divifion, and arrived the next day, 
which was the 26th, at Vandiwafh. Early the next morning they 
aflaulted the pettah and carried it, after a flight refiftance from fome 
Sepoys, but without any lofs. 

Colonel Coote arrived the fame morning with his divifion at Arcot, 
where he faw nothing of the enemy’s troops on the ground of their 
encampment near the town. They had fent a detachment on the night 
of the 24th, preceding the morning that Colonel Coote began his march, 
which attacked the Englifh port at Cheekrimalore, where the three 
companies of Sepoys had juft been reinforced, without the enemy’s 
knowledge, with 50 Europeans fromConjeveram. Their detachment 
attacked before day-break of the 25th, and were repulfed with the lofs 
of 20 Europeans, and their commanding officer, and retreated imme¬ 
diately to Chittapet; to which, as appointed the general rendez¬ 
vous, the reft of the troops in the field at Arcot were on their march 
in the evening of the 26th, whilft Colonel Coote’s divifion was ap¬ 
proaching the ground they were quitting. In the evening of the 
27th, fome hours after his arrival at Arcot, Colonel Coote received 
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an exprefs from Major Brereton of his fuccels on the pettah of Van- 
diwalh; and immediately made a forced march towards him. The next 
day, he left Major Monfon to bring on the line, and proceeding with 
the cavalry, arrived before noon at Vandiwalh, where Brereton had 
almofl completed a battery for the two eighteen-pounders which 
accompanied his divifion. It was ereCted in the weftern pettah, 
againft the tower and cavalier in the s. w. angle of the fort. In 
the night, another battery was begun near the n. w. angle of the 
fouthern pettah, diredtly oppofite to the lame tower; and both 
were completed before the morning; but as the two eighteen- 
pounders expedted from Chinglapet were not arrived, two twelve 
pounders brought up from the line were mounted in their Head. Hi¬ 
therto the enemy had fired day and night from the walls, and only 
flightly wounded one man. The fire of the batteries opened with 
the day, which was the 29th, and the tower attacked was filenced, 
and a practicable breach made in it, before noon; when Colonel Coote 
fummoned the French officer, who anfwered, that he ffiould obey 
the orders he had received, to defend the fort to extremity. The 
batteries then continued to difmantle other parts of the defences; and 
in the evening Major Monfon came up, with the main body of the 
army. 

In the morning, the Kellidar fent fome of his officers and fer- 
vants, to ftipulate for his own fecurity in the event. Colonel Coote 
pledged himfelf to Continue him in the fort, and in the rent of the 
diftridts, as a dependant of the Company, if he would, with his own 
troops, feize, and deliver up thole he had admitted belonging to the 
French; but infilled on a. pofitive anfwer by two in the afternoon; 
at which hour no anfwer came; but a little after, the French foldiers 
appeared on the walls, and called out that they would deliver up the 
fort. Colonel Coote chanced to be at the battery, and immediately 
ordered a company of Sepoys to advance, and take polfelfion of the 
gateway; who when they came there, were told that the key was 
-yvith the Kellidar. This baulk might b've produced untoward con- 
fequences, if Colonel Coote, at the fame time that he fent the Sepoys 
to the gate, had not advanced himfelf with another company to the 
3Z 2 breach, 
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breach, which they entered without oppofition ; and being immedi¬ 
ately 'followed by tome of rhe officers with the picquet, no refinance 
was attempted in anv part of the fort. The troops belonging ta 
the French were five fubaltern officers, 63 private Europeans, and 
100 Sopors; the Kellidar's, 500 horfemen and foot. In this fuccefs, 
not a man of the English troops was killed, and only five were 
wounded. The Englilh forces had thrice before been again!! this 
place, and in the Iait were repulfed, as we have lately feeu, with-as 
much lols as they had liiffered in any action in thefe wars. The 
Kellidar had figned the treaty juft as the troops entered; but his 
importance in the province, his relation to the family of Chunda- 
faib, his long connexion with the French government, and his in¬ 
veterate enmity to the Nabob Mahomedally, weighed unjuftlv more • 
than the refpect due to a contract of which he was fulfilling his 
part. He was brought to Madrafs, behaved haughtily,-and would 
give no account of his treafures, which he had fent away to Coilas 
Guddy, a fort on one of the higheft hills near Velore, in which 
refided the widow of Subderally Cawn. The Nabob laid, that the 
making him prifoner was of more importance than the redudlion of 
the fort, but offered to releafe him for ten lacks of rupees. 

The French troops in the field had made no motion from Chittapet 
to interrupt the attack; and, as their inaction rendered it unneceffary 
to march againft them, Colonel Coote refolved to attack Carangolv, 
before they were reinforced fufficiently to rifque an engagement. 
Carangoly is fituated.35 miles w. s. w. from. Vandiwafh, 12'to the 
fouth a little wefterly from Chinglapet, and 18. from Sadrafs and 
the fea. The fort is large, having four not very unequal fides, of 
which the circumference is 1500 yards. It is built of ftone, and 
has, before the main wall and the towers, a parapeted, faufebray, and 
a wet ditch. The four fides nearly face to the cardinal points of the 
compafs; a pettah, leparated from the fort by an efplanade, and 
extendingin a curve, entirely enveloped the north, and part of the weft, 
and eaft faces of the fort. As the weakeft part, becaufe neareft to the 
oppofite pettah, the French had thrown up a glacis before the north 
front, but had not completed it before the tower in the N. E.. angle. 

The. 
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The army, by detachments, entered the pettah, on the 4th of De- 1759. 
cember, and were expofed to 1'ome fire from the fort, which killed 
a grenadier. The attack was confined to the north front, wljich, 
beluies the two round towers in the angles, had the ufual voluminous 
defences of a gateway, and a lquare tower on each hand of it; in all 
five projections. On the 6th the army had finifhcd, and began to fire 
from a battery of two eighteen-pounders, oppofite the lquare tower 
next the round one in the angle on the lett of this front. One of 
the guns fired to breach in the angle of the curtain on the left of 
the lquare tower, and the other to take off the flanking fire of the 
round: but the fire of the fort was much l'uperior; for befides feve- 
ral old guns long belonging to the fort, the French had nine excellent 
pieces well mounted, which they brought to this face ; and em- 
brafures not only in the gateway, but in the two towers on the right 
of it, commanded the battery ; to oppolc which another battery for 
two guns was railed on the left of the firft, which opened on the 
7th in the morning, and the eight-inchrhowitz was planted in the 
N. w. part of the pettah, which firing dead Ihells in ricochet en¬ 
filaded in its whole length the rampart of the front attacked. At 
noon of this day the breach appeared practicable, and Colonel Coote 
fummoned the commandant. Colonel O Kenedy, an Irilhman, and 
an officer of reputation in Lady’s regiment, dignifying that if he 
per lifted, the garrifon would be expofed to the fame treatment as had 
been inflicted on the troops taken by aflault at Seringham. O Ke- 
nelley anfwered, that as the letter was not direCted iiv French, he 
had not opened it; and as loon as the trumpet who brought it hacl 
reached the pettah, recommenced the fire. It continued hotly on 
the 8th and 9th; when Colonel Coote advanced a zig-zag from the 
breaching battery. On the 10th in the morning, there only re¬ 
mained ftiot for two hours; and more had been fent for from Ching- 
lapef 7 but before the batteries ceafed, a flag of truce, little expected,, 
appeared on the walls. Time was at this time of more importance 
than any thing but the difgrace of a repulle, and Coote granted al- 
moftall that was afked. The garrifon, which confifted of 100 Euro- 
psafes-, including officers, marched out with their arms, two rounds 
.. a man,. 
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i 759. a man, fix days provifions, colours flying, and drums beaming : the 
Number. Sepoys were difarmed, but likewife fet free. Four of the nine guns 
belonging to the French had been difmounted, two Europeans were 
killed, and five dangeroufly wounded. The Sepoys had fuffered more. 
The lofs of the Englith troops was Lieutenant Campbell of the ar« 
tillery; a grenadier, a Sepoy, and aTopafs mortally wounded. 

On the 12th, the army encamped again at Vandiwalh; where 
they were joined the fame day bv Captain More, with kis detach¬ 
ment from the northward. Thefe troops had advanced, accom¬ 
panied by thofe at Tripetti as far as Nelore, and were joined on the 
road by the party of Europeans ftationed there with Lieutenant 
Elliot; but the troops of Nazeabullah although ready had not 
ftirred a flep from the walls; he neverthelefs pretended that the 
dread of his preparations had been the principal caufe of Baflaulut 
Jung’s retreat out of the Carnatic. All alarms having ceafed in this 
part of the country, Captain More fent back Elliot’s party to Nelore, 
and thofe which had come from Tripetti, and returned with his 
.own divifion by the way ofTripaffore to Conjeveram. 

Colonel Coote, when marching againft Vandiwafti, had ordered 
Captain Wood, if to be done with fafety, to advance from Covre- 
pauk, and take poll in the city of Arcot, in order to prevent the 
French garrifon in the fort there from collecting provifions. Wood 
arrived in the town on the 28th, with 300 Sepoys, 50 Europeans, 
and 50 black horfe, who, without the leaft oppofition, took pof- 
feffion of the Nabob’s palace and the adjacent ftreets, although not 
half a mile from the fort; where they obliged the French renter 
and the principal inhabitants to redeem the reft of their property, 
by furnilhing at the market-price a large quantity of rice, of which 
the fcarcity was increafing every day by a general failure of the 
harveft in this part of the country. Captain More’s detachment 
was ordered to join Captain Wood’s on their return, and both to 
-make preparations for the attack of the fort of Arcot, againft which 
Colonel Coote intended to march as foon as he had reduced Caran- 
goly. They had collected faicines and other materials, and had even 
£>e<nm to conftrutl one of the batteries, when they were obliged to 
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defift, and retire, on the 9th, by the approach of Mr. Bufly re- 1759. 

turning from the northward with a much larger force than had 
accompanied him out of the province. 

After fifteen days march, and three of halt, Mr. Bufly, with his 
detachment, arrived on the 10th of November at Baflaulut Jung’s 
camp, which was lying on a plain, fix miles from the city of Cu- 
dapah. The diftance from Arcot in the direft line is no miles 
nearly north; but 300 by the road, which winds more than two 
thirds of the way along the valleys of rocky mountains. The 
French detachment with Baflaulut Jung, the Europeans as well as 
the Sepoys, were, for want of money, in want even of food; and to 
maintain them, their officers had fold every thing of their own, but 
their clothes; from fimilar diftrefles, although not fo fevere, the 
troops of Baflaulut Jung were ready to revolt. His propofals to Mr. 

Bully were, “ that the French fhould regard him as the abfolute 
“ mafler of the province of Arcot, fhould liirrender to his authority 
“ all the countries of which they were in pofleffion, whether in this 
“ province or in the dependencies of Tritchinopoly, and he would 
“ account with them for one-third of the produce; but whatfoever 
“ might hereafter be conquered, fhould become entirely his own, free 
“ of this deduction. All affairs and troubles were to be regulated bv 
“ the Duan he fhould appoint. The French were to fwear they would. 

“ affifl: him againfl: Nizamally, if he fhould enter the Carnatic; 

“ with whom they fhould make no treaty without the participation 
“ of Baflaulut Jung ; and, after they had conquered or made peace 
“ with the Englifh, fhould furnifh him with a body of troops, to 
“ make war on Nizamally. After the peace, he was to be put ixi 
“ full pofleffion of the whole Carnatic, and its dependencies, ac- 
“ cording to the ancient ufages, when the French were no longer 
“ to be entitled to any part of the revenues. He might return 
“ into the Decau whenfoever he pleafed; and, during his abfence 
“ from his capital of Adorn, the French were to furnifh a detach- 
“ ment of 300 Europeans, and 2000 Sepoys,.with artillery, ammu- 
“ nition, and ftores, to garrifon this place; and the expence of this 
“ body of troops might be deducted out of his fhare of the rev enues 
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“ o; tue Carnatic. As his troops were unpaid, and fince the difader 
“ ot ]N;)'/n |ing were afraid of lerving in the Carnatic, Mr. Bully 
“ fho.i.d rum. i. t'clv lend him four lacks of rupees to be didributed 
“ ,mi nigd <li< m as the only means of engaging them to march. If 
tins urn-cement lliould not take cfFed after his arrival at Arcot, he 
• and h>s ,11 tv. Tould be recondudod out of the province with 
“ mcndflup and <mod iait.h.” The tenor of thefe terms bore the 
Pronged marks of oampetrow’s advice: Mr. Bully anfwered them 
by other prop-dais. wnicii left the iflue of every one made by 
1'afiaulot lung unccrtsm, and liable to future dtfeuffions and ar- 
i > gauen 1 1 ^ j l. 1 i'it confluences only widened the difference, 
Iiv chlcoventig more dearlv to each the views of the other; but 
Balfaulut Jung took no personal diigud to Mr. Budv, and at his 
folicitation iffued patents fubjeefing, at lead in words, the whole 
province of Arcot to the government of Mr. Lally, and enjoining 
all the chiefs and feudatories to pay him the ulual tributes and 
obeifance. In the fume plain where Baffaulut Jung and Bully were 
encamped, were likewife lying two other confiderable bodies of 
troops, the one a detachment of 3000 Morattoes appointed to guard 
that part of the territory of Cudapah, which had been ceded the. 
year before the hill: to the Morattoe JurifdidBon; the other was A 
body of 2500 Pitan horfe, belonging to the Nabob of Cudapah. 
]\Ir. Bufly, by former intercouries, knew the officers of both. The 
Pitans lent him money, which enabled him to Jr.lid 100 of their 
horfe, the fame number of Baffaulut Jung’s, and 200 of the Mo- 
rattoes; and to fupply the immediate wants of the French troops at¬ 
tending Baffaulut Jung, and his own detachment, which he now 
joined into one body under his own command. This whole force 
collected, confided of 350 European infantry, 100 European horfe, 
2500 Sepoys, of which 500 were Arabs or Abyfiiaiuns, 8co black 
horfe, and 10 pieces of cannon; with which lie marched away on 
the 16th of November, live days after his arrival, returning by the 
fame way he had come. On the 10th of December, he arrived at 
Arcot, from whence his approach had obliged Captain Moore and 
Wood to return with their detachments to Covrepauk, and from 

hence 
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hence Captain Moore proceeded with his to the army at Canuwclv, 
fo which it added 180 Europeans, 1200 Sepoys, and 160 black horfe. 
The Europeans replaced the number which were left in garrifon at 
Yandiwalh and Carangoly, and the Sepoys were more. 

The lofs of thefe places was the levereft reproach of the error 
which Mr. Lallv had committed in detaching lo great a part of 
his force to the louthward: of which he bimfelf was fo lenfible, 
that he juftified it only by the diftrefs to which he was reduced for 
money to fupply the immediate pay and fubfiftence of the army. He 
now lent exprefles to recall them all, excepting 300 Europeans,which 
were to be left in the pagoda of Seringham. The main body of the 
French troops remained waiting their arrival at Chittapet. Mr. Bit fly 
left his force about the town of Arcot, and went himfelf to Pondi¬ 
cherry. The horfe he brought fpread themfelves, and committed 
every kind of ravage and deftrufition as far as Conjeveram, between 
the Paliar and the mountains. A body of Morattoes belonging to 
Morarirow had been for fome time at the pals of Cudapanatam, w. of 
\ elore; they were commanded by Innis Khan, 'whom we have feen 
ferving in the former wars of Tritchinopoly. Both Madrals and 
Pondicherry had agents in their camp, treating for their fervice. The 
Englilh, Morarirow knew, had moft money; and pretending, that 
he had incurred great charges in preparing a body of troops at their 
requilition, to march to their afliftance before the fiege of Madrals, 
for which he had not been paid, the terms he now demanded were 
peremptory, and the rates high. They ^endeavoured to baro-ain 
lower; and he, as the Ihorteft means, in his own politics, to make 
them conclude immediately, accepted 20,000 rupees from the French 
agents, and lent a thoufand of his horfe through the hills, who did 
not join their camp, but in two days were on the Englilh ground 
between Arcot and Conjeveram. 

Colonel Coote, with the army, marched from Vandiwalh on 
the 13th, and encamped the next evening at Papantanguel, a 
town fix miles forward in the road from Trivatore to Arcot; in. 
which fituation, half a day’s march enabled him to intellect 
the enemy’s troops moving to join each other, whether from Arcot, 
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or from ChLimpet; but none appeared; for few of the returning 
troops from Scringham, and none they expected from Pondicherry, 
were as yet come nj>; and the divifion remaining at Arcot was 
too weak to venture, before the others were advanced near enough, 
to cnfnre the junction. On the 16th, the army marched, and 
encamped at Mulcawady, fix miles nearer Arcot, but {till to the 
fouth of the Paliar. By tliis time, the horle brought by Mr. 
Bufly, and the Morattoes let inoic by Morarirow, were committing 
every kind of ravage and deflation in the country to the north 
of this river, and as far as within 20 miles of Madrafs. Thoufands 
of cattle were lwept off in as many days, which they fold to 
the firft purchalev, at {even or eight for a rupee, and then made 
them again the booty of the next excurlion. With this experience, 
the inhabitants would no longer redeem them; after which, no fub- 
miffions exempted thcmfelves from the fword, and all abandoned the 
villages and open country, to leek (belter in the woods, forts, and 
hills neared their reach. Not a man ventured hirnfelf or his bul¬ 
lock with a bag of rice to the camp; which, for three days, were 
totally deprived cf this ftaple food. Exceliive rains fell during the 
17th and all the next day, which the tents could not refid; and 
from the necefiity of affording the troops i'ome repoie. Colonel Coote 
marched from Mnleawadv on the 19th, and put the whole army 
into cantonments in the fert of Covrepnuk, and the villages adja¬ 
cent. The next day, he went to Madrafs, to confer with the Pre- 
fidency on the mealures neceffary to be taken againd the force 
which bad been lent to recover the countries of Seringham and 
Tritchinopoly: for intelligence had not yet been acquired,, that the 
greated part of them were recalled. 

The reduflion of Vandiwafh, notwithdanding the lofs of Sering¬ 
ham, revived the reputation of the Englifn arms in the louthern 
countries. The king of Tanjore lent horfe and foot, and Tondi- 
man and the two Moravers their Colleries, to the Nabob at Tritchi¬ 
nopoly. Mr. Lady’s orders, recalling the troops, were immediately 
obeyed. On the 9th, 600 European foot, and 100 horfe, left the pa¬ 
goda, and recroffed the Coleroon. As foon as they were gone, Capt. 

Jol'eph 
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Joleph Smith relblved to circumf'cribe the troops which remained, as 
much as the ftrength of his garrifon allowed, and detached 500 Se¬ 
poys, and as many Colleries, to invert Cortalum, a mud fort on the 
l’outhern bank of the Caveri, 15 miles w. of Tritchinopoly, which 
were followed the next day by 500 more Sepoys, two field-pieces, 
two cohorns, and 50 Europeans, under the command of Enfign 
Morgan. The fort, in which were fome Sepoys, capitulated as foon 
as the cannon appeared. Enfign Morgan then lent half his detach¬ 
ment to attack Totcum, another fort like, and almoft oppofite to 
Cortalum, in which were 10 Europeans, and 200 Sepoys, who de¬ 
fended themfelves until Morgan came up with the reft of his force, 
when they furrendered. From Totcum, Morgan, marched to Samia- 
veram, in order to join another detachment from the city, when both 
were to proceed againft Utatoor. Early on the 16th, Jofeph Smith 
received intelligence, that a convoy of ammunition, guarded by a few 
Sepoys, were on the road from Utatoor to Seringham; and at the 
lame time, a party of 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys fent from 
Seringham to join and allure the arrival of this convoy, were per¬ 
ceived croffing the Coleroon; on which he detached 40 Europeans, 
400 Sepoys, 200 of the Nabob’s horfe, and fome Colleries, acrofs 
both rivers, under the command of Enfign Bridget, with orders 
to proceed to Samiaveram, where he was to be joined by Morgan’s 
party from Totcum, and both united, were to fake port at Samiaveram 
in order to intercept the return of the enemy’s detachment. At the 
lame time. Captain Richard Smith marched out of the city' with 
100 Europeans, 300 Sepoys, and three guns, and took port on the 
fouthern bank of the Caveri oppofite to the Pagoda of Sering¬ 
ham; where he foon after knew, by a lignal from the rock 
of Tritchinopoly, that 100 more Europeans had marched from 
the pagoda, and were parting the Coleroon; on which, as had been 
concerted, he crofted the Caveri, and kept up the hotteft lire he 
could againft the gate of the pagoda, which was returned from 
various fcafFoldings within, and Captain Smith was wounded; 
but ftill perfifting, the enemy, as had been forefeen, recalled their 
detachment. Soon after Enfign Bridgets fignals gave token that 
4 A 2 he 
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he was in poffeflion of the pagodas at Samiaveram; but that Enfigfi, 
Morgan’s party was not yet come up. The next morning, the 
French detachment which hr ft marched from Seringham, returned 
with the convoy from Utatoor, and advanced boldly to the upper pa¬ 
goda of Samiaveram ; near which, Enfign Bridger was prepared to 
oppofe them. Oh the iirft firing, moft of the coolies threw down 
their burthens of ammunition, and ran away ; on which the troops, 
with the reft, took poft in the letter pagoda, and, Ihutting the gates, 
prepared for defence. But in Ids than an hour, Enfign Morgan, 
with the. whole of his force from Totcum, appeared, and the enemy 
lurrendered. They were a captain, a lieutenant, and 28 grenadiers. 
Of Bridger’s detachment, feverai Sepoys, with a lerjeant of one of 
the companies, and three Europeans, were killed. Thele opera¬ 
tions were of confequence; for this being the leafon of harveft, 
and the corn ready to reap, the renters, as ufual, yielded the go¬ 
vernment’s fhare, which amounted to 100,000 rupees, to the ftronger 
force. The intelligence of thefe lucceffes had not reached Madrafs, 
when Colonel Coote arrived there from the camp, but advices were 
received that the greateft part of the French force were returning 
from the fouthward; nevertheleis, the prefidency were much in¬ 
clined to indulge the anxious and repeated requefts of the Nabob, 
to reinforce Tritchinopoly with 200 Europeans, in order to retake 
Seringham and Utatoor, and to recover the countries which had 
lately been loft, with lb much detriment to his revenues ; but the 
arguments of Colonel Crtote, confirmed by the recent example of 
the lame error committed by Mr. Lally, and its confequences, evinced 
the impropriety of diminifhing the army at this time, , when it 
feemed that the French were collecting their whole force, in order 
to rifque the fate of the Carnatic in a general battle. His realons 
prevailed; and he returned on the 25th to Covrepauk, where, dur¬ 
ing his abfence, nothing had happened, but a lkirmifh between the 
black horfe of the army, which were increafed to 700, and an 
equal body of Morattoes, whom they beat off. On the 24th, a 
detachment'of 40 black horle, with fome Sepoys of the garrifon at 
5 Vandiwafh, 
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Vkndiwaih, furprized a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, quartered in a 
village called Niconum, 15 miles to the fouth, of whom they killed 
twelve, and difperfed the reft. 

The main body of the French army from Chittapet, increafed 
by the returning troops from Seringham, and whatfoever more 
could be fpared from the garrifons to the fouth of the Paliar, had 
advanced to Arcot, foon after the Englifli filed off to Covrepauk. 
Thus their whole force, but ftronger than before, was once again aft- 
lembled ; and they encamped along the fouth fide of the river quite 
op to the fuburbs of the city. On the 26th, Colonel Coote moved 
the Englifh army to Chinefimundruny, a village fix miles from Co¬ 
vrepauk, and five from Arcot, where the ground afforded a very ad¬ 
vantageous encampment; for a large tank extended in front, a mo¬ 
ral's on each hand, and the only accefs in front and rear was by a 
cattfe-way. On the 29th, the Generals Lally and Bully came with 
a party of horfe to reconnoitre the camp, and a fkirraifh pafted 
between them and the out-pofts. The next day, the greateft part 
of their horfe appeared again, and, after feveral motions, made an 
attack on a guard of Sepoys, polled in a village called Trimetcherry, 
about a mile in front of the camp, and cut down feveral of them 
m the ftreet ; but the reft kept their ground in the houfes, and 
revenged the lofs by killing feveral of the horfe, who, feeing other 
troops advancing, retired. On the 31 ft, three companies cf Sepoys 
crofted the river, and,, at three in the morning, entered, and beat- 
up the camp of the Morattoes, which lay on the right of the 
French encampment. All fled, as ufual when furprized-; but cf the 
few Ihot which were returned, one chanced to wound Er.fign Mere¬ 
dith, who commanded the party ; after which, the Sepoys could not 
be prevailed upon to purlue their fuccefs by deftroying the ani¬ 
mals and baggage. Thus doled the year 1759, the third of this 
dubious war, with the two armies in fight of each other, but nei¬ 
ther ready for immediate decifion; for the Englifh were afraid of 
the fuperiority of the enemy’s cavalry, and were waiting in ex¬ 
pectation, not only of drawing oft' tire body of the Morattoes, 
which were with them, but likewife of being joined by 2000 more 

who 
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17 who were ftill remaining with Innis Khan on the other fide of the 
jVcc'iHbe'- moiu ita.ins. On the other hand, Mr. Lally was likewife negotiating 
for the fame afliftance, and ftill miftrufted the attachment of bis 
European troops, although equal in number to the Englilh; -and 
waited for an addition, by the return of what remained of the de¬ 
tachment which had been fent in April, under the conduit of Mr. 
Moracin, to reinforce Mafulipatam. ■ ■ 

Not venturing to land the troops, as Mafulipatam was taken, Mr. 
Moracin failed away on the 18th of April, and in five days arrived 
at Ganjam, which is fituated at the northern extremity of the Ghi- 
cacole province on the lea. "The French had long kept a tradirtg- 
houie here, and were connected with Xarraindeu, the principal Ra¬ 
jah in this part of the province: the fort and wood of his refidence 
is called Moherry, and is fituated twelve miles from the fea-ftiore, 
and thirty miles w. s. w. from Ganjam. Befides Moherry, he had 
fix or feven other forts, which lie more inland, and farther to the 
north. His conftant force was 3000 men, befides which he occa* 
fionally hired from the other polygars. The Rajah Vizeramrauze, 
during his adminiftration under Mr. Bufly in the province of Chi- 
cacole, had by fome feverities provoked the hatred of Narraindeu; 
which devolved, after the death of Vizeramrauze, on his fucceflor, 
Anunderamrauze, who, as we have feen, had invited and joined 
the Englilh, whom nevertheleis Narraindeu had lefs reafon to dif- 
like than the French, under whofe authority the vexations he re¬ 
lented from Vizeramrauze had originated. Neventhelefs Moracin 
propofed, “ that their forces united fhould march firft againft the 
“ Englilh fettlement of Vizagapatam, and then againft Vizi ana-. 
“ garum, the principal refidence of Anunderauze. If fuccefsful 
“ thus far, they w ere to go on, until joined by the French army of 
“ obfervation, which was with Salabadjing, when Mafulipatam was 
“ ftormed : probably Salabadjing would affift in retaking this place, 
“ and Narraindeu, in reward for his fervkes, was to be placed in all 
“ the advantages pofieffed by Anunderauze.” Narraindeu accepted 
the terms, but with no intention of profecuting the expedition, any 
farther than the continuance of his- own advantages. . 


But 
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But the French troops, having expefted to land at Mafulipatam, 
were not provided with equipments for long marches, which it re¬ 
quired much time to prepare at Ganjam. There were in the de¬ 
tachment 43 Engliffi foldiers, who had been taken prifoners, and had 
entered into the French fervice, on condition of being only em¬ 
ployed on this expedition. Thirty of thele men together made 
their elcape foon after they landed, and, through many hardlhips, 
found their w-ay to Cuttack in Orixa in the middle of May, where 
they were relieved by the Engliffi refident, Mr. Grey, who fent 
them to Balafore, from whence they were conveyed to Calcutta. 
Seven more arrived at Cuttack in June, and afterwards came in le- 
veral other deferters of other nations. It was the beginning of 
July before Mr. Moracin was ready to march; by which time, he 
had expended all his ready money, and the fubfiftence of the de¬ 
tachment depended on the fale of fome trumpery commodities, and 
the precarious faith of Narraindeu ; who, however, accompanied 
them with his troops. After three or four marches, they were dif- 
trefted to extremity for provifions, which neither the army of Nar¬ 
raindeu, nor the inhabitants of his towns, would fupply without 
money. At Burrampoor, a town in the hills, fix miles before you 
arrive at Mogherry, the French foldiers entered the houfes to get 
victuals; a fray enfued, and blood was fhed on both fides. Narrain¬ 
deu, with all the troops, immediately left them; and fummoned the 
affillance of the neighbouring chiefs. The French detachment, 
having no alternative, marched back towards Ganjam. Narraindeu, 
and his allies, met them in the way, and flood what they called a 
battle; but the European arms, as ufual, eafily dilperfed them; 
and the detachment took poll in Munfurcottah, a. town fituated eight 
miles from Ganjam, in a country abounding in flocks and grain,, 
where they collected provifions, although iurrounded by the enemy ; 
with whom they commenced: a negotiation, of which Narraindeu 
feemed to be as defirous as thernleb. es. To conclude it, one of the 
French officers, named Darveu, went to Narrainder in his camp, 
but accompanied by 40 Europeans, and the fame number of Sepoys. 
On their return, they were attacked by the whole force they had vi- 
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fited, and all the Europeans excepting three were killed.: the Sepoys, 
not being i'o much the object of this treachery, differed- lets. Mr. 
Moracui immediately returned to Ganjam, and encamped within 
and round the French fa&ory, which is on the river-fide; and threw 
up works aufficient to protedt his detachment from attacks through 
the avenues of the town, which hjarraindeu, and his allies^furroun<jed.- 
Of the two fhips which brought the detachment, .the Harlem had 
been dilpatched to Arracan for provifions, and the Briftol had 
been driven afhore in a hard gale of wind, before the troops marched 
to Burrampore. There was on the flocks on the river fide a large 
fnow ; and in the river, leveral fmalier veffels belonging to the fac¬ 
tory, in which they intended to return to Pondicherry with the 
northern monfoon, after the Engliff lquadron fhould have quitted 
the coaff. In the mean time, they continued for many days, fkir-. 
miffing with the troops of Narraindeu, who at length offered to treat, 
which produced a ceffation of hoftilities, but no terms of reconci¬ 
liation; for the demands of the French were in proportion to the in¬ 
juries they had received; and Narraindeu only meant to fave the ex- 
peaces of the field, with fecurity that the french troops would no.t 
make incurfions into his country, after his own fhould have returned 
to their quarters. This they promifed* and remained 1 quiet. 

In the mean time letters from Nanftindeu to Colonel Clive ar¬ 
rived in Bengal, requefling him to fend a body of Europeans, which* 
joined by his own force, might eafily take or deftroy the whole of 
the French detachment with Moracin.. The report of the defer- 
ters confirmed the fealibility of this project. But the dubious ftatc 
of the Engliff affairs, and the decreafeof their military force in Bengal 
fcarcely permitted any farther diminution of it: however. Colonel 
Clive, with his ufual fpiritof enterprize, determined to try the expe¬ 
riment. Sixty Europeans, half of them artillery men, were em¬ 
barked on the Hardwicke, which had xoo Europeans as her crew. 
The fhip failed out of the river on the 30th ofjSeptember, and on the 
7th of Ofifober anchored in the road of Ganjam under Dutch colours. 
Two French officers immediately came on board to enquire news 
and were detained prifoners. Captain Sampfon then went afhore un- 
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der a paffport to Moracin, magnified the force he had brought, faid 
more \\ as coming, and propofed that he fhould furrender his whole 
detachment to avoid unneceflary bloodfhed. But Moracin had ob¬ 
tained jufter intelligence. Samfon then landed mefiengers which 
got to Narraindeu, who being by this time certified that the French 
detachment would foon go away of their own accord, had no farther 
.moth e or inclination to renew hoftilities againft them : but neverthc- 
lc!s promifed Sampfon that he would loon appear with his army, 
and ng'.in invert the town. A civil intercourfe of meffuages conti¬ 
nued between them until the 20th, when Sampfon being convinced 
that lie intended to do nothing, failed away for Bengal. 

In the beginning of November, Mr. Moracin embarked from Gan- 
iam with 40 Europeans in a Hoop, and on the nth landed at Coca- 
nara, which lies clofe to the fea, on the right-hand of a fmall river, 
about 20 miles N. e. of the eaftern arm of the Godaveri. On this arm 
are fituated the Englifh and French factories of Ingeram and Yanam. 
Of the priloners taken at Mafulipatam, moil of thofe who had been 
admitted to give their parole, had departed, and were refid ing at Yanam, 
waiting for embarkations to proceed to Pondicherry; and, on this 
pretence, went to Moracin at Cocanara, and informed him fully 
of the ftate of affairs in this part of the country. The diftricts from 
the Godaveri to Cocanara, were under the government of Jugga- 
pettyrauze, a near relation of Anunderauze. They had long been 
at enmity, and when Anunderauze invited the Englifh, Jaggapetty 
joined the French, and with his troops accompanied them at the 
battle of Peddipore. After the victory Colonel Forde granted 
away his countries to Anunderauze, who hitherto, for want of the 
afliftance he expended from the Englifh, had not ventured to employ 
his own force to get poffeffion. Jaggapetty neverthelefs expend¬ 
ing to be attacked by him, had kept the field on the weftern arm 
of the Godaveri, and from his camp correfponded with Mr. An¬ 
drews, the Englifh chief at Mafulipatam, to revoke the ceffion made 
to his rival. His fort of Samel Cotah is only ten miles inland from 
Cocanara. Moracin fent agents thither and to his camp, to propcie 
an alliance, informing him of the force that was following from 
Vol. II. 4 B Gan jam, 
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Ganjam, and promifing more from Pondicherry. Jaggapetty nei* 
ther concluded, nor rejefted the propofal; but neither he nor his 
people at Samel Cotah gave even the common affiftances of the 
country to the troops with Moracin; who, for want of provifions, 
committed violences, were refilled, and mod of them were either 
feized by the officers of the diftridl, or took fervice with them; 
which reduced Moracin to re-cmbark on the (loop with five or fix, 
the remainder of his party; they failed on the 19th, and a few days 
after arrived at Pondicherry. 

The troops remaining at Ganjam were 250 eftimatcd Europeans, 
but of which half were Topafles, and 100 Sepoys. They embarked 
under the command of the Chevalier Poete, on the (now and two 
(loops, rigged and manned with the (lores and crew of the Briflol: 
they arrived at Cocanara on the 19th of December; and Poete fent 
a Chore fifty Europeans, and the Sepoys, to try the inclinations of 
Jaggapettyrauze: immediately after they landed, a hard gale of 
wind drove the two (loops afhore. 

The troops fent from Bengal with Colonel Forde had received 
repeated orders from this Prefidency to return thither from Mafuli- 
patam; but they were to march over land the whole way, in order 
to meet, and attack Moracin’s detachment, who it was (uppoled 
would be, if not at Ganjam, fomewhere on the coaft. The rains 
would not permit the Bengal troops to take the field until the be¬ 
ginning of November; before which. Colonel Forde had failed in 
the middle of October from Mafulipatam for Bengal, where he ar¬ 
rived juft in time to render one more very important fervice to his 
country. The command then devolved on Captain Fifcher, and 
varying refolutions detained the troops at Mafulipatam until the 5th 
of December. They were reduced from 500 Europeans, and 1500 
Sepoys, to 300 of the one, and 800 of the other: the Europeans, 
by death and defertion, notwithftanding they had recruited 50 out 
of the prifoners; but the Sepoys, chiefly by the difmiflion of 500, 
who had failed with Clive on the expedition to Bengal, and were 
permitted to return from Mafulipatam to their homes in the Car¬ 
natic. 
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natic. The waters of the Godaveri were not yet abated; near the 1759. 
iea are feven or eight channels between the two principal arms; 
and other fmaller rivers coming from the Colair lake, interfed the 
land between the weftern arm of the Godaveri and Malulipatam; 
which render the march along the (ea-fhone, although ffiorter in 
diftancc, much more tedious than the inland road. The troops 
therefore returned this way, which was the fame they had come, 
excepting, that they palled the bed of the Colair farther to the 
weftward, where it becomes fooneft dry. At Rajahmundrum they 
heard, that the French detachment with the Chevalier Poete had 
landed at Cocanara. 

Anunderauze, on the appearance of Moracin at Cocanara a month 
before, had no doubt'that he would be immediately joined by Jag- 
gapettyrauze, and fent off a body of troops from Vizianagarum to 
proted the diftrids of Rajahmundrum from their inroads. On the 
approach of this force, Jaggapettyrauze returned with his, from the 
Godaveri to his fort of Samelcotah, and both were near each other, 
when the French troops with Poete arrived on the coaft, and the 
Englifh with Fifcher at Rajahmundrum. The officers of Anunde¬ 
rauze begged affiflance from Fifcher, who, adviiing them to keep 
the' forces of Jaggapettyrauze at bay, proceeded with his command 
as fall as fatigue and impediments permitted, towards Cocanara. The 
diftrid for feme diftance round this place is covered with cocoa-nut 
groves, for the ffielter of the weavers; and the French troops were 
lying in a village at the Ikirt of the groves two miles from the 
Dutch fort, and the fea; and, for what reafon is not found, Poete 
had not yet landed any more to reinforce the fir ft detachment. 
Jaggapettyrauze was encamped live miles on their left, againft 
whom the forces of Anunderauze were advancing, but in a dif¬ 
ferent' line of march, at the fame time that the Englifh troops were 
approaching Cocanara, who, before they came in light of the French 
detachment, faw the armies of the two Rajahs Ikirmifhmg on their 
right; which Fifcher deeming a proof that none of the French had 
joined Jaggapettyrauze, fuppofed them intent only on prefervmg 
their retreat to the fea, and lent forward Captain Yorke with the 
4 B 2 grenadiers 
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grenadiers and 500 Sepoys' to prevent their etnbarkataon. Tli§ 
French troops had gained no certain intelligence of the force 
with Fifclici, and waited on their ground until they could diJlksguifflt 
the number of Yorke’s divifion, who when near fent off the Sepoys 
to gain their flank, and haftened up in front with the grenadiers 
as fa ft as they could march. The French only remained to give 
one fire, and then ran as fart as they could through the grove, fol* 
lowed aim oft at the. fame pace, to gain the Dutch factory, into 
which they were admitted. Yorke immediately furrounded the fac¬ 
tory, which had very flight defences, and Fifcher coming up in the 
evening with the main body, inverted it more clofely, and peremp¬ 
torily demanded the French troops, whom, after a very formal 
proteft, the Dutch agents delivered the next day, which was the 
28th of December. In the enfuing night Poete failed with the reft 
of his detachment 200 men, Europeans and TopafTes, all in the 
fnovv. From Cocanara the Englifh troops marched on to Vizaga- 
patam, where they arrived on the 16th of January ; and a few days 
after, all the Europeans embarked in two Englifh fhips proceeding 
to Bengal; but the Sepoys were left to purfue their route on fhore 
by Ganjam and through the province of Orixa. Thus nothing re¬ 
mained to fear in the company’s pofleffions and acquifitions to the 
north of the Kriftna. We fhall now deferibe the progrefs of their 
officer Mahomed IfToof in the countries towards Cape Comorin. 

He arrived at Madura on the 4th of May, and had been abfent ten 
months. The force he left in the country, when called away, was 14 
companies of Sepoys, fix in the fort of Madura, five.in Palamcotah, 
and three at Tinivelly. Nothing more could be expected from either 
of thefe bodies, than to defend the ground in fight of the walls they 
garrifoned. Accordingly all the dilfriels of both provinces from the 
foreft of Nattam to the gates of Travancore, lay fubje6! to their con¬ 
tributions, or expofed to their ravages. The declenfion of the Englifh 
affairs, which began with the furrender of Fort St. David, (on which 
Mahomed IfToof was recalled,) and continued until the French were 
obliged to raife the fiege of Madrafs,kept MaphuzeKhan in continual 
hopes, that he fhould be joined by a body of French troops, and efta- 
4 blifhed 
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birthed with their afliftance in the government of thofe countries ; 1759. 

and the adminiftration of Pondicherry, by their letters and emiffaries, 
encouraged him to think fo. Waiting this fortune, he remained with 
the Pulitaver, ftyling himfelf, and ftyled a fovereign; but without 
any other means of fubliftence than what the Pulitaver chofe to fup- 
ply, who, never regulating his money by words, fcarcely furnifhed 
him with common neceffaries. The return of Iffoof Khan bettered 
his condition; as the Pulitaver was afraid he might at length liftcn 
to a reconcilation with the Nabob, and Maphuze Khan, always go¬ 
verned by the love ofeafe, felt no refentmentat the humility to which 
he had been reduced. He prefided, at leaft in appearance, in the 
councils of the eaftern Polygars; who refolved to meet Kloof with 
their united force, and invited the weftern to the common defence; 
who having joined them againft Palamcotah in the late diflreffes of 
the Englifh affairs, expected no pardon, and took the field. The 
weffern league confifted of fix polygars; Catabominaigue, their 
former leader, was lately dead, and had been fucceeded by a relation, 
who took as ulual the fame name, and bore, in head of the indiffe¬ 
rence of his predecelTor, an averfion to the Englifh. Etiaporum 
was always the next to him in importance, and now in activity. 

The force which accompanied Mahomed Kloof from Conjeveram, 
confided only of fix companies of Sepoys, and 60 horfe, but he had 
on his march requeued troops from Tondiman and the two Mo- 
ravers, with whom he had always continued on good terms, and 
3000 men, horfe, colleries, and Sepoys, from the three polygars, joined 
him on his arrival at Madura, where he neverthelefs immediately 
began to make farther levies, and by drifting and garbling out of 
all that were with him, compofed a body of 300 horfe, and 700 
Sepoys, who had feen fervice, which he lent forward to ravage 
the diftrkds of Etiaporum, where they were to be joined by three 
of the companies of Sepoys from the garrifon of Palamcotah, 
which had reftored its Ioffes by new levies. This body of troops 
were to maintain their ground until the laft extremity, in order to 
prevent the jundtion of the weffern with the troops of the eaftern 
polygars, until Mahomed Iffoof himfelf could follow with the main 
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body from Madura, where he was under the neceffity of remaining’ 
a while longer. 

I he CoiJeries of Nattam extend 40 miles, from the diftri&s of 
the Hiicr Moraver to the weftern mountains. Their forefHkirts the 
Madura countrv to the north ; and, where oppofite, is within twelve 
m>i,>s oi tne citv. It was they who attacked the troops v/ith Co¬ 
lonel Heron in 1755. They arc much wilder than, the couenes to 
the North of them in tire territory oi 1 ritchtnopolv, ana ditrer ftiil 
more, from thole of Madura and Tim veil v, having- neither forts nor 
lvniitarv arrav. rhey acknowledge no coniiderable chiefs, and live 
vt iron'd parcels, conneftea by choice or relation; io that tircir aif- 
i t an 1 ruud the private re\ u c o i dm hi 1 1' \ 10- 

g:u<! all other people as booty; but robbery amonglt themfelvcs 
as toe fweateff crime: and any one of them eicorting a ftrangcr is 
a 0 .i.-'-nt protediion again ft all the reft ; but without this fafe- 
, 1 eh 1 ahvms paid for, the traveller rifques his life at 

everv ftep. Contemptible in the open field, where they rarely 
1 11 J cs, thes aic much more dexterous than any of thefe 

races m the pradhees of ambufeade and theft. They had plun¬ 
dered the country up to the gates of Madura of all the cattle, robbed 
all the villages, and continued to waylay whatioever parties were 
returning to the city with provifions from other quarters. As all of 
the troops with Mahomed Iffoof were fit for hoftilities againft fuch an 
enemy, lie refolved to employ them in attacking their haunts, whilft 
his levies were forming to better difcipline. He, how ever, attended 
the jervice himfelf, which appeared more like one of the general 
huntings peculiar to Afia, than a military expedition. Avenues 
were cut into the foreft, and the inhabitants ftrot as they fled; but 
fome were referved to be releafed, or executed, on occalion. A month 
was, however, employed before he had completed this revence, and 
reduced them to beg quarter, and pay cattle, their only money, 
moltly collected by theft; which, with others he procured, to the 
amount of 1000 beeves, and 2000 fneep, were lent to Tntchmo- 
poly. from whence they were forwarded at different times by Cap¬ 
tain Jofeph Smith to the fca-coaft, for the ule of the iquarhen, 

and 
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and enabled them to keep the windward ftation, without confirming 

their own flock of provisions. 

On the fecond of July he began his march from Madura, with 
600 horfe, 3000 Sepoys, and 2400 other foot belonging to Tondi- 
man, and the Moravers, in all 6000 men. His artillery was one 
eighteen-pounder, and nine from fix and lower. He was fcant of 
powder, having none but what he made himfelf; for, fince the 
deftrudtion of the mill at Madrafs by Mr. Lally, the prefidency could 
not fupply their troops and garrilbns in the Carnatic from their 
own produce; but borrowed from the lquadron, and received from 
Bombay. The mufkets of his Sepoys were old, infirm, of various 
nations, and not fufficient in number, and were fupplied by fowl¬ 
ing-pieces, and any fuzees he could collect He was likewife in 
want of flints, which are fubftituted in fome parts of India by 
agate ; of which there is none in thefe countries. All thefe wants 
he reprefented to the prefidency, and efpecially requefted two 
eighteen-pounders, and two field-pieces of fix, with a full fupply 
of fhot. 

His firft march was to Calancandan. He had taken this fort in 
i 756 ; but after his departure for the Carnatic, the Pulitaver and 
Vadagherri had extended their acquifitions thus far, and placed their 
guard in Calancandan. It was a mud fort, without cannon, and, 
after a flight refiftance, fubmitted to his. From hence he proceed¬ 
ed to take up the large detachment he had fent forward againft 
Etiaporum; who, by continually ravaging the diftridls of this po- 
lygar, kept his troops on their own ground, and deterred both him 
and Catabominaigue from marching acrofs the country to join the 
Pulitaver: having fufficiently conftrained thefe chiefs, the de¬ 
tachment proceeded againft Coilorepettah, which Hands nearly mid¬ 
way in the ftraighteft road between Madura and Tinivelly, about 
50 miles from each. This fort had likewife been ftormed in June 
1756 by Mahomed Ifloof, and carried with confiderable lofs. The 
polygar was then taken prifoner; whether reftored or fucceeded by 
another, we do not find; but the place was at this time in the 
hands of one who defended it,as well; for 100 of the Sepoys were 
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killed and wounded in the attack, which lafted three days, 2nd thep 
the poly gar made his elcape by night. The fort was immediately 
l azed to the ground, after which the detachment joined the main 
body with Mahomed Ifl'oof, and the whole proceeding by the way 
of Gangadaram, arrived at Tinivelly in the middle of July. They 
were lcarcely arrived, when Maphuze Khan, whole mind always 
wavered with every change of circumftances, wrote a letter to Ma¬ 
homed Iffoof, offering to quit his allies, and proceed to the Car¬ 
natic ; provided he was allowed a fuitable jaghire for his mainte¬ 
nance : He even alked a fafeguard to come to Tinivelly. Mahomed 
Iffoof, without authority, affured him that his requells fhould be 
complied with, and recommended them to the Ihelidency, by 
whom they were referred to the Nabob. 

The midland country, for thirty miles to the north of the town 
of Tinivelly, is open and of great cultivation, and, lying between 
the eairern and weftern Polygars, had been the favourite field of 
their depredations. The principal ftation from which the eaftern 
made their inroads into thefe diftri&s was the fort and wood of 
Wootamally, fituated 35 miles n. n. w. of Tinivelly. The Poly- 
gar, grown rich by eafy plunder, had many colleries, who were 
well armed; and Mahomed Iffoof foon after his arrival at Tinivelly 
marched againft him with the greateft part of his force, and in a 
few days reduced his fort, in which he placed fome troops; and fta- 
tioned a cuard of 50 horfe, and lome peons and colleries in a place 
called Shorandah, as an intermediate poll. He was no fooner re¬ 
turned to Tinivelly, than a multitude of colleries belonging to the 
Pulitaver and Vadgherri furprized the guard at Shorandah, and 
either killed or took all their horfes, with their riders; on which 
Mahomed Iffoof detached feven companies of Sepoys, who recover¬ 
ed the poft, and remained in it, in order to protect the adjacent 
country. 

Equal confufion prevailed in the diftridls to the fout-h of Tinivelly. 
The troops of the Maliaver, or King of Travancore, were making 
incurfions from their wall to feize the harvefts at the foot of 
the hills from Calacad to Cape Comorin. The variety of dif- 
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fractions, which exifted on every fide, could not be all oppofed at 1759. 
the lame time, unlefs a greater army were embodied than all the December, 
revenues of the two provinces could defray. But the king was 
the leaft inveterate enemy to the English; becaufe the polygar of Va- 
dagherri had provoked his refentment, by continually employing his 
Colleries to make depredations in his country on the other fide of the 
mountains, through the pafs of Shencottah, which lies 15 miles to 
the fouth of Vadagherri. O11 this ground of common enmity, Ma¬ 
homed Illoof opened a negotiation with the king; who confented to 
a conference at the gates of his country near the promontory. They 
met in the end of Auguft, and the interview paffed with much po- 
litenefs and feeming cordiality. The king, at leaft publicly, de¬ 
manded nothing, and agreed to defift from his inroads into the diftrifts 
of Tinivelly, and to aft with a confiderable force in conjunftion with 
Mahomed Iffoof againft Vadagherri, and the Pulitaver. On the 3d of Ju S u A- 
September, Mahomed Iffoof ftill remaining at the gates of Travail- September. 
core, was joined by 1000 of the king’s Sepoys, armed with heavy 
mufkets made in his own country, and difeiplined, although auk- 
wardly, in the European manner; but they were well fupplied 
with ftores and ammunition. He then returned to Tinivelly, and 
marching from thence with his whole force, in deference to the 
king, proceeded direftly againft Vadagherri, although 20 miles 
beyond- Nellitangaville, the refideuce of the Pulitaver: when 
arrived near Shencottah, he was joined by an army full as large 
as his own, confifting of 10,000 more of the king’s troops of 
various kinds of infantry, who had marched through the pafs. 

This was perhaps the greateft force that had been affembled 
for feme centuries in this country. Vadagherri defended his woods 
for a day, in which about too men were kided and wounded on both 
fidesj but in the night abandoned his fort, and efcaped away to the 
Pulitaver at Nellitangaville. 

The arrival of fuch a gueft, who, for the firft time, had been re- . 

ffuced to fuch diftrefs, frightened the Pulitaver; and let his cunning 
te> work to divert the ftorm from himfelf. The repulfe of the Englifh 
teMps at the attack of the pettah at Vandiwafh on the 30th of 
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September, was known in the country, and was believed, as the 
French had reprefented it, a iignal defeat. Maphuze Khan had re¬ 
ceived letters from Baflaulet Jung and the government of Fortdi- 
chcrry, which encouraged him to think, that they Ihould very foon 
overpower the Englifh in the Carnatie, when he might exped to 
he fubftituted to his brother Mahomed Ally, who was to be 
depofed from the Naboblhip. This correfpondence, and thefe ex¬ 
pectations, the Pulitaver communicated to the king of Travancore, 
and offered, if he would quit the Englilh, and join Maphuze Caun 
againft them, to give him whatfoever diftri&s in the Tinivelly 
country might lie convenient to his own. The King immediately 
ex poled thele documents to- Mahomed Iflbof, and Banding on 
his importance, demanded the ceflion of Calacad and the adjacent 
diftribts, for which he had fo long contended again ft the Nabob’s 
government. lie faid, that more territory than he claimed had 
already been recovered with his afliftance; that what might 
be refufed by one, would be readily given to him by another; 
and that, if he fliould join the Polygars, the Nabob’s authority 
would never be eftabliftied. in the Tinivelly country. Mahomed 
Iflbof, whil'ft perplexed with this dilemma, was informed that 
the two eighteen-pounders, with 500 mulkets, which had been fent, 
according to his requeft, from Madral's, were loft at lea; and that 
the two fix-pounders, although landed, were flopped bv the Dutch 
agerit at Tutacorin. This mifchance gave greater weight to the 
king’s arguments, and greater value to his afliftance; for the force 
of Mahomed Iflbof alone was not fufficient to reduce the Pulitaver, 
whom all the be-ft colleries in the country were flocking to defend. 
He • therefore furrendered the diftribts which the king demanded; 
and the Prefidency approved the ceflion; but the Nabob fulpebted 
that it had been promifed by Iflbof at his firft interview with the 
king, in order to fecure his future afliftance to his own ambitious 
views. 

As loon as this agreement was fettled, the Travancores moved 
again in conjundtion with his troops. On the 6th of November, 
they inverted the wood and fort of Eafeltaver, which was one of 

the 
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•he dependencies of the Pulitaver. The Colleries defended the wood 1y 5 7. 
three days, and then abandoned both; and retired to Nellitangaville. 

After this fuccels, the want of ammunition obliged Mahomed Iffoof Kovcmhr. 
to remain until he received lupplies from Madura, Palamcotah, and 
Anjengo. The army of Travancore, to prevent difgufts from dis¬ 
parity of cuftoms, encamped Separately, but in fight of Mahomed 
Ifloof’s ; and on the 20th of November, a body of 5 or 6000 Colleries 
attacked the camp of the Travancores in open day. Mahomed Iffoof, 
on the firft alarm, fent his horfe, and followed with his Sepoys and 
other foot; but the Colleries retreated before they came up, and their 
nimblenefs, with the ruggednefs of the country, rendered thepurfuit 
of little avail. They had killed and wounded 100 of the Traven- 
cores, before they went off. A day or two after this Ikirmifh, Ma¬ 
homed Iffoof received three howitzes, with fome ftores, and a fupplv 
of ammunition from Anjengo ; and the two fix-pounders with their 
fhot likewife came up from Tutacorin; he then moved with his 
allies, and on the 4th of December fet down before Wafhinelore, ano¬ 
ther fort dependent on the Pulitaver, much ftronger than any he had, 
excepting Nellitangaville, from which it is fituated twenty miles to 
the N. w. and twelve in the fame dircftion from Outamaly. 

Wafhinelore flood within three miles from the great range of 
mountains, at the foot of which ran a thick wood, extending two miles 
into the plain, and within 1300 yards of the weft and South Sides of 
the fort; but turned to a much greater diftance on the north, and to 
the eaft the plain was open, and every where covered with profufe 
cultivation. A very extenfive pettah, the refidence of fome thoufand 
inhabitants, commenced within forty yards, and extended 1200 to 
the N. e. of the walls: a thick thorn hedge, with barriers, furrounded 
both the pettah and the fort. The extent of the fort was 650 by 
300 yards: it was of mud, but almoft as hard as brick ; it had four 
large Square towers, one at each angle, and feveral fmaller, which 
were round, between. Every tower was a Separate redoubt, enclofed 
by a parapet, to command within as well as without the fort: the 
accefs to the tower was a fteep ramp, only two feet broad, the en¬ 
trance a narrow wicket in the parapet; the curtain between the 
4 C 2 towers 
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j / 59. towers had no parapet, and was only a rampart flppiagOSt both fidGS 

from a bale of X 5 feet to 3 at top; but the flops from withfa WHS 
much lelr. fharp than from without, fa that, if a (faulted* <fs» 

fenders might eafily run up to the top. The parapets of the 
have circular holes for the ufe of fatal! arms, but 11O openings pr£* 
pared for cannon, of which there was not a Angle piece fa the foit. 
This defeription only fuits Walhinelore, for the other farts fa the 
Madura and Tinivelly countries have parapets with loop-holes to 
their ramparts, as well as, to their towers; but all are of earth, 
excepting Madura and Palamcotah. The Colleries OH this fide of 
the Tinivelly country, po fiefs nothing of the ugliaefs or deformity 
which generally characterize the inhabitants of the hills and wilds 
of India. They are tall, well-made, and well-featured. Their 
arms are lances and pikes, bows and arrows, rockets, and match¬ 
locks, but w hether with or without other Weapons, every man cm- 
flantly wears a fword and lhield. In battle, the different arms move 
in diftinCI bodies; but the lancemen are rated the njoft eminent, 
and lead all attacks. This weapon is 18 feet long; they tie under 
the point a tuft of fcarlet horfe-hair, and when they attack horle, 
add a fmall bell. Without previous exercife, they aflemble in a deep 
column, preffing clofe together, and advance at a long fteadv ftep, in 
fame degree of time, their lances inclining forward, but aloft, of 
which the elafticity and vibration, with the jingle, dazzle and fcarc 
the cavalry; and their approach is fcarcely lefs formiable to in¬ 
fantry not difciplined with fire-arms. The importance of Wafhi- 
nelore, and the great force which was come againft it, brought 
fame thoufands of Colleries to its relief; but all, excepting 8 or 900 
ehofen men allotted to defend the walls, kept fa the woods: from 
whence every day and night parties Tallied, and alarmed or attacked 
one or other, and fometimes both the camps; and greater bodies on 
three different days made general attacks on the batteries, of which 
thefe continued interruptions retarded the ccmfhudiion, inlomuch 
that they were not fmifhed until the afith, 20 days after the arrival 
of the armies; but the howitzes had commenced before. The only 

efficacious 
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efficacious gun was the 18-pounder, which Mahomed Iffoof had *759. 
brought from Madura, for the reft were only 6-pounders and lower; 
but from exceflive firing, the r 8-pounder burft the day after it was 
mounted; and by this time all the ammunition, as well of the bat¬ 
teries as troops, excepting the quantity which prudence required to 
be referved for defence, was expended. However, part of the pa¬ 
rapet of the tower fired upon, was beaten down, and Mahomed 
Iffoof refolved to ftorm the next day. Many troops of both armies 
waited on the affault; and as fbon as it began, the Pulitaver, with 
3000 chofen Colleries, Who had marched in the night from Nelli- 
tangaville, iffued from the wood and fell upon the camp of Mahomed 
Iffoof, drove away the troops that guarded it, and began to commit 
every kind of deftrufilion. Mahomed Iffoof inftantly fent back a 
large body to repulfe them, and continued the affault; but the gar- 
rifon within received double animation from the Pulitaver’s luccels, 
which w as announced to them by the ulual w'ar-cry and the found¬ 
ing of their conchs. All the other Colleries collefled in the woods 
appeared likewife, as if on the fame notice, and in different bands 
attacked the troops at the batteries, and at the foot of the breach; 
and although continually repulfed, continually rallied, and with the 
refolution of the garrifon faved the fort until the evening, and then 
waited in the woods to interrupt the renewal of the affault in the 
night; but fo much of the referved ammunition had been expended in 
the day that Mahomed Iffoof deemed it dangerous to remain any 
longer before the fort, and drew off his artillery. Two hundred of his 
troops and of the Travancores were killed, but more of the enemy. 

The next day he moved to a diftance, and difmiffed the Travancores, 
who proceeded through the pafs of Shencotty to their own country, 
and Mahomed Iffoof returned with his ow n troops, and thofe lent 
him by Tondiman and the Moravers, to the town of Tinivelly. 


End of the Eleventh Book. 
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BOOK XII. 


T HE two armies in the Carnatic continued, during the firft days 

of January, in their encampments near Arcot, equally cautious January, 
of rifquing any attempt of confequence, bccaufe both were waiting 
the rei'ult of their negotiations to bring Innis Khan with hisMorattoes 
to their afliftance. Both offered 60,000 rupees; but, whilft the 
Englifh were propofing conditional bills, the French fent ready 
money, which determined his preference. He arrived on the 8th in 
the French camp, with 3000 mounted, and a greater number of foot 
plunderers, who are called Pandarums, and always troop with the 
horle, as we have defcribed when Bajinrow joined Clive in the fight 
near Arni. The next day, the French army filed off from their en¬ 
campment which extended from the fuburbs of Arcot along the fouth 
fide of the Paliar, and took the road towards Trivatore ; and, as they 
were going off, Mr. Lally, with a large body of Morattoes, fome of the 
European horfe, and two field-pieces, croffed the river, and advanced 
to Trimuddi, an out-poft, three miles in front of the Englifh camp 
at Chinafimundrum. A cannonade enfued, but more guns and troops 
coming up, Mr. Lally retired, and recrolfed the river: during which, 
a body of 200 Morattoes, with whom Colonel Coote had treated, 
came over from the enemy’s, and joined his camp. In the evenings 
Colonel Coote proceeded acrofs the river, with an elcort of horfe, 
and reconnoitred the enemy’s line of march, and lufpefting, that 
they might intend againft Vandiwafh, took his meafures accord¬ 
ingly. Orders were difpatched to Captain Sherlock, who com¬ 
manded 
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1760. mantled in the fort, to defend it to extremity, and to the two com- 
Tauiuary!' panics of Sepoys at Trivatore, to repair thither immediately. The 
baggage of the army was fent off that night to Covrepauk; and in 
the morning the whole army moved from Chinafimundrum, where 
they had lain eighteen days, and in the evening pitched anew on the 
bank of the Paliar, five miles lower down than the ground which 
the French had occupied on the other fide. A ftrong poft of horfe 
and foot was advanced at feme diftance towards Arcot, and another 
on the left, with orders to keep up continual patroles. The next 
day palled without any alarm from the enemy, or intelligence of 
confequence concerning them, who neverthelefs were not idle. 

Mr. Lally had formed another project befides that which Colonel 
Coote fulpedted; and, to accomplilh it, had not differed his army 
to advance with half the expedition they might. They were on the 
nth, the third day after they quitted their encampment, no far¬ 
ther than Papantanguel, fix miles on this fide of Trivatore, and 
halted there the greateft part of the day. Towards the evening, 
all were under arms, and the ftores and baggage loaded; but, in- 
ftead of marching on he dilplayed them on the plain, facing to 
the Paliar, and then exercifed them as if for practice, in large evo¬ 
lutions, which were calculated to fling the whole line to the eaft- 
ward, with all the horfe, Morattoes, as well as Europeans, on the 
right, of whom the outermoft, when the exercife ended, were fix 
miles from Papantanguel. Having thus whiled away the time until 
the clofe of the evening, he continued all on the ground they flood 
until it was dark ; and then feparated the army into two divifions. 
The horfe, excepting fome which rejoined the fecond, filed off, fol¬ 
lowed by 300 Sepoys, who had formed next to them, and march¬ 
ed on as faft as they could, keeping together; the reft of the army, 
which confifted of all the European infantry, with the baggage 
and artillery, were ordered to follow, but without ftrain. Mr. 
Lally led the firft divifion himfelf. After a march of 15 miles, in 
which they had crofted the Paliar, they arrived at eight ia the morn¬ 
ing at Conjeveram ; expedting to find in the town the magazines of 
rice which fupplied the F.nglith army ; but they had no fuch ftore, 
2 living 
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living on the purchafe of the day; nor had the inhabitants more than / 760. 
the common provifion of their houfes; but in the pagoda was the 
hofpital, and a flock of military {lores, under the guard of two com¬ 
panies of Sepoys, commanded by Lieutenant Chilfholm, of which the 
capture would have been diftrefling; but Mr. Lally having brought no 
cannon made no attempt on the pagoda, and employed his troops 
ft] collecting plunder, and fetting fire to the houies of the town; 
during which, the Sepoys, and all the fick in the pagoda, who could 
move, came out, and being well acquainted with the ftreets and covers, 
continually attacked their fmaller parties and ftragglers,and whenever 
likely to be overpowered, dilappeared. In the evening the enemy 
retreated, driving off 2000 bullocks, the moft valuable part of their 
booty, loaded with the trumpery they had collected. By this time the 
other divifion of the army had arrived at Jangolam, a village on the 
bank of the Paliar, three miles from Conjeveram, from whence both 
united, immediately proceeded, and the next day reached Trivatore. 

The neareft ground of the French line, whilft marching on this 
exploit, was eight miles from the advanced poll of the Englifh camp, 
whole black horfe, awed by the number of the Morattoes, were 
afraid to venture, and could not be trufted fo far abroad; and the 
European horfe, being only one hundred, were not even fufficient 
for the neceffary patroles of the camp; fo that the firft intelligence 
of the enemy’s march was from Lieutenant Chifholm at Conjeveram, 
fent as foon as they appeared there. It arrived in the afternoon; 

Colonel Coote immediately let off with the cavalry, and ordered the 
whole army to follow, which was in march before the fun fet, and 
before it rofe at Conjeveram, where Colonel Coote, with the cavalry, 
had arrived at one in the morning. The way is twenty-one miles. 

It was now a month, that Mr. Buffy had afted once more in the 
field in conjunction with Mr. Lally; and the intercourfe had only 
encreafed the averfion. The late errors of Mr. Lally’s operations, 
which had loft Vandiwalh and Carangoly, without gaining any thing 
equivalent by the expedition to Seringham, had lowered his military 
character throughout the army; and even his own regiment as well 
as Lorrain, although the King’s troops, began to acknowledge the 
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fnperior talents of Mr. Huffy to conduct the war: the battalion of 
India always thought lb. Mr. Tally imputed this riling predilection 
in the officers to the influence of Mr. Buffy’s money, and amongftthe 
loldiers to the infrignesof Father St. Eftevan,a crazy, buly Jefuit, who 
officiated in the camp, and confcffed the regiment of Lorraiu: his an¬ 
tipathy no longer liftened to any reftraints. As loon as the army re¬ 
turned to Trivatorc, Mr. Bully alked his leave to retire to Pondicherrjr 
for the recovery of a painful dilorder, which incapacitated him for 
fatigue: but Mr. Tally forbid him in the name of the king to quit the 
held. He obeyed, and gave his bell opinion concerning the future 
operations of the campaign. “The Eugiiih, he laid, would not lee 
“ Vandiwaffi taken, without rifquing a battle to lave it, in which the 
“ French army would be deprived of all the force employed in the 
“ hege; and from the neceliity of covering it, not mailer of the choice 
“ of advantages in the action; whereas, if the whole of the regular 
“ troops kept together on the banks of the Paliar, and detached 
“ the whole body of Morattoes to lay walle the Engliffi dill rifts, 
“ their army would foon be reduced to the neceffity, either of 
“ giving battle at disadvantage, or of leeking its fubfillence under 
“ the walls of Madrafs.” No advice could be more judicious; for 
the full divilion of the Morattoes, although only 1 ooo, had ven¬ 
tured to carry their ravages as far as Pondamalec and Vendalore, 
and by cutting off every kind of provifion on every fide, had re¬ 
duced the Englifh cam]} to as great want, as they brought abundance 
to the French, where they fold the beeves they had plundered at 
feven for a rupee, and rice at half its value in any other part of the 
country ; and at this very time the Prefidency of Madrafs, anxious 
for the loi's of their furell revenues, repented that they had not 
bought the Morattoes on their own terms, and were advifing Colonel 
Coote to fall back nearer to the adjacencies of the town. But Mr. 
Tally fufpedled Mr. Buffy's advice, as defigned to prevent or difparage 
the activity of his own operations; and on the 14th marched away 
from Trivatore, with a detachment of 500 Europeans, half the 
European cavalry, 500 Morattoes, 1000 Sepoys, and four field-pieces, 
leaving Mr. Bully with the main body at Trivatore, as the moll 

central 
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central fituation, at hand to join his own divifion, if the Englifh army 1760. 
fhould march after it; or ready to oppofe and interrupt them, if they faZary' 
fhould go againft Arcot, in order to divert the fiege of Vandivafh. 

On the 14th in the evening, Colonel Coote received intelligence 
of Mr. Lallv’s arrival at Vandivafh, and the next day marched 
with his whole force from Conjeveram, eroding the Paliar to the 
s. e. inftead of following the enemy by the longer, but better road 
of Trivatore. On the 17th, they arrived, and encamped near Ou- 
tramalore. This fituation, lying half-way in the road between 
Vandivafh and Chinglapett, fecured the communication with this 
place, and from hence with Madrafs: it likewife had Carangoly in 
its rear to the left. The fort at Outramalore having long been ne¬ 
glected, was open in feveral parts from top to bottom of the wall; 
but was a much more defenfible repolitory for the ftores and baggage. 
of the army, than any poll in the open plain. 

Captain Sherlocke kept 30 Europeans and 300 Sepoys in the fouth 
pettah of Vandivafh, which Mr. Lally attacked at three in the 
morning with all his infantry, in two divilions: the one, in which 
the Europeans were marines from the fquadron, was allotted to the 
weftern rampart, and only intended to make a diverfion during the 
real attack on the oppofite; where the Europeans were of Lally’s 
regiment, and led by himfelf. Both divifions were difeovered and 
fired upon before they gained the foot of the wall; and the marines, 
unufed to fuch fervices, broke, and ran round to Mr. Lally’s divifion, 
who, fuppofing them enemies, fired upon them until the miftake 
was difeovered. Nothing more was attempted until eight o’clock 
the next morning, when all the infantry in one column, with two 
field-pieces at their head, advanced againft the fouth-fide of the 
pettah; but the fire to which they were expofed, brought the front 
of the column to a halt without orders. Mr. Lally rode up, dif- 
mounted, and calling for'volunteers, ran to the ditch, and mounted 
the wall, himfelf the firft. The whole column immediately poured 
after him; and the troops in the pettah, having no orders to defend 
it to extremity, efcaped along the ftreets, and regained the fort 
without any lofs in the retreat; in the whole defence only four or five 
had been killed; but the enemy loft twelve European-, betides Se- 
4 D 2 povs, 
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i 760. poys, and more wounded of both. They immediately entrenched 
January ^ le openings of the ftreets facing the fort, and began to raife a 
battery in the N. k. angle of the pettah, againft the fame tower 
which Colonel Cootc had broached, and nearly on the fame ground. 

A thouiand ot the Morattoes had been ordered to obferve the 
motions of the Englilh army ; but they followed nothing but plunder, 
and continued fpreading themlelves to the north of the Paliar; and 
as Mr. Tally never rewarded fulhcicntly to encourage daring Ipies, 
the fir ft news he received of the approach of the Englilh army, was 
on the 17th at fun-rife, by a letter from Mr. Buffy at Trivatore, by 
which time they were arrived at Outramalore. His averfion to the 
authority, made him unwilling to accept the information as authen¬ 
tic; and at firft he only ordered part of the army to advance from 
Trivatore: but, on farther intelligence, left Mr. Bufly to atf accord¬ 
ing to his diicrefton; who at five in the afternoon marched with the 
whole, and arrived at Vandivalh before midnight. 

The Englilh army arrived at Outramalore without provifions, and 
too much fatigued to march on, and reach Vandivalh, before Mr. 
Bully’s divilion had joined Mr. Lully’s there, which, ot.herwile, on 
their appearance, muft either have retreated, or would have ftood 
their ground with great inferiority and disadvantage. The horfe, as 
foon as the foot were encamped, went abroad to rummage the villages 
for provifions, and the next day the troop of huffars fell in with 50 Mo¬ 
rattoes, of whom they killed one, and took twelve with their hories. 
Still the want of grain continued in the camp, and it was found 
that the renter, although he depended on Madrals, had fold his ftore 
to iome agents, probably employed by the French, at Sadrafs; on 
which he was feized, and confined without eating, until the army 
was fupplied; and his people in a few hours brought enough for the 
immediate want, and promiied more. The fcarcity had, however, 
been no obftacle to the operations of the army; for Colonel Coote 
had refolved not to advance upon the enemy, until they were ready 
to afl'ault Vandivalh, when he Ihould have his choice of attacking 
either the troops employed againft the fort, or the army which, co¬ 
vered them in the plain. This Mr. Bufly forefaw, and again advifed 
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Mr. Lally to delift from the liege until a better opportunity; and 1760. 
to keep his whole force together, until the Englilh either fought 
or retired; but Mr. Lally as before could not brook inftructign from 
the rival he detefted, and perlifted. 

Their battery did not open until the 20th; having waited for the 
cannon, which were brought 70 miles from the ramparts of Val- 
dore, on carriages lent from Pondicherry. They were two eighteen, 
and two of twenty-four. By the night of the 20th the wall of the 
fauflebray was opened. Colonel Coote, on this intelligence, marched 
the next day with all the cavalry to reconnoitre the enemy’s litu- 
ation and the ftate of the liege, and receiving, when near, a meftage 
from Sherlocke, that they had breached the main rampart, went 
back, and halted at Tirimbourg, a village half way, to which he or¬ 
dered the hiain body of the army to advance without delay from 
Outramalore, but to lend their heavy baggage, for better fecurity, to 
Carangoly. They arrived at Tirimbourg in the night; at fun-rife. 

Colonel Coote taking with him 1000 of the black horfe, and the 
two troops of European, with two companies of Sepoys, advanced 
in front of the main body of the army, which he ordered to follow, 
but without preffing their march. 

The diftance from Tirimbourg to Vandivalh is feven miles; the 
road leads from the n. e. to the s. w. The mountain of Vandivalh 
ties in the fame direction, extending more than a league in length. The 
fort ftands two miles to the s. of the mountain, but nearer to the 
weftern than the eaftern end. The French army was encamped 
dire&Iy oppolite to the eaftern end of the mountain, at the diftance 
of three miles, and at two to the weft of the fort. The camp was 
in two lines feparated by paddy fields; a great tank covered the left 
flank of both lines. At 300 yards in front of this tank, but a little 
on its left, was another, and farther on, likewile on the left of 
this, another, neither more than 200 yards in circumference, and 
both dry; and the bank which furrounded the foremoft tank had 
been converted into a retrenchment, in which were mounted home 
pieces of cannon, which commanded the plain in front, and flanked 
in its whole length the efplanade in front of the camp. 
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Ml tl 10 Monmoes were returned, and lying with their plunder 
under the loot of the mountain, extending along it towards the N.E. 
cud. Their fcout. In ought intelligence of the approach of Colonel 
Conte';, (livilion, on which all mounted, as did the European cavalry 
in die French camp, and the whole fpread in different bodies acrofs 
file plain to the call of the mountain. Colonel Coote, with 200 of 
the black cavalry, followed by the two companies of Sepoys, was 
advancing a mile in front of the reft of the cavalry, which com¬ 
puted the diviftou he was leading; and the Morattoes lent forward 
200 of their horle, on which he halted, called up the Sepoys, and 
intoriperibd them in platoons between the troops of horle. 

The advanced body of the Morattoes ncverthclels jiulhed on, but 
were Hopped by the tire of the Sepoys, before they came to the 
ele of the iword. Nevcrthelefs, they recovered after their wheel, 
Hood till within reach of the Sepoys again, then turned again, and 
in this manner fell back to their main body, which with the French 
cavalry had gathered, and were drawn up, extending in a line to 
the eaft, from the end of the mountain; the French on the right of 
the Morattoes. 

Colonel Coote, whilft halting for the Sepoys, had fent off a meflen- 
gei, ordering up the body of cavalry, which were a mile behind, and 
the fir ft five companiesof Sepoys with two of the field-pieces from the 
head of the line of infantry, to come on likevviie as fall as thev could 
march: the cavalry foon joined him, but more time was requiiite 
for the Sepoys and guns, as the line was three miles off. During 
which, Colonel Coote, by continual halts, advanced very (lowly; 
and the enemy’s cavalry continued on the ground they had chol'en. 
At eight o’clock the detacment of Sepoys, with the guns, came 
up, when the divilion with Coote were at an afeent, which inter¬ 
cepted them from the fight of the enemy, who, although they had 
perceived the cloud of march, had not diftinguifhed the two guns 
which accompanied the Sepoys, who, joined by the other two com¬ 
panies, formed in a line in the rear of the cavalry, with the guns 
in the center; the two troops of European herfe were in the center of 
the cavalry in the firft line. In this order the two lines advanced 
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' againft the enemy, who were ftill waiting for them; but when at the 1760. 
diftance of 200yards, the cavalry opened from the centre, and brought 
themfelves round, divided on each wing of the Sepoys, in the fecond 
line ; and the inftant the ground was clear, the two field-pieces began 
quick firing on the enemy’s line of cavalry, which were fetting off to 
take advantage of the evolution making by the Englifh. The field- 
pieces were, one a twelve, the other a fix-pounder, both of brafs; and 
Captain Robert Barker, although he commanded the whole of the 
Company’s artillery, had come up with, and now ferved them him- 
felf: the effect anfwered the good-will and dexterity; the fire was 
directed amongft the Morattoes; and every ihot was feen to overfet 
men and horles, which flopped their career, but not before they 
were within reach of the mufketry of the Sepoys; and fome of them 
on the wings had even rode in amongft the outward of the Englifh 
cavalry during their evolution; but the encreafing havock which fell 
amongft them foon after, put the whole body to flight, and they 
galloped away to their camp, leaving the French cavalry alone, who 
were advancing in regular order on their right, againft whom the 
field-pieces were then direfled, which they flood for fome time, feem- 
ing to cxpeft the Morattoes would rally; but feeing them entirely 
gone off, turned and went off themfelves, but ftill in order, and 
with much compofure. 

Colonel Coote advanced with his divifion to the ground they had 
quitted, and feeing the plain clear, quite up to the French camp, 
lent orders to his line of infantry to halt, wherefoever the order fhculd 
meet them, until he returned to them himfelf. There were fome 
gardens and other enclofures half a mile to the right of the ground 
which the French cavalry had occupied, whilft drawn up in a line 
with the Morattoes extending from the end of the mountain. The 
enclofijres were good fhelter on necefftty, and the ground beyond them 
excellent for the difplay and abhon of the whole army, which Colonel 
Coote having reconnoitred, ordered his divifion to file oft’ to the left, 
and to form on this ground, in the fame order as before; the cavalry 
in a line in front, the Sepoys in another behind, them. 
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As foon as this difpofition was executed, he rode back to the 
hue of infantry, which were halting, drawn up in two lines ac¬ 
cording to the order of battle he had ifTued to the principal officers 
in the preceding night. He fignified his intention of leading the 
army on to a general action, which was received with acclamations, 
that left no doubt of the ardour of the troops to engage the enemv 
they had fo long been feeking. The plain dry, hard, and even, ad¬ 
mitted of their marching on in the fame order they were drawn up, 
without filing off in columns, lb that they were foon upon the 
ground where the advanced divifion were halting, when the cavalry 
wheeled from the right and left, and formed the third line of the 
main battle, and the five companies of Sepoys took their place again 
on the right of the fir ft line; but the two field-pieces, ftil] attended 
by Captain Barker with the two detached companies of Sepoys, kept 
apart at fome diftance in front, but to the left of the firft line. 

In this array the army ftood in full view of the French camp, in 
which no motions were perceived ; but no firing was heard againft 
the fort of Vandivafh. Colonel Coote having waited half an hour 
to fee the effebt of his appearance, rode forward with fome officers 
to reconnoitre the enemy’s camp, whofuffered them to approach near, 
without cannonading or fending out a party of cavalry to interrupt 
them. 

The day began to wear, and Colonel Coote, as foon as he returned 
to the troops, ordered the whole to file off to the right; the infantry 
marched in two lines at the lame parallels they had drawn up; the 
baggage formed a third column on the right, and the cavalry followed 
in the rear of all the three. They proceeded towards the fouth fide of 
the mountain, but inclining a little towards the French camp. As foon 
as the firft files of the infantry came to the ftony ground which ex¬ 
tends from the foot of the mountain, on which the enemy’s cavalry 
could not act, the whole halted, and the two lines of infantry facing 
to the right, prefented themlelves again in order of battle, oppofite to 
the French camp, at the diftance of a mile and a half, but out- 
ftretching it on the right; the baggage falling back at the fame time, 
gave place to the cavalry to refume their former ftation as the third line. 
5 The 
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The Morattoes were fptead under the mountain to proteft their 1760. 
own camp, and none of them ventured within reach of the two 
guns, which during the march had kept on the left of the firft line; 
but fome of the French cavalry came out to reconnoitre, and were 
driven back by their fire. The army halted fome time in this fitua- 
tion, in expectation that the defiance would bring the French out 
of their camp; but they ftill remained quiet; which obliged 
Colonel Coote to profecute the reft of the operations he had me¬ 
ditated. 

The ground for fome diftance from the mountain, is, as under 
all others in the Carnatic, encumbered with ftones and fragments 
of rock. From this rugged ground up to the fort the plain was 
-occupied by rice fields. The Englifh army coafting the mountain 
until oppofite to the fort, and then making a converfion of their 
lines to the right, would immediately be formed in the ftrongeft 
of fituations; their right protected by the fire of the fort; their 
left by the impaflable ground under the mountain, and with the 
certainty of throwing any number of troops, without oppofition, 
into the fort; who, Tallying with the garrifon to the other fide, 
might eafily drive the enemy from their batteries in the pettah; 
from V'hence the whole of the Englifh army might likewife 
advance againft the French camp, with the choice of attacking 
it either on the flank, or in the rear, where the main defences, 
which had been prepared in the front of-their encampment, or 
arofe from the ufual difpofitions on this fide, would become en¬ 
tirely ufelefs. 

The Englifh army had no fooner began their march along the 
foot of the mountain, than Mr. Lally perceived the intention, with 
all the confequences of this able operation. The camp immediately 
beat to arms, and foon after the troops were feen ifluing to occupy 
the ground in front of its line, where the field of battle had been 
previoufly marked out. 

The French cavalry* 300 riders, all Europeans, formed on the 
right; next to them were the regiment of Lorrain, 400 firelocks: 
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i 760. in the centre, the battalion of India, 700; art£t to them Tally's, 
'TTirnTTy. 400, whole left were under the retrenched tank, in which were 
pefted the marines or troops from the fquadron, with Poete’s from 
Caiijam, in all 300, with four field-pieces. Between the retrerteh- 
| meat ami Tally's were three, the faaene number between Tally’s 
and India, India and Lorrain, Lorrain and the cavalry; in all t6 
pieces. Pour hundred of the Sepoys of Hyder Jung, whom Mr. 
Bully had brought from Cudapah, were polled at the tank in the 
rear of the retrenched tank were the marines were, whom they 
were to Support on occalion : 900 Sepoys were ranged behind a 
j-idge which ran along the front of the camp ; and at each extremity 
of this ridge was a retrenchment guarded by 50 Europeans, which 
covered the entrances into the camp. The whole force drawn out, 
infantry, cavalry, and artillery, was 2250 Europeans, and 1300 Se¬ 
poys : 1 50 Europeans and 300 Sepoys continued at the batteries 
againfl Vandivafh; but none of the Morattoes, although 3000, left 
the ground and prote&ion of their own camp to aflift their allies 
in this decifive hour. 

The fight of the French army iffuing into the open plain gave 
Colonel Coote all he intended by the preceding operations of the day. 
He inftantly halted his lines, which had advanced fome way along 
the foot of the mountain. Facing as foon as they halted, the two 
firft lines were in order of battle, oppofite, but obliquely, to the 
enemy. The baggage was fent back under the efcort of two com¬ 
panies of Sepoys, to a village in the rear, and the cavalry as before, 
took their place in the third line. 

The Englilh army confifted of 1900 Europeans, of whom 80 
were cavalry, 2100 Sepoys, 1250 black horfe, and 26 field-pieces. 
In the firft line were Coote’s regiment on the right, the Company’s 
two battalions in the centre, Draper’s on the left; but all without 
their grenadiers; and 1800 Sepoys were equally divided on the right 
and left of the Europeans in this line ; in the intervals of which 
were 10 pieces of cannon, three oa each fide of the Company’s bat¬ 
talions, and two between Coote’s an 4 Draper’s and the Sepoys. In 
the fecond line were all the grenadiers of the army, 300, with, a field- 
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piece next, and beyond 200 Sepoys on each of their flanks: the ca¬ 
valry formed the third line; the 80 Europeans, as before, in the 
centre of the black horle; the two field-pieces with the two com¬ 
panies of Sepoys of the morning ftill continued apart, advanced as 
before a little on the left of the firft line. 

As the Englilh army were marching up, and before they were 
within cannon (hot, Mr. Lally, putting bimfelf at the head of the 
European cavalry on the right, fet off with them, and taking a 
large lweep on the plain, came down, intending to fall upon 
the horfe of the Englilh army, which made their third line. 
The black horfe, who were nine-tenths of this body, pretended to 
wheel, in order to meet the enemy’s, but purpofely confufed them- 
felves lb much, that fome went off immediately, which gave a 
pretext to the reft to follow them, and the 80 Europeans were left 
alone, who faced and drew up properly to receive the charge, rely¬ 
ing on better afliftance. As foon as the intention of Mr. Lally was 
underftood, the divifion of Sepoys on the left of the firft line 
were ordered to fall back in an angle from the front, ready to take 
the enemy’s cavalry in flank as they were approaching, but per¬ 
formed the evolution with fo little firmnefs, that little hope was en¬ 
tertained of any execution from their fire; but Captain Barker with 
the two guns of the feparate detachment, had watched, and di- 
refiting his own by the movement of the enemy, was within point 
blank of them juft before they were oppofite and riding in on the flank 
and rear of the horfe, where only the European were ready to oppole 
them, for all the black were gone. In lefs than a minute the quick 
firing of the two guns brought down ten or fifteen men or horfes, 
which, as ufual, threw the next to them, and they the whole, into 
confufion; and the horfes growing every moment wilder, all turned 
and went off on the full gallop, leaving Mr. Lally, as he afferts, 
fingly alone. If fo, he could not have ftaid long where he. was, for 
the European horle, on feeing the enemy’s check, rvere advancing ; 
and many of the black, encouraged by the fecurity, were returning, 
and the whole foon after let off after the enemy, whom they purfued 
in a long courfe quite to the rear of their camp. 
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The Englilh army halted ten minutes in attention t© this attach 
during which the French line cannonaded, but beyond the proper 
diftance even for ball, and neverthelefs often fired grape, and neither 
with any effect. The Englilh did not begin to anfwer until nearer, 
and then perceiving their own fire much better dire&ed, halted in. 
order to preferve this advantage, as long as the enemy permitted it 
to continue, by not advancing from the front of their camp. Mr. 
Lally retiring from the Englilli cavalry, and deferted by his own, 
rejoined his line of infantry, which he found fuffering, and with 
much impatience, from the Englilh cannonade: his own impetuo- 
lity concurred with their eagernefs to be led to immediate decilion, 
and he gave the order to advance. The Englilh line was not directly 
oppolite to the front of the French, but flanting outwards from 
their left, which required the French troops on this fide to advance 
much lefs than thofe of their right, who had more ground to wheel, 
in order to bring the whole line pai-allel to that of the Englilh. 

Colonel Coote feeing the enemy coming on gave the final orders 
to his own. None but the Europeans of the firft and fecond lines 
were to advance any farther. The Sepoys on the wings of both, 
and the cavalry in the third line, were to continue where they were 
left, and to take no lhare in the battle, until they lhould hereafter 
receive orders how to a£t. 

The enemy began the fire of mulketry at one o’clock, but Colonel 
Coote intended to refrain until nearer; neverthelefs the company of 
Coffrees, which was inlerted in one of the Company’s battalions, 
gave their fire without the order of their officers, and it was with 
difficulty that the irregularity was prevented from extending. Co¬ 
lonel Coote was at this time palling from the right to the left 
to join his own regiment, and received two or three /hot in his 
cloaths from the fire of the Coffrees. As foon as he arrived at his 
regiment they began, and the fire became general through the whole 
liae. 

Coote’s had only fired twice, when Lorrain formed in a column 
twelve m front: the operation is fimple and was expeditious. 
Colonel Coote made ao change in the ffifpofition of his regiment, 
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but ordered the whole to preferve their next fire; which Lorrain 1760. 
coming on almoft at a run, received at the diftance of 50 yards in 
their front and on both their flanks; it fell heavy, and brought 
down many, but did not flop the column. In an inftant the two 
regiments were mingled at the pufh of bayonet; thofe of Coote’s 
oppofite the front of the column were immediately borne down, but 
the reft, far the greateft part, fell on the flanks, when every man 
fought only for himfelf, and in a minute the ground was Ipread 
with dead and wounded, and Lorrain having juft before fuffered from- 
the referved fire of Coote’s, broke, and ran in diforder to regain the 
camp. Colonel Coote ordered his regiment to be reftored to order 
before they purfued, and rode himfelf to fee the ftate of the reft of 
the line. 

As he was paffing on, a fhot from one of the guns with Draper’s 
regiment, ftruck a tumbril in the retrenched tank on the left of 
Lally’s, where the marines were polled, and the explofion blew up 
80 men, many of whom, with the chevalier Poete, were killed dead, 
and moft of the others mortally hurt. All who were near, and had ef- 
caped the danger, fled in the firft impulfe of terror out of the retrench¬ 
ment, and ran to gain the camp by the rear of Lally’s, and were joined 
in the way by the 400 Sepoys at the tank behind, who, although 
they had fuffered nothing, likewife abandoned their poll. Colonel 
Coote on the explofion, fent orders by his aid de camp Captain Izer, 
to Major Brereton, to advance with the whole of Draper’s regiment,, 
and take poffeffion of the retrenched tank before the enemy reco¬ 
vered the confufion which he judged the explofion muft have caufed; 
as in this fituation they would command, under cover, the flank of 
Lally’s regiment. The ground on which Draper’s was Handing oppo¬ 
fite to Lally’s when the order came, obliged them, in order to prevent 
Lally’s from enfilading, or flankingthem as comingdown, to file offby 
the right. Mr. Bully, who commanded on this wing, had before en¬ 
deavoured to rally the fugitives, of whom he had recovered 50 or 60, 
and adding to them two platoons of Lally’s, led and polled them in 
the tank, and then returned to fupport them with the regiment. 

But Brereton’s files kept wheeling at a diftance, and moving at the 
quickeft pace, fuffered little from their fire, and coming upon the 

left 
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left of the retrenchment, ai'Taulta! it impetuoufly, and Carried it after 
receiving one fire of much execution from the troops within, under 
which Major Brcrefon fell mortally wounded, and when fallen re¬ 
futed the affifiance of the men next him, but bid them follow their 
vidory. 'Hie firft of Draper’s who got into the retrenchment fired 
down from the parapet upon the guns on the left of Lally’s, and 
drove the gunners from them; whilft the reft, being many more 
than required to maintain the poft, formed, and fhouldcred under it, 
extending on the plain to flic left to prevent the regiment of Lally, 
if attempting to recover the poft, from embracing it on this fide. 
Mr. Bufly wheeled the regiment of Lally, and tent off platoons from 
its left, to regain the retrenchment, whilft the reft were oppofed to 
the divifioti of Draper’s on the plain. But the platoons acted faint¬ 
ly, only ikirmifhing with their fire inftead of coming to the clofe 
aflault. The action likewite continued only with mulketry, but 
warmly, between the two divitions on the plain, until the two field- 
pieces, attached to the right of Draper’s, which they had left be¬ 
hind when marching to attack the retrenchment, were brought to 
bear on the flank of Lally’s, who had none to oppofe them; on 
which their line began to waver, and many were going off. Mr. 
Bufly, as the only chance of reftoring this part of the battle, put 
himfelf at their head, intending to lead them to the pufh of bavo^ 
net, but had only advanced a little way when his horfe was ftruck 
with a ball in the head, and floundering at every ftep afterwards, 
he difmounted ; during which the fire from Draper’s had continued, 
of which two or three balls paffed through his cloaths, and when 
he alighted only 20 of Lally’s had kept near him, the reft had 
flirunk. Two platoons let off on the full run from Draper’s to 
furround them : the officer demanded and received Mr. Bufly’s 
fword, and fent him with a guard into the rear; he was con¬ 
cluded to Major Monfon, who had wheeled three companies of 
the grenadiers of the fecond line, and was halting with them 
and their field-pieces at fome diftance, ready if neceflary to fup- 
port the event of Draper’s. Mr. Bufly afked who the troops he 
law were ; and was anl'wered 200 grenadiers, the beft men in 
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the army, who had not fired a (hot; he clafped his hands in fur- 1760. 
prize and admiration, and faid not a word. J^ary! 

During the eonflifl on this fide, the two centers, which were 
compofed of the troops of the two Eaft India Company’s, had kept 
up a hot, but diftant fire; neither chufing to rifque clofer decifion 
until they faw the event between Draper’s and Lally’s; but as foon 
as Lally’s broke, the enemy’s center went off likewife, but in better 
order, although in hafte, to regain their camp. Many of Coote’s, 
in the firft fury of victory, had purfued their antagonifts of Lorrain 
up to the retrenchment, by which the fugitives entered the camp; 
they might have fuffered by this ralhnefs, if the guard there, as 
well as the neareft Sepoys along the ridge, had not taken fright, 
and abandoned their polls on feeing the rout of Lorrain. It took 
fome time to bring the purifiers back to their colours, when the 
officers, fending off the wounded, formed the reft into their ranks, 
and afterwards only made the appearance of advancing, whilft 
the reft of the battle remained in doubt, left Lorrain with the Se¬ 
poys ihould rally; to prevent which the four field-pieces on the left 
kept up an inceffant fire plunging into the camp. 

As foon as the other wing and the center of the enemy’s army gave 
way, their opponents, the Company’s battalion and Draper’s regiment 
got into order, and with Coote’s, who were ready, advanced to the 
purifiit, leaving their artillery behind. They entered the enemy’s 
camp without meeting, the leaft oppofition. India and Lally’s had 
palled through it haftily to the other fide, although not in rout as 
Lorrain’s before. Mr. Lally, after the rout of Lorrain, rode away 
to join his own regiment on the left, but on the way faw the ex- 
plofion of the tumbril at the retrenched tank, the difperfion of the 
marines in this poll, and the flight of the Sepoys out of the tank 
behind. He was in this inftant near,, and intended to Ipeak to Mr. 

Buffy, but turned fuddenly, and ordered the Sepoys ftationed along 
the ridge in front of the camp to advance. None obeyed; and moft 
of them being thofe of Zulphacarjung who had ferved with Mr. 

Bully in the Deean, he ralhly fufpedted treachery, and, unable to 
controul the impulfe of diftraflion, rode into the camp to Hop the 
fugitives of Lorrain. 


The 
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i ;6o. Tho whole body of the French cavalry, near Jooj who were all 
January. Europeans, appeared on the plain in the rear of the camp to which 
they had retreated, follow ed by the cavalry of the Englifh army, 
whole encounter they had hitherto avoided by abler evolutions: lb 
that neither of thefe two bodies had been within fight of the brunt 
between the two infantries. The French cavalry chanced to be near 
enough to fee the flight of Lorrain through the Camp, and, animated 
by a lenle of national honour, refolved to proteft them, if, as might be 
expected, they fliould endeavour to efcape ftill farther by gaining the 
plain. In this purpofe they united their fquadrons, and drew up 
in the rear of the camp, and in face of the Englifh cavalry, of whom 
the black horle, awed by their refolution, dared not, and the European 
were too few, to charge them. This unexpected fuccour probably pre¬ 
vented the utter difperfion of the French army. There were in the 
rear of the camp three field-pieces with their tumbrils of ammuni¬ 
tion ; at which the fugitives of Lorrain, encouraged by the appear¬ 
ance of the cavalry, flopped, and yoked them. Thefe protections 
reftored confidence to Tally’s and the India battalion as they arrived, 
likewife beaten from the field. They fet fire to the tents and un- 
dangerous ftores near them, and the whole filed off into the plain 
in much better order than their officers expeded. The three field- 
pieces kept in the rear of the line of infantry, and behind them 
moved the cavalry. They parted to the weflward, and when oppo- 
fite to the pettahs of Vandivafh were joined by the troops, who 
had continued at the batteries there, which they abandoned, leaving 
all the ftores and baggage, and received no interruption from the 
garrifon as they were going off. The Morattoes, who were under 
the mountain when the cannonade began, intended not only to 
proteCt their own camp, but to fall upon the baggage of the 
Englifh army; but when they faw the whole body of Sepoys 
remaining in the rear of the aCtion, were deterred from advancing 
to the village, to which the baggage was lent; and having their own 
all ready loaded on their bullocks, fent off the whole train to the 
weftward foon after the cannonade commenced; and with the firft 
notice from their feouts of the rout of Lorrain, began to go off 
2 themfelves. 
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themfelves. Their rout led them acrofs the way, along which the 1760. 
French were retreating; whom 700of them joined and accompanied. 

Colonel Coote lent repeated orders to his cavalry to harafs and im¬ 
pede the retreat .of the French line. They followed them five miles 
until five in the afternoon, but the black horfe could not be brought 
up within reach of the carbines of the French cavalry, and much 
lets of their field-pieces. The brunt of the day palled intirely between 
the Europeans of both armies, the black troops of neither had any 
part in it, after the cannonade commenced. The commandants of 
the Englilh Sepoys complimenting Colonel Coote on the victory, 
thanked him for the fight of fuch a battle as they had never feen. 

Twenty-four pieces of cannon were taken, 19 in the field and 
camp, and five in the battery againft Vandivalh, 11 tumbrils of 
ammunition, all the tents, ftores, and baggage, that were not 
burnt. Two hundred of the Europeans were counted dead in the 
field, and 160 were taken, of whom 30 died of their wounds be¬ 
fore the next morning; fix of the killed, and 20 of the prifoners, 
were officers: wounded continually dropt on the road; fo that 
the immediate diminution of the enemy’s force was computed 
600 men.’ Of the Englilh army, 63 Europeans were killed, 
and 124 wounded, in all 190; of this number, 36 of the killed, 
and 16 of the wounded, belonged to the Company’s battalions, 17 
and 66 to Draper's, 13 and 36 to Coote’s regiment; four of the Eu¬ 
ropean horfe, and two of the artillery, were wounded, but none 
of either killed. Of the black troops, 1 7 of the horfe were killed, 
and 32 wounded: in all, 22 and 47: of the Sepoys only 6 and 15. 

The killed, as well in the European as the black troops, was, although 
not in the different bodies, one half of the number wounded, a propor¬ 
tion on the whole which rarely happens, excepting as in this action, 
by cannonade. 

The firft news of the victory was brought to Madrafs at fun-rife 
the next morning by one of the black fpies of the Englifh camp. 

At noon came in another, with a note of two lines, wri.tte 1 with 
$ pencil, by Colonel Coote on the field of battle; other accounts 
followed, and foon after eye-witnefles. The joy which this fuc- 
eefs diffijfed throughout the fettlement, was almoft equal to that of 
Yol. II, 4 F Calcutta 
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i 760. Calcutta on the viftovy at Plaffey. Their congratulations to Colonel 
'r^^' Coote and the army were abundant as their joy. 

The day after the battle lcarcely fufficed for the variety of orders 
neceffary to reftorc the army to its ftrength, and to make the difpo- 
fitions, by which Colonel Coote, with his ufual activity, refolved 
to profecute his fuccefs. Captain Wood was ordered to advance 
with his garrilon from Covrepauk, and inveft the fort of Arcot; 
Lieutenant Chifholm to lend to Covrepauk the lick and invalids 
left by the army at Conjeveram: Madrafs was requefted to fend 
to Conjeveram the recovered men of the King’s regiments left 
in their hofpital, together with ftores, battering cannon, and 
ammunition : this line was meant to fuftain the fiege of Arcot. 
Whatfoever other troops could be fpared from Madrals were 
to be fent to Vandivath, with medicines and conveniences for 
the wounded there. The baggage at Outramalore was ordered to 
rejoin the army; a letter was written to Innis Khan, advifing him 
to quit the province, with all his Morattoes, without delay, or that 
no quarter would be given to any of them wherefoever met. Or¬ 
ders were ifiued for 1000 of the black horie to march to the fouth ; 
200 fet off immediately to plunder and lay wafte the cauntry be¬ 
tween Aliamparvah and Pondicherry: the next day, which was 
the 25th, 800 with 20 of the huffars, under the command of Vaf- 
ferot, marched with the fame intent againft the diftribts between 
Pondicherry and G ingee, and were to a£l in correfpondence with 
the other detachment. 

The French army reached Chittapett the next day, where they 
only remained the day after; and then Mr. Lally, without rein¬ 
forcing the garrifon,* fell back with all the European force, to 
Gingee, fending the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung, of whom he had 
ftill fufpicious, although Mr. Buffy was taken, to aft under the 
commandant at Arcot, and advifed the Morattoes to renew their in- 
curlkms to the north of the Paliar. Colonel Coote, on intelligence 
of Mr. Lally’s retreat, and the little care he had taken of Chitta¬ 
pett, refolved to attack this place before he marched againft Arcot. 
The baggage from Outramalore, waiting for fome ftores from 
Chinglapett, did not arrive until the 26th. In the fame evening, a 
6 detachment 
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detachment marched from Vandivafh, and the next morning in- 1760. 
veiled Chittapett, when the commandant, De Tilly, refufed to fur- 
render. On the 28th, the whole army encamped within cannon- 
fhot, and the commandant Bill perfifting in his refulal, a battery of 
two eighteen-pounders was eredted in the night, againft the ft. e. 
angle, and a howitz was planted in the pettah, to enfilade the north 
line of the rampart. The fire opened at five the next morning, 
and the breach was nearly pradticdble by eleven, when a flag of 
truce appeared, and De Tilly furrendered without terms. The 
garrifon confifted of four commiflioned officers, and 52 private Eu¬ 
ropeans, with 300 Sej>oys. In the hofpitals were 73 Europeans, 
wounded in the late battle. The artillery were nine pieces of can¬ 
non; the ftore of ammunition was confiderable, and amongfl the 
arms were 300 excellent mulkets, which were diflxibuted amongfl 
the Englilh Sepoys. The garrifon reported, that a party, with two 
field-pieces, were marching from Arcot and Gingee, having taken 
the round-about road by Arni and Trinomalee; on which Captain 
Stephen Smith w'as detached, wdth 200 black horfe, and two com¬ 
panies of Sepoys, to intercept them. 

In the mean time, the horfe fent to the fouthwaid had performed 
their million with great alacrity, having burnt 84 villages, and fwept 
away 8000 head of cattle, many of which were of thofe the Mo- 
rattoes had taken on the north of the Paliar, and fold to whomfo- 
ever would buy them, at four-pence a head. The w'hole colledtion 
was driven under different convoys to Vandivafh, Carangoly, and 
Outramalore, and more than reflored the number which thefe 
diftridls had loll. Befides w'hat they had fold, they had driven 
away a great multitude of the bell cattle into the vallies leading 
from Lalliput to Damalcherri, w'hich they intended to fend, with 
the reft of their booty, to their own country on the other fide the 
hills; but the menaces and fuccefs of Colonel Coote raifed appre- 
. henfions in Innis Khan, that he might rifque the lofs of this 
plunder, if he continued any longer in the province. He therefore 
{pitted Arcot, with all his Morattoes, on the fame day that Chit- 
sapett furrendered; and continued his march through the pals, from 
4 Fa whence 
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1760. whence he wrote to Mr. Pigot, that he (hould at any tiitte here*- 

'^January, afar 1,c ready to wait on him with his troops, if they could agree 

upon the terms. • 

On the 30th, intelligence was received from Captain Wood, that 
he had marched with his garrilon of Covrepauk to Arcot, and found 
the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung ftrongly ported in the ftreets of the 
town; he ncverthclefs attacked them, and after much firing drove 
them from their ftands, with confiderable lofs on their fide, and 
little on his own. They retreated out of the town, as the garrifon in 
the fort did not want their fervice. On the 31 ft, the army, which had 
moved by two fucceffive divifions, encamped near Arni, where they 
were rejoined by the detachment lent with Captain Stephen Smith, 
who had taken the party they had been fent after, which was much 
lels than had been reprefented, confifting only of 20 Europeans 
and 50 Sepoys, efcorting two brafs field-pieces, which Mr. Laity 
had ordered from Arcot. Captain Smith had likewife picked up 
three commiflaries, who were travelling to Pondicherry in their 
pallankeens. 

February The liext which was the firft of February, Colonel Coote, 
with the firft divifion of the army, joined Captain Wood in the 
town of Arcot, having left the fecond with Major Monlon, to attack 
Timery, which lies in the road. This fort being very finall, al¬ 
though well built, only lhells were fired, which before the evening 
reduced the garrifon to lurrender: they were one ferjeant com¬ 
manding 20 foldiers, and 60 Sepoys, with five pieces of cannon. 
The next day Major Monfon arrived at Arcot, and all immediately 
fet to work in erecting batteries, for which Captain Wood had pre¬ 
pared the materials, and had nearly finilhed one on the north face of 
the fort. 

The defences of the fort had been greatly improved fince it was 
defended byCaptain Clive, againft Rajahfahib, in 1752. TheEnglilh 
had contributed moft; but the French finilhed what was intended, 
but left undone by them, when they abandoned the fort on Mr. 
Lally’s approach to Madrafs. The ditch was moftly in the lolid 
rock, and had every where been dug to man height: the faurtebray 
2 was 
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was clear, but open; being neither Ikirted with a parapet-tvall, nor 1760. 
exen with a pali/ade:,- a glacis, and a covered-way, had been carried jr^rua!> 
round the fort; and frotn the center of the north-fideof the covered¬ 
way projected a firong ravelin, mounting fix guns, round which 
the glacis was continued; a gate with a draw-bridge communicated 
with this ravelin: the narrow rampart of the old wall had in many 
places been widened, and- ramps raifed to it, for the ready running 
up of cannon; each of the towers, of which there were twenty- 
two, was rendered capable of a gun of any fize, thofe at the four 
angles would admit three, and the platforms of the two gateways 
more. The extent of the fort from the weftern to the eaftern fide is 
nearly 800 yards; the eaftern face 350; but the fouthern wall, re¬ 
ceding as it ftretches to the eaftward, reduces the eaftern face to 
260 yards, of which 50 are occupied in the middle by a gate-way, 
and the main rampart on this face had only the two towers in the 
angles. 

Two batteries were raifed to the Eaft; one, of three embrafiires 
in the front of fome houfes, /landing at the di/lance of 360 yards, 
nearly oppofite to the rampart between the gateway and the tower 
in the angle on its right; and was intended to breach in the interval: 
the other battery was on the left of this, but 100 yards nearer; it mount¬ 
ed only two guns, of which, one was to difmantle the tower in the 
angle to the right of the gateway, and the other the angle on the right 
of the gateway itfelf. A battery of three guns was raifed to the 
fouth, nearly oppofite the s. w. angle of the fort, and bore upon the 
lower in this angle, and the two next to the eaftward. This battery- 
was at the diftance of 200 yards, where a few houfes gave fhelter 
to the guards, and covered the workmen in the outfet of the ap¬ 
proaches. The fourth battery was that raifed by Captain Wood on 
‘the north; it was to the left of the ravelin, at the diftance of 200 
yards, and mounted two guns, which were to plunge over the ravelin, 
in order to break the drawbridge behind, by which the ravelin com¬ 
municated acrcfs the ditch with the body of the fort: but this bat¬ 
tery was. of little ufe becaufe it enfiladed no part of the rampart, 
and the ravelin it fired upon bore only one gun againft the two. 
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batteries to the eaftward, and, in cafe the bridge (herald be broke, 
the guard would he withdrawn into the fort, where their fervice, 
if the breach thou Id be affaulted, would be of more detriment than 
their continuance in the ravelin; and the battery was employed only 

becaule it was ready. 

On the 3d and 4th, whilft the batteries were conftrufting, the 
garrifon threw many fhells to interrupt the work, but no men were 
hurt by them. On the jth, all the three batteries opened; and the 
garrifon (till continuing their fhells, returned likewife on all fides 
with more cannon than fired upon them; and a foldier was killed 
on the n. e. attack, and four artillery-men to the fouth. On the 
6th, the enemy demounted two guns in the battery of three to the 
eaft-, in which two Europeans were killed and two wounded , and 
two were likewife wounded at the fouth battery. This day, 200 
cohoru-lhells arrived from Madrafs, inflead of eight-inch (hells for 
the howitz, which was the only piece of bombarding artillery with 
the army; no powder came with the (hells; and from the defence, 
the (lock in camp feemed likewife to be exhaufled before the place 
couU be opened to affault; and (hot grew equally fcarce. Four 
hundred bullocks were therefore fent off to bring a lupply of both 
from Madrafs, with two eighteen-pounders to replace the two which 
had been difmounted. In the night between the 6th and the 7th, 
the army began their approaches from both attacks. On the 7th, 
two eighteen-pounders arrived from Chinglapett; but from the want 
of ferviceable bullocks they were accompanied by only 50 (hot, and 
50 barrels of powder expefted with them were ftill lagging on the 
road. From the preceding to the prelent evening, only one man 
was killed, and two wounded. The approaches were pufhed on all 
night; and the next day, which was the eighth of the month, ar¬ 
rived the powder from Chinglapett, and a quantity was difeovered 
buried in one of the houfes of the town; but all the (hot were 
fo nearly expended, that, at four in the afternoon. Colonel Coote 
heat a parley, in order to get time to pick up what the enemy had 
bred. The French officer. Captain Huffy, accepted the meflage, 
which was a fumraons to furrender, as he could expert no tuc- 
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cours: he anfwered, that not a man had been killed in the fort; 
but that he was willing to furrender it, if not relieved before, 
at the end of fix days, on condition the garrifon Ihould be free, 
have the honours of war, and retire to Pondicherry. This to and 
fro lafted two hours, when the firing was renewed until dark. The 
lofs this day was only one man killed, and two wounded. In the 
night, the trenches to the s. were puffied on with much diligence, 
and the garrilon employed every means to interrupt their progrefs, 
cannon and fhells from the body of the place, mulketry, grenades, 
and fire-balls, which fet on fire the blinds, gabions, and fafcines of 
the advancing lap, dangeroufly wounded Enfign Macmahon, who 
conduced it, killed one, and wounded ten more of the men em¬ 
ployed. Nevertheless, the fap before the morning was very near 
the foot of the glacis. With the day, which was the 9 th, the bat¬ 
teries, having received fome more Ihot from Chinglapett, continued, 
and by noon their fire had opened both breaches to fix feet of the 
bottom of the rampart; and had difmantled the towers that flanked 
them : but Hill the ditch remained to be filled, and no lodgement 
was yet made in the covered-way. Great therefore was the furprize, 
to lee a flag, followed by a voluntary offer of lurrendering the next 
day, if allowed the honours of war; which, as before, implied 
that the garrifon were not to be made prifoners. Colonel Coote re- 
fufed; and foon after came another letter, offering as the condition, 
that they might all retire to Pondichery on their paroles not to 
ferve again. Colonel Coote replied, that he Ihould allow the officers 
and men whatfoever belonged to them, and good treatment; but re- 
ferved the right of difpofing of their perfons: at the fame time, he 
invited the commandant to fupper, who came. The fort was clofely 
furrounded during the night, to prevent any of the garrifon from 
efcaping; and early the next morning, the grenadiers of the army 
took poffeffion of the gates. The garrifon confifted of 11 officers, 
three of whom were captains, and 236 foldiers and artillery-men, 
in all 247 Europeans, and nearly the fame number of Sepoys. The ar¬ 
tillery were 4 mortars, and 22 pieces of cannon, of which fome 
were eighteen-pounders : there was likewife a plentiful dock of 
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ammunition, and military ftores of all kinds. The batteries mu ft 
have ceafed firing the next day, until convoys arrived; the garrifon 
had not loft three men, and the fort might have held out ten days 
longer before the aftault by ftorm could be rifqued. They exte¬ 
nuated the early furrender by the certainty of not being relieved. 
It required the refpite of feme days to refit the wear and tear which 
the army had endured during the activity of the late operations; for 
all the carriages were fhattered, all the men wanted clothing, and 
all the bullocks were fore. 

Colonel Coote, in confideration of Mr. Bully’s generality to the 
Englilh factory when he took Vizagapatam, had permitted him to 
repair to Pondicherry from the field of battle, immediately after he 
was taken. He arrived there the next day, and reprefented the defeat as 
far from irretrievable. On the 25th in the evening, came in Mr. 
Lally, and the troops were following from Gingee to Valdore. His 
ill fuccefs, and the abandoning the field, rendered him ftill more 
odious than ever. No inveftive, howfoever unjuft, was fpared. 
Cowardice borrowing courage from drunkennefs was imputed as the 
caufe of wrong difpofitions, redrafted by worfe, until the . battle was 
loft, and the retreat to Pondicherry as a defign to lofe the city, in 
revenge for the univerfal deteftation in which he was held. 

Neverthelefs, the beft ability and will would have been perplexed 
what meafure to purfue after the defeat. The neceflity of refurnifti- 
ing the army with the ftores and artillery they had loft, would alone 
have required them to fall back near to Pondicherry; and the pro¬ 
tection of the diftridts in the rear of Alamparwah and Gingee now 
became of great concernment; for fmee the lofs of Mafulipatam of 
the northern provinces, and of their fettlements in Bengal, very little 
grain in proportion to the former importations had been brought 
to Pondicherry by fea; and the diftrefles for money to anfwer more 
immediate calls had hitherto prevented the government from laying 
in a ftore of provifions; fo that their greateft refource at this time 
was from the harvefts in thefe deftridts, which was ripe and gather¬ 
ing in. 

The interruptions continually oppofed by the garrifon of Tritchi- 
nopoly to the French troops remaining in the illand Seringham, had 
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prevented the controllers, appointed to,manage thefe diftridls, from 1760. 
collecting enough to defray the expences of the late expedition, p^btuaiy 
although the revenues, if unmolefted, would have furniihed 
more: Mr. Lally had ordered the whole to return, and ex¬ 
pended they would join him before Vandivafh. They were, befides 
the 300 Europeans in Seringham, two detachments lately lent from 
Pondicherry, with ftores and ammunition, who were arrived, and 
halting at Utatore. The manager appointed to colled the revenues, 
who was a counfellor of Pondicherry, thought that matters would 
mend, when he fhould be reinforced by the detachments at Utatore, 
and ventured to difobey the orders. The Nabob and Captain Jofeph 
Smith at Tritchinopoly refolved, as the beft means of preventing 
the arrival of the detachments, to get pofleffion of the fortified pagoda 
of Pitchandah, on the farther bank of the Coleroon, which terminates 
the only high road leading from Samiaveram and Utatore into the 
Bland of Seringham. The pagoda was reported to be garrifoned only 
by a company of Sepoys, with a few Europeans. Accordingly Cap¬ 
tain Richard Smith, who was recovered of his wound, crofted the 
river on the 28th of December, and took the command of the coun¬ 
try troops, and thofe from the garrifon, which had continued at 
Samiaveram fince the defeat of the French party, which had ad¬ 
vanced a few days before. Early the next morning, Captain Jofeph 
Smith moved with a party from the city, and began to cannonade 
the pagoda of Seringham from acrofs the Caveri, in order to divert 
the French troops from fending a reinforcement to Pitchandah; for 
the attack of which, his fire upon Seringham was to be the fignal. 

The troops from Samiaveram were in time on their ground near 
Pritchandah. The two field-pieces which were to beat down the 
gate were in the road; the oxen were caft off from them, and they 
were to be dragged the reft of the way, which was 50 yards, to a 
choultry within fix yards of the gate. The troops were notdifeo- 
vered until they had got under the vail, and were fixing the fcaling- 
ladders; the garrifon, more numerous than fuppofed, fired hotly 
from the walls, and efpeciallv on the field-pieces. Moft of the Eu¬ 
ropeans in the detachment were foreigners, and none of thole employed 
in bringing on the field-pieces liked the fervice; and to encourage them, 

Vo'.,. II. 4 G Cantain 



The Wah of Coromandel. BookXfI. 

Captain Smith and Lieutenant Horne pulled themfelves at the guns; 
their example brought more affiftance: but of ten, who were at the 
gun with Smith, two were (hot dead, and three wounded, before they 
got them into the choultry, when a few rounds brought down the 
gateway; in this inftant Captain Smith received a ball under his 
(boulder, which totally difabled him. Lieutenant Horne then took his 
place and endeavoured to lead the men to theaflfault, but the detach¬ 
ment had (uttered Co (everely that none would follow, him; he, how¬ 
ever, prevailed on them to abide, and bring off the wounded, and the 
two guns. Soon after, a certain account was received of the ftrength of 
theFrench parties atUtatore, whichappeared an overmatch for the dif- 
pirited troops at Samiaveram: nor could Tritchinopoly (pare a rein¬ 
forcement equal to what the French troops in the ifland might then 
lately (end to aCt in conjunction with thofe coming from Utatore; the 
whole detachment at Samiaveram were therefore recalled, and ar¬ 
rived the fecond of February at Tritchinopoly. Their retreat re¬ 
lieved the French troops in the pagoda of Seringham from 
great diftrefs; for they had little ammunition left, and (height¬ 
ened towards the Caveri by the garriCon of Tritchinopoly, and 
on the other fide of the Coleroon by parties from the en¬ 
campment at Samiaveram, they could neither venture out to (eek, 
nor the country people to bring them in provifions ; fo that all their 
fubfiftence, for (everal days, had been what they had plundered 
from the bramins in the pagoda, whofe houfes they pulled down for 
fire-wood to drefs the victuals they found in them. / 

The French troops at Utatore having waited for fijme ftores, which 
were lagging on the road, did not arrive at Seringham until the 
8th: they were 140 Europeans, five pieces of cahnon, and 600 Se¬ 
poys ; and brought with them a competent (lock of ammunition and 
(pare arms. A day or two after their arrival, 200 of their Euro¬ 
peans, with 600 Sepoys, commanded by Huflan Ally, marched 
againft Totcum, which had been taken for the Nabob on the 26th, 
of December. The garrifon left in it were four companies of 
Sepoys, under the command of two European ferjeants; all’ of 
whom, although there were guns in the fort, behaved very ill, and 

furren- 
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furrendered the place before any impreffion had been made on the 

wall?. 

At the lame time that Mr. Lally recalled the troops from Sering- 
ham, he likewife ordered the fort of Devicotah to be evacuated ; and 
the garrilon, having made feveral breaches in the walls and towers, 
marched away in the beginning of February, but left a company of 
Sepoys in the pagoda of Atchaveram, which Hands five miles inland 
of Devicotah. 

Captain Jofeph Smith, on this intelligence, detached twocompa-' 
nies of Sepoys, under the command of ferjeant Sommers, on whole 
approach the French Sepoys at Atchaveram were reinforced by ano¬ 
ther company from the pagoda of Chilambarum, with which they 
marched out, and met Sommers’s detachment on the plain, who 
routed them completely, taking five Hand of their colours, with four 
of their officers, and, befide the Sepoys who were killed, many were 
drowned in the hurry of croffing the Coleroon. Immediately after 
this encounter, Sommers proceeded, took polTeflion of Devicotah, 
and began to repair the breaches. 

The news of the vifitory at Vandivalh reached Tritchinopoly on 
the 30th of January, and cleared at once the cloud of defpondency 
which had overwhelmed the Nabob ever fince he left Madrafs to 
proceed thither. He pitched his tent, difplaved his great ftandard, 
and declared his intention of returning into the Carnatic ; but 
waited until the French troops ffiould be removed from Sering- 
ham; and his wilh w'as foon gratified; for Mr. Lally, on his 
arrival at Pondicherry, difpatched a lecond order, under the fe- 
vereft penalties of dilobedience, for all the troops between Vol- 
condah and Tritchinopoly to join his army without delay. They 
hoped to conceal their retreat from the garrilon of Tritchino¬ 
poly, and made the preparations with all lecrecy; but fome of 
the Malabars employed by them were natives of this part of the 
country, who, folicitous to fecure pardon, if not favour, with 
the change of government, gave immediate and conftant intelli¬ 
gence to Captain Joleph Smith, w'ho made ready to take Inch advan¬ 
tages as ufually occur, when troops retreating are purfued. The 
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whole body of the French troops were 450 Europeans and Coffrees, 
and 1200 Sepoys; of which 150, with the commiffary, were in the 
pagoda of Jumbakiffna. The retreat was appointed at nine at night, 
on the 6th of February; of which previous intelligence was brought 
to Captain Smith; and almoft the whole garrilon of Tritchinopdiy 
were on the bank of the Caveri, oppofite to the pagoda of Se- 
ringham, ready to move as foon as the enemy. The notices were 
punctual ; and the firft divifion of the Englifh troops entered the 
ibuth gate of the pagoda as the laft of the French were going out of 
the oppofite : the reft of the Englifh troops marched round the pa¬ 
goda to the weft. When all were united on the north fide, they 
advanced to the bank of the Coleroon, and, when nearly oppofite to- 
Pitchandah, heard the found, and thought they faw the motion of a 
line of men marching acrofs them to pals the river. Capt. R. Smith, 
who led the troops of the garrifon, formed in order to receive or at¬ 
tack the ftrangers; but Captain Jofeph coming up bid him not fire, 
becaufe he had ordered the troops of the polygar Tondiman, which 
had for fome time attended the garrifon, to advance between the pa¬ 
godas of Seringham and Jumbakiffna, and what troops they now de- 
feried might as probably be them, as a part of the enemy; who they 
really were, being thole moving from Jumbakiffna to Join their main 
body: they were foon after afeertained by a black fervant of R. 
Smith’s, who had ftraggled into their line, and talking, was an- 
fwered in French. On which the Englifh troops immediately pro¬ 
ceeded, and began to enter the bed of the Coleroon, as the enemy 
were leaving the farther bank, who in their hurry flung away fifty 
barrels of gunpowder, which were recovered; and they deftroyed 
a tumbril of gun-ammunition at Pitchandah. But their line, never 
flopped until' they got to Utatore. The Nabob’s horfe followed, 
hanging in their rear, and continually picked up a deferter or a pri- 
foner, in all 30 Europeans, or fomething belonging to their equi¬ 
pages and ftores ; but the infantry, black and white, halted at Sami- 
averam until the horfe returned, which was the next day; when a 
detachment of 1000 Sepoys, and 50 Europeans, with two guns and a 
cohorn, and part of the Nabob’s horfe, marched under the com¬ 
mand; 
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mand of Lieutenant Home, againfl: Totcum and Cortalum : at the 
lame time, all the other troops returned from Samiaveram to Trit- 
chinopoly ; and, befides what had been gathered in the road, brought 
in two excellent 18-pounders, which the enemy had left in the pa¬ 
goda of Seringham. The Nabob, folicitous to make his new ap¬ 
pearance in the Carnatic with as much figure as pofliblc, requeued 
Joleph Smith to go and afk 500 horfe of the king of Tanjorc. The 
king was ill, and with difficult)- admitted the vifit, but promifed 
every thing, and referred the adjuftment to his Dubbeer, or minifter,. 
which, amongft the Indians, j.s equivalent to the Duan of the Ma- 
homedan princes. The Dubbeer, notwithftanding the late fucccffes 
of the Englifh arms, infilled, that the Nabob fhould furnifh the 
pay and expences, which he knew would not be complied with; and 
Captain Smith returned, as lie had expected, without obtaining a 
hngle horlenvan. In the mean time, HafTan Ally had abandoned 
Torium, on the appearance of Lieutenant Home’s detachment, but 
went aw ay with the garrilon, which were 400 Sepoys, to reinforce 
Cortalum. Lieutenant Horne followed him ; and here the enemy 
made a /land for three days, until a battery was railed, when they 
all \,« r.t «.lf in the night, leaving a gain and lbme ammunition in 
the fort. Some Sepoys were polled in both, and the reft of the de¬ 
tachment returned to the city; where the Nabob was making, with 
ac'cuftomed tedioufnefs, the preparations for his departure. 

The ravages which had been committed by the Englifh cavalry, 
in the diftracts mound Pondicherry, brought forth a part of the, 
Fren'h troops from Vaidoor; but not before the cavalry were gone 
ofl with their plunder. Tlie French detachment leeing nothing to 
oppoft them, advanced within 20 miles of Carangoly ; which, on 
intelligence of their approach, the Prcfidency reinforced with 4c 
Europeans. Captain Prefton lead already been lent to command 
there ; and on 1 be 6th of February Colonel Cootc had detached 
500 black horfe, and 20 buffers, from the liege of Arc.st, with 
orders, if Prefton Ihould think proper, to lead them agumfl the 
enemy’s detachment, who, gaining intelligence of their march be¬ 
fore they had reached Carangoh, retreated l'aft ; and on the Sth, 27 
luifliirs with their horles defected and came to Vandivalh, where 

they 
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they were enlifted in the Englifh fervice. Mr. Lally, on hearing 
that his detachment was retreating, and that Arcot was preffed, 
took a Hidden refolution of marching with all the reft of the ca¬ 
valry, in order, as he gave out, either to throw reinforcements 
into Arcot, or to retake Chittapett by furprize, and releafe the 
wounded prifoners there ; but the cavalry, when drawn out, mu¬ 
tinied, refufed to proceed with him, and all went out of the bounds, 
as if they intended to go over to the Englilh garrifons; their officers 
however brought them back ; but fuch was the general difeontent 
for want of pay, that i'everal of the common foldiers were over¬ 
heard, in the night of the nth, propofmg among themfelves to 
turn the guns in the ramparts againft the government houle, as the 
only means of bringing Mr. Lally to reafon. He immediately re- 
prelented the clepofitions of the witnefles to Mr. De Leyrit and the 
Council, who, having no money in the public treatury, propoled ex¬ 
pedients, which Mr. Lally did not approve. All the country in the 
rear of Vandivaffi and Chittapett, quite up to Pondicherry, had 
been let for five years to two of the European inhabitants of the cos. 
lonv, at the rent of 1,450,000 rupees a year: they were applied to 
in this exigency, and anfwered, that they had no money, having 
been difappointed of much they expedited by the lots of Vandivafh 
and Chittapett; on which the Malabar, to whom Mr. Lally had 
rented the diftrifts round Arcot, whilft they remained under his au¬ 
thority, offered to advance 50,000 rupees in ten days, and 80,000 in 
twenty more, if what remained oft the diftriiSts let to the two Eu¬ 
ropeans were leafed out to him, with the addition of all the coun¬ 
try to the fouth of Pondicherry, as far as Chillambaruro and the 
banks of the Coleroou. His propofal was accepted; but the pre- 
fent affiftance he iupplied could not ferve long, and the future de¬ 
pended on the protection of the countries: they were farmed to 
him at 1,750,000 rupees a year. 

This arrangement was not approved by the council, becaufe they 
doubted of the credit and integrity of the Malabars; and, perhaps, 
becaufe it was a fuperceflioii of their own authority in the admini- 
ftration of the revenues. Immediately after, arrived intelligence of 
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1760. they arrived at Chittapett, when intelligence was received from 1 
February. Stephen Smith, that he had got pofleffion of the pettah of Tri- 
nomaly; but that the troops in the fort feemed refolved to hold 
out. The pettah could not be maintained without the fort; and the 
pofleffion of the fort was at this juncture of much conlequence,' as its 
detachments might harafs and interrupt convoys of proviftons 
coming from the country in the rear of the army, when advanced 
to the louthward. Colonel Coote therefore reinforced Stephen Smith 
with two twelve-pounders, and 50 Europeans, who were French 
deferters lately incorporated into a company under the command 
of one of their own ierjeants; they were called the French Volun¬ 
teers, and were intended to be employed 011 hazardous fervices ; but 
this did not prove one; for, although the guns could not breach, 
the garrifon offered on the 29th to give up the fort, if they were 
permitted to march out free whither they pleafed, with their arms 
and baggage; their terms were accepted : they were 250 Sepoys, 
and left fix pieces of cannon, and a confiderable quantity of ammu¬ 
nition, in the fort. Of the Engliffi detachment, one of the volun¬ 
teers and a Lafcar were killed, and a Sepoy wounded, during the 
attack. 

O11 the 23d, Rear-Admiral Cornifh arrived at Madrafs, with fix 
ffiips of the line. They were the fquadron which had failed under 
his command from England, and met Mr. Pococke, with his fhips, 
off Pondicherry in Oftober, whom they accompanied to Tellicherry : 
from whence they failed again for the coaft of Coromandel on the 
15th of December, whilft Mr. Pococke, with his own, was proceed¬ 
ing to Bombay. Contrary winds and currents had retarded their pal'- 
fages from one coaft to the other. The crews had received very- 
little refrefhment from land ever fince they left England about this 
time in the preceding year, and many were down with the fcurvy. 

The army marched from Chittapett 00 the 26th, linking acrofs 
the country to the s. e. On the 29th in the forenoon they arrived 
and halted at Tondivanum, a town of much refort, at which meet 
the high roads leading from Chittapett, Vattdivafti, Outramalore, 
and Carangoly, towards Pondicherry, Jkom which place it is 30 
** miles 
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miles diftant to the N. e. In the other direction of the country, 
it Hands nearly midway between Gingee and Alamparvah on the 
iea-fhore; and on its left, five miles towards Alamparvah, is a forti¬ 
fied rock, called Permacoil. The wars between the two nations 
having never before brought any decifion before this place, if had 
hitherto remained neglected by both: But as foon as the French 
army fell back towards Pondicherry, Permacoil became of impor¬ 
tance to the protection of the intermediate diftriCts; and Mr. La'ily, 
immediately after the defeat of Vandivafh, had prevailed on the 
Kelladar to admit a party, with fome cannon, into his fort; but the 
eafy reduction of Chittapett and Arcot made the Kelladar repent of 
his haity compliance; and, as foon as the Englifh army were return¬ 
ing from Arcot to the fouthward, he wrote to Colonel Coote, pre¬ 
tending, that the French party had got into his fort by furprize, ad- 
vifed him to attack it, and promifed ail the affiftance in his power; 
and Colonel Coote refolved to try the fincerity of his profeffions. 

In this intention, he let off before the army in the laid march to 
Tondivanum, with mold of the cavalry and two companies of Sepoys, 
and arriving there before day-break went on to reconnoitre Per¬ 
macoil. Befides the fortified rock, lie others of lefs height before 
and behind it; the direction in length of the whole plot is 1200 
yards, and extends from the n.e. to the s.w.: the s.w. end of the rocks 
lay neareld to Tondivanum; but Colonel Coote, having no guide, fol¬ 
lowed the held ground, which brought him to the north-eaft end, 
oppofite to the northern face of the pettah, which lies under the 
weldern fide of the rock of Permacoil, and extends beyond it under 
part of the other rocks to the north. When near, the troops were 
fired upon by cannon from the nearefd tower on the rock, and bv 
field-pieces and mulketry from the walls of the pettah below. Soon 
after came a man, commiffioned by the Kellidar, who informed Co¬ 
lonel Coote, that the French in the fort were 50 Europeans, 30 Cof- 
frees, and 50 Sepoys; that they had got home guns up the rock; but 
that four large pieces of cannon, which arrived the day before, were 
ftill remaining in the pettah below; and offered to conducd them to 
the gate; for, although the pettah was under the main rocks, the 
Vol. II. 4 H plain 
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1760. plain on all tides round the walls was encumbered with large fp&g- 
yZbrZry. meuts, which might afford flicker to the approach. Colonel Coots 
immediately followed the guide with the Sepoys, ordering the boric- 
to form, and keep on the left, under cover of the main rocks to 
the n. e. 

The rock on which the fort of Permacoil ftands does not extend,, 
even at its bafe.more than 500yards in length. In breadth, it is at the 
northern end about 400 yards, at the fouthern not morethan 200: its 
height is likewife various, being at the narrow end 300 perpendicular 
feet, and diminifliing by (lopes and declivities to 200 at the other. Of 
thcic differences in the height, there is one mere particularly marked, 
which crofles in a natural zig-zag of two re-entering angles, about 
the middle of the mountain, and all the ground to the eaftward 
behind this ridge is 30 feet higher than the other part before it to 
the weft ward. This eaftern part is the upper, and the only real 
fort; being inclofed and fortified with high done walls and towers 
ftrongly built. The other inclofure, although called the lower fort, 
is only furroutitled with a wall of loofe ftones, and was principally 
intended for the immediate refuge of the cattle and inhabitants on 
fudden alarm. The rock falls every where (o deep, that the area of 
the fortified furface above is equal to half the bafe below. The ad¬ 
jacent rocks before and behind are not high enough to carry any 
detriment to its fortifications. 

Colonel Coote with the Sepoys, led by the guide, took port behind 
fome rocks oppofite to the gateway in the north face of the pettah,. 
which ftands nearly in the middle of the rampart. Two large pieces 
of cannon, mounted on field-carriages, were (landing at the entrance 
of the gateway, which was in the left fide of its projection ; and fome 
Coffrees and Europeans, with two field-pieces, were on the tower 
juft behind to protect them- This guard, knowing that the cavalry 
in the rear could not aft on the ground where the Sepoys were, 
ventured to fally. Colonel Coote ordered Enfign Carty to meet them, 
wkh one of the companies of Sepoys; which turned out with great 
alacrity, gave their fire, and advanced to the bayonet. The French 
party, ftartled by -their refolution, tan back, and were followed fo 

dofe 



Book XIL Permacoil. 607 

■clofe by Carty’s company, and they by Colonel Coote with, the 1 7 60 . 
other, that the fugitives made no (land at the gateway, but con- 
tinued their flight, ft ill purfued, through the pettah, to the foot of 
the rock at the farther end, where fteps were cut winding up to the 
upper fort, by which they efcaped into it; but Colonel O’Kennedy, 
the commander, who was at the fteps, and lame with old wounds, 
had very nearly been taken. Here were lying two twenty-four 
pounders, of which the garrifon had burnt the carriages, bccaufe 
there was no path to draw, and no means to raife them, into the 
fort. As loon as the pettah was cleared of the enemy’s guards, Co¬ 
lonel Coote polled the Sepoys in the beft Ihelter the houfes afforded 
againft the fire of the camion in the upper fort, and the mufke- 
try from the lower, which recommenced immediately, and conti¬ 
nued through the day. The horfe were diftributed, fome under the 
walls of the pettah, ready to diimount and affift, if any defcent 
fhould be made; and the reft in different guards round the hills. In 
the evening came up fix companies of Sepoys, with the French Vo¬ 
lunteers, and an eight-inch howitz, from Tondivanum: the enemy 
continued their fire through the night, and fmall parties came .down 
the fide of the rocks, who threw grenades, and fired mulketry, by 
which a Sepoy was killed, and nine, with three Europeans, wound¬ 
ed before the morning; no lols had been fuflained in the day. All 
the return was from the howitz, which did no damage in either of 
the forts. 

-Before morning pioneers and tools arrived, and fufficient cover 
for the whole was formed with earth thrown up and houfes broken 
down; during which fome were employed in raffing and fixing the 
two pieces of cannon, one after the other, to tranfporting carriages, 
jo order to carry them off, which was not executed without diffi¬ 
culty and time; during which, the enemy fired down grenades and 
mufketty, but did^no milchief. 

In the afternoon Colonel Coote fummoned O’Kennedy, who lent 
down one of his men to receive the letter, and anfwered it with a 
•temperate negative; on which Colonel Coote refolved to furprizc 
.the lower |brt. .Two guides belonging to the Kellidar offered to 
4 H 2 lhew 
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blew the path leading up the north fide of the hill, which being eke 
tremely rugged am! difficult, was-not likely to be fulpedled; they 
proceeded with two companies of Sepoys at eight at night; at- the 
fame time a platoon of Conte’s grenadiers, with another company of 
Sepo\.% went up the fteps leading from the pettah to the back ofgfre 
upper fort, which made a fulle attack to divert the enemy from the 
real, which were forty minutes in gaining the lummit, when the 
i <1 g >t over the wall before they were difeovered. The 
enemy’.-; guards conliftcd chiefly of Sepoys, and all of them aftonifh* 
cd l)v the firft fire ran away from their different ftations,. and rc~ 
gained die upper fort, where Colonel O’Kennedy, ignorant of the 
numbers which had got into the lower, and perplexed by the falfe 
attack, would not rilque a fally which might have recovered the 
leis; but kept up a hot fire upon them by gueil from the defences 
along the ridge which ftparates the upper from the lower fort; but 
with no elTed, for the choultries and rocks riling every where af¬ 
forded flicker. The guides, as foon as the party was eftablifhed, 
came down with information of their fuccels to Colonel Coote, who 
was waiting at the foot of the path, with the pioneer company, and 
the Volunteers of France, provided with ladders, gabions, and faf- 
cines, and immediately proceeded with them up the hill; where as 
foon as they had joined the party above, the whole proceeded acrofs 
the lower f«rt, to efcalade the fortifications along the ridge, not- 
witliftanding the garrifon was prepared to receive them. The ridge 
might be alcended without clambering. The grenadiers carried the 
ladders; the reft followed, ready to mount, and in the mean time 
fired up againft the parapet; from which the fire inftantly became 
excelTively hot. The ladders that were firft applied proved too 
fhort; it was fuppofed they would anfwer better in other parts, to 
which they were removed, and tried, with as little fuccefs. Never- 
thelefs the conteft continued half an hour; and the Sepoys behaved 
with as much eagernels as the Europeans, but many dropping or 
dilabled, Colonel Coote orderecl.the affault to ceafe. He received a 
wound in the knee; his aid-de-camp. Captain Adams, Was fhot 
through the hip; a ferjeant of the pioneers, one of the French Vc*- 

lunteers,. 
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luuteers, and leven Sepoys, were killed; 16 Europeans and 25 Se¬ 
poys were wounded : in the falfe attack on the upper fort, two 
Sepoys were wounded, and Enlign Blakeney was killed. The next 
day, which was the 3d of the month, the fire of the fort dimi- 
nilhed conliderably, as it was fuppofed, and rightlv, from fcarcity 
of ammuuiton. At noon, a letter came from Colonel O’Kennedy 
requelling a collation of 24 hours, to obtain Mr. Lally’s orders con¬ 
cerning the lurrender : this was refilled, and foon after he fent ano¬ 
ther letter requefting the honours of war, which were likewife de¬ 
nied. Several Europeans and Sepoys were killed and wounded 
through the day and night. Before noon of the. next day, which, 
was the fifth of the attack, a brafs fix-pounder was got up the hill 
with much difficulty by Captain Barker. There tvere two choultries 
in the lower fort, Handing 100 yards from the ridge and ram¬ 
part, which divide it from the upper: one of thefe choultries was 
near the wall which runs along the edge of the rock on the fide 
over the pettah; and in this choultry the field-piece was planted ; 
the other was a few yards on the left,, which flickered thole 
wtiom it was not necelTary to expofe. The defences in the up¬ 
per fort immediately oppofite to the choultries lay in a large re-en¬ 
tering angle, at the two extremities of -which was a round tower,, 
one on the edge of the rock overlooking the pettah, the other about 
the middle of the ridge, which from hence falls back in another zig¬ 
zag out of fight of the choultries. The gate leading into the upper fort 
was on the left of the tower in the middle of the ridge. The field- 
piece managed by Captain Barker battered, firing upwards out of the 
choultry, againft the gate and the parapet of the tower, both which 
were ruined before night; but the garrifon had.heaped earth at the 
back of the gate, which continued to flop the entrance. Many of 
thole expofed in this fervice luffered. New Icaling-ladclers had been 
provided; and the next morning, as the troops were preparing; to ad¬ 
vance with them, the garrifon beat the chamade, and furrendered 
at difcretion. They were fifteen European gunners, chofen men, 
32 Coflrees, and 100 Sepoys : only one of each had been killed. 
There were in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, but not ammunition 

either 
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t;6o. either For them or the mulketry fufficient to have flood the aftaulfc, 
nor had the garrifon two days provifion left. The total lofs and ca« 
lnalties of the Englifti, through the attack, were four Europeans 
killed and 15 wounded, of the Sepoys 40 and 70; thefe troops had 
never behaved fo well; of their killed, one was the Subadhar, equi¬ 
valent to the Captain of a company, and two were Jemidars, the 
next rank of officers. The gallantry of Bulwanfing, who was the 
fetiior of the whole body in camp, was rewarded with a gold medal. 
The Kellidar, for his fervices, was continued in the fort, in which 
were left a company of Sepoys, with 12 Europeans and a lieutenant. 
A large detachment of the French army had advanced as far as Ma- 
nour, within feven miles of Permacoil, and were in motion to throw 
in a confiderable reinforcement of men and ftores, at the very hour 
they heard of the arrival of the Englilh army at Tondivanum, on 
which they retreated towards Pondicherry. 

On the 7th, Colonel Coote went from the camp at Tondivanum, 
with the cavalry, black as well as Europeans, and fix companies of 
Sepoys, to difeover near the bounds of Pondicherry. The diftance 
to the bound-hedge was 20 miles; and the Sepoys, after marching 
to, wanted reft, and were left in the village of Triehimungalum. 

The French troops which had been detached to the relief of Per¬ 
macoil, had, on their retreat, encamped four mHes to the weft of 
the town, and three from the bound-hedge. A large collection of 
land-hills, of which the whole together is called the red-hills, rifes 
' about half a mile from the fea-ftiore, and a mile and half to the north 
of the town : they extend four miles to the weftward,and the laft hill, 
where they ceafe on this fide, is called Perimbe: acrofs from north 
to fouth they extend two miles, and have paflable dales between; 
directly oppofite to the fide of Perimbe, ftands the Fort of Villenore, 
a ftrong out-poft, fituated near the north bank of the river of Arain- 
copang, which falls into the lea about 500 yards from the wall of Pon¬ 
dicherry, and in its courle from Villenore forms a curve to the fouth. 
The Red-hill, on the other fide the plain, recedes to the N. e. from 
.Perimbe to its end towards the fea. So that the interval between 
Villenore and Perimbe is the nanweft part of the plain between 
* the 
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the river and the Red-hill, being here fcarcely more than a mile, 1760. 
whereas farther back it is three. The plain as far as the bound- 
hedge was occupied by country houfes, enclofures, avenues, and 
arable ground. The market of the French troops was in the village 
under Villenore. Temporary barracks for the European cavalry had 
been railed on the hill of Perimbe. Their foot and artillery were 
difperfed in the houfes and enclofures which occupied the lpace be¬ 
tween. 

Colonel Coote proceeded with the cavalry from Trichimungalum r 
not in the high road which palfeth by Valdore, but acrofs the coun¬ 
try to the left, and came in about the middle of the Red-nill, and 
palling through its dales appeared on the outward ridge between Pe¬ 
rimbe and the bound-hedge. The enemy had gained notice of his 
approach, but not of the force which accompanied him; and, ima¬ 
gining that it confifted of foot as well as horfe, fufpefled likewife that 
tlie main body of both might be marching to get between them and 
the bound-hedge, and impede their retreat into the limits. In this 
perfuafion, all their infantry got into march with much hurry and 
confufion, to gain the avenue uearefl: the Red-hill, which, as well 
as another on its right, leads to the bound-hedge: they moved with 
all their field-pieces in front, to oppofe the luppofed danger, which, 
if real would have been the greateft: but the European horfe, which 
were 250 in three fquadrons, remained on the hill of Perimbe to ob- 
fcrve and protect their rear. Colonel Coote fufpe&ed the error which., 
occafioned the diforder he oblerved in the infantry, and as faft as 
his troops came up ordered the European horfe-, which were 
only 80, with three fquadrons of the blacks, to advance, and keep 
the enemy’s cavalry in check, whilft he himfelf, with the main 
body, crolled over to the avenue, in which the laft of their infantry 
were entering; in whole rear he hung, having thus feparated them, 
from their cavalry, who, feeing their danger, retreated before the 
divilion advancing again!! them, to gain the other fide of the ave¬ 
nue on the right of their infantry, whofc flanks were already pro¬ 
tected from the cavalry with Colonel Coote by the ditch on each 
fide. Colonel Coote following the infantry, often advanced within 
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1760. 40 yards, to draw their fire ; but the grenadier? of : Lorr.ain, wfad 

formed the rear-guard, reltrved it with much difbipline. At length,. 
a ' L1 however, the forerr.oft troop of horfe, led by AfFafbcg, a Jemidar 
of great ipirit, broke in upon a platoon, and cut down feveiiof them; 
but the next troop drew up their bridles, and were afraid to follow 
the impreliion, which otherwife promiled to break the whole co¬ 
lumn, which recovered, and continued its w’ay as before, until they 
had palled the bound-hedge, under the redoubt of Valdore, which 
terminates the avenue along which they were marching, when the 
lire of the redoubt was left free, and Colonel Coote flopped the 
puriuit. In the mean while, the other divifion under the com¬ 
mand of Captain De Duke, had eroded over to the village of Vil- 
lenore, and routed the market-people there without refinance, and 
the black horfe with him, joined by more from the main body, 
collected all worth the while they could carry off, and drove before 
them all the cattle. The whole affembled again on the bill of Pe-j 
rimbe, where they fet lire to the barracks, and the carriage of an 
eighteen pounder, for want of proper bullocks to draw it off In 
the afternoon, the whole returned to Tritchimungalum, intending 
to reft the night there ; but a corporal of the dragoons deferting, 
they removed five miles farther hack to Manoor; from hence Co¬ 
lonel Coote lent orders to Major Monfon, to march the army from 
Tondivanum againft Alamparvah, 

Tire next dav he moved lihnlelf to Taliaveram, which is five miles 
from Manoor to the N. E. on the road towards Permacoil; but few 
of the black horfe accompanied him; they were all dilperfed to fe- 
cure or lell the plunder they had got the day before. They, how¬ 
ever, came back on the 9th, and he proceeded with them from 'Jfalia- 
veram again to the bound-hedge of Pondicherry, and obierved very 
nearly, without annoyance. On his return, he went to Conymere, 
where he met Mr. Bufly by appointment, who had been recalled on 
his parole to Madrals, in order to be lent to Europe, in compliance 
.with the earneft importunity of the Nabob, who regarded him 
ns fraught with more dangerous refources than all his other ene¬ 
mies, and faid that if he became free, and commanded, he would 

protract 
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protraft the war ten years. On the ioth Colonel Coote came to 1760. 
Alamparvah, which the army had inverted the day before; but the 
wound he had received at Permacoil was fo much exafperated by 
his late fatigue, that he could not any longer ftir without danger, 
he therefore ordered Colonel Monfon to carry on the fiege of Alam¬ 
parvah, but ftill continued in the camp. 

The fort of Alamparvah ftands on the fea-fhore, about 20 miles 
e. n. e. of Tondivanum, 15 e. of Permacoil, and 24 to the n. of 
Pondicherry. It formerly belonged to the Nabobs of the province; 
and was given to Mr. Dupleix by Murzafajing in 1750. It has 
many wells of good water, which is not to be found in all parts 
of the coart: fo near the fea. The fort was of ftone, fquare, of mo¬ 
derate extent, with four round towers at the angles, a parapeted 
fauflebray, and a wet ditch, but without a glacis. A pettah ex¬ 
tends along the ftrand to the north, and fronts within 250 yards of 
the fort. An eight-inch howitz bombarded; and a ricochet bat¬ 
tery of two guns, to enfdade the north front from the weft, was 
begun in the night, and finilhed before morning; during which, a 
lerjeant of pioneers and a Sepoy were killed. In the enfuing night, 
another battery of three eighteen-pounders was finithed in the pet¬ 
tah, to batter the tower in the weft angle of the north face; and 
the lofs during thefe 24 hours, was Lieutenant Angus, of Coote’s 
regiment, and a grenadier killed. Both batteries opened together at 
day-light on the 12th, and in three hours difmounted moft of the 
guns, and ruined the whole line of defence; and in the afternoon 
the Chevalier Viart, who commanded, furrendered at difcretion. 

The garrifon, befides himfelf, a Lieutenant, and a lurgeon, were 
50 Europeans, and 150 Sepoys. During the attack, three of 
their Europeans had been killed, and twelve wounded. There were 
in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, a howitz, and abundance of am¬ 
munition. 

The feafon was now advancing, when the French fquadron might 
be expected from the iflands. The lofs of Alamparvah deprived them 
of the only ftation under their command to the northward, and Ka- 
rical remained the only one they had to the fouthward of Pondi- 

Vol. II. 4 I cherry; 





I jt f. War of Coromandel. Book XII. 

cimiv; but the importance of Karical rofe with the feafon, and the 
one rea til in diftrdles of the capital; for becoming, with the change 
of the monlooi), the windward ftation, all their veffels arriving on 
the coaft midit get their firfc intelligence here, and, if the road 
were not occupied by a fuperior force, were always fure of water, 
and freth provilions from the fort, which the foreign fettlements of 
Ncgapatam and Tranqucbar might or might not fupply. The 
grain of the diftncls, which was confulerahle, was gathered, and, 
with what might be purchafed in the plentiful country of Tanjore, 
would become a great refource to Pondicherry, continually lofmg its 
own dlftriQs by the l'ucceffes of the army; for it might be con¬ 
veyed from Karical in the boats of the country, which, favoured by 
the wind and current, would almoft make the paffage in a night, 
and with little riiipie, even if diicovered and purfued, as they can 
keep clofe to the turf, in thallow foundings, and along the ffiore 
iwell of the fea, where veffels of European conftru&ion feldom 
chufe to venture. The French government already repented of the 
lots of fuch another poffeffion in Devicotah, although not com¬ 
manding equal advantages; and had made a ftrong attempt to re¬ 
cover it. On the 24th of February, a detachment from Chilam- 
brum of 30 troopers, 40 European infantry, and 400 Sepoys, with 
two field-pieces, inverted the fort. On the 27th, they were joined 
by' 80 Europeans and Coffrees from Pondicherry, when the whole in¬ 
trenched themfelves within 200 yards of the walls. The breaches 
which their garrifon had made when they abandoned it, were not 
completely repaired; and on the 29th in the morning, the enemy made 
an affault on that which was moft pradticable; the fire lafted an hour, 
when they were repulfed, with the lofs, as the ferjeant fuppoied, of 
two officers, and 20 of their Europeans and Coffrees, and more of 
their Sepoys killed and wounded. They, however, during their ftay, 
and on their retreat, fent and carried away a confiderable quantity of 
grain, which had juft been got up from the harveft of the diftridls. 

The Prefidency of Madrals now became anxious to get poffeffion 
of Karical, before the French fquadron ffiould arrive on the coaft; 
but, as it was intended that the army ihould as foon as poffi- 

ble 
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blc encamp near Pondicherry, in order to intercept all convoys of j 760. 
provifions from the adjacent country, a body of troops fufficient for 
the attack of Karical could not be fpared from the camp, without 
fruftrating the other intention. Admiral Cornifh contributed to al¬ 
leviate part of the difficulty, by offering to proceed with all the 
men of war which had arrived with him, and to land their marines, 
which were about 300; the Prelidency provided for the reft. All the 
artillery and ftores for the liege, with the Chief Engineer, Mr. Call, 
and a few gunners, were to be fent in the Ihips from Madrafs. Co¬ 
lonel Monlon, who was to command, was to embark from Alam- 
parvah, with the company of pioneers, which confifted of 50 choice 
Europeans, and with Captain Barker to direft the artillery. Captain 
Jofeph Smith, who was elcorting the Nabob from Tritchinopoly, 
was ordered to reinforce his detachment from this garrifon to the 
ftrength of 1000 Sepoys, 100 European firelocks, 40 artillery-men, 
and fix field-pieces; with this force, he was to march away from 
wherever he might be, with all expedition; and either inveft or lay 
before Karical, as circumftances permitted, until the arrival of the 
Ihips. Captain Richard Smith, appointed to command in Tritchi¬ 
nopoly after the departure of Jofeph, was to fend from thence, 
through the country of Tanjore, Lafcars for the fervice of the artil¬ 
lery, 500 Coolies to pull and carry burthens, tents, doolies for the 
lick and wounded, and cattle for provifions to the fquadron as well 
as the troops on fhore. The king of Tanjore was requefted to fend 
his troops, and every kind of affiftance. 

The Nabob, notwithftanding his eagernefs to appear at the head 
of an army in the Carnatic immediately after the vifitory of Vandi- 
valh, was not ready to move from Tritchinopoly until the 18th of 
March, 40 days after he had received intelligence of that fuccefs, 
and a month after the French had abandoned the pagodas of Sering- 
ham. Befides the detachment from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly, 
he was accompaned by 1000 horfe, 1000 Sepoys, and a greater 
number of various forts of good-for-nothing infantry, entertained by 
himfelf. They arrived at Volcondah on the 20th, from whence he 
was folicitous to proceed towards Arcot; but Captain Jofeph Smith, 
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which could be recovered ; but the lofs of the provifions was by far 
the greateft detriment to the enemy. 

Major Monfon, with the pioneers and their equipments, embarked 
in the Falmouth from Alamparvah on the 25th; they anchored in 
tiie road of Karical at day-break on the 28th, when the Captain of 
the Falmouth, Mathifon, went in his boat with Major Monfon to 
reconnoitre the fliore. They difcovered no figns, cither of the peo¬ 
ple expended from Richard Smith at Tritchinopoly, or the detach¬ 
ment with Captain Jofeph ; whole inflrudlions had not reached 
them in time to be as yet fulfilled. At eight o’clock, the fquadron, 
which had likewife tailed from Madrafs on the 25th, appeared. 
Major Monfon went on board Mr. Cornith’s foip, and it was .agreed, 
notwithflanding they were entirely ignorant of the place, and difap- 
pointed of the troops they expelled to meet, to make the landing 
immediately. Fifteen maffoolas accompanied the fhips ; they took 
in 1 70 of the troops, betides the M-acoas, who are the black fellows 
that row them; thefe formed the firft divifion, and were towed to 
the furf by the yawls and pinnaces of the fhips, which, betides their 
rowers, took as many foldiers as they could carry, who formed the 
fecond divifion: all thefe fleered for the fhore, live miles to the north 
of the fort. The third divifion of the troops embarked in the long¬ 
boats, which were rigged with tails, and proceeded clofe to the furf, 
oppofite to the fort, and the mouth of a river which leads to it, 
where they were to appear as if intending to land by pufiling over 
the bar of the river, which was not impracticable. 

A fmall fnow and a floop, which drew little water, and mounted 
guns, anchored as clofe as they could oppofite to a village half-way 
between the real landing and the long-boats. As foon as the yawls 
and pinnaces reached the furf, they dropped their graplings, and call 
off the maffoolas, which immediately rowed afhore, and landed the 
troops in them; then returned, and landed the fecond divifion out 
of the other boats, when a fignal was flung out, on which the 
long-boats came down, failing fall with the wind and current, and 
the troops in them were likewife landed all together by the maffoolas y 
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the whole without the appearance of any oppofition intended by 
the garrifon. As foou as all were on (hore, they advanced to the 
village oppofite to which the two fmall veilels were at anchor, and 
received by catamarans two four-pounders, which belonged to the 
(loop, and were mounted on (hip-carriages; for the reliance on the 
field-pieces expected with Jofeph Smith had prevented any from be¬ 
ing embarked at Madrafs. They palled the night in the village 
without alarm; and early in the morning moved on to take poffel- 
fion of the pettah of Karical, which lay on the north fide of the 
fort. It was a fpacious town, feparated from the fort by an elpla- 
nadc of 100 yards; regular works had been traced round the other 
three tides, which on the weft had been raifed to four feet above the 
ground, but the baftion in the north-weft angle was completed, and 
converted into a clofed redoubt, which mounted nine guns, and had 
a good ditch all round, and a draw-bridge ; it was called Fort Dau¬ 
phin : the reft of the north line was, open, as was the fide to the 
eaft. The troops advancing from the north, without a guide or in¬ 
telligence, fell under fire of Fort Dauphin, by which two men were 
killed, and two wounded, before the whole line got under fhelter of 
the buildings in the pettah; which they entered without meeting 
any interruption in the ftreets. They took poll in the church-yard; 
which lay about 200 yards from the eaft fide of the pettah, and 
about the fame diftance from the line of houles fronting the fort. 
They found about them plenty of provifions, as well in the hcrnfes 
of the natives, as of the French inhabitants. 

The fort of Karical (lands 300 yards from the fea-(hore ; a river 
coming from the weft ftrikes when oppofite to the weft fide of the 
fort in a curve to the fouth, which continues until oppofite to the 
eaft fide at the diftance of 500 yards, when the channel turning 
again dire&ly to the eaft, in 100 yards more difembogues into 
the (ea. The fort was an oblong fquare, completely fortified, but 
had the greateft of defe&s, the want of (pace: for its internal area, 
exclufive of the four baftions, was no move than too yards from'w. 
to e. and only 50 from n. tos. The baftions admitted- only three 
3 guns. 
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guns in their faces, but each of the four curtains was covered by a 1760. 

ravelin much more fpacious than the baftions, and mounting; fix. A 'TT''T y 
... ,11 . b , March, 

w et ditch ran between the three curtains to the N. w. and s. and 

their ravelins; but on the eaft face the ditch furrounded the ravelin 
likewife, and dry ground occupied the fpace between the rear of this 
ravelin and the eaft curtain, continuing round the two baftions in 
an excellent fauffebray, from the interior angles of which the ravelin 
projected. A covered way well palifaded, and a complete glacis, fur- 
rounded the whole, neverthelefs the exterior extent, meaiuring acrofs 
from the foot of the glacis, was in the longeft direction, that from 
E. to w. not more than 200 yards ; and the pettah outftretched this 
face 200 yards on either hand. The garrifon had lately deftroyed 
the line of buildings in the pettah, which fkirted the efplanade, and 
had been fuffered to rife within 60 yards of the foot of the glacis; 
but this demolition added only a fpace of 40 yards to the efplanade, 
and that not clear; for the rubbifh not being yet removed frill 
afforded lome fhelter. 

As foon as the Englifh troops had taken poflefhon of the pettah, 

Mr. Call, with the pioneers, marched, and took poftefiion of a la- 
luting-battery, which lay near the mouth of the riv er, where was 
likewife the flag-ftaff for the road. The fort fired fiercely as they 
were palling, but did no harm; and in the night the pioneers be¬ 
gan to conftruft a battery near the river on the efplanade, which 
was clear quite up to where the river changes from the curve it has 
made, and ftrikes ftraight to the fea: they were not interrupted in 
their work; neither did the troops in the pettah receiv e any alarm 
from the garrifon. The next evening a ten-inch mortar was landed, 
and at ten at night began to bombard Fort Dauphin. The range 
was exactly gained at the firft fhell, and only thirteen were fired 
before the guard, confifting of 50 men, abandoned it; and, know¬ 
ing ways of which the Englifh troops were not apprized, gained the 
fort without interruption. About the fame time twelve gunners 
fent from Pondicherry, who had landed at Tranquebar, got into the 
fort, notwithftanding a company of marines were looking out for 
them, who kept too far from the fea-fhore, whilft the gunners tra¬ 
velled. 
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i ~ho. veiled alojirr the beach until they came to the river, when they con- 
Tbrd! ihuicd mifler the ban!, unperceived by the pioneers employed in con- 
fi ruling the battery. 

The covet afforded by the. pettah determined the attack to be 
carried on againft the north face of the fort; and the greater extent 
of the efplanadc to the caff, which is 500 yards (whereas to the 
welf it is interrupted by tire curve of the river at 300) gave the pre¬ 
ference of the enfilade from the cafl:, which of confequence deter¬ 
mined the breach to he in the north-eaft bafHon, and on its north 
face. Accordingly, three batteries were marked out in the pettah, 
one to breach, and one on each hand to take off the defences; in 
the battery to the eatl, two of the guns enfiladed the north line 
in its whole length, and the other two plunged into the oppofite 
ravelin, and acrols into the ravelin on the louth: fo that everv part 
of the fort would be laid under fire. Sailors were landed with the 
heavy artillery from the lhips, and aflifted in drawing them, and in 
the other fervices ufually allotted to bullocks and coolies; for all the 
neighbouring villages were deicrted, and fuppiied neither man nor 
beaft; and no tidings arrived of the Captain Joieph Smith’s detach¬ 
ment, nor of the affiftance expefted from the garrifon of Tritchi- 
nopoly; and the king of Tanjore avoided all correfpondence with 
the armament. 

Captain Joieph Smith received the orders of the prefidenev on the 
25th, the day he was fetting out with the Nabob from Volcondah, 
againft Thiagar; he immediately turned his march to Kerica! ; and 
the Nabob, unwilling to remain with only his own troops in the 
middle of the Carnatic, determined to march with the detachment. 
The neareft road leading from Volcondah towards Karical falls upon 
the Coleroon, 30 miles n. n. w. of the city of Tanjore. Having 
croflfed the river, which is there fpacious, you continue to Comba- 
conum, which ftands five miles farther, on the bank of the firft arm 
of theCaveri; and beyond this is another arm to crofs, before you 
join the road leading eaft to the fea-fhore much of the ground 
between the rivers is funk in marfhes, and the better ground is over- 
lowed in nce-fields, without any continued road, which greatly re¬ 
tard 
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tard the paffage of carriages; and the way between Volcondah and 1760. 
Karical being 120 miles, the march can fcarcely be performed in 
lefs than ten days ; but Captain Smith had received his orders to 
advance only four days before the armament anchored at Karical, 
whole ignorance of the impoflibility of his appearance aggravated 
their anxiety concerning the arrival of the French lquadron, which 
intelligence, artfully inculcated from Pondicherry, led them to expeCt 
from day to day when all the marines and failors mull have been 
reimbarked, and Major Monlon would have been left with only 
60 Europeans, and without a field-piece. 

However, thefe apprehenfions only encreafed their activity in 
pulhing the attack. The ten-inch mortar, which had been employed 
again!! Fort Dauphin, was removed on the 31ft, and threw lhells 
all night The garrifon returned round and grape from their cannon, 
and even ufed their mulketry, although all they fired at was under 
cover, or out of reach: this early profufion of ammunition is rarely 
followed by vigorous defence at extremity. In the-morning of the 
ill of April the two embrafures on the right of the enfilading bat- April, 
tery to the eaft were opened. Tire paffage into the covered way lay 
oppofite to this battery, leading through the glacis on the left face 
of its angle projecting to the eaft, and the garrifon had laid a row 
of wood and palmiras in front of the barrier gate, which cloied this 
paffage at the foot of the glacis, in order to conftruCt a battery there 
with thefe materials. The ten-inch mortar fometimes threw carcaffes 
of fire-balls to fet them afire, but without effect; and two royals, of 
which the lhells are 5 inches and 5 twelfths diameter, continually 
bombarded the fort. In the morning of the 2d, the other two 
embrafures were opened in the enfilading battery. At ten o’clock, 
arrived Captain Richard Smith from Tritchinopoly with Lafcars. 
oxen, coolies, and ftores; and the Nabob came up likewife with 1000 
horfe and fix companies of Sepoys, whom Captain Jofeph Smith had 
fent forward, as the rains and the badneis of the roads retarded the 
carriages and baggage of his detachment, with which he remained to 
bring them on. This reinforcement afforded troops fufficient to 
Vol. II. 4 K inveft 
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1760. invert the fort all round. In this day the enemy’s fire was ess* 
ceflive, and difmounted one of the guns at the enfilading battery* 
and endamaged all its embrafures; but all were reftored during the 
night, and the lame number of guns began to fire again the next 
morning, which was the 3d of the month. At eight o’clock of 
this day, Captain Jofeph Smith came up with the reft of his detach* 
ment, which were 130 European mulketry, thirty artillery-men, two 
field-pieces, and five companies of Sepoys. The enemy during the 
night finifhed two embrafures in one face of their battery at the 
barrier, which pointed againft the enfilading battery; and traces ap¬ 
peared of another face to the north, which l’eemed intended to fcour 
the oppofite ftreet of the pettah, acrofs which the attack had thrown 
up a flight retrenchment. 

Early the next morning, the breaching battery in the centre 
' ftreet opened with three twenty-four pounders againft the N. face 
of the N. e. baftion, at the diftance of 150 yards, and was fo well 
ferved by Captain Barker, who attended it, that in three rounds 
the enemy quitted the three guns in the face attacked, and in lefs 
than an hour all the merlons were beat down; the other face had 
before been much fbattered by the enfilading battery, which had 
likewife nearly ruined the north face of the eaft ravelin: fo that 
neither of the batteries had occafion to fire more than a fhot now and 
then through the reft of the day. Sepoys were pofted in the ruins 
of the houfes, who kept up a conftant fire through the night on the 
baftion and ravelin, to prevent the enemy from placing fand-bags 
to repair them. By the next morning, which was the 5th of the 
month, and the i<jth fince the landing, a battery, intended to deftroy 
the eaft face of the north ravelin, was almoft completed, and the 
other againft the n. w. baftion quite finifhed; but the guns for 
neither were yet landed from the fhips. Intelligence was received, 
that a detachment of 450 infantry and 150 European horfe, were 
arrived at Chillambarum from Pondicherry, intending to advance and 
interrupt the fiege. The breach, though broad, coujd not be mounted 
without clambering, and the immediate accefs to it was ft ill de¬ 
fended by the ditch, to which the beliegers had not yet approached, 
2 and 
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and by the parapet of the fauffe-bray, which remained undamaged: j 760. 
but the gate of the barrier leading through the glacis to the eaft 
ravelin, had been beaten down by ricochet fhot flying over the bat¬ 
tery, which the enemy had raifed before it. The bafcul, or carpentry, 
which raifed and let down the draw-bridge before the N. e. face of 
theeaft ravelin, had lilcewife been fhot away, and the bridge fallen 
into its place, and the garrifon had not yet deftroyed it to interrupt 
the paflage, which thus remained clear to the ravelin. The gateway 
leading through the curtain into the fort was at the back of this 
ravelin : and the fame lire had deftroyed the gates which clofed it, 
nor had any thing been fubftituted to flop the paflage; fo that, if 
the ftorm had been immediately and defperately attempted this way, 
the enemy had nothing to oppofe it, but the arms in their hands. 

All thefe circumftances Major Monfon did not know; but the com¬ 
mandant of the fort feared, and anfwered the fummons by requefting 
to march away with the honours of war: to which Monfon re¬ 
plied, that the whole garrifon muft become prifoners of war; but 
that the inhabitants fhould be left in pofleflion of their houfes in the 
pettah, the officers have their baggage, and the Sepoys might go 
where they pleafed. The terms were accepted; and the Englifh 
troops marched in at two in the afternoon. The garrifon confifted 
of 115 Europeans, of whom 101 were military, 72 Topaffes, and 
250 Sepoys. Befides fmaller arms and ftores, there were in the 
place 155 pieces of cannon of all forts, and nine mortars, with a 
large ftock of ammunition for both. Only five men were killed in 
the defence, and in the attack only three Europeans, one of whom 
was a failor, and five wounded. Never perhaps was fo great an 
armament prepared, to fucceed with fo little lofs, excepting when 
Delabourdonnais took Madrafs in 1746. 

Neverthelefs, the capture was well worth the exertion: as befides 
the advantages of its fituation with refpecl to the fea, it afforded 
the French a conftant and certain inlet to the territories of Tanjore, 
and by various purchafes and ceflions from the government they 
had acquired diftridls round the fort, containing 113 villages, of 
which the farms, with the cuftoms of the port and town, never 
4 K 2 produced 
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produced lefs than 30,000 pagodas a year, fufficient for the expence 
of the garrilbn. As the fort was too fmall, all the European inha¬ 
bitants had their houfes in the pettah, which were well built, as 
were many of thofe belonging to the natives, and room was left and 
marked for more to both. The Nabob derived no advantage by this 
fucccfs, beyond the detriment it occafioned to his enemies; for a 
member of the council of Madrafs had been lent, in the fquadron, to- 
negotiate with Tanjore for the redemption of the diftrifts. 

The abfence of Colonel Coote and Major Monfon had left the 
main army to the command of Major Robert Gordon, who moved 
with it from Alamparvah on the 28 th of March, and on the ift of 
April encamped at Killenore, from whence he fent forward a detach¬ 
ment of obferv.ation, to take poft at Manoor, within five miles of 
Valdore. The fweep of country to the wed ward of Killenore as 
far as Villaporum, which lies 20 miles due weft of Pondicherrv, 
abounds in cattle, and is as fertile as any part of the Carnatic, and 
remained at this time, as the French territory became every day 
more circumfcribed, their laft refburce for provifions. All the coun¬ 
tries, which had been reduced to the fouth of Chittapett and Vandi- 
vafh as far as Permacoil, had been let by the Prefidency of Madrafs 
to a Malabar, named Ramalinga, w r ho accompanied the army ready 
to rent more,, and kept feveral companies of irregular Sepoys with 
him, to place as guards in new diftridts, as reduced. By his advice. 
Major Gordon refolved to fend a detachment againft Villaporum. 
The diftance was 35 miles, and the way lay between the garrilbn 
of Gingee on one hand, and of Valdore on the other. The detach¬ 
ment confifted of 200 black horfe, and five companies of Sepoys, 
under the command of Captain Wood, and - the renter accompanied 
with his people. They marched from Killenore on the 3d'of April, 
a little after fun-fet, and pafting through Vicravandi, Captain Wood, 
with the horfe, arrived before Villaporum at ten. the next morning, 
but the Sepoys did not come up until two in the afternoon. The 
beft intelligence that could be obtained, reported, that there were 
300 Sepoys and 400. horfe in the place; and at fix,, as foon as the 
Sepoys were refrethed, Wood’ led 1 them to. the attack, which could 

only 



62 J 
ij6o. 
Aprils 


Book XII. Vi l l a-p an u m. Forts near T r'i n o m a l y. 
only be made by fcrambling up the wall, as they had no ladders. 
Eight or ten got up to the parapet, but three or four mounting at 
the lame time were killed, which deterred thofe who were next from 
following, and flung the whole into confufion, on which the enemy 
fallied, but the horfe rode in between, and drove them back. The 
Sepoys rallied again in the pettah, and were preparing ladders to 
efcalade before day-break; but at eight o’clock at night the garrifon 
abandoned the fort. Captain Wood placed three of the regular 
companies of Sepoys, and 200 of the renters, to garrifon it, under 
the command of an Enfign ; and at ten at night fet out on his return 
with the cavalry and the other company of Sepoys. They arrived 
at one in the morning at Vicrivandi, where he left this company, 
and, proceeding, rejoined the camp a little after fun-rife with the 
eavalrv, which accomplifhed this march of 60 miles in 36 hours. 

Since the retreat of the French army, their countries to the weft- 
ward of Villaporum and Gingee, and the forts intended to protect 
them, had, like this, been left to the defence of fuch troops as the 
renters chofe to levy and maintain; and in the end of March, 
Captain Airey, who commanded in Chittapett, and from thence over 
Trinomaly, lent a detachment of Sepoys to enable the garrifon there 
to take the field, which in a few days drove the guards out of 
Soolabgur, Tricalour, and Trivaneloor: thefe three forts had been 
taken pofleffion of by Mahomed Iftoof and Kiftnarow of Thiagar, 
whilft they were ravaging the countries adjacent to them during 
the fiege of Madrafs. Soolabgur is fituated on a hill 15 miles s.s.w, 
and Tricolour on the plain 20-miles s. of Trinomaly: Trivdanoor 
ftauds 10 miles s. e. of Tricaloor, and 20 s. w. of Villaporum. The 
French garrilon of Gingee on the one fide, and of Thiagar on the 
other, were the neareft to- protefl thefe Idler forts; but both were 
too much alarmed for their own fafety, to rifk any detachments 
abroad: the one by the Nabob’s camp then at Volcondah, the other 
by the Englifh army at Killenore. Kiftnarow, after the lefts of 
Thiagar in the preceding month of June, had remained, with the 
Nabob atTritchinopoly, and, after the victory of Vandivafh, obtained 
his penniliion to ad as a free-booter in the French diftricis, and. 
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i 760. having plunder to offer, eafily enlifted a number of horfe, With 
which he accompanied the Nabob to Volcondah, and from thence 
trooped away to the country about Chilambarum, where they were 
carrying on all kind of ravage, at the time that Captain Wood 
marched and took Villaparum. 

Colonel Coote recovered of his wound, rejoined the army at Kille- 
iiore on the 7th; and the next day, after reconnoiting Valdore, fent 
oft'350 of the black horie, to join Kiftnarow in the country about Chi¬ 
lambarum; fo that the chain of troops, or polls, was now eftablifhed, 
which encircled Pondicherry in a fweep of 70 miles, from that place 
to Allamparvah. On the 10th, a large number of Sepoys were feen 
marching into Valdore from the Gingee road: they were what remain¬ 
ed of the body commanded by Zulphacarjung, who, when driven out 
of the pettah of Arcot by Captain Wood, continued, until this fort 
was taken, at the back of Velore, encouraged for fear of accidents by 
Mortizally. From Velore he marched to Gingee;.and Mr. Lally, 
yielding to the reprefentation of Mr. Deleyrit, and the general dis¬ 
couragement, repreffed his prejudices againft thefe troops, and re¬ 
called them to aft again with the European force. Zulpharcarjung 
left a part of his Sepoys to reinforce Valdore, and marched on with 
the reft into Pondicherry. 

The next day Colonel Coote advanced the army to Manoor, and 
fent forward Major Robert Gordon, with a large detachment, to 
take poffeffion of the pettah under the fort of Valdore; the day 
after, which was the 12th, he brought up the reft of the army, and 
encamped at Cartaricopum, a village about a mile to the eaft, nearer 
Pondicherry. In the night, two batteries were commenced, and 
thefts thrown, which the garrilon anfwered by fhot, and both were 
employed without mifchief. The next day aft the cavalry, not-on 
duty, were detached, under the command of a Lieutenant, to re¬ 
connoitre: and proceeded to the hither end of the Red-hill. The 
French cavalry with fome platoons of infantry advanced towards 
them, and made fome evolutions as intending to fall on their flanks, 
, which the Englifh cavalry prevented by contrary motions, and re¬ 
turned 
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turned to camp. They had perceived at a diftance a large cloud of 1760. 
duft, as of troops with cannon, advancing from Pondicherry. 

The fort of Vaidore ftands nine miles n. n. w. of Pondicherry. 

Its form is an exadt parallelogram, fquaring with the eompafs; and 
extending 300 yards from e. to w. and 210 from n. to s. It is fitu- 
ated in a plain, and its original fortifications, like the generality of 
the forts in the country, were a rampart with towers, a faufi'e-bray,. 
and a ditch. Mr. Dupleix, had railed a glacis on the north-fide, 
and had converted the center tower on this fide, and that in the s. w. 
angle, into baftions with faces and flanks; but the pettah, which 
is to the weft, remained within 150 yards of the wall: fo that the 
vicinity of Pondicherry was its beft defence. In the morning of the 
14th, one of the batteries opened; it fronted and battered the tower 
in the north-weft angle with one gun, and with the other took off 
the defences of the next tower in the weft wall. 

The duft feen the day before was from a body of troops marching 
to encamp under Villenore. The intelligence of the prefent day faid 
they were the whole army, and that Mr. Lally intended to attack 
the Englifh camp by furprize in the enfuing night, which deter¬ 
mined Colonel Coote to reconnoitre them himfelf when the fun 
abated in the afternoon. All the cavalry in two divifions, each ac¬ 
companied by five companies of Sepoys, marched with him. When 
arrived at the Red-hill, oppofite to Villenore, he proceeded along 
the foot of it with one of the divifions, and fent the other acrofs 
the plain, to examine the enemy’s out-pofts on that fide, wbilft his 
own divifion came oppofite to a body of Europeans, with two field- 
pieces drawn up in the high road nearell the hill, leading to the 
bound-hedge. They cannonaded, but at too great a diftance; and 
Colonel Coote continued under the fide of the hill until dark, in 
order to perfuade the enemy that he intended to patrole the field all 
night; but returned foon after to the camp. Five or fix Sepoys 
and a horfe were killed in this fervice. In the fiege, one of the guns 
in the battery was ruined by the fire of the fort. Shells continued 
through the night, and the next morning, which was the 15th, the 

other 
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1760. other battery was completed and opened. It faced the tower its the 
•- T ~T' s. w. angle, and the fire from both continued through the day as 
hot as it could be fafely kept up. The whole of the French troops 
had aflembled at Villenore during the night, and puihed on ad¬ 
vanced polls, which, in the morning, began to fkirmilh with thofe 
of the camp; where all, excepting the men at the batteries, were 
kept in readinefs to turn out the line, but the enemy’s main body 
did not advance. Intelligence was repeated of their intentions to 
attack the camp this night, as the night before: on which Colonel 
Coote ft ruck the tents at funfet, as if he meant to change his ground, 
but pitched them again in the lame place after dark; but half the 
troops lay on their arms until day-light. The howitz continued 
through the night; and in the morning the batteries which had been 
much impaired renewed their fire. The Ikirmilhes likewife recom¬ 
menced between the outguards of both armies. At two in the 
afternoon, both breaches appeared praflicable; and a deferter from 
the fort reported, that the garrifon had nearly expended their am¬ 
munition, and were inclined, if not immediately relieved, to lur- 
render; on which Colonel Coote ordered Major Gordon, who com¬ 
manded the attack, to fummons the commandment at four o’clock, at 
which hour he fhould proceed himfelf with the main body from the 
camp, and offer battle to the enemy’s; which if they refufed, 
and the garrifon to ftirrender, Major Gordon was to ftorm the 
breaches, and Colonel Coote would fend afliftance; but, if the 
enemy’s army came to an engagement, Gordon was to march from 
the batteries with his diviflon, and form the third line in the order- 
of battle. Accordingly the main body advanced a mile and a half 
from the camp, and halted in fight of the enemy, who only lent 
forward their European cavalry and fome Sepoys, which were met by 
parties of theEnglifh cavalry, European and black,fupported likewile 
by Sepoys, and fome were wounded on both fides by fire-arms, but no 
charges made hand to hand. At fix o’clock. Colonel Coote received 
word, that the garrifon of Valdore had conlented to furrender without 
terms the next morning, and had given up the outer gate,, on which 

he 



Book XII. Valdore. Chclambarom. 
he returned with the line to the camp. The garrifon confifted of a 
captain, a lieutenant, 80 other Europeans, and 280 Sepoys: they 
had loft only two men killed, and three wounded; and the Englilh 
not more. There were in the fort 25 pieces of cannon, and fome 
paddy. Colonel Coote, as foon as he had taken pofleflion, detached 
200 of the black horfe, with 300 Sepoys, under the command of 
Aftaf beg, to take Trivadi, in which were fome Sepoys that pro- 
tedled the diftridt, and gathered the produce for the French govern¬ 
ment. 

Of the French prifoners which had been taken in the late fuccefles, 
the Pretidency of Madrafs had inlifted 60 of thole confined there, 
and fent them to the camp. Thefe men, as foon as they came be¬ 
fore Valdore, lo near their own army and their capital, deferted 
daily, and 40 of them were gone before the place was reduced; 
fome of the company of French Volunteers likewife went off, al¬ 
though they had hitherto behaved with as much fpirit as if fighting 
under, inftead of againft, their own colours. But as foon as Valdore 
fell, new deferters began to come over from the enemy, three, four, 
and five in a day: neverthelefs all that remained of thofe fent from 
Madrafs were returned thither to be confined again, for the perfidy 
of their comrades. 

On the 19th, Colonel Coote went out again in the afternoon, 
with the cavalry, and fix companies of Sepoys, to reconnoitre on the 
Red-hill; the French cavalry, fupported likewife by fome Sepoys, 
came out, and advanced along the neareft avenue, but only the Se¬ 
poys on either fide engaged, and that with diftant firing, until four 
field-pieces came up from Villenore, on which Colonel Coote re¬ 
turned to the camp. Two of his black horfemen were killed, and 
the horfo of a trooper, with five Sepoys, wounded. 

During thefe operations of the main army, Colqnel Monfon was 
advancing with his divifion from Karical. The French prifoners 
taken there were fent to Tritchinopoly, under the efoort of two 
companies of Sepoys, and of 60 of the Europeans, who had been 
drawn from that garrifon on this fervice; two other of thefe com¬ 
panies, and two lent by the Nabob, with 12 Europeans, were left 
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in Karical. Captain Jolepb Smith, with the reft of his command 
from Tritchinopoly, of which 30 were artillery-men, remained, as 
did half the marines from the fquadron; the other half, with all 
the haltering artillery, were re-embarked. The Nabob with his 
troops, liken ill- accompanied Major Monf'on. They moved on the 
icth of April, and continued by the road along the fea-lhore, until 
they came to the mouths of the Coleroon near Dcvicotah, when they 
ftruck to the weft, and paffed the river in its Angle channel oppo- 
hte to the pagoda of Chilambarum. At the paflage, they were 
joined by Klftnarow, with his party of horle, who a few days be¬ 
fore had intercepted two companies of Sepoys, clcorting three tum¬ 
brils of ammunition to Chilambarum, which he took, having killed 
and di/jrerfed all the Sepoys, and gathered up their arms. Major 
Monfon liimmoncd this place on the 19th ; and on refufal, two 
eighteen-pounders were difembarked from the fquadron, which was 
at anchor off the bar of Devicotah. They were brought on cata¬ 
marans up the Coleroon, and joined the camp the next day. The 
blender walls of the pagoda would not have refilled a Angle fhot, 
and, although the French had projected redoubts at the four angles, 
and one in the middle of the north, and another of the fouth wall; 
thefe works had only been carried up a little way in earth, and 
could only ferve for cannon fired in barbette :■ IcafFoldings had been 
credited for muiketry, and there was a gun in each of the towers at 
the angles. In the twilight of the evening, the garrjfon perceived 
the artillery-men of the camp bringing faicir.es to the fpot where 
the battery was intended, and- miftook the fafeines for fcaliug-lad- 
ders; on which the officers held a conlultation, which did not re- 
folve until midnight; when the camp, to their great lurprizc, law a 
number of torches held out together upon the wall, and difeovered 
amongft them a white flag, which the torches were illuminating. 
The fignal of furrender was accepted ; fome troops advanced to the 
gate, and were admitted on the promife of good treatment to the 
warrifon : which confided of eight officers, mid 40 other Europeans.. 
The next day, the marines were lent to Devicotah, to be re-embarked 
on the fquadron; and Kiftnarow, with his horle, was detached to 

deftroy 
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deftroy the French diftrifts about Cuddalore. This way lay the 1760. 
neareft road toValdore; but Major Monfon, imagining that Mr. 

Lallv might port a force at Cuddalore to interrupt the march of his 
own, which was not ftrong in Europeans, if they ftiould take this 
route; and, being unwilling to expofe the perfon of the Nabob to 
any danger, refolved to turn inland, and attack Verdachelum; from t 
whence he might proceed to Valdore, keeping the main body of the 
army between his own divifion and Pondicherry. 

The enemy kept only Sepoys in their rtation at Trivadi, who 
abandoned it on the approach of Affafbeg’s detachment, although 
they came without cannon. Encouraged by this eafy fuccefs, Affaf- 
beg proceeded towards Cuddalore, where the fame panic had pre¬ 
vailed, and no troops remained to oppofe his entrance; but the town 
was not entirely delerted by the inhabitants. This ftation was of 
much utility, as the road was in fight, and at this feafon to wind-;, 
ward of Pondicherry : two companies of Sepoys were ported in the 
town ; the houfes of the fadlory were prepared to ferve as an hofpi- 
tal to the fquadron ; bullocks were fent off to lupply the rtiips with 
frerti provifions; and the few boatmen remaining in the town re¬ 
ceived encouragement to collcft more of their own craft from dif¬ 
ferent parts of the coaft. On the 25th Rear-admiral Corniih an¬ 
chored in the road, with the fix men of war from Karical, and on 
the 29th was joined by Admiral Stevens, with four more from Bom¬ 
bay : they were part of the nine, which compofed Mr. Pococke’s 
fquadron in the preceding year, two of which were arrived before 
with Mr. Cornifli. Of the three others, the Salisbury was not com¬ 
pletely repaired, and the Cumberland had not entered the dock 
when Mr. Stevens failed; the Yarmouth remained, in confe- 
quence of orders from the admiralty, to convey Mr. Pococke to 
England, from whence he had beenabfent five years. All the pre- 
fidencies followed him with the mort grateful acknowledgements of 
the eminent fervices he had rendered the nation during his conti¬ 
nuance and command in the feas of India, which he completed, by 
elcorting fafely from St. Helena, in the heat of the war, 13 fail of the 
company’s fhips returning from their fettlements, which arrived in 
4 L2 England 
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j 760. England in the Orb her following, and were the ricked fleet tha£ 
had ever entered the Thames at one time. 

The two armies had continued in their refpeftive encampments., 
their advanced guards in full fight, and continually alarming one 
another; and on the 27th at day-break, the French cavalry, with 50 
of their infantry, attacked a poft of Sepoys and black horfe, killed 
fix or feven of each, and wounded more; and loft themfelves two 
huflars killed, and their officer, with feveral wounded.. 

Nothing of confequence paffed for feveral days after, and in the 
night between the firft and iecond of May, the whole French army 
decamped from Perimbe, and retreated clofe to the bound-hedge* 
leaving only an advanced poft with two guns about half a mile in. 
front of the main body. Colonel Coote went in the afternoon, with 
his ufual efcorte of horfe and Sepoys, to reconnoitre their pofition* 
and, advancing too near, feveral of his Sepoys were killed by the 
fire of the cannon from the advanced poft. 

Major Monfon with his divifion, and the Nabob with his. 
troops, arrived before Verdachelum on the 26th. This place ftands 
60 miles n. n. w. of Chillambrum, and 60 s. w. from Valdore. It 
is exteiffive, and was originally a pagoda, and although converted 
into a fort by the addition of towers at the angles, and projected 
maffes of mafonry in each of the fides as gateways, ftill continued 
of very feeble defence agatnft cannon. It feemed therefore only 
to acquit his military honour, that the commanding officer refufed 
to fin-render on the firft fummons; for the next day, on the ap¬ 
pearance of the two eighteen-pounders in battery, he of his own ac¬ 
cord threw out the white flag, and furrendered at difcretion. His 
garrilon were, befides himfelf and another officer, 13 Europeans, and 
150 Sepoys. This place as well as Chillambrum was delivered over 
to the Nabob, who gave them in charge of his own Sepoys, and put 
both garrifons under the command of Kiftirarow. He was here 
joined by his brother, Maphuze Khan, who when kaft expelled, 
had left the Pulitaver in the beginning of January, and joined Ma¬ 
homed IlToof at Tinivelfy ; from whence he was fent, with an ef¬ 
corte, to Puducotah, the principal town of the polygar Tondiman, 
2 where 
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where he remained, ftill full of fufpicions of the evil intentions of 1760. 
the Nabob, until encouraged to trufl him by repeated affurances —' 

from the Prefidency, that no harm Ihould befall him. He arrived 
with very few attendants, and had not money to entertain more. 

From Verdachelum, the troops continued their route by Villaporum 
and Vieravandi, and arrived at Valdore on the 3d of May. The 
Nabob remained in the camp until the ioth, much delighted with 
the army and commanders, who had reftored him to fo great a part 
of his dominions. He then proceeded to Madrafs, in order to re¬ 
gulate with the Prefidency the modes of adminifhration in the coun¬ 
tries which had been recovered. 

The French, when they abandoned Cuddalore, demolifhed the 
parapets of the baftions, took down the three gates, and made fe- 
veral breaches in the rampart, and the whole face of the town front¬ 
ing the fea never had a wall. Several informations had been lately 
received, that Mr. Lally intended to retake Cuddalore, of which 
Colonel Coote advifed the officers there, and warned them to keep 
fpecial guard. On the ioth at night, 100 Europeans with 60 . 
huflars and three companies of Sepoys, entered the town, furprized 
and difper/ed the Sepoys, and advanced to the hofpital, where they 
took five iurgeons, fix petty officers, and 58 failors and marines be¬ 
longing to the fquadron, moftly fick, whom they carried away, and 
left none of their own men to maintain the place. The next day, 
a reinforcement of two companies of Sepoys, with 20 of the Eu¬ 
ropean horfe, and a field-piece, under the command of Lieutenant 
Fitzgerald, were fent into the town from the camp, and 60 marines 
were landed from the fquadron. At four in the enfuing morning,, 
whilft it was yet dark, a flronger party than the night before en¬ 
tered the town again, and took the field-piece; but, finding more 
refiftance than they expefted, retreated over the rivers towards Fort 
St. David, of which the fortifications had been fo completely de- 
moliffied, that a Angle redoubt was not left to give port to s 
company of infantry. Lieutenant Fitzgerald, with the huflars and 
fome Sepoys, for all would not move, and none of the marines, fol¬ 
lowed, and hung in their rear, until they had reemfiee! the Panar 

beyond 
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i 760. beyond Fort St. David; where the enemy abandoned the field-' 
^ThTT' piece they lied taken. It was faid, that the commander was killed, 
three other officers wounded, and 32 of the common foldiers killed 
and wounded. Of the Engliffi troops a Jemidar with 20 Sepoys 
were w ounded, and a Subadhar was killed. From this earneftnefs, 
other attempts were expected, and diligence was ufed to render the 
place more defenfible, and the Sepoys were augmented to 700. On 
the 20th, information was received, that the enemy intended ano¬ 
ther attack, with a much greater force than the laft; on which, 
Colonel Coote detached an officer, with 30 Europeans, and 300 
black horfe, to interrupt their parties, or fuccour the place. The 
officer went with the Europeans into the town, and flationed the 
horfe at a diftance without; between one and two in the morning, 
the expedted attack was made by 700 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 150 
of the French horfe, which were half this body: and they had four 
field-pieces. They divided into five different affaults ; all entered the 
town, but were flopped at the traverfes which had been thrown up 
in the flreets leading to the hofpital, which refilled the diredt fire 
of their field-pieces, and commanded their mufketry. They how¬ 
ever perfifted, until two of their officers were killed, and 60 private 
men killed and wounded. The Engliffi officer followed them, with 
the black horfe and fome Sepoys, to the Panar: but their cavalry 
and field-pieces keeping in order in the rear, deterred any effedtual 
attempt to interrupt their retreat. 

On the 23d, the Saliffiury joined the fquadron from Bombay, and 
brought from thence to the affiflance of the army three companies 
of the royal artillery, wffiich the King had fent for the defence of 
that ifland; and the government there, very judicioufly to the coafl, 
where they were more immediately wanted. They were 178 men, 
exclufive of officers, all found, and joined the army a few days 
after from Cuddalore, where they landed. After the retreat of 
the French troops to the bound-hedge, the two camps were at 
too great a diftance to afford fuch continual occafions of fkirmiffi 
as before. 


The 
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The fucceffes of the Englilh army, had not a little conduced to 
encreafe the di(Tentions which had long rent the government of 
Pondicherry, where calamity, indead of reconciling, only exafperated 
the animofities of thofe who were (haring the fame didreffes. The 
lofs of Permacoil was imputed to the retreat of the army, which was 
on march to relieve it; but they were only faulty in not having ad¬ 
vanced with more expedition; and in either cafe Mr. Lally, not 
being prefent, was exempt from blame : which neverthelefs was 
urged, becaufe the officer who commanded in his ablence was of 
his own regiment, and fuppofed to be much in his favour. The fall 
of Alamparvah was alcribed to the lofs of Permacoil, and Valdore 
to malignant treachery, that Pondicherry might be deprived of the 
lad: pod which remained to protect any convoys which might at¬ 
tempt to get into the town. Mr. Lally was informed of what every 
one thought and faid concerning himlelf; and retaliated with far- 
cafms on their forenefs for the lofs cf their own peculations out of 
the didridls which he had been obliged to abandon. In this date of 
virulence were minds, when the Iquadron with Mr. Cornilh was 
working up the coad to Karical. There were in the town of Pon¬ 
dicherry, 600 Europeans, invalids, fit only for garrifon duty : and 
the inhabitants were 500 more Europeans. Thefe, added to the 
regular troops, would contribute to make a formidable difplay, which 
Mr. Lally intended to exhibit on the drand to the view of the 
fquadron, as they were paffing through the road : orders were given 
in confequence. The covenanted fervants of the French company 
were to be a part of the parade ; but a little before, at the hour ap¬ 
pointed, they came into the court of the government-houfe, and 
lent up word to Mr. Lally, that they would not march unlefs led by 
the Governor and Council, whom Mr. Lally had exempted from 
this duty. Mr. Deleyrit, the governor, immediately offered to put 
himfelf at their head ; but the counfellors coming in, faid, that none 
of the Company’s lervants were obliged to bear arms out of the walls 
of the town. On this declaration, Mr. Lally arreded the two 
fpokefmen of the Council, and two of the forwarded of the repug- 
nants, difarmed and difmiffed the red, and went on with the review 

without 
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1760. without them. The offence and punishment left no bounds to th « 
mutual aversion between him and the company’s fcrvants. Whilff 
3} the EngliSh army were attacking Valdore, two Ships arrived from the 
iSlands: they brought neither troops nor money, but unfavourable 
advices, which were with much caution fuppreffed, and published 
as good news with falute of cannon, fireworks, and rejoicings, “ That 
“ Mr. D’Ache’s fquadron, reinforced from France to 25 Sail of the 
“ line, might be foon expe6led on the coaft, with a large body of 
“ land forces on board.” After the fall of Valdore, a few enclo¬ 
sures under the guns at Villanore and Ariancopang, with the ground 
within the bound-hedge, and the town of Pondicherry itfelf, con¬ 
tained all the live provisions, on which the colony was to rely for 
their future fuftenance, and all further means were precluded of 
bringing in grain or other articles of Slore from the country with¬ 
out ; for although Gingee and Thiagar remained in the hands of 
the French, their fituation wasdiftant, and their garrilbnsnot ftroijg 
enough to furnifh Sufficient efcorts, and no parties equal to the fame 
purpofe could be detached from the main body, without incurring - 
the rifque of interception. When the farm of the diftrifts adja¬ 
cent to Pondicherry was taken from the European renters, and let 
to the Malabar, after the defeat at VandivaSh, there was a fufficient 
quantity of grain on the ground in reach of Pondicherry, to have 
Slocked the place, as fome fay, for years; but money was then more 
fcarce than viftuals, and the new farmer was permitted to fell his 
grain, that he might be enabled to pay his rent in coin into the 
treafury, inftead of delivering grain, as acquittal, into the maga¬ 
zines. As foon as Permacoil and Alamparvah fell, and the English 
army advanced between Gingee and Pondicherry, Mr. Lally Saw this 
error, and that it was not retrievable, but by means which he had hi¬ 
therto, with too much prefumption, defpifcd. 

Hyder Ally, the general of the MySbreans, had at this time ac¬ 
quired the whole power of the government. He had lately taken 
the King out of the hands of his uncle, the Daiaway, whom we 
have feen commanding the Myfore troops before Tritchinopoly. 

The 
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The Dalaway had agreed to retire to the fort of Myfore with a 1760. 
jaghire allowed for his maintenance and fecurity, and Hyder Ally 
was left without controul; for the King was young, weak, and 
timid. Not unmindful, however, of a reverie of fortune, Hyder 
Ally caft about to get fome place of refuge immediately for his 
treafures, and contingently for his own perfon; and judicioufiy pre¬ 
ferred Thiagar in the Carnatic, as well for the difficulty of accefs 
to it from Myfore, as the inexpugnable nature of its fortifications. 

A Portuguefe monk, named Norognha, who affumed, and perhaps 
had obtained, the title of Biffiop of Halicarnafliis, had* by refidence 
under the pretext of religious million, acquired much know ledge of 
the adjacent countries, as well as of the Carnatic itfelf, and Mr. 

Lally, immediately on his arrival at Pondicherry, gave him his con¬ 
fidence, and employed him in all his tranfaftions with the chiefs of 
the country. The biffiop performed his commiffions with zeal; for 
he was greedy of money, and it is a common cuftora in India to 
give lome to the negotiator of a treaty. It was he who bargained 
for the Morattoes who joined the French army at Arcot; after 
which he continued in Velore, watching over opportunities, and 
either fuggefted to Hyder Ally, or difcovered his inclinations, to 
obtain Thiagar. Mr. Lally feeing no other means of procuring 
relief to the neceffities which began to threaten Pondicherry, 
repreffed the contempt with which he had hitherto regarded 
the military faculties of the princes in India, and fent two of his 
officers to conclude the treaty with Hyder Ally. It was agreed, 

“ that Hyder ffiould immediately fend a body of 2000 horfe, and 
“ 3000 Sepoys, with artillery, who, on their arrival at Thiagar, 

“ were to be put in pofleffion of that fort, and of Elvanafore, with 
“ the dependencies of both, which were to remain the property of 
“ the Myl'oreans in perpetuity as long as the flag of France exilted 
“ in India. This army was to be paid at the rate of 100,000 rupees 
“ a month, from the day of their arrival at Thiagar. Ten eighteen- 
“ pounders were to be given as a prelent to Hyder, exclufive of the 
“ artillery in the two forts, which, as well as all the military ftores, 

“ was to be delivered with them. His troop? were to be furniffied 
Vo/.. If. “with 
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“ with ammunition, whilft lerving for the French; who, after the 
“ Carnatic ihonld he cleared, were to alTift him in conquering the 
“ toutlicrn countries of Madura and Tinivelly. Befides the number 
“ ahead} ftipulated, Hydcr Ally engaged to fupply 1000 horfe and 
‘‘ 2000 Sepoys more : in confideration of which, half the countries 
“ which fliould be recovered in the Carnatic, were to be afligned to 
“ his government, excepting the French company’s domains of 
“ Villenore, Valdore, Bahoor, and Alamparvah: the territory of 
“ Vellore, as belonging to Mortizally, their ally, and the diftridls de- 
“ pendant on Trinomalee, having been granted in appanage toRa- 
“ janfaheb, the Ion of Chundafaheb, were likewife exempted ; and 
“ v.diatlbever portion of the Carnatic fhould fall to the Myforeans, 
“ was to be delivered back to the French, in proportion to the pro- 
“ greis of the acquifitions in the fouthern countries.” 

The negotiation was conducted with fo much fecrecy, that no 
fni miles of it were obtained by the Englifh until the 24th of May, 
juft as their late fuccefles feemed to have left nothing on the land, 
which could interrupt the profecution of their intention to 
blockade Pondicherry ; for which, preparations were making at 
Madrafs, when Colonel Coote received intelligence of this un¬ 
expected alliance by a letter from one of his correfpondents in 
Pondicherry, fignifying, that Mr. Lally was preparing a confider- 
able detachment, to march and join Hvder Ally at Thiagar. 
Hyder it was known was not there, nor was there any probability 
that his other intereft would permit him to leave Seringapatam : 
nor were any difpofitions obl'erved in the enemy’s encampment, 
which fignified Inch a detachment as was faid to be going. On the 
30th, Colonel Coote went out to reconnoitre them himfelf, accom¬ 
panied as ufual by the black horfe and Sepoys. The enemy can¬ 
nonaded hotly, and killed fome of the horfemen ; but Affaf beg, with 
two or three fquadrons, broke in upon their Sepoys, and killed J4 
of them. Nothing appeared for feveral days after to confirm the 
intelligence ; and Colonel Coote began to regard it as a rumour 
thrown out by Mr. Lally himfelf, to conceal fome other delign, 
when, on the 7th of June, he received a confirmation of it from 
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Book XII. Pondicherry. The Mysoreans. 

Kiftnarow, who had been ordered to look out, and had advanced 
with his party to Volcondah. 

The firft divifion of the Myfore troops, confining of 1000 horfe, 
and 2000 Sepoys, arrived at Thiagar on the 4th of June, and the next 
day fome of their parties, roaming to colled cattle, lkirmifhed with 
Kiftnarow’s near the pettah of Volcondah. The reft of the divifion 
ftill remaining at Thiagar were 30 miles nearer Pondicherry ; and 
Kiftnarow believing the exaggerated accounts of their numbers, and 
being in want of ammunition, hurried back to protect the diftridts 
of Verdachelum, which had been entrufted, not without profit, to 
his care; from hence he fent his report and bis fears to Colonel 
Coote, with earneft requeft of reinforcements ; and then, he faid, he 
would march, and beat the Myforeans. 

A month before the rumours of thefe troops, the forces which 
the Myfore government maintained in Dindigul had commenced 
hoftilities againft the adjacent Polygars depending on Tritchinopoly ; 
and it was reported that they intended to get poffeffion of the 
pafs of Nattam, which would preclude the immediate communica¬ 
tion between Tritchinopoly and Madura. But as the Myforeans 
in thefe quarters had feveral times before attacked the poffdfions of 
the Nabob, their prefent hoftilities had not led to any fufpicions of 
the greater effort which Hyder Ally was preparing againft the 
Carnatic; nor were they deemed of danger to require immediate 
refiftance from this province : but Mahomed Iffoof fent a detach¬ 
ment from Tinivelly to Madura, from whence they were to take 
the field and enter the diftridts of Dindigul; and the troops main¬ 
tained by the Nabob for the protection of the diftridts of Tritchi¬ 
nopoly, affembled at the pafs of Nattam, under the command of 
Huffain Cawn, who had ferved with the French at Terriore and Se- 
ringham until they retreated out of thefe countries, when he offered 
his fervice to the Nabob, and was accepted. 

The heats of the feafon, fince the land-winds had fet in in April, 
had this year been much more intenfe than ufual; and had ltruck 
ficknefs through the camp. Sixty Europeans had died, and 300 
were in the holpital, and to preferve the reft from the lun, the day- 
duty of the line was done by the Sepoys. From the fame attention 
4 M 2 fifty 
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t t iVv of the late dcferters had been incorporated, and called the Free 
' Company, under the command of two French officers, brothers, of 
tin: name of Martin : like the French volunteers, they were intend¬ 
ed for the Ur vices of moft fatigue and danger, and were now em- 
plov cd, for the fir ft time. They marched on the roth, accompanied 
by 25 Coiirecs, two companies of Sepoys, 1000 black horfe, and an 
iron guit with five European gunners, to join Kiftnarow at Villapo- 
rum ; as it was fiippofcd the iYlyfioreans would attempt to pafs either 
hy this place or Trivadi. 

Although no regular detachments had marched from Pondicherrv, 
frnail parties to the amount of zoo Eu opcnns had palled at different 
times nndileovered to Gingee, and from thence proceeded to Thia- 
gar, before the fir ft divilion of Myforecns arrived there ; but re¬ 
mained in order to accompany the main body to Pondicherry. 
Preparing for this important convoy and reinforcement, the garri- 
fons both of Thiagar and Gingee had collected all the cattle, which 
the inhabitants had not driven out of their reach: but the My¬ 
sore horfe in three days fwept a much greater number; but re¬ 
filled to proceed with them, until fully apprized what interruption, 
they were likely to meet in the way; and the French officers were 
afraid to tell them that they only ran the rifique of more hy this 
delay. 

The Martins arrived at Villaporum on the nth, and heard no¬ 
thing of Kiftnarow; and the commandant of Gingee, thinking he 
could cope with their detachment, inarched from his forts with 100 
Europeans, fome Sepoys, and black horle. The Martins, as well as 
the defierters they commanded, behaved with much fpirit in their 
new eaufe, and repulfcd their countrymen, who a£ted but faintly. 
Some of the French Sepoys were killed, and two Europeans, a To- 
paze, and a Coffree, were made prifbners. 

Notwithftanding this 111ccels and repeated injunctions Kiftnarow 
ft ill kept aloof; and, as it was ftippofed that the Myloreans already 
arrived were the whole body, and would advance, accompanied by 
the Europeans from Thiagar, to which force that with the Mar¬ 
tins, although ftror.g, would in no wile have been equal, another 
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detachment ftill ftronger was Tent from the camp: both when 
joined would amount to 190 European infantry, 30 European horfe, 
25 Coffrees, 600 Sepoys, and 1600 black horfe; and were to be 
commanded by Major More, the fame who marched in January to 
Tripetty, and had lately been promoted from the rank of captain. 

More Mylbreans arriving, they called in their parties, and 
being joined by 40 or 50 of the French troops from Thiagar, 
appeared before Tricalore on the 10th; but, the Frenchmen 
having brought only two or three l’mall field-pieces, and the 
fort being of ftone, the Sepoys within, who were three good com¬ 
panies left there by Captain Airey, refufed to furrender; and 
by the fire of their mulketry from the walls obliged the enemy to 
retire; who then went againft Tritchimungalum, a fort five miles to 
the eaft, where the garrifon, which was likewife of Sepoys, took 
fright, and evacuated it on their approach. From this place all 
the Myfore cavalry, now 1500, fet off for Pondicherry, driving a 
multitude of cattle, but unaccompanied by any troops on foot, even 
their own, that, if interrupted, the horfe might be free to force their 
way, or retire. The rule of thefe countries had fo often been fhifted 
to and fro by the fortune of war, and they had buffered fo much, 
as well from the ravages of hoftility, as the concuflions of unlettled 
government, that they regarded both the Englifh and French at 
leaft as tyrants, when not enemies; and, at this time, the renters 
and heads of villages, not knowing how foon they might have new 
mafters, gave no afiiftatice to Major More’s detachment, who, dif- 
trefifed for provifions, and milled by falle intelligence, advanced from 
Villaporum towards Tricalore, where they expefted fupplies, and 
hoped to intercept the Myforeans in their route; who had palfed be¬ 
fore to the fouth, by Trivanelore, and arrived at Trivadi on the 
23d, where they halted the day. Mr. Lally, apprized of their 
approach, had moved his whole army from the bound hedge 
to his former encampment at Perimbe in full fight of Valdore, 
and then detached 50 of his European cavalry to join the 
Myforeans on the road. Colonel Coote received quick intel¬ 
ligence of their arrival at Trivadi, with an account of their num- 
4 bers. 
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hers, and immediately feat out all the cavalry remaining in the 
camp, which were 1000 black, and 80 European horfe: they were 
led by VafTerot, but whillf proceeding ftraight towards Trivadi, the 
Myforeans filed off from thence along the Panar, until they reached 
the bounds of Fort St. David, and then eroding the plain, and keep¬ 
ing about a mile from the tea, came in towards the evening at 
Ariancopang, three miles in the rear of the French camp at Perimbe 
They fet out from Trivadi, with 2000 head of cattle, which re¬ 
tarding their march, they left in different herds in various places, 
intending to return and bring them in by detachments; fo that only 
300 bullocks arrived with them at the French camp. 

The day after, Mr. Tally, in order to make proof of their fcrvice, 
advanced with them all, and the French European horfe, towards 
the grand guard of the Eiiglith cavalry, which was polled a mile and 
a half in front of the camp. All, when at a proper diltance, let 
olf on the gallop, and furrounded the guard on every fide. Colonel 
Coote immediately pulhed to relieve them with the main body of 
the cavalry, from the camp; but before they came up, as thefie kind 
of onfets are generally decided in a very few minutes, the whole 
guard was dilperfed, and hurrying back to take Ihelter with the 
main body. The Myforeans carried off 30 hones belonging to the 
black cavalry, and feven to the hulfars. 

Enfign Turner, who commanded at Cucklalore, receiving intel¬ 
ligence of the cattle which had been left on the wav, went 
out with the Sepoys of his garrifon, and in two or three days col¬ 
lected and drove in 900 of them; and none of the reft got into 
Pondicherry. 

The detachment of Myforeans efcorted the officers appointed by 
Hyder Alley to fettle the treaty and the plan of operations with the 
French government. A little before their arrival a report had been 
fpreacl, that orders were on the way recalling Mr. Lally to France; 
which the Myforeans hearing infifted that Mr. Deleyrit, and all the 
members of the Council, Ihould fign the treaty; had they re- 
fufed, no further affiftance was to be expedited ; they therefore figned 
it, but at the fame time compofed a proteft, which they kept en¬ 
tirely 





Book XII. Pondicherry, The My so re a ns. 
tirely fecret amongft themfelves, objefting more efpecially to the 
monthly fum which the Myforeans were to receive as pav, to dis¬ 
charge which no money exifted; and that the territories ceded to them 
were of much more value than the indefinite fervices they were likely 
to perform. Neverthelefs this clandeftine difapprobation was unwor¬ 
thy their office, being calculated to exempt themfelves from blame, and 
to exaggerate it on Mr. Lally, if affairs fhould better with the affifi¬ 
ance of the Myforeans; at the fame time the apparent function evinced 
that the council law no immediate means fo likely to flop the progrefs 
of the Englifh fucceffes, which had taken every thing abroad but 
Thiagar and Gingee, and were at this inftant menacing the capital, 
Pondicherry: fothat had the council meant fincerely, they only pro- 
mifed the half of what they had loft, or never ,pofTeffed, to obtain the 
only chance of gaining the other half, perhaps of preferving what 
remained. The treaty was figned on the 27th, and on the 28th at 
night all the Myforeans went away, promifing to return very foon 
with their whole force, and abundance of provifions. The next day 
the French army retreated from Perimbe to the bound-hedge. 

In this interval, the fquadron had been joined by two fhips of the 
line from England, the Norfolk of 74, and the Panther of 64 guns, 
which anchored at Cuddalore on the 15th; and a few days after one 
of the Company’s fhips arrived from Tellicherry on the Malabar 
coaft, with a detachment of 100 Europeans, and 122 Topaftes, 
lent from that fettlement by order from Bombay. This, with the 
detachment of artillery which arrived a little before, would have been 
a great reinforcement at any time, but was at this juncture more 
efpecially feafonable; and thefe exertions did honour to the councils 
of that Prefidency, which had hitherto been very cautious of parting 
with any part of its force. 

On the 30th, the day after the French army returned to their bounds,* 
Colonel Coote detached the remainder of the huftars, who were 20, 
500 black horfe, 50 European infantry, and four companies of Sepoys, 
to Major More, that he might be ftrong enough to encounter the 
whole body of the Myforeans in their approach to Pondicherry. 
This officer had been joined at Tricalore on the 24th, by Kiftna- 

row, 



OK COROM ANDFL. 


The \Y, 


Hook XII. 


row, with 500 borfe, am! as many Sepoys. They proceeded againft. 
Trichimungalum, which furrcndcrcd after a ftiort rcfiftance on the 
26th. The garrifon were a ferjeant, another European, and 180 
Scjxivs, with a truicli greater (fore of ammunition than their num¬ 
ber required. They had col'ccicd 900 head of cattle in the fort, 
ami a large quantity of grain in the town. Major Moore was 
again milled by his intelligence, and the party of Myforeans return¬ 
ing from Pondicherry to Thiagar palled again out of his reach. 

Mr. Lully determined to riiquc nothing before the main body 
of the Myforcans arrived; and his troops were too ftrongly polled 
in front ot, and within the bound-hedge, to be attacked by a force, 
which exceeded them lb little as the Knglilh armv, fmee the 
detachments it had lately lent abroad. So that both armies con¬ 
curring in the lame caution, in expectation of the lame event, 
nothing of any moment palled between them for twenty days. Co¬ 
lonel Coote, in this interval, went to Madrals. He left the camp 
on the 6th of July, and returned on the 14th. The next day he 
received intelligence from Major Moore, that the My fbreans were 
fet out from Thiagar, with a very large convoy of provifions. This 
intelligence was confirmed the next day, with their route; and at 
three the next morning, w hich was the 17th, the van divifion of 
the army under Colonel Moiftbn moved, and took poffeffion of 
Perimbe, which is the ground under the point of the red-hill directly 
oppolite to Villenore, The reft of the army came up before dav- 
light; a party was immediately detached to take poffeflion of the 
pettah of Villenore, and make preparations for batteries; another 
deftroyed a redoubt on the hill over Perimbe, which the enemy had 
lately erected, in the ipot where they before had raifed the barracks for 
their cavalry, which Colonel Coote had burnt on his firft excurfton 
to reconnoitre this ground fromPermacoil. The diftance acrofs, from 
the Red-hill, to the fort of Villenore and the river of Ariancopang, 
is little more than a mile, and the army poftefted the whole ipace 
in pofts and enclofures, W'hich could not be attacked in front to¬ 
wards Pondicherry without great diiadvantage; and nothing was 
apprehended in the rear, although the Myloreans were coming; for 
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they, it was not doubted, would, as before, endeavour to join the 

French army, by avoiding the Englifh. 

On this day, the 17th, the troops with Major Moore, and the 
whole body of the Mytoreans, advancing by different routes, arrived 
nearly at the fame hour in light of Trivadi. With Moore were 
180 European infantry, 30 Coffrees, and 50 hulfars, and together 
with Kiftnarow’s the black horfe were 1600, and the Sepoys 1100. 
The Mvforeaus were 4000 horfe well mounted, 1000 Sepoys, and 
200 Europeans, or Topalfes of the French army, of whom a part 
managed eight pieces of cannon. At this time, when the Englifh 
troops had been lb long accuftomed to fuccefs, it was fuppofed, that 
the force with Major Moore, notwithftanding the inequality of 
numbers, might have flood at leaf! an obflinate brunt; but it hap¬ 
pened otherwife; for by fome milchance or mifcon.dudt, of which 
no certain account has ever been given, they were totally routed. 
The black horfe and Sepoy’s, who it is faid firft gave way, difperfed 
on every fide ; five and twenty of the huffars were cut to pieces, 
and moft of the reft were wounded ; they were the only part which 
behaved with firmnefs, fighting after they were deferted by the 
European infantry, who retreated in great hurry and diforder to the 
fort of Trivadi, which they gained with the lofs of 15 killed and 
40 wounded. 

The news of this misfortune reached Colonel Coote the next day, 
and encreafed his anxiety to get poffeffion of Villenore ; for it was 
not doubted that Mr. Lally, as foon as joined by the Myforeans, 
would make every effort to fave this place. 

The left of the Englifh encampment was at the foot of the hill 
of Perimbe, and it extended 1 500 yards to the right, acrcfs the 
plain towards Villenore. Through the center of the camp paffed a 
road (railed as all the others on the plain above the common level 
of the ground, and) with a row of trees on each fide. This avenue 
comes almoft in a ftraight line from a redoubt in the bound-hedge, 
called the Villenore; but receives its name from the village of 
Oulgarry, through which it paffeth about half-way between the 
bound-hedge and the hill of Perimbe. At a thoufand yards in front 
Vol. IT. 4 N of 



646 The War of Coroma nd el. Bosk'XHL 

1760. of the Englilh encampment, and 2000 from the hoond-hedge» 
another avenue called the Villenofi*, ftfikes off from the avenue 
of Oulgarry, on the left as you come from the bound-hedge, on 
the right, if looking from the camp. The Villenore, after con¬ 
tinuing 400 yards at a right angle from the Oulgarry, turns nearly 
at another right angle, and leads ftraight weft, anti parallel to the 
other avenue; but ccafes midway in the plain between Perimbe, 
and the fort of Villenore, which Colonel Coote was preparing to 
attack, and which muft always be diftinguiftied, in confidering 
our narrative, from the redoubt of the fame name in the bound- 
hedge : the Villenore avenue, towards its termination, covered 
the right flank of the Englifh camp. From a redoubt in the bound- 
hedge, at 1000 yards to the right of the avenue of Oulgarry, com- 
menceth another avenue, called, as well as the redoubt itlelf, the 
Valdore: this avenue continues only 1 000 yards ftraight to the weft, 
when, flopped by the oppofition of the Red-hill, it inclines in ano¬ 
ther ftraight line to the left, until it has verged within 300 yards 
of the avenue of Oulgarry, which it then joins in another ftraight 
line, and at a right angle on the right, exactly facing the junction 
of the Villenore avenue 011 the other fide the road, fo that both to¬ 
gether interfecled the avenue of Oulgarry at right angles in the fame 
point. It was along the Valdore avenue that Colonel Coote, with 
his cavalry, followed the French troops, when they retreated before 
him on the 7th of March, the firft time he went to reconnoitre the 
ground about Pondicherry. Exadtly oppofite to the fecond angle 
of the Valdore avenue, as you come from the bound-hedge, and 
the firft if you are going to it from the avenue of Oulgarry, ftands 
a hillock, the higheft, and the only confpicuous one on the plain, 
detached from the Red-hill; from the outward ridge of which this 
hillock is about 300 yards diftant: thus fituated, it commanded 
in flank the third or laft, and in flant the middle or fecond turn¬ 
ing of the Valdore avenue. Colonel Coote, having confidered 
all the ground we have deferibed, fortified the hillock with a 
clofed redoubt of three guns, threw up a retrenchment of three 
guns acrofs the avenue of Oulgarry, 150 yards in front of the 
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fpot where it isjoilied by the two others, and raifecl another acrofs 
the Villenore avenue. Both retrenchments, and the redoubt on 
the hillock, lay nearly in the fame line in front of the camp, which 
the hill of Perimbe defended on the left; on the right, the plain 
on the other fide of the Villenore avenue was open and paffable to 
cannon and cavalry, even to the rear of the camp. But this ap¬ 
proach would now be protected by the troops ftationed in the vil¬ 
lages under Villenore, and employed in the attack of this fort. Ali 
the three works were finilhed between the night of the x 7th and 
the morning of the 19th. This difpofition was deviled with much 
fcience; for every thing was obviated which might produce a gene¬ 
ral dilaftcr, if the troops ihould be compelled to quit the attack of 
Villenore, of which the fuccels was lcarcely probable, if the enemy, 
as might be expedted, rilqued boldly for its fafety. 

A thirteen-inch mortar, fcnt from Madrafs, and landed at Cudda- 
lore, arrived in camp on the 19th, and was immediately planted to 
bombard the fort; but the lhells lent with it were too fmall, and 
would not take any certain range, and heavy rains prevented any 
work at the batteries during the night. 

The next morning the French army, not yet joined by the whole 
body of Myloreans, appeared advancing along the river of Arian- 
copang, as if they intended to attack the detachments ftationed 
to guard the batteries; on which Colonel Coote marched from 
the right of the camp with the two battalions of the Company’s 
troops, and half the horfe and Sepoys to meet the enemy, who 
halted, and began to cannonade; during which Draper’s and 
Coote’s regiments with the reft of the black troops, by previous 
difpofition, marched from the left of the camp along the foot of the 
Red-bill, as if they intended to ftorm the redoubts of the bound- 
hedge, and get into the rear of the enemy’s army. Mr. Lally be¬ 
lieved this feigned intention to be real, and immediately retreated 
to his former ftations; a few of the Englifti cavalry and Sepoys 
were wounded. In the evening the Myforeans arrived from Trivadi 
with 3000 bullocks, carrying their baggage, and drawing their ar- 
sMlery, and 3000 more, laden with rice, and other provilions; the 
- - ■ 4 N 2 French 
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1 ;6o. French detachments from Thiagar and Gingee accompanied them i 
they came in unmolefted, as before, by Ariancopang, and their ar¬ 
rival was complimented with a long falute of cannon. In the even¬ 
ing the guards before Villcnore were reinforced, and double diligence 
employed through the night at the batteries. 

The fort of Villenore was a circle 50 yards in diameter within the 
wall; it was furrounded by a ditch, a covered-way, and a glacis cut 
in angles, as a flar. The rampart was a conftru&ion of mafonry, 
divided into ten lodgements, or chambers, which were arched, the 
vaults bomb-proof, and the interftices at top were filled up to an 
equal level, which formed the terrace on which the cannon were 
mounted.* Each of the chambers was likewife opened through the 
outfide of the wall in cafements intended for cannon, but none 
were mounted in them. The breadth of the rampart, which was 
the length of the chambers, was 30 feet, and reduced the area 
within to a fmall pentagon, which in no direction was more than 
45 feet, over; io that if the chambers had not been bomb-proof, 
the place could not have flood an hour againft this kind of artillery. 
Two villages lay near the fort, one diredlly north, the other to the 
north-eaft. They were about 200 yards from each other, and both 
were occupied by the Englifh troops. The paflage through the 
glacis to the fort was flraight, and nothing obflrubted the view 
quite up to the foot of the wall but the barrier gate, and the draw¬ 
bridge, when up; neither of which could refill a Ihot; neverthelefs, 
the French had negledled to cover this opening by a traverfe, either 
in front or behind the paflage. The advantage was taken, and a 
battery of two eighteen-pounders was eredled between the two vil¬ 
lages, to breach through the opening: another of the fame force was 
ere&ed in the village to the north, to deftroy the parapet, and take 
in reverfe the part intended to be breached. 

Both batteries opened with the day on the 16th. At nine o’clock 
the French army, with all the Myforeans, horfe and foot, ap¬ 
proached along the bank of the river of Ariancopang. Some of the 
black horfe and Sepoys, with three field-pieces, were fent from the 
Englifh camp to flop their advanced parties, whilfl the line got 

under 
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under arms ; and as foon as they were in motion, a detachment of 
Europeans, with four field-pieces, filed off from the right to reinforce 
the villages of Villenore. By this time the batteries there had beat 
down the parapet, and filenced the enemy’s fire from the fort, when 
two companies of Sepoys let off on the full run, and ported them- 
felves under the brick facing of the covered-way, in a hollow, where 
the earth had not been filled up, as in other parts, to the creft of 
the glacis ; fome, more adventurous, jumped over the wall. Still 
the gari ifon had nothing to fear ; for the Sepoys had a ditch to pafs, 
and a very imperfect breach to mount: but the commanding officer 
held out a flag of truce, and opened the gates to a detachment of 
Europeans, who haftened up on the firft fight of the flag. They 
immediately railed the Englilh colours on the rampart, and turned 
the guns againft the French and Myforeans, who were advanced 
along the river-fide within the random reach of cannon-ffiot. The 
change was received with the curfes of every man in the French 
army. All the lines flopped involuntarily, and at once, ftricken by 
horror; and Mr. Lally, more confounded than any, immediately 
ordered the whole to retreat under the guns of Ariancopang. There 
were in the fort 30 Europeans, 1 a CofFrees, and eight pieces of can¬ 
non on the ramparts, which might have held out two days longer, 
before the Englilh would have ventured to ftorm ; and ten minutes 
more in the prefent hour would have brought on a general engage¬ 
ment to decide its fate. Of all his fuccefles, Colonel Coote deemed 
this the moft fortunate, becaufe leaft expedfed. Neverthelels he had 
exerted much ability to place the army in a fituation to make the 
attack in fight of the enemy’s, and, if it failed, have nothing un¬ 
equal to apprehend. 

The firrt arrival of the Myforeans in the province had alarmed 
the Prefidency of Madrafs, as much as it furprized the army; for, 
befides the interruption they might give to the fucceis of the war, 
the Nabob’s revenues were loft wherever their parties appeared; and, 
as horle, they might in the back country extend their ravages from 
Tritchinopoly to Arcot; and this detriment was the more dreaded, 
becaufe the company in England, relying on the treafurcs of Bengal, 

had 
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had determined to fend no bullion to any of their fettlements it! 
India, and the Prefidency of Bengal had confumed all their incomes, 
and were borrowing money. It was therefore propofed to the 
Nabob, who was at Madrafs, to march with what troops had ac¬ 
companied him thither, lupported by a detachment of Europeans 
from the garrifon, in order to prote£t the countries between Gingee 
and Trinomaly, and all behind them to Arcot. Captain Richard 
Smith, at Tritchinopoly, as foon as he had acquired intelligence of 
the ftrength and intentions of the Myforeans which were come into 
the Carnatic, propofed the expediency of a diverfion, by marching 
with a force from his garrifon, and attacking the diftrifls of My fore, 
which confine on the weftward to thofe of Tritchinopoly, whilft 
the troops ordered by Mahomed Iftoof from Madura, fhould keep 
the Myforeans of Dindigul at bay. The idea was approved as the 
moil probable refource; he was ordered to carry it into execution, 
and Tanjore and Toqdiman were requefted to give him what aflift- 
ance he might require. 

The Nabob marched from Madrafs on the 3d of July, and on the 
7tli he arrived at Vandivalh; after loitering there feme days, he 
fuddenly changed his mind from keeping the field againft the My- 
loreans, and went away to make his entrance into his capital of 
Arcot; but left 700 of his horfe, and 500 of his Sepoys, with his 
brother Maphuze Khan, who on the 2 2d came with them to the 
army at Perimbe. The day after Colonel Coote, with all the ca¬ 
valry of the army, _ a great part of the Sepoys, l'everal field-pieces, 
an eighteen-pounder on a field-carriage, but without any European 
infantry, advanced towards the bound-hedge. This defiance as it 
were of meeting the Myforeans with equal arms could not provoke 
them to come out and try their ftrength; but the French infantry 
advanced and cannonaded from feven pieces of cannon, which only 
wounded two European gunners. 

The next morning, the 24th, on intelligence that a large body 
of the Myforeans intended to march that night to the weftward to 
efcort provifions. Major Monfon was detached, with all the black 
cavalry, fix companies of Sepoys, and two field-pieces, to take poft 
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at Valdore, near which, it was fuppofed, the Myforeaas would re- 176c. 
turn; but only a few were gone out, who halted at Rangapillah’s 
choultry on the fea Ihore, fix miles to the north of the bound- 
hedge, where they were joined on the 26th by the large body from 
Pondicherry, of which intelligence had been given on the 24th. 

All went on to Permacoil; Major Monfon followed them on the 
27th, and arrived on the 28th, when none were remaining there. 

In the mean time, Lieutenant Eifer had been detached from the 
camp on the 26th, with 400 Sepoys, 30 Europeans, and a hundred 
black horfe, the beft in the army, to proceed from Rangapillah’s 
choultry along the fea-fhore, whilft Major Monfon was endea¬ 
vouring to come up with them on the other fide; but they had ftruck 
off in feveral parties, fome towards Gingee, others to the north¬ 
ward, fpreading to colled! cattle, and deftroying whatfoever elfe be¬ 
longed to the inhabitants, who, as their ground now fupplied the 
Englilh army with provifions, were every where confidered by the 
French as armies. One of thefe parties went to Allamparvah, 
where they plundered the pettah, and took a Lieutenant, who was 
lick, and chancing to be taking the air, having fnot him through 
the back as he was endeavouring to efcape in his palakin ; how¬ 
ever the cannon of the fort drove the party away, and. as they were 
returning along the fhore towards Pondicherry, they fell unawares 
acrofs Eifer’s detachment, by whom they were intirely routed, and 
30 of their horfe furrendered to him, with which he returned to 
the camp in the evening, where major Monfon’s divifion likewife 
rejoined the fame day; for the whole cavalry of the camp had 
marched in thefe two divifions. 

The laft day of the month brought the welcome arrival of five 
cf the Company’s Ihips from England in the Road of Cuddalcre: 
and two days after came in another, which had feparated from them. 

There were on board of the fix, 600 men drafted from regiments 
in England, to replace the deficiences which might have happened 
in Draper’s and Foote’s. 

Cn the 3d of Augulf, the free company of Frenchmen were fent AuguS. 
to get in the rear of one of the enemy’s advanced polls, which lay 
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in the Valdore road, about half a mile from the boundebedge. Tliay 
marched along the fkirts of the Red-hill, and, coming by furprize, 
killed and wounded feveral, and drove the reft to the bound-hedge. 

The Mylorcans, according to their contraCl, had delivered all the 
provilions they brought into the magazines of Pondicherry, where 
tbev were carefully ftored for future need. The purfuit of Monfon, 
and the luccels of Lifer, deterred them from going out again hi 
large detachments, and although the Englilh army could not cover 
the ground lufScientlv to prevent fmall parties from getting back, 
with a few head of cattle or other provilions, yet. all thefe fupplies 
were unequal to the daily confumption of 10,000 mouths; for, with 
their followers, the Myfore army amounted to this multitude; and 
in a few days rice began to fell in their camp at the rate of two 
pounds for a rupee. This diftrefs, the conftant fatigue and rifque 
neceftary to redrefs it, and their convictions of the ftiperiority of the 
Englifn army, as well by the lofs of Villenore, as the caution of the 
French to rifque an engagement ftnee that event, made them weary 
of their expedition and alliance; and their Sepoys, forefeeing lefs 
likelihood of retreating with fafety than the horle, began to delert in 
numbers every day. 

The garrifon of Gingee had collected 2000 carriage bullocks, and 
rice to load on them, and, with various parties which had got out 
from Pondicherry, 150 Europeans of the infantry, and 100 of the 
cavalry, were waiting there to efcort this train, expeCting to be 
joined by the Myl'ore horfe; who were by this time determined 
to go away to Thiagar, and return no more; on which, 50 more 
Europeans, with three companies of Sepoys, were detached from 
Pondicherry, to reinforce the convoy. Colonel Coote took meal'ures 
to prevent its arrival. Some Sepoys patroled along the l'ea-fhore, as 
far as Rangapillah’s choultry; from Alamparvah, Martin, with the 
free company, four of Sepoys, and three field-pieces, marched on 
the 12th, to lie between Valdore and Permacoil, and were rein¬ 
forced the next day by 30 huflars with Lieutenant Kircher. Whilft 
thefe parties were on the north and N. w. Enfign Turner marched 
from Cuddalorp to Trivadi, with the feven companies of Sepoys 
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belonging to that garrifon, in which Major Monfon remained 
with the troops juft arrived from England : fo that the outlets to 
the s. w. and s. were equally well guarded, and the main body of 
the army lying between Villenore and the Red-hill utterly pre¬ 
cluded the paflage to or from the weft. The convoy from Gingee 
were expected to fet out on the 12th, but did not until the evening 
of'the 13th; intelligence of which was foon after brought to Colo¬ 
nel Coote, who went off at 11 at night, with all the black cavalry, 
200 Europeans, the hundred Topaffes from Bombay, and two field- 
pieces, and proceeded towards Killenore. The fame night the 
greateft part of the Myfore horfe decamped from the glacis of 
Pondicherry, and marching faft fell in when it was deep dark 
with Martin and Kircher, who, charging them unexpectedly met 
no refiftance, killed 40, took 200 of their horfe, and 900 bullocks 
laden with their baggage. At day-break Colonel Coote came up 
with his party, when all the Myforeans were not yet out of 
fight; they were retreating in broken parties to the weft-ward. 
Colonel Coote divided his force in purfuit of them, which returned 
the fame day with many more bullocks and two European prifoner$. 
One divifion of the Myforeans efcaped both the encounter and pur- 
fuLt. They were at fbme diftance in the rear, when the front was 
flopped, on which they immediately turned back, and paffing as 
they had come at the back of the Red-hill, and by the fea fhore, re¬ 
gained the bounds of Pondicherry. 

Notwithftanding this rout, it was ftill confidered as doubtful, 
whether the Myforeans might not join and return with the convoy 
waiting at Gingee: and to prevent the continual fatigue of detach¬ 
ments marching from the camp on every report, to watch and in¬ 
tercept their approach, it was determined to poft a force fufficient 
to cope with them feparate from the main body of the army, which 
continued at Perimbe. The detachment which had accompanied the 
Nabob from Madrafs, when it was liippofed he intended to keep 
the field towards Trinomaly, advanced from Vandivafh: and on the 
19th encamped at Ratlagramon, a town under the hills to the eaft 
of Gingee, and ten miles north of Valdore; a Ration which the 
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oimov i-tnilil not avoid without much circuit and trouble. The 
detachment, was immediately joined by another from the camp, 
when the whole amounted to 200 European toot, 50 CoiTrees, 500 
Sepoys, ;o European horfe, hollars, and 500 black horfe; they 
wore commanded by Captain Prefton. 

Tlie 500 Myforeans which had returned to Pondicherry were afraid 
to venture out again in a body, but in every of the fucceeding nights 
lent oft final! parties, which puffed undiicovered. To flop thofe 
which, remained, two companies of Sepoys, with 100 of the black 
horfe, were detached with Enfign Meredith, and took poft at Ran- 
gapillah’s choultry. Another detachment of Sepoys marched the 
lame day from the camp in quell; of a party of Europeans v, hich 
had marched the night before from Pondicherry for Gingee, but 
only brought back four, whom they had picked up lagging oil tire 
road with fatigue. Early the next morning, a ftrong detachment 
from the bounds attacked the poll at Rangapillah’s choultry, and 
obliged the party there to retreat. On the firll: notice, two compa¬ 
nies of Sepoys, and all the grand guard of cavalry, marched to li.il- 
tain them, and the enemy retired on their appearance. 

.hi two oi' three nights more, all the Myforeans who had returned 
to Pondicherry were gone, and all their parties had elcaped without 
interruption. News was received at this time that their main body, 
'-vhicb had affembled at Thiagar, were marched from thence 
to attack Trinomaly; it was therefore concluded, that they would 
make no farther efforts of confequence to fuccour Pondicherry with 
provifions; and in this perfuafion, the Preftdency refumed the in¬ 
tention of blockading Pondicherry by fea and land; and the Go¬ 
vernor Mr. Pigot came from Madrafs to confer with Admiral Stevens 
and Colonel Coote on the means. 

The ground between Villenore and Perimbe was the heft on which 
'he Englilh army could continue, whilft the Myforeans remained 
with the French; for it prefented a narrow front, was of hazardous 
approach, afforded feveral ftrong pofts, and was centrically fituated 
for the expedition of detachments to interrupt any which might be 
lent from, or coming to the enemy’s camp. But this fituation did 

not 
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not fully anfwer the purpofe of a blockade, which was to reduce 1 760. 
the town by famine; for, being five miles diftant, the army was 'XjgiTik 
not fufficient to form a chain of ports in a curve of 15 miles from 
the fea-fhore on the north to the fea-fhore on the i'outh of the 
town, dole, or in all parts ftrong enough, to intercept every 
thing. The bound-hedge of Pondicherry fweeps from the north 
to the s. E. of the town, where it ceafes on the bank of the river 
of Ariancopang, which in two arms, with an ifland between them, 
fupplies the reft of the barrier to the fouth of the town. The 
area included by the hedge with the arms of the river, com¬ 
prizes nearly feven fquare miles. This ground afforded pafture for 
a number of cattle, which, if unmolefted, might, whilft the 
Englifh army remained at their prefent diftance, fupply the troops 
and inhabitants with provifions for feveral months; and the daily' 
conliimption might be replaced by fmall convoys from without; fo 
that the enemy could not be feverely diftrefted, until pent within 
the bound-hedge, when its redoubts and other ftations in pofleffion 
of the Englifh, would fuffer nothing to remain abroad beyond the 
foot of the glacis, and even there not in quiet. Thefe ports would 
likewiie obftruft the introduction of fupplies in the whole extent of 
the hedge, and the prelent ftock would remain the principal reliance, 
until the French army (hould be fufficiently reinforced to recover 
them; but now that the Myforeans were gone, no probability re¬ 
mained of any troops coming to the fuccour of the town, excepting 
from the fea. Neverthelels the Englifh force was not yet fufficiently 
luperior, even if in pofleffion of the bound-hedge, to open trenches 
nvainft the town; and if it had, the preparation, embarkation, 
and tranfport of the artillery and ftores, which were all to come 
from Madrafs, could not be accomplifhed before the fetting-in 
of tire monloon, which at fartheft might be expended in the middle 
of October. If the French fleet appeared before this time, the iffiie 
of the fight at fea would determine the future fuccefs of the fiegc; 
if not, their delay rnuft arife from the want of force to cope with 
Mr. Stevens’s fquadron; and in this cafe, it was fcarcely to be doubted 
that tingle fhips, or more, would at any rifique venture with relief 
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in the height of the rtormy weather, in expectation that the Engliffe- 
jq nadron would have left the coaft to avoid it, as they had done 
during every monioon for the lafl five years. Thus it became tte- 
eeflary to ge t pofleflion of the bound hedge and its redoubts with¬ 
out delay; and then that the fquadron Ihould continue in fight of 
Pondicherry through the monfoon, in order to intercept wbatfbever 
fhips might be coming either with troops or provifions: but, pre¬ 
vious to the attack of the hedge, Colonel Coote thought it neceffary 
to reduce the fort of Ariancopang, which Handing on the fouth fide 
of the river, almoft oppofite, although at fome diftance from the 
termination of the hedge on the other bank, commanded all the 
ground between, as well as in front down to the llrand of the tea; 
fo that from the garrifon of the town on the one hand, and the 
fort on the other, this quarter of the circumvallation, fuppoiing 
the hedge to be taken, could not be completed without more force 
than the army could fpare from other parts; and even then the polls 
eftablilhed on this fide would be continually expofed to dangerous 
attacks; in the mean time, this extent of ground would remain 
open for the introduction of convoys; which, detachments from 
the fort of Ariancopang, if taken, might eafily intercept- The 
force of the Englifh army before the town, exclufive of garrifons 
and detachments, was 2000 Europeans, and 6000 natives, either 
liorfe or Sepoys. If Ariancopang were attacked by a detachment, 
the number requifite, of 800 Europeans, would leave the main 
body fcarcely a match for the whole of the enemy’s force, if col¬ 
lected to attack them, who doubtlefs would make the effort. If 
Ariancopang were inverted by the whole army, they mull move from 
the advantageous ground between Villenore and Perimbe, which 
would leave all to the north of Pondicherry open, and admit the 
French army then to detach a force, which, joined with the party 
already at Gingee, would be able to drive Prellon from Rattlagram- 
mon, and bring in, if not the whole, at leall a confiderable part 
of the convoy collected there. Thefe grounds and circumflanees Mr. 
Pigot reprefented in a memorial to Admiral Stevens, and, in con¬ 
sequence of them, requelled that he would land all the marines of 
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the fquadron, to enable, the army to attack Ariancopang, and take 1760. 
po Hellion of the bound-hedge; and that he would determine to re- 
main on the coaft with the whole fquadron, through the monfoon. ^ 
Mr. Stevens was very loth to deprive hislhips of their marines dur¬ 
ing the expectation of an engagement with the enemy’s fquadron, 
but at length acquiefced to the neceffity and importance of the fer- 
vice they might render on Ihore; and promifed without hefitation 
that his fquadron Ihould not quit the coaft until compelled by irre- 
fiftible necelfity. Accordingly, the marines were landed at Cudda- 
lore on the 27th; they were, including officers, 422 Europeans. 

The Mylbreans, as foon as they arrived before Trinomaly, made 
an attack on the pettah, in which they were repulled with the lofs 
of fifty or fixty men: but continued to inveft the place. Captain 
Prefton, on intelligence of their intention, fent off on the 22d two 
companies of Sepoys from Ratlagrammon, who, by bye ways in the 
mountain, got into the fort on the 26th; and the day after, the 
enemy in greater force than before made another affault, in which 
they were again beaten off, with the lofs of fixty men, and an of¬ 
ficer of diftinftion; the garrifon fallied as they retreated, and obliged 
them to abandon two field-pieces, which they had brought up and 
uled in the attack. The whole raifed the liege immediately, and 
returned to Thiagar. 

Two hundred Europeans, with fome Sepoys, and two guns, 
marching round the Red-hill in the night of the 23d, eft aped the 
interruption of the Englilh guards, and arrived the next day at 
Gingee; from whence they fet out again in different parties, effort - 
ing 2000 bullocks loaded with provilions; of which i'ome were dif- 
perfed by Prefton, as they were coming out of the hills; and ;oo 
were taken, when advanced within a few miles of the Englilh camp, 
by a detachment of Sepoys and black horfe, fent out to look for 
them; and none got into Pondicherry: but as all that had been 
attacked had been met in the night, the efforts regained Gingee with 
very little lofs. Three or four thoufaud more bullocks were ready to 
be fubftituted as the convoys fent might fail, and it was now deter¬ 
mined to fend the whole of this collection together, under the 
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lliongeit efcort that could be rifqued abroad; accordingly Mr. LaHy 
detached ioo of the French cavalry and feveral more companies of 
Sepoys from Pondicherry, to join the troops already at Gingee; 
l'o that one third of his whole force was now employed in this 
la vice; and he had by much folicitation, and by inducements 
of which we are ignorant, prevailed on the Myforeans to fend back 
Soo of their horle to Gingee, who were likevvife to accompany the 
convoy; and this body of horfe arrived there at the fame time as 
the laft detachment from Pondicherry. Intelligence was received 
on the 29th, that the convoy with the whole efcort intended to 
let out from Gingee in the enfuing night; on which, dilpofitions 
were made to oppofe their paffage. 

The whole of the Red-hill is interfered by winding dales, in 
which troops may march unperceived until met within them, or dii- 
covered from the riling grounds above: in the middle of the gene¬ 
ral plot of the Red-hill, hands one eminence higher than any of 
the others, and called from the trees it bears, the Tamarind grove: 
this hillock has dales on each fide of if, which join with others, 
leading from the plain of the country on the outfide of the Red-hill 
to the n. w. at the fartheft difirance from the Englifh camp, from 
the left of which lhouldered under the extremity of the Red-hill at 
Perimbc, the Tamarind grove was. two miles to the n. e. and it was 
three to the n. w. of Pondicherry. This fituation being central for 
the interruption of troops marching through the dales of the Red-hill, 
either to or from Pondicherry, Colonel Coote, who, by his continual 
excurfions, knew all the ground in the adjacencies of his camp, or¬ 
dered a redoubt to be raifed there, which was finifhed in the day. Left 
the convoy fhould attempt to make their way to the fbuth of the 
river of Ariancopang, the whole body of marines, which were ftill 
remaining at Cucklalore, were ordered to march fome miles from 
thence along the riv er Paliar, and to advance fix companies of Se¬ 
poys beyond them towards Trivadi; whilft fcouts from the camp 
patroled between the two rivers: and, to watch the convoy if com¬ 
ing by the direct road from the weft, feveral companies of Sepoys 
from Valdore proceeded along it towards Gingee. The convoy fet 
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out from hence on the 29th, the day appointed; but Captain Prerton r 760. 
having two days before taken a mud fort, called Penamalee, (ituated 
at the opening of the hills, ported a ftrong guard there, which the 
enemy miftaking for the whole of his force, retired again, and after¬ 
wards hearing of the difpofitious made from the Englilh camp, re- 
folved to proceed as before in feparate troops. 

On the 2d of September arrived at Cuddalore three of the King’s 
rtiips, convoying feveral of the Company’s from England. Of the 
men of war two were the America, and Medway, each of 60 guns, 
which compleated the lquadron before Pondicherry to 17 fail of 
the line. In the Company’s fhips were part of a Highland regiment, 
lupplied by the government, in addition to the troops it had already 
tent to India. Thefe mighty aids witneffed in this quarter of the 
globe, as equal efforts, wherefoever neceffary, in every other, the 
l'uperior energy of that mind, who poffefling equally the confidence 
of his love reign and the nation, conduced the arduous and exten- 
live war in which they were engaged againft their great and only 
rival. 

The fame evening Colonel Coote ordered 400 men to march and 
invert the fort of Ariancopang; but Colonel Monfon, the next in com¬ 
mand, did not approve the operation, although it had been pleaded to 
Admiral Stevens, as the principal inducement to land the marines of 
the fquadron: and Colonel Coote, not to difguft pertinacity, when 
concurrence was fo neceffary, countermanded the detachment. 

Mr. Lally received information, that the detachment had been 
paraded, and fufpe&ed the fervice for which it had been intended. 

Such a proof of the opinion which the Englifh army entertained of 
their own fuperiority, convinced him that it would toon be followed 
by tome real blow of equal detriment, if they were not immediately 
convinced, that his own was capable of more than acting on the 
defenfive. He retolved to attack their camp by furprize on the 
night of the 4th, and his ditpofitions were made with much tkili 
and fagacity. 

In the three fhips at anchor before the town, were 150 European 
mariners; they were all landed, and Lafcars lent on board. Thele 
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Europeans, with fome Sepoys, were allotted to guard the redoubts 
in the bound-hedge, that all the regular European military might 
fi-rve in the intended attacks, excepting the artillery men, who 
were diftributed on the ramparts of the town, and in the out-pofh 
which mounted cannon. By the detachments lately fent abroad, 
the whole force that could march on the prefent fervice were i loo 
European infantry, too European horfe, and 900 Sepoys. The 
battalion of India and the volunteers of Bourbon, amounting to 
300 rank and file, had for fome days been encamped under the fort 
of Ariancopang; the Portugueze company, which was likewife 
called the company of Jefus, and had a Jefuit at their head, with 
fome Sepoys, were quartered in the Company’s gardens, fituated 
within the bound-hedge in the road towards the Valdore redoubt; 
the regiments of Lorrain and Lally, joo men, the marines of the 
fquadron, 200, and 500 Sepoys, were in the town; the horfe were 
diftributed in different patroles. The gates of the town were Ihut 
early, and opened again at ten at night; and although Colonel 
Coote entertained fpies and correfpondents in the town, not one of 
them acquired the leaft: furmife of Mr. Lally’s intentions, or fuf- 
pefted any unufual operation. 

The marines and Sepoys marched out of the town in two parties, 
told off in equal numbers of each. They proceeded to the Val¬ 
dore redoubt, and in the way the Portugueze company, with the 
Sepoys at the garden, fell into the rear and formed the third fub- 
divifion of this line. Continuing in the avenues from the Valdore 
redoubt, the firft party foon turned to the right, to gain the 
Red-hill, and proceed in it to the attack of the Tamarind redoubt; 
in which, if they fiacceeded, they were to march acrofs to the 
left and join the fecond; which followed them, and quitting 
•the avenue likewife, were to advance along the foot of the out¬ 
ward ridge of the Red-hill, until they had gained the flank of the 
Englifh redoubt on the hillock in the plain, which they were then 
to bear down upon, and attack. The Portugueze and Sepoys, which 
were the third fub-divifion, were to proceed quite through the three 

lines 



Book XII. Pondicherry. 

lines of the Valdore avenue, difperfing what patroles and out-guards 
might be in the way, and to take port at the junftion of this avenue 
with that of Oulgarry, where they were to wait the orders of the 
officer who commanded the attack, which was to be made by the 
regiments of Lorrain and Lally. Thefe troops, in two divifions, 
marched from the town, and through the bound-hedge, along the 
avenue of Oulgarry, until they came to the head of this village, 
where a deep water-courfe croffed the avenue, and had a bridge over 
it, which was defended by a retrenchment with guns. Here Lor¬ 
rain halted, whilft Lally’s regiment, quitting the avenue by the left, 
marched outwards in the fields to fall on the right flank of the 
Englifh redoubt in this avenue; to which Lorrain was to advance 
ftraight along the avenue, and attack at the fame time. When car¬ 
ried, the Portuguefe company, with the Sepoys, which w'ere the 
third fub-divifion of the attack to the right, were to join, and, 
with Lorrain’s and Lally’s, proceed acrofs on the left to attack the 
retrenchment in the Villenore avenue which flood in the fame pa¬ 
rallel as that in the avenue of Oulgarry; but the Villenore retrench¬ 
ment had on its left a large garden, called from its owner, Barthel- 
mi’s ; in which were likewife pofted aftrong guard with lome field- 
pieces. When this garden and retrenchment were carried, all the 
troops of this attack were to regulate themfelves by the fuccefs of 
another attack on their left, which was to be made by the India 
Battalion and the volunteers of Bourbon. They were to march 
from the fort of Ariancopang, acrofs the river, to the villages un¬ 
der the fort of Villenore ; but were to leave two field-pieces on the 
plain in their way from the river, in order to fecure their retreat. 
As loon as the firing became general, at the retrenchment in the 
Oulgarry road, the redoubt on the hillock, and the tamarind re¬ 
doubt, thefe troops were to advance from the village in which they 
were halting, and proceed along a fhort road which w ould bring 
them to the termination of the Villenore avenue, and exactly in the 
rear of the right flank of the Englifh encampment; on which 
they were to fall whth the utmoft vigour, in full confidence, that 
the other attacks would have thrown the whole camp into diibrder, 
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1760. by the uncertainty and diftraftion of what and where fucoours were 
iqmimbir. t0 be lent. Mr. Lally, with a guard of horfe, remained at the 
bridge of Oulgarry. Calculation had been made, when all the 
troops would arrive within equal reach of their reipeftive attacks, 
where they were to wait in lilc nee for the fignal of two fky-rockets,. 
which were to be thrown up at Oulgarrv, when all were- to advance 
to the attacks allotted them. 

The Iky-rockets were foot off a little before midnight, and foort- 
after the firing commenced nearly at the fame time, at the tama¬ 
rind redoubt, the hillock, and at the retrenchment in the avenue of 
Oulgarrv. The attack at the tamarind redoubt was repulled ; but 
the redoubt on the hillock was carried ; the lieutenant of the artil¬ 
lery and three gunners were made prifoners there, and the reft of 
the guard driven out, nor did they rally; which gave the enemy 
time to carry off a brafs three-pounder, deftroy the carriage of ano¬ 
ther gun, lpike up a third, and burn down the battery. At the re¬ 
trenchment in the Oulgarry road, the attack and defence were 
more fierce. Colonel Coote himfelf brought down troops to that 
in the Villenore avenue and Barthelmi’s garden, and, inftead of 
waiting to be attacked, advanced acrofs to fuftain the other redoubt;; 
againft which Lorrain and Lally’s perfifted until eight ferjeants, be¬ 
tides common men, of Lally’s, were killed; when the officers, hear¬ 
ing no figns of the main attack on the right and rear of the Englilh 
camp, drew off. This divifion, by fome unaccountable miftake, in¬ 
ftead of advancing to the villages under the fort of Villenore, halt¬ 
ed in another a mile to the louth of it, not far from the river, and 
in a line with the village of Oulgarry. At this erroneous diftance, 
they had not time, after the llcy-rockets were fired, to reach the 
ground of their attack, before the three others were either repulfed or 
ceafed. They were led by D’Harambure, who had always behaved 
hitherto with gallantry, and efpecially during the march of Mr. 
Law’s reinforcement to Hyderabad in 1756;. but Mr. Lally, with 
the ufual feverity of his prejudices, imputed the failure to a defign, as 
the commander of the Company’s troops, of fruftrating the honour 
which would have redounded on himfelf, had the hardy effort 

he 
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he was making fucceeded to his expectation. About twenty Se- 1760. 
poys were killed and wounded of the Englifh troops, but fewer 
Europeans’. Of the enemy, 30 Europeans were luppofed to be 
killed, and mod of them either in Lorrain or Lally’s; four were 
made priioners, with Mr. D’Autueil, the fame officer we have feen 
opening the inteftine war of the Carnatic at the battle of Amboor, 
in which the Nabob’s father fell, and who afterwards iurrendered 
to Clive at Volcondah. 

The fhips laft arrived from England brought commiffions from 
the war-office appointing majors Brereton and Monfotr to the rank 
of lieutenant colonels, with prior date to Colonel Coote ; but both 
were ordered not to ailert their commiffions whilft he remained on 
the coaft. Colonel Coote neverthelefs concluded that it was in¬ 
tended he ffiould remove as foon as might be to his original and 
eftablifhed command in Bengal, nor did Monfon propofe to continue 
ferving under him, but offered to retire to Madrafs; but Coote im¬ 
mediately delivered over to him the command of the army, and went 
thither himfelf, and requefted to proceed with his whole regiment 
to Bengal. The Preiidency remonftrated againft the detriment, and 
Monion declared that the blockade of Pondicherry muff be raifed if 
thefe troops were taken away .: on which Coote confented to leave 
< hem. 
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C OLONEL Monlonbeing now mafter of his own views, car¬ 
ried into execution an operation which he had propofed in the 
council of war a few days before, when Colonel Coote explained his 
intention of attacking the fort of Ariancopang. 

The bound-hedge of Pondicherry, befides its natural defence of 
trees and thorns, is ftrengthened by four redoubts; one on the north, 
oppofite to the north-weft angle of the town, another nearly weft 
of this angle, a third nearly weft of the fouth-weft angle, and the 
fourth ftands dire&ly fouth-weft of the fame point. All took their 
names from their fttuations; the north was called the Madrafs re¬ 
doubt, the next the Valdore, the third the! Villenore, and that to 
the louth-weft the Ariancopang redoubt. From the Villenore re¬ 
doubt led the road and avenue, which paffed through the center of 
the Englilh camp at Perimbe and about a mile from the hedge this 
avenue leads through the village of Oulgarry, in which were feve- 
ral country-houfes belonging to the French inhabitants of Pondi¬ 
cherry, and a church belonging to the Jefuits. The regiment of 
Lorrain and Lally, which at this time did not aflemble both to¬ 
gether more than 400 men, were remaining in this village lince the 
late attack on the camp. The marines, 300 men, were within the 
hedge, to defend the redoubt of Valdore with the part of the hedge 
on each hand. The battalion of India, confifting of 500 men, were 
ftationed at the Villenore and at the Ariancopang redoubts, and be¬ 
tween them. The north fide of the hedge, with the Madrafs re¬ 
doubt. 
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d.aiht, as hems' at the fartheft difiaucc front the Englifli camp, was 
trulfell to the Se|x>vs. The horfc, flail only too riders, were dif- 
jk ! led in different pods round the limits. The red of the arirtv, 
w inch, rvlulive of the garrilbn of G ingee and its out-pofls, confided 
c,j s -o■'> European font, i European itnrlc, and 500 Sepoys, were 
, h >id, n nit of them waitin'? to efcort the provilions colkdted at 
C. mp'oc, 

At r pi- i lit the whole of the Englifli army were underarms; 
1 pm, 1 .no ul numl.„i it am each of the different bodies were left, 
to dr I u 1 t!v chut, d tb main body appointed to march was 
divided into two hnsnirles, ot which the principal officers had the 
dn hr.ore rc 1 n m 1 cred tin 1 j uid of their ivipeetive attacks as 
near as the enunv’s ont-poih would admit. The regiments of 
Draper and Cooic, comprizing both together 1000 men, 200 of the 
marines, flic 150 highlanders, with 500 depots, and tour field- 
pieces, marched off their ground from the left of the camp at 
three m the morning, and entered into the Red-fiill, in which they 
were to take a large circuit round the tamarind-grove, and, coming- 
out where neareft, were to attack the Vaklore redoubt, and the weft 
fide of the hedge adjoining. This brigade was formed into two 
divifions; the grenadiers of the two regiments led the firft, under 
the command of major Robert Gordon ; major William Gordon 
commanded the rear divition, and colonel Monfon ,the whole of this 
attack. The other brigade was competed of the Coromandel battalion 
800, the two French companies 120, the Bombay detachment of 3^0 
Europeans andTopaffes, 600 Sepoys, and four fickl-picces. They were 
to march from the right and attack the enemy’s troops polled in Oul- 
garrv, and after routing them, to proceed and leize the Villenore 
redoubt. Joieph Smith, who fince the departure of Calliaud to Bengal 
was the firII officer on the coaft of the Company’s troops, and a 
few days before had been appointed by the Prelideney of Madrafs 
to the rank of major, commanded this brigade. The cavalrv, black 
as well as white, were intended to appear before the Ariancopang 
redoubt during tire two other attacks, in order to prevent the troops 
there from lending detachments to fnpport. them. 
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Major Smith’s brigade, having much lefs ground to go than. 
Monlon’s, did not move until four in the morning. The enemy’s g 
entrenchment in front of the village of Oulgarry lay acrofs the ave¬ 
nue, and they had an advanced poll: in a garden beyond, but a little 
to the right of the entrenchment. Smith, to avoid the immediate 
difcovery of his brigade, as well as the direct fire of the entrenchment 
along the avenue of Oulgarry, marched down the Villenore, as 
far as Barthelme’s garden, which lies on the left as-you come downj. 
the line then turned and piaffed through the garden, which brought 
them half the diftance between the two avenues, when the bri¬ 
gade ftruck down through the intervals of fome inclofures, which 
led to the left of the village of Oulgarry, from whence they might 
likewife take the entrenchment in reverfe; but the two French, 
companies were lent off immediately from the garden to crofs the- 
avenue of Oulgarry, and attack, the enemy’s advanced poll on the- 
©ther fide of this avenue ; but were not to begin their attack, before 
the firing commenced upon Oulgarry, which fcon happened ; for 
fome black fellow's belonging to the French troops, who were afieep. 
in the ftreets of a ruined hamlet which flood oppofite to the angle 
of the entrenchment, awakened at the wheels of the field-pieces- 
w hich moved in front of the brigade, and fled v/ith the alarm to 
the troops in Oulgarry, who immediately began to fire from the 
entrenchment, with fix field-pieces in barbette, and with fome aim,, 
as the day had begun to dawn. The Englilh field-pieces, winch 
w'ere of the fame number and. calibre, drew' out of the village to 
anfwer them, and were fupported by a part of the line; whilfl the 
reft palled on to gain the flank of the village of Oulgarry : when 
oppofite to it, divilions were detached to attack the enclofures, 
which the enemy had lined with troops. In the mean time, the 
two French companies, led by captain Myers, ftormed the advanced 
poft on the other fide of the road, and feized four pieces of cannon 
which were there, on which the party ftationed with them retreated 
in much hurry to the main body at Oulgarry, who, dilpirited by 
their rout, flackened infenfibly the defence of the enclofures, and 
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ceafed firing the field-pieces in the intrenchment Rcrofs the avenue. 
Major Smith perceived this waveringffigmficd it to his troops; and 
put himfclf at the head of the grenadiers. Wherever he comdsanded, 
aft'cdlion to the man confpircd with duty to the officer. The grena¬ 
diers ruthed on without firing, forced their way over the enclofures, 
and fell amongft the enemy, dealing their arms with irrefiftible im- 
petuolitv, increafed by the difadvantages they had lurmounted: all 
the reft entered at other parts, driving the enemy before them acrofs 
the road ; but thofe at the intrenchment had time to lpike up the 
cannon, and then followed the reft, who were running towards a 
riling ground on the other fide of the road, but farther back towards 
the bound-hedge. The main body of the brigade took pofTeflion of 
Oulgarry, and were foon after joined by the divilion with captain 
Myers, which had killed fome, and brought prifoners. During this, a 
body of Europeans were deferied advancing direftl v towards Oulgarry, 
in the plain between this and the Valdore avenue: their diftmdions 
could not be perceived, and the fudden halt of the run-a-ways on 
the rifing ground rendered their appearance very fufpicious. Mef- 
fengers after meflengers were fent to difeover whether they were 
friends or foes, but none returned before Major William Gordon him- 
felf came, and gave an account that the Tear div ilion of Colonel Mon- 
fon’s brigade, which he commanded, had feparated from the van 
amongft the fand hills in the dark; and had continued wandering 
about until they heard the fire of the attack at Oulgarry, to which 
he had haftened to give affiftance; but it was now too late; other- 
wife his error might have been retrieved by the important fervice of 
intercepting the regiments of Lorrain and Lally in the confufion of 
their flight out of Oulgarry, who, in this cafe, would in all probabi¬ 
lity have been deftroyed to a man: during his report, ftrong firing 
was heard at the Valdore redoubt. 

It was fome time before the van of Colonel Monfon’s brigade dif- 
covered the feparation of the rear, which by turning wrong had got 
into windings leading towards the plain; and Colonel Monlon, ap- 
prehenfive that the rejun&ion could not be made before the dawn 
* of 
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of day, which was the time deftined for the attack of the Valdore 1760. 

redoubt, judicioufly determined to rifque it with the van divifion of s^^ibsr. 

his brigade alone. They defiled out of the fand hill exactly right, 

whilft it was ftill dark, at an opening dirc£Uy on a line with the 

weftern fide of the bound-hedge and the redoubt, up to which, the 

road, when near, leads in a lane between two enclofures towards 

the flank of the redoubt. Two field-pieces were in the front of 

the line, followed by the grenadiers of the two regiments of Draper 

and Coote, after whom came the reft of the Europeans, and then 

the Sepoys of the divifion. Colonel Monfon knew the ground, and 

intended that the line, inftead of advancing through the lane 

between the enclofures, fhould pals through the enclofure on the 

right, which being, a coco-nut garden, was furrounded by a ditch 

and hedge of little interruption; and the ground within was not 

only firm, but free from underwood, and the trees thernfelves have 

no branches. When paft the garden, they were to proceed ftraight 

on to the Valdore avenue, which was not far diftant, and, having 

crofted it, were to file down on the other fide, to gain the left flank 

of the Valdore redoubt; where, if not difcovered, they could not 

be expected, and the bound-hedge hereabouts was not fo ftrong as 

on the other fide. The redoubt had a dry ditch, with palifadoes at 

the bottom, and fix embrafures, of which the parapet was fraized. 

The grenadiers were to rulh on, and efcalade the redoubt without 
firing, whilft the reft of the line were, part to flipport them, and 
part to fpread along the bound-hedge, and to force their way through 
wherever they could find openings, or at leaft to continue the fire 
until they had driven away the enemy, who were expected to line 
and defend the other fide; the two field-pieces were likewife to affift 
in this fervice after the grenadiers had pafted them to the elcaladc. 

The day had begun to dawn, when the head of the line arrived at 
the two enclofures, and Major Robert Gordon, who, excepting Mon- 
Ton, only knew the courfe of march, and was to lead the grenadiers 
to the aflault, was not prefent: and the grenadiers, wanting orders, 
naturally entered the lane which lay before them. Officers were. 
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feat back to Colonel Monlbn, to know what next they were to do, 
Monlbn, exafperated at this fecond tniftake in the conduct of his 
brigade, ran forward to rectify it if poflible, or to put himfelf at the 
head of the grenadiers, and lead the aflault. Juft as he reached 
them, the enemy diicovercd the line which had got to the end of 
the lane, within a hundred yards of the redoubt, which in this flank 
had a twenty-four pounder, double loaded with langrain. They 
fired it, and its execution was terrible, killing eleven men, and 
wounding 26; amongft them Colonel Monion fell, ftruck with a 
piece of iron, which broke both the bones of his leg. The grenadiers, 
inftead of being dilmaved, or now hefitating for want of order, of 
their own motion, rufhed to the efcalade; and the officers, of their 
own judgement, got the line as faft as they could out of the en- 
clofed way, and led them to the hedge, when the attack and de¬ 
fence foon became general and extenfive; but the aflault of the 
grenadiers flopped the firing of the cannon from the redoubt, which 
otherwile would have continued to enfilade the troops attacking the 
hedge. Tile grenadiers, although feverely galled by mulketry from 
above and in flank, perfifted after feveral repulfes, and at length 
forced their way through the embrafures of the redoubt, when the 
troops within quitted it, and ran out of the gorge; on which all 
defending the hedge abandoned their polls likewife, and the whole 
hurried in dilbrder to gain the glacis of the town. 

The regiments of Lorrain and Lally continued fome minutes on 
the riling ground, in as much uncertainty as Major Smith’s brigade, 
who the troops of Major William Gordon’s divifion might be; but 
remained firm until they heard the firing at the Valdore redoubt, 
when comprehending the whole difpofition of the attack, they 
marched oft in hafte, regained the avenue, and retreated to the re¬ 
doubt of Villenore. Major Smith immediately followed them with 
his brigade, prefling (o clofe on their rear, that they paffed through 
the winding of the hedge, without flopping to defend or reinforce 
the redoubt; this trepidation caught the guard, who, after dif- 
eharging the guns of their loads upon the brigade as it was advanc¬ 


ing 
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ing to the poll, retired with the regiments to the glacis of the 
town. Major Smith immediately took polTellion of the redoubts, 
and was loon after joined bv the Highlanders commanded by Major 
Scot, who belonging to Monfon’s attack had forced their way 
through the hedge between the Yaldore and the YiHenorc redoubts. 
The battalion of India Hill continued at or about the Ariancopang 
redoubt, having entertained no notion of retreating; but were de¬ 
terred from making any motion to fupport the other polls, in ex¬ 
pectation of being attacked themlelves: this however did not happen; 
for the cavalry of the army under the command of Vafferot, who 
were intended to make a feint attack upon this quarter, when the 
other two fhould commence, did not appear upon their ground until 
all was finilhed. There was a fmall opening in the hedge about a 
quarter of a mile from the Villenore redoubt, where a retrench¬ 
ment had been thrown up, and the battalion of India kept a guard, 
who abandoned it on the appearance of a party which Major Smith 
detached along the inlide of the hedge to attack them in the rear. 
The total lofs luftained in the two attacks, were 115 Europeans 
killed and wounded, which fell nearly equal in both brigades, but 
in Monlon’s heaviell amongll the grenadiers, of whom, befides rank 
and file, a Lieutenant and an Enlign were killed. The Sepoys fuf- 
fered much lefs, having been very little expofed. 1 he French lofs 
was not known; but they liiffered moll at the attacks of Oulgarrv, 
where fome were likewil'e made prifoners. 

The Bombay detachment of 350 men were flationed to guard 
the three polls in the hedge, and the body of the army aflembled 
and encamped in the paddy-fields to the left of Oulgarry. The 
hiuation was ill cholen, being commanded by higher grounds, 
and liable to be lwamped on the firft rain; but the talents of Major 
Robert Gordon were inadequate to the general command, which 
devolved on him by the incapacity to which Colonel Mon Ion was 
reduced by his wound. Major Jofeph Smith adviled that the 
whole of the Company’s battalion, 1000 men, Ihould remain in 
the village of Oulgarry to cover the three polls in the hedge; 
and that their gorges, which were open, fhould be retrenched. 
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1760. 'without delay, and fufficient day remained to accotnplilh the 
Member ' vor ^? hut Robert Cordon, from the fejfe fhame of ignorance, would 
,pUm Cr ’ not fee the necefiity: and in the enfuing night, the enemy made a 
vigorous attack on all the three poRs, which they would have car¬ 
ried, had not the guards defended them, as dearly purchafed, with 
the utmofl refolution, until reinforced by the picquets from the camp, 
when the enemy retreated. Seventeen or eighteen Europeans of the 
Bombay detachment were killed in this defence; the enemy’s lofs 
was not known, but could not be lefs. Had they attacked with, 
their whole force, the redoubt would have been retaken, for the 
guards, inferior in number, had no advantage of defences on the 
fide towards the town, and the main body of the army, exhauRed. 
with fatigue, and dead with fleep, were at too great a diftance to 
have come up in time to fir a re the conteft. 

Two days after, the battalion of India retreated from their Rations 
at the hedge near the Ariancopang redoubt; but the ufual guard 
continued ill the redoubt, and the ufual garrifon in the fort of Ari¬ 
ancopang on the other fide of the river. But the enemy receiving 
intelligence that preparations were making in the camp to attack the 
fort, the garrifon evacuated it on the 13th at noon, and as they 
were going off fprung a mine, which blew up the baftion to the 
eaft with part of the rampart, and laid the body of the place open. 
They retreated to the glacis of the town, where the main body of 
the army lay encamped, and had been reinforced by the arrival of 
leveral fmall efcorts with provifions, which the removal of the 
Englifh army from Perimbe had encouraged to venture round the 
Red Hill; the guard Rill continued at the redoubt of Ariancopang. 

The troops which Mahomed Ifloof appointed to attack the diftrifts 
of Dindigul from Madura, were 300 horfe, 1500- Sepoys, and 3000 
Peons; but as mofl of them had firR to march from Tinnivelly, 
it was the middle of July before they commenced hoRilities, when 
puffing by Sholavanden, they reduced feveral fmall poRs, command¬ 
ing defiles, but weakly garrifoned, until they arrived at a more con- 
fiderable fort, called Battal Gunta, 12 miles to the s. e. of Dindigul, 
which made more refiflance; and the troops of Madura having only 

fmall 
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fitiall guns, with much difficulty made a kind of breach, which 1 fbo, 
they ftormed, and carried on the fir ft day of Auguft; and imme- 
diately began to repair and add better works, but had not compleated 
them before the troops of Dindigul were reinforced from My fore, 
and taking the field encamped within fight of Battal Gunta, in 
which the troops of Madura had kept a garrifon, but the main body 
lay without the walls. 

The equipment and departure of the troops which accompanied 
the Nabob into the Carnatic, and the fubfequent afliftances lent to 
Karical, had left the government and garrifon of Tritchinopoly fo 
bare of men, money, and ftores, that Captain R. Smith could not 
undertake the expedition he had propofed againft the Myforeans, 
until all thefe wants were fupplied, which depended intirely on his 
own refources, for although the Prefidency and Colonel Coote ap¬ 
proved and recommended to him the moft aftive exertions againft 
the Mvfore territory, he received no affiftance either of money from 
the one nor of troops from the other; fo that the preparations ne- 
ceflary for the expedition prevented him from taking the field until 
the 6th of Auguft. His force was 50 Europeans, with turn guns, 
and four cohorns, 700 Sepoys from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly; 

600 horfe, and 1000 Peons armed with match-locks, moftly fent by 
Tondiman, a few belonging to the Nabob, the reft to Tanjore ; and 
3000 Colleries from the neighbouring Polvgars, w ho were content 
to ferve on very flight ftipend, in expectation of ample plunder in the 
fertile diftrifts they were going to invade. This armyproceeded alone 
the fouthern hank of the Caveri, and on the 13th came before Pudi- 
cotah, a mud fort, fituated on the bank of this river, about 40 miles 
to the weft of Tritchinopoly, which, with other diftrifts, the Nabob 
had ceded to the Myforeans, when his allies, in the war of its-'. 

On their arrival, a report prevailed, that a large body of troops 
were marching from Seringapatam to Caroor. The garrifon at 
Pudicotah, converting this news into hourly expeftafion of relief, 
ftood on the defenfive, and having three guns, obliged Captain 
Smith to raife a battery, which, having nothing but field-pieces 
to mount, would not have foon produced much eft eft: but, bv 

the 
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the time the battery opened, the garrifon had lavilhed away all 
their powder, and capitulated. The lols futlained in the attack 
was only three men wounded. The next day Captain Smith, with 
4-00 of the Sepoys, and two cohorns, palled the Caveri to reduce 
Iloor, a fort fituated on the other bank, ten miles beyond Pudicotah; 
but the garrifon evacuated it on his appearance. From hence he 
marched againfl Caroor, the principal object of his expedition. 

Caroor is fituated 50 miles well of Tritehinopoly, and Hands on a 
plain five miles to the fouth of the Caveri, but near another river, 
which falls into the Caveri at that diflance to the north. The river of 
Caroor was the ancient boundary between the dominions ofTritchi- 
nopoly and Mylore; and this conterminal lituation, under the fe- 
curity of a llrong fort, and its rule over a rich and extenfive diftrifl, 
had formerly rendered it a place of great mercantile rel'ort and opu¬ 
lence, and it Hill continued populous with fome wealthy inhabitants. 
The river continues at the difiance of 800 yards oppofite to the 
fouth fide of the fort, and iooo yards beyond, turns fliort, and firikes 
directly north : along this part, after the turning, and dole to the bank, 
extends the pettah, which likewife has the other courfe of the river 
on the fouth fide; but not fo near; the extent of the pettah along 
the river, from fouth to north, is 1000 yards, and recedes from ic 
about 500, fo that the efplanade between the pettah and the fort is 
500 yards acrofs. This ground is interle&ed by two water-courfes 
derived from the river to the fouth, one of which paffes clofe to the 
well fide of the pettah, and turns along the north-fide until it rejoins 
the river .to the call, and thus ferves as a ditch on the-W. and N; the 
other water-courfe lies midway between the fort and the pettah, and 
firetches to the north much farther out into the plain. The whole 
of the pettah is Lnclofed by a mud-wall with towers, but of little 
defence. 

The fort is built of ftone, and is nearly a fquare of 600 yards. It 
has fquare towers in the curtain, and baflions at the four angles, 
behind each of which Hands a cavalier, or round tower of folid ma- 
1‘onry, which riles ten feet higher than the baflion. The whole fort 
is furrounded by a dry ditch, of which the counteifcarp is faced 

with 
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with ftone ; and on the other fide is lined by the foot of the main 
wall of the curtain, without berm or fauffebraye; excepting along 
that part of the rampart, which extends from the left of the great 
gateway in the middle of the eaftern fide to the baftion in the n. k. 
angle, and round it half-way along the northern wall; in which 
extent a flip of dry ground, 20 yards broad on the eaftern fide, 
and 40 on the northern, is left as a place of arms, and ikirted with 
a parapet wall, with loop-holes for mulkitry ; and round this wall 
the ditch, leaving the body of the fort, continues. There was no 
glacis, but a clear eiplanade of 400 yards round. The garrifon 
coniifted of 800 horle, 1000 Sepoys, 1000 matchlock-men, and 
a great multitude of Colleries which had been drawn from the 
hills towards Dindigul. Moft of thefe troops were affembled in 
the pettah, and manned the walls on the appearance of Captain 
Smith’s detachment, which came in fight on the 1 7th, in the morn¬ 
ing, approaching from the eaftvvard : the river, although it had no 
where more than three feet water, was three hundred yards in 
breadth. 

The neceflity of preferving the communication with Tritchinopoly 
required that the army ftiould command the river during the at¬ 
tack of the fort; which if advancing from a different point of fup- 
port, they might have attacked outright at once on the weftern face : 
and as the poffeflion of the pettah would beft fecure the river, Cap¬ 
tain Smith prudently made this his firft object. If the pettah were 
attacked on the eaftern fide, the river was to be paffed under the fire 
of this front: if on the north or fouth, the attack would be ex- 
pofed to the additional fire in flant or flank from the fort; which 
outvailed the paffage of the river, as the ground on the eaftern 
ftiore was higher than the eaftern face of the pettah, which de¬ 
fended the paffage. Accordingly the attack was made on this 
fide. The field pieces were polled in the higher ground. The troops 
were formed into three divificns. The cavalry compofed the left; 
the auxiliary foot the right; the Sepoys and Europeans the center. 
All entered the river in this order, fupported by a brifk fire from the 
artillery. The enemy Teemed difpofed to dispute the paffage, and. 
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1760. from the rampart of the pettah kept up a conftant but ill-dire£led fit© 
againft the center divifion; but the cannon-rtiot penetrating through 
their parapet did much execution, and feeing the columns to the 
right and left far advanced in the bed of the river, they became ap¬ 
prehensive that their retreat to the fort might be expofed to thefe 
bodies of horfe and foot on each hand; and abandoned the defence, 
returning to the fort before either of the columns had eroded the 
river; but they had killed and wounded fome Sepoys in the paffage. 

The plunder was given up to the troops without referve; but they 
found little of any value, excepting grain, of which the whole crop 
of the country was in the town, but no merchants to buy it, nor had 
the troops means to fend it away. The ftrength of the fort, and 
the fmall number of Europeans with Captain Smith, on whom, 
neverthelefs, the fuccefs of the attack mull depend, determined 
him to proceed with all the caution neceffary to their prefervation, 
by opening trenches; and more artillery was ordered from Tritchi- 
nopoly. The convenience of the pettah determined the point of 
attack againft the fouth-eaft baftion, and as ufual againft its fa- 
lient angle: the efplanade in this line was interrupted about half 
way between the pettah and the ditch by lome flaw huts, to which 
the enemy had fet lire, but left the mud-walls Handing. The next 
morning, which was the 20th, a party of Sepoys were ported there, 
but a ftrong fally of horfe and foot obliged them to retire, and the 
enemy remained in the port: the field pieces advanced, and drove 
them from it, and it was again taken pofleflion of by the Sepoys : 
in a few hours the enemy made a fecond attempt, but were beaten 
off with lofs. The fituation being exactly proper for the breaching- 
battery, an entrenchment was thrown round it, and a trench of 
communication continued to it from the pettah, to preferve the 
troops from the fire of the fort, which was inceflant, as well from 
their cannon as fmall arms. On the 23d the artillery with much 
dilpatch arrived from Tritchinopoly; they were one eighteen- 
pounder, two field twelve-pounders, one eight, and one nine-inch 
mortar, with five cohorns; and by the next morning the breaching- 
battery was compleated, and another in the rear to the right, to en- 
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filade the foul'll curtain with ricochet. Both opened :it 7760. 

the breaching with fix guns, the mortars and cohorns; the ricochet 
with two field-pieces; the fort returned with firmnefs, and with 
much vivacity, and the advantage of a crofs fire from the s.w. baf- 
tion and cavalier on the left, and from the mafs or irwtonry of the 
gateway on the right. On the 26th the approaches were earned 
on to within forty yards of the ditch, when the fire of the enemy’s 
mulquetry growing ihrdng and fure, Captain Smith ordered tire re¬ 
mainder of the trenches to be conduced by double lap, which is 
with earth and gabions on each fide. The lmall number of Euro¬ 
peans in the detachment, with the inexperience of moil of them in 
carrying on trenches, and the continual fire of the fort by night, as 
well as by day, rendered the progrefs of the double lap extremely 
tedious, infomuch, that feven days were employed in carrying it, 
although not more than 200 yards of work, to embrace the angle of 
the counterfcarp, and to fpring a mine, which blew it 'into the 
ditch. 

It was perhaps the firft time that the Myforeans had ever feen an 
enemy advancing under cover to the foot of their walls, and notwith- 
ftanding the novelty of the attack, they fufpeffed, which was true, 
that the fort might be entered by the fame means; this apprehenfion, 
with the ruin that had been committed in a large tract of country 
round Caroor by the matchlock-men and horfe of Tondiman and 
Tanjore, and the whole body of colleries, who had every day been 
making excurfions, prompted the governor to propole terms for the 
ceflation of hoftilities. He began by difavowing any participation 
of the King with the body of troops which had joined the French 
in the Carnatic, and declared Hvder Ally, whom he Filed a rebel, 
the author of that alliance and expedition; in conlequence, he 
wanted a temporary and conditional furrender. Several mdTao-es 
palled, in the intervals of which the attack and defence was re¬ 
newed; at length the eighteen-pounder, the only piece of effectual 
battery, burft, and the breach was not yet pra&icable, which in¬ 
duced Captain Smith to agree to the following conditions: “ That. 

“ an Englilh ferjeant, and fixty Sepoys, Ihould immediately be put 
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“ in pofftftion of the baftion attacked, and the Englifh colours 
“ hoifted in the fort. That the Eaglifh army fhould remain in the 
“ pettah, or any where elfe out of the fort, keeping guards at the 
“ counterlcarp of the ditch, for twenty days; during which, if no 
“ orders arrived from Madrafs to deliver the fort again to the gover- 
“ nor, it was to be evacuated by the garrifon, who, in confideration 
“ of their gallant defence, were to carry away their arms and horfes ; 
“ but all provifions and ltores belonging to the government of 
“ Myfore were to be left in the fort. If in this interval an army ap- 
“ proached from My fore, the garrifon were in like manner to evacuate 
“ the fort to the Englifh troops: four hoftages were to be given by 
“ the garrifon, until the conditions were ultimately decided, and ail 
“ European deferter was to be furrendered.” This capitulation was 
iigned on the 2d of September, and the Englifh Sepoys immediately 
took pofleflion of the baftion attacked. 

Captain Smith in his interview with Boniapah, the governor of 
the fort, was convinced that the king of Myfore had no concert in 
the affiftance which Hyder Ally had fent to the government of Pon¬ 
dicherry ; and Boniapah having no doubt from the articles of capi¬ 
tulation that Caroor w r ould be reftored to the king, profferred to 
withdraw the garrifon to Namcull, a fort 20 miles to the north, and 
there wait the orders of Seringapatam, and Fort St. George; to which 
Captain Smith confented under the reftridtion, that none of the 
garrifon fhould ad againft the Englifh until the fate of Caroor was 
determined at Fort St. George. Accordingly all the Myfore troops 
evacuated the place the fame day. The acquifition was valuable and 
important; for, befides that its revenues amounted to 44,0001. a 
year, it highly aggravated the refentment of the miniftry of My¬ 
fore againft Hyder Ally, as the author of the lofs. 

Hoftilities had continued in this arrival between the Myforeans of 
Dindigul, and the troops of Madura. The Myforeans continued the 
attack of Battle Gunta for fix days, and having driven away the troops 
which fuppoi ted it without, carried the fort itfelf by aflault; but 
the defence had been maintained with refolution, for in the courfe 
of it 36 Sepoys and 20 horfemen had been killed and wounded; and 
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of the Peons 50 wounded, and 40, with an officer of note, killed. The 1760. 
Madura troops retired to a fort three miles diftant, called Gadamcotah, September, 
one of thofe which they had taken from the Myforeans, and were there 
joined by a reinforcement from Madura, which had marched to relieve 
Battle Gunta, but came too late; this addition rendered the whole 
body equal to the Myforeans, againft whom they marched, beat up 
their camp, took their artillery, recovered pofTeffion of Battle Gunta, 
and advanced to reduce the other polls towards Dindigul. 

The capitulation ofCaroor arrived at Madrafs on the 13th of Septem¬ 
ber. On the fame day intelligence was received from Captain Preffon, 
that the body of Myforeans, which had continued with the French 
troops at Gingee, had moved from thence with all their baggage ; 
and on the nth the French troops followed, both proceeding in the 
road to Thiagar. The prefidency were by this time convinced that 
the king of Myfore and Hyder Ally were at utter variance; but 
confidered, that either they might reconcile their differences, or that 
Hyder, as was mofl probable, would predominate; and in either of 
thefe cafes, other fchemes might be formed by the Myfore flate to 
balance, as formerly, the conteft between the two European nations, 
againft which Caroor in their own hands would be the beft indemnity. 

They therefore ordered Captain Smith to keep poiTeffion, ftill with 
profeffion of amity to the king, but neither to give any aftiftance, 
nor oppofe any force which the king might fend againft Hyder 
Ally, but rather to employ his detachment feparately againft the 
troops of Hyder Ally, if the opportunity fhould occur. 

Colonel Coote was not embarked for Bengal, when the news of 
the fuccefs againft the bound-hedge arrived at Madrafs, and with it 
Colonel Monfon reprefented the incapacity in which he was likely 
to remain for feveral months of acting in the field, and requefted 
that Colonel Coote might relume the command of the army. 

The Prefidency feconding the requeft, he confented, and ar¬ 
rived in the camp on the night of the 20th; where he found 
the army in the greateft difeontent, efpecially the black troops, for 
the want of provifions, owing to the avarice of the renters appointed 
by the Nabob in the conquered countries, who, forefeeing that the 
4 R 2 prier 
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price of grain would rife, fuftered none to be brought fcq the camp. 
Sicknefs like wife prevailed, and with the wounded there were 60® 
Europeans in the hofpital. 

The next day Colonel Coote caufed the gorges of the redoubts in 
the bound-hedge to be fortified, and fixed ports in proper ftations in 
the higher ground round the camp: from whence on the 23d, a. 
detachment of 200 rank and file, with the company of pioneers, 
a great number of cooleys and carpenters, marched to a hillock of 
land, which flood half a mile from the fea, and at the diftance of a 
mile diredtly oppofite to the Madrals redoubt in the north fide of 
the bound-hedge. Here they were to remain, and raile a large re¬ 
doubt on the table of the hill, capable of containing five hundred 
men. On the 27th in the forenoon, Colonel Coote advanced, 
with his ufual efcort of three companies of Sepoys, and 300 
black horfe, towards the Ariancopang redoubt, at which the 
guard took panic, and firing off the guns before the party were 
within point-blank-fhot, abandoned the port, of which Colonel 
Coote took poffeflion, and leaving the Sepoys in it, returned in 
the afternoon with workmen to retrench the gorge; on whole 
appearance the town cannonaded and threw fhells, but without 
effedt, and the gorge was completed the next night. Early in the 
morning of the 29th, 400 of the enemy’s Europeans, with two 
field-pieces, marched from the glacis to recover the redoubt, and 
made various attempts, in all of which they were repulfed, until 
they perceived two companies of Sepoys marching on their right 
to gain their rear, whom Colonel Coote, who was always early 
abroad, had fent from the Valdore redoubt; on which the enemy 
retreated, but as they were going off received the fire of the Sepoys, 
who were themfelves expofed to a ftrong, but diftant fire from 
the town. The enemy had two officers and feven privates killed, 
and the adjutant of the Lorrain regiment with 18 wounded. None 
were killed in the redoubt, and only one Sepoy in the plain. 
Fifty Europeans were appointed to be the guard in future, as fuffi- 
cient for the fudden defence, until reinforced; and more would have 
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been mjnecefTarily expofed to the fire of (hot and (hells, which con¬ 
tinued and reached from the town. 

In that part of the limits, which is immediately behind the Ma- 
drals redoubt, was a regular village of feveral ftreets, called, from 
its intention, the Blancherie, in which all the cloths purchafed for 
the French company at Pondicherry were bleached, and warehoufes 
were built in the village to receive them. As thefe buildings would 
not only afford (helter but convenience to the Englifh troops, the 
enemy refolved to deftroy them, and to ftrengthen the Madrafs re¬ 
doubt, with the ground about it. They began to demolish on the 
30 th of September, of which Colonel Coote received intelligence, and 
law the intention. He went the next day, with his ufual efcort of 
Sepoys and black horfe, as if he only meant to review the progrefs 
of the redoubt he had ordered to be raifed to the north of the 
hedge, in which Major Jofeph Smith commanded for the week. 
After dinner, both officers mounted their horfes, and proceeded 
with the efcort along the ftrand of the ft a, towards the limits 
of Pondicherry, as if they only meant to reconnoitre. The bound- 
hedge ceafeth at lome diftance from the water-mark, and left an 
opening on the fand, which the enemy had negle&ed to clofe or 
obftrudf. As (oon as near this opening. Colonel Coote ordered the 
Sepoys to form in three parties, and the horfe to divide equally with 
them; but the Sepoys having entertained no fufpicion that they 
were led to fuch an attack, boggled; on which he ordered the horfe 
to cut down whoever refuted to advance, or attempted to run away;; 
and the Sepoys, afhamed of their backwardnels, recovered their 
fpirit. Two of the divifions went off to the right, one to force 
through the bound-hedge, 500 yards beyond the Madrals redoubt 
on its left, the other to attack the redoubt itfelf, whilft Colonel 
Coote with Jofeph Smith remained along the fea-fhore, ready to 
pulh, and gain the rear of the hedge, and all the three attacks were 
to be made at the fame time. There were fome fmall pieces of 
cannon in the redoubt, and feveral guards of Sepoys along the infide 
®f the hedge, all of which kept up a conftant fire, but at too great 
a#ftance, whiHl the two parties fejnt to the right were advancing 
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j to the. ground oppofite tiieii refpc&ive attacks. Ail bare down; 

■-y-j-p-/ properly, as it had been concerted. Colonel Coote’s divifion 
1 J cr- eafily pufhed round, and that on the right through the hedge; 

and as foon as within both advanced, driving the guards before 
them, to gain the rear of the redoubt, againft which the divifion 
which attacked it had not fucceeded, having more difficulties and 
refiftance to encounter; but as foon as the guard faw the danger 
approaching from either hand within the hedge, they abandoned the 
redoubt, and retreated haftily into the warehoufes of the bleaching 
town, which flood within 200 yards inclofed with a high wall. Five 
Sepoys were killed, and the fame number wounded in the different 
attacks. All the three companies, with an Enfign, were left at the 
redoubt; Colonel Coote and Major Smith returned, the Major to his 
poft, the Colonel to the camp, from whence he fent off a party of pio¬ 
neers with gabions and fafcines under the command of Enfign Mac- 
mahon, to clofe and retrench the gorge of the redoubt; but they 
were firft to proceed to Major Smith’s poft, from whence they 
were to be accompanied by a detachment of European foldiers: but 
Macmahon, miftaking his orders, did not call for this neceffary 
reinforcement. In war more than in all the cither occupations of 
man, negleft rarely fails to bring on its own punilhment. 

At midnight, whilft the pioneers were at work, they were fud- 
denly attacked by 400 Europeans, and 600 Sepoys, detached from 
the town. The Enfign, a Dane, who commanded the Sepoys in 
the redoubt, abandoned it on the firft onfet, in which Enfign 
Macmahon was killed; and the pioneers, furprized and defencelefs, 
elcaped as they could; what Sepoys were within the redoubt 
jumped out; but the greateft part, who were ftationed round, en¬ 
couraged by a Subahdar named Coven Naig, kept with him, and 
gained the plain at fome diftance without fright, where they formed, 
under his direction, and followed him to recover the poft. They 
mounted the outfide of the rampart, gained footing on the infide, 
kept it, and continued a hot fire on the area below, efpecially 
towards the gorge. The enemy imputed this refolution to 
much greater numbers than they expedfod, and than really were at 
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the poft, and in this fuppofition retreated to the bleaching-houfe. 1760. 
Soon after came up a ftrong party of Europeans detached on the fir ft qTioU^. 
firing by Major Smith from his poft to the north. In the different 
actions from the firft affault, three private Europeans, befides enfign 
Macmahon, were killed, and 30 Sepoys killed and wounded. The 
enemy the next morning erefled a battery of four pieces of cannon 
at the end of a lane, which joined the ftreet of the Blancherie, lead¬ 
ing as well as that in a ftraight line to the rear of the redoubt, on 
which they continued firing two days without killing any of the 
guard, and then having other occupations they defifted; fome muf- 
ketrv ftill continued in the bleaching-houfe, but were driven out the 
next day, and abandoned the village. 

The acquifition of theMadrafs redoubt com pleted the entirepoffef- 
fion of the bound-hedge from the fea-fhore to the north, as far as 
the river of Ariancopang to the s. e. ; and turned againft the town, 
with every advantage, the line of circumvallation intended for its 
defence. But the ground to the fouth along the courfe of the river,, 
from the redoubt of Ariancopang to the fea, was ftill open, and the 
river fpreading over fheets of fand, which were often dry, was all 
times, excepting in the rainy feafon, fordable; and to fecure the 
paftage, Mr. Lally had fome months before ere&ed. a redoubt, which, 
he called St. Thomas, in a fmall ifland of fand in the river, oppofite 
to the center of this face of the town, and about 500 yards from the 
walls. The rains were now approaching, and the redoubt, if im¬ 
mediately taken pofleffion of, could not be maintaind by the Englifh 
army after the river fhould fill, and as ufiial overflow the country; 
for which reafon Colonel Coote deferred the reduction of it, until 
the rains were pafled. In the mean time efforts were ftill to be 
apprehended to bring provifions into the town ; for the French 
troops, which had followed the laft divifion of the Myforeans to 
Thiagar, continued there; and although the main body of tnc 
Myforeans had left Thiagar, no intelligence was yet received of' their 
(departure to 'their own country. 

The Frehch force Which had marched to Thiagar, w as 400 
'European foot, 250 European horfe, and 1000 Sepoys. The 

little 
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liltlc army of obfenotion, under the command of Captain 
Prefton, was not equal to an open encounter with this force'; he, 
however, with his ulual activity, determined to give them all the 
interruption in his power, and ordered Captain Martin, who, with 
the free company of .50 Frenchmen, was abroad with the Polygar of 
Ventivalum in the hills to the louth of Gingce, to hang in the rear 
of the enemy’s march; and moved him lei f with the main body of his 
divilion from Ratlagrammon, to watch their motions at Vicravandi, 
left thev lhould turn, and lay wafte the recovered diftricts between 
this place and Verdacbilum. Martin knowing the country, and uling 
the night, picked op twelve Europeans of the French troops. They 
reached the Panar juft as it was fwelled by a fudden flood ; and per¬ 
il fting neverthelefs to crofs it, lbme of them were carried away and 
drowned in the ftream, which the Myioreans had palled with eaie 
before the frefnes came down. As foon as Prelfon was arrived at 
Vicravandi, the garrifon remaining at Gingee marched and aflault- 
ed Ratlagrammon, in which had been left only two companies of 
Sepoys, who defended the poft with refolution, and obliged the 
enemy to retire, after they had loft fourteen Europeans killed in the 
attack, and leaving an officer and three wounded, who were made 
prifoners. Prefton receiving intelligence, that the French troops and 
the Myforeans were aflembkd at Thiagar, returned from Vicra- 
vandi to Raltagrammon, left they Ihould return fuddenly during 
his abfence, and attempt to move to Pondicherry with the convoy of 
bullocks which ftill continued at Gingee. 

By this time the presidency knew the caufe of the departure of 
the laid body of Myioreans from Gingee to Thiagar, but were not 
.able to account for the march of the French troops lb far to 
the weft ward, at a time w 7 hen their utmoft efforts became every day 
more neceflary to efcort the provifions they had colle&ed, into Pon¬ 
dicherry. 

In the beginning of the year, Balagerow, the general and regent of 
the Morattoes, lent an army of 8000 horfe, ana the fame number of 
foot, with cannon, under the command of an offices of fervice, 

named 
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named Vizvazypunt, which crofted the Kriftna in the montli of 1 760. 
February, and advancing to the fouthward flopped frequently to oftoWr 
exaft contributions from forts and ftrong holds in the way ; ieveral 
of which, on denial, they took. In the beginning of June they 
halted and encamped at Chinabalabaram, on the confines of Mvforc 
to the n. e. and not far from the hills to the n. w. of the Carnatic, 
from whence Vizvazypunt fent letters, fignifying expectations of 
money, but proffering affiftance to the Nabob Mahomed Ally ; and 
others to the king of My fore, demanding with more authority 
the arrears of the chout, or tribute, to which the Morattoe nation 
pretends a right from all the countries in the peninfula. At this 
time Hyder Ally, at Seringapatam, the capital of Mylbre, had, as 
if in difguft, refigned his employments of general and minifter: he 
had feme time before concluded his treaty with M. Lallv, and lent 
off the body of 4000 Myforeans, which came to Pondicherry under 
the command of his brother-in-law MuCtoon Saheb; relying on this 
alliance, and his own courage, he was fo affured of his importance 
and lafety, that he abided at a town within three miles of Seringa¬ 
patam, with all his family of women, attended only by 300 liorfe- 
men, who were of proved fidelity and refolution. Agents accompanied 
the letters of Vizvazypunt, with whom the king concerted, that 
their mafter fhould move with his army to Seringapatam, as if to 
haften by intimidation the levy of a large contribution, which the 
king had privately confented to pay. Hyder Ally fuppofod, that 
their approach would reinftate him in the command of the king’s 
forces to oppofe them, and difoovered when near, that the Morat- 
toes had engaged to feize his perfon; on which he mounted in the 
dead of night, accompanied by feme of his horfemen, and left his 
whole family behind. Some Morattoes followed them, whom he 
out-ftripped, and the next day arrived at Bangalore, a ftrong city 
60 miles to the north of Seringapatam. Being the bringer of his 
own errand, he had time, and found means to engage feme of the 
officers, who prevailed on the reft to declare they would abide by 
his fortunes; and in confequence they fhut the gates. From this 
retreat he immediately fent orders to his-brother-in-law, to quit the 
Vol. II. 4 s Carnatic 
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Carnatic with all the troops under his command, and to,march* 
avoiding the Morattoes, to Bengalore. Mu6toon Saheb had received 
the letters, when he moved from Pondicherry on the 16th of Au- 
guft; hut concluding Hyder Ally to be in lafety for a while at Ben- 
calore, and believing either that a reconciliation would take place. 
between him and the King, after the retreat of the Morattoes; or 
othenvile, that Hyder Ally might think it mod expedient to come 
hi inf elf, and join the French, for the fake of the cefflons ftipulated 
in the treaty ; he determined, although not to return to Pondicherry,, 
to continue in the Carnatic, and in confequence employed, as we 
have feen, his troops again it Tnnomaly, and other places in that part 
of the country, until he received, in the beginning of September, far¬ 
ther intelligence from Hyder Ally, which left no alternative to his de¬ 
parture; on which he recalled the 800 horfe which were at Gingee,and 
without folicitation, with an integrity rare in the politics of India,, 
requefted the French force to accompany them in order to receive 
back the poffeffion of the fort of Thiagar, which he without ftipula- 
tion tendered of his own accord. On their arrival there 011 the 
13th of September, he fulfilled his word, claiming only on oc- 
cafion their future affiftance, and three days after marched away 
with his whole force to join his brother. The French left 200 Eu¬ 
ropean foot, and five companies of Sepoys in Thiagar, and the reft, 
being the fame number of foot, j 50 European horfe, and three com¬ 
panies of Sepoys, returned to Gingee. 

The reftitution of Thiagar, and the departure of the Myfore troops 
out of the province, confirmed the veracity of the king’s difavowal 
of any participation in that expedition, and the Prefidency repeated, 
their orders to Captain Smith and the troops of Madura to ceafe hof- 
tilities in the Myfore diftri&s. Previous to the receipt of thefe or¬ 
ders, Captain Smith had feat a detachment from Carqor, againft a. 
fort called Pudicotah, different from that he had taken in his ap¬ 
proach. It ftands nine miles to the N.- E. of Caroor on. the fouth. 
bank of the Caveri. The garrifon evacuated it on the appearance of 
the detachment, who left a party to hold it, and returned to Caroor.. 
The want of money prevented any farther operations; for, although 

the 



Book XIII. Blockade of Pondicherry. 687 

the revenues of the country reduced exceeded 300,000 rupees a 1760. 
year, the devaluation of the auxiliary horfe and foot which could not 
be retrained, left no contributions to raile. Captain Smith, there¬ 
fore, returned with a part of his command to Tritchinopoly, and 
on the way lent off a detachment to reinftate two polygars, who 
had been driven out of their pollams by the troops of Dindigul, from 
whom the detachment met no reiiftance, as the governor of Dindigul 
had received orders, in coniequene of the capitulation of Caroor, to 
ceafe hoftilities againft the polteffions of the Nabob. By this time the 
troops of Madura had taken five other forts between Batal Gunta 
and Dindigul, in all feven, and continued to keep poll'd lion of them 
until farther orders, encamping their main body at Batal Gunta, 
and keeping flight guards in the others. Captain Smith arrived in 
the beginning of O&ober at Madrafs, to give an account of his ex¬ 
pedition, and the ftate of the conquered country; and foon after re¬ 
turned to his command in Tritchinopoly. 

As foon as it was afcertained that the Myforeans had quitted the 
province, Colonel Coote, to fave the heavy expence of the black ca¬ 
valry, difcharged 500 of them, moftly thofe brought by Maphuze 
Khan, which reduced the number to 800, of which 500 were with 
Prefton, and the reft with himfelf in the camp. A party, with fome 
bullocks, advancing from Gingee, arrived on the 2d of Odtober at 
Malamoodi, a village twelve miles from Pondicherry between the 
river of Ariancopang and the Panar, intending to pufli into the 
town in the night under the protection of St. Thomas redoubt. 

On intelligence of their approach, Colonel Coote detached all the 
cavalry in the camp, which, belides the black, were one of the two 
troops of Europeans, to lie in their way : of which the party got 
intelligence, and, leaving their bullocks, returned during the night, 
and in their return three officers, who lagged behind in their palan- 
kins, were taken by fome black horfe and Sepoys, which Captain 
Prefton had detached to harafs the party from Ratalgrammon. 

The army had hitherto continued on the ground between Oul- 
carry and the river of Ariancopang, were they had encamped im¬ 
mediately after the fuccefs of the bound-hedge. This ground is always 
4 S 2 overflowed 
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overflowed in the rainy feafon, of which the figns encteafed every 
clay; and on the 6th the whole army marched offby the left, and 
encamped on the ridge of the Red-hill, a mile and half nearer the 
bound-hedge than their firft encampment at Perimbe, but to the left 
of that ground. The heighth and Tandy foil of this fituation 
drained and dried the wet as fall as it fell, and feCured at leaft the 
troops from this inclemency under foot, and large caferns of mat 
and bamboo were built to (belter them from the other. 

At one the next morning, firing of cannon and mufketry was 
heard in the road of Pondicherry. Befides fmaller craft, three 
French ihips, the Hermiolhe, the Baleine, and the Compagnie des 
Indes were at anchor before the town, as near the lurf as prudence 
permitted, and under the command of ioo guns, mounted along the 
works on this fide, and the ftrand, to proteft the road. Thele (hips 
were intended to wait until the ftormy weather, and then fail to ports 
to the fouthward, and return with provifions, of which the preven¬ 
tion would in that feafon become precarious, even fhould the Eng- 
lifh fquadron be able to continue in fight of Pondicherry'. Mr. Ste¬ 
vens had for fome time determined to cut them out of the road. His 
fquadron always continued at anchor before Cuddalore. A fortnight 
before the prefent, a night had been fixed; but the fhips beginning 
to hoift out their boats before it was dark, they were perceived by 
telelcopes from Pondicherry; and men were immediately lent from the 
rhore to reinforce the French Ihips; which was like wife difeovered bv 
the fquadron, and obliged Mr. Stevens to defer the defign, until the 
enemy’s luipicions fhould have ceafed. In the mean time the Tyger 
of 60 guns was fent to continue near Pondicherry, and anchored a 
little to the fouth, two miles from-the fhore. On the night of the 
6th, the enterprize was refumed. The boats, fix and twenty, were 
lioifted out after dark, and manned with 400 failors, moftly volun¬ 
teers, and failed to the Tyger, where all affemhled at 12. Soon after 
they perceived the lights in the great cabin of the neareft fliip, 
the Hermione, extinguifbed, and concluding that the officers were 
gone to reft, let off for the attack. The boats moved in two divi- 
fions, one allotted to the Hermione, the Other to the next fhip, the 
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Baleine; the attack of the Compagnie des lades was to depend on 1760. 
the fuccefs of thefe. To prevent deviation, the boats of each divi- 
i'1011 moved in a line, holding to one another by ropes. The niches 
of the oars were covered with frefh fheep-lkin, to prevent creaking. 

The watch-word by which the men were to know one another in 
the attack, was Cathchart, a found which few Frenchmen can pro¬ 
nounce. It lightened continually, as ulual in the nights before the 
change of the monfoon; neverthelefs, the divifion to the Hermione 
got within piftol-fhot of her ftern, before they were difcovered; 
when the boats 1'cparating, ranged up equally on each fide of the 
fhip, and two went forward to the bows to cut the cables. During 
this approach, all hands in the (hips were up, and firing mulketry 
on the boats, and fhot came from the guns of the C cmpagnie des 
hides, which lay to command both the other fhips. T he Hermione 
was boarded in as many parts as there were boats round her. The 
crew, which were 70 Europeans, behaved well, defending them- 
fclves and the fhip with pikes and piftols, when the attack came 
hand to hand. The man who fir ft attempted to cut the cable had 
his head cut off by an officer ftanding to guard it in the bows; never¬ 
thelefs numbers prevailed, and the crew were all driven or tumbled 
down the hatch-ways; for no concert of furrender could take place, 
or be trufted. As foon as they were all down, the hatches were 
doled and centinels fixed over them, and then the mizen topfail, 
the only fail bent, was fet to carry off the fhip, which feveral 
boats were likewife ready to tow: but by this time, the fhore,, 
which had waited until the firing of the attack had ceafed in the 
fhip, began a violent cannonade, of which the lightning directed 
the aim; and fhot continually ftruck: one deftroyed the wheel of the 
rudder, killed the two men who were fleering, and cut the tiller 
rope. The prifoners confined below deterred every one from going 
down info the gun-room to fix another rope to the rudder, and the 
(ingle fail was not fufficient to fleer the fhip; the boats remained 
the only means of carrying her off, and they tugged with fuch 
violence, that they continually fnapt the towing-ropes. Mean 
while the lire continued from'the fhore. At length, fome imagined 
. ■ < that 
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1760. that the fhip had no motion, and refilled by a cable and anclaaSr 
ocioW. concealed under her keel; on which the officer who commanded 
the attack, rciolved to leave her. The pritbners below were told, 
that it was determined to fet her on fire, 011 which they came up 
readily to Ire carried off in the boats, which rowed away with them 
to the Tyger. When arrived on board, the Captain, Digby Dent, 
laid he fhould lend Iris own men, if the -dtvilion did not imme¬ 
diately return to bring off the fhip. This fpirited rebuke prevailed, 
all the boats let off again and met the fhip half a mile nearer; for 
the land-wind had fprung up and was driving her out. 

The dilpolitions for the attack of the Baleine, were the fame, and 
fucceeded more eafily. The crew made little refiftance; only two 
men were killed before they furrendered. The rudder of the fhip 
was alhore, but feveral lads were bent to the yards which fufficed 
to move and fleer her, and Ihe was brought, and anchored near the 
Tyger, before the Baleine came up. No attempt was made on the 
-Compagnie des Indes. 

By this time the want of provifions prefied fb hard, that Mr. 
Lally affembled a general council, and propofed the immediate 
expulfion of the black inhabitants, who reprefented that their 
fidelity alone to thofe who might condemn them to this fevere ca¬ 
lamity had left it in their power to inflid it; by their removal, 
likewile, all the Europeans would be deprived of their domeftics: 
and from thefe conliderations the affembly broke up without de- 
cifion: but l'ome from fear of the other inconveniences of the 
blockade during the ftormy weather, requefted permiffion of Colonel 
Coote to fend away their families either to the Danifh or Dutch fet- 
tlements on the coafl, which were neutral in the war; and paffports 
were granted. 

Intelligence was received on the 1 ith, that the garrifon intended 
to march out a detachment of 400 men, to ftorm the Madrafs re¬ 
doubt in the bound-hedge, and then pufh on to attack the large re¬ 
doubt, which the Englifh army had raifed to the north of it; on 
which the picquets of the camp marched, and took poft half-way, in 
order to fall on the rear of the detachment: being difeovered, the 
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enemy made no motion,, but the next day the town fired hotly, but 1760. 
without execution, on the Ariancopang redoubt. Odtolw 

The winds had' for fbme days veered and ftrengthened; and on 
the 2.id. and 23d, the two Admirals failed out of the road of Cud- 
dalore with all the Ihips, excepting four, which two days after, on 
fufpicion of ftormy weather, went away likewife. Their departure 
was unexpefled, becaufe contrary to Mr. Stevens’s declaration, that 
he would not quit the coafi: until compelled by the utmoff lie- 
eeffity, which had not yet come. As foon as they difappeared, the, 
Compagnie des Indes, and a floop which was in the road, prepared 
as had been forefeen to put to fea. The fhip failed on the 30th to 
bring provifions from Tranquebar, and the floop armed with leveral 
guns was intended to cruize in the offing for the grain-boats, which 
at this feafon of the year come with the wind and current from the 
northern to the feuthen parts of the coafi, and generally fail in. 
fight of the ffiore. The four men of war which left Cuddalore on 
the 23d, anchored on the 1 ft • of November off Alamparvab,. 
from whence they fell down on the 4 th to the road of Pondicherry,, 
and gave information, that Mr. Stevens was gene with the other 12. 
ffiips of the fquadron to refit them in the bay of Triucomaly. 

Captain Prefion, on the 18th of October, detached fome black 
horle and Sepoys from his poft at Ratlagrammon, who came back 
with 400 head of cattle of thole collected by the French,, which 
were grazing in the country round the pettah of Gingee: The de¬ 
tachment was neither oppofed or purfued, although a confiderabie 
party of the French troops was then in the pettah ready to march,. 

This party moved on the 2iff; they were 200 Europeans and 
Coffirees, 400 Sepoys, 100 European and as many black horle. 

They croffed the river Panar on its decline, and on their arrival at 
Thiagar, a detachment larger than their number was formed, and 
marched away, to attack the fort of Chandamungalum, which .Hands 
half-way towards Trinomalee: the fort wa9 garrifoned by four or 
five companies of Sepoys, with a few Europeans from Chittapet, 
who rejpulfed the affault with uncommon ability, having killed 
tea Europeans and 40 Sepoys, and. wounded 50 Sepoys and 20 
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horihs; after which the French party attempted nothing more, but 
returned to Thiagar. 

Captain Prefton, on the firft intelligence of their motion from 
C ingee, let out, as before, to follow them with the greateft part of his 
force from Ratlagrammon, hut when arrived on the 24th near Yilla- 
poj um, found the river fwellcd, and continued on the bank, in expecta¬ 
tion of its fall; and on the ift of November, the garriibn of Gingce, 
being ftronger than the force he had left at Ratlagrammon, again 
detached a party of 25 European boric and 20 foot with three com¬ 
panies of Sepoys and lome black cavalry, to drive away all the 
cattle about this place, which by the late captures and purchafes 
made for the camp were many herds. Captain Robert Fletcher, 
who commanded during the ablence of Prefton at Ratlagrammon, 
waited until the enemy began to retreat with the cattle they bad 
gathered, when he appeared with 50 black horle, and three com¬ 
panies cf Sepoys in their rear, and followed them fix miles, but 
as if cautious of coming too dole to their lire; which continually 
drew it from them; when, perceiving that they had almoft ex¬ 
pended their ammunition, he approached nearer, and engaged them 
regularly, which they fcarcely luftained, and foon broke, and all their 
Sepoys flung down their arms. Fifteen of them were killed, and 
30 with a Subadar or Captain made prifoners: of the Europeans, 
fix were killed, or fell wounded, and 1 50 muikets were collected. 
The next day, Fletcher, with a ftronger force, marched again 
from Ratlagrammon, and contriving his time, arrived at night, and 
entered the pettah of Gingee, which has but a flight wall, by fur- 
prize, fet fire to it in every part, and met no refiftance, excepting 
the uncertain fire of the cannon from the hills above, and on his 
return he drove oft" a greater number of their cattle than the enemy 
had taken the day before. 

The frequent, although (lender attempts and enterprises, which 
had been made by the body of French troops in the field, in order 
either to lupply Pondicherry with provifions, to gain plunder, or to 
create diverfions of the Englifh force, had in the whole expended 
more than three hundred Europeans; molt of the reft were now at 
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Thiagar, and from the force remaining at Gingee, including what the 
garrifon might on occafion fpare, no attempt of convoys to Pon¬ 
dicherry beyond the provifions of a few days were to be appre¬ 
hended. They had loft, if ever it lay open, the opportunity, when they 
were in full force. Neverthelefs the number of troops remaining at 
Pondicherry, with the defences and ammunition, ftill fecured the town 
from every danger, excepting famine; and Mr. Laity not impru¬ 
dently preferred that the troops he had detached, fhould remain abroad, 
where they might do fome fervice, and would fubfift themfelves, 
rather than return to confume in Pondicherry the (lender dock of 
provifions, of which they had (applied fo little. He now wiihed 
even to add more to their number for another purpofc, on which 
ill fortune and neceffity obliged him to rely as the likelieft means 
that remained of relieving the diftreffes of Pondicherrv. 

The French fquadon, which had left the coaft on the ift of 
Odlober of the preceding year, arrived on the 15th of November at 
the ifle of France. This ifland never furnifhed provifions fufficient 
for the fettled inhabitants, and had been fo much exnaufted of the 
ftores collected from abroad, by victualling the fquadron at their 
departure for the coaft, that little remained to afford them on their 
return; and this fcarcity had been injudicioufiy encreafed by the 
equipment of two veffels, which had been lent to attack the Engliih 
factories in the gulph of Perlia. In this diftrefs, it was refolved to 
follow the example of the preceding year, and to fend three (hips 
of burthen, under the convoy of the Centaur of 74 guns, belonging 
to the French Company, to purchafe provifions at the Cape of 
Good Hope. But Mr. D’Ache propofed to give the command of the 
Centaur to the captain of the King’s (hip the A£lif; on which all the 
captains of the Company’s (hips of war protefted againft this pre¬ 
ference, as derogatory to their own rights; and whilft the tedious de¬ 
putations ufual on luch occafions were carrying on in writing, with 
much acerbity and little public zeal, the annual tempeft of the ele¬ 
ments in this climate at ole in the night of the 27th of January, and 
lafted without intermiffion, and with the utmoft excefs, for 36 hours. 
Thirty-two veffels in the port of Mauritius were tom from their 
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60. anchors; but all, excepting one of 30 guns, V£&m ftojsped by die 
ooze of the bay from driving -on the rocks which tfraize the Ihore; 
on which all the fmaller craft were ftranded and wrecked. The 
ruin was greater on the land. All the vegetation of provifions 
above the lurfacelvas deftroyed. The cattle and fowls were walked 
away by the torrents, or perilhed by the inclemency, and of the 
magazines of grain, which are all built of wood, dome were over¬ 
thrown, and the reft opened by the wind to the rain. Three months 
■were employed in reparing the damages of the marine and dhore. 
In this interval, fome few provifions were brought by fame trading 
veffels of the Colony from Madagafcar, and the fiirplns of the ifland 
of Bourbon. On the 26th of May it was determined to fend four 
fhips of war, as faft as they could be equipped, in order to fobfift at 
Foul-point in Madagafcar. On the 8th of June, arrived a veflel 
from France, apprifing, that an armament was fitting out in England 
to attack the two iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon; in confequence 
of which, the French government had lent the regiment of Cam- 
bray, of 700 men, to reinforce them; and the Iquadron, if at Mau¬ 
ritius, w as ordered to continue there ; and, if gone to the coaft, to 
be immediately recalled. Thete orders determined Mr. D’Ache 
to remain with the greateft part of his fhips for the defence of 
the ifland, but to fend away thole before allotted to Madagafcar; 
which, to rive the coufumption of vi&uals, were not to return to 
the ille of France until the 20th of Auguft: if at this time they 
received no direfHons how to a£t, the council of war might proceed 
to the execution of any fervice, of which the condition of the fhips 
might be deemed capable: meaning to intimate, that they might, 
if they chofe it, go to the coaft of Coromandel. The Centaur 
filled for Madagascar on the 16th of June, but the other three 
•mot in lefs then a month after, by which time the regiment of 
Cambray was arrived in feveral of the Company’s Snips from 
France. 'Hie news of the ftorm was brought to Pondicherry by 
the Hermione and Baleine in July, but by detaining the failors for a 
white on board, the report was kept fecret, until others properly 
fabricated and given out, perfuaded the colony, and the enemy at their 
4 gates, 
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gates, that the fquadron ftrongly reinforced from France might be 1760. 
every day expected on the coaft. In the middle of Odtobei, letters November, 
dilpatched from Mauritius to Mahe, on the coaft of Malabar, ar¬ 
rived from hence, with information of the departure of the four 
ftiips to Madagafcar, and dubious aflurances of their intention to 
come at all events to Pondicherry. Mr. Lally had always regarded 
the operations of the fquadron as fo unzea'.ous and indeciftve, that 
he was convinced thefe fhips would not make the effort. He, how¬ 
ever, concealed this opinion, and the intelligence concerning the 
fuppofed attack of Mauritius from England; but e;ave out that the 
fhips gone to Madagatcar, and more, might be expected at Pondi¬ 
cherry with the regiment of Cambray on board. But, defpairing 
of the relief he pretended, he perfuaded the Council to conclude a 
treaty for the affiftance of the body of Morattoes under the com¬ 
mand of Vizvazypunt, which had lately returned from Seringapa- 
tam in Myibre to the confines of the Carnatic. 

Vizvazypunt, on his firft approach from the Kriftna, had in April - 
font letters to Pondicherry, tendering the fame affiftance to the French 
as he was offering to the Nabob and the Englifh: a vague correfpon- 
dence had continued in confequence of thefe overtures; but, on his 
nearer approach, Mr. Lally fent two agents to his camp. The 
Morattoe required a fum of ready money in hand, and the ceffion 
of the fortrefs of Gingee, which, befides the influence it would give 
Balagerow in the province of Arcot, was the wilh of a national 
point of honour, fince Gingee had, until the beginning of the 
prefent century, been the capital of a race of Morattoe kings, whofe 
dominion extended from the Coleroon to the Paliar. The Council 
empowered the agents to agree that Gingee fhould be delivered to 
him as foon as the Englifh army retreated from Pondicherry, and 
that 500,000 rupees fhould be paid him when his own appeared in 
fight of the town. All the French troops, abroad were to join the 
Morattoes as foon as they pafled the hills, and entered the pro¬ 
vince. If thefe terms were not readily accepted, the agents were to 
infmuate that, although the diftreffes of Hyder Ally had broke any 
farther expectations of affiftance from him, the king of Myibre him- 
4 T 2 f'elf 
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i 760. fclf yvould be glad to obtain Gingee on the fame terms; when the 
November Morattoes would be precluded from the probability of gaining any 
advantage by their expedition to the Carnatic. 

But as the negociation might be protracted, and provifions, even 
for a few days, w ere become of great importance, Mr. Lally ordered 
the troops abroad to make what effort they could before the rains 
coated ; and as Gingee was to clofely watched by Prefton’s Com¬ 
mand, he directed the main body to continue and a6t from Thiagar, 
from whence, by the diftance, and the nature of the country be¬ 
tween, their motions would be lefs liable to be afeertained and in¬ 
terrupted. In the mean time, as well to fave the confumption in 
the town, as to convince the Morattoes that the troops in garriion 
were more than fufficient to defend ,it, he refolved to fend out more 
to join thofe already in the field. Accordingly, on the night of the 
1 ft of November, 100 Europeans eroded the river of Ariancopang 
in boats, and were proceeding along the fea-lhore, from whence they 
intended to turn inland, and gain their way to the weft between 
the two rivers, expedting no interruption, as the rains were almoft 
continual, and had drenched the plain: but in the clofe of the even¬ 
ing, a guard of Sepoys bad been advanced from the fort of Arian¬ 
copang, and took poll: on the ftrand of the fea; they fired on 
the firll; alarm upon the French party, who, imagining their force 
greater, and that it had been ftationed on purpofe to intercept them, 
hurried back to their boats, and regained the town : only one of the 
Sepoys was killed ; the enemy’s lol's was not known, but was fup- 
pofed to be more. 

Exceffive rain flopped any farther operations between the Englifh 
camp and the French troops for feveral days, during which, both 
continued intent only on the fea. To oppofe the armed boats of 
the town, fome were equipped in the like manner at Cuddalore, 
which on the 7th took a boat coming with paddy from Tranque- 
bar, and another going thither with effects of value; and intelli¬ 
gence being received that the fhip la Compagnie des Indes, with a 
fchooner and feveral fmaller veflels, were taking in provifions there. 
Commodore Haldan detached two of the men of war with orders 

to 
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to ieize them, and every other veffcl which had rriore than the 
provifions of their own diet on board. They came into the road 
oa the 8th, where they found the Salilbury of 50 guns arrived 
from Triconomaly, which had anchored clofe to the Compagnie des 
Indes, and kept her under command, waiting orders from the Com¬ 
modore. The Compagnie des Indes {truck on the fxrft fummons ; 
and the fchooner, which was loaded with 400 bags of wheat, and 
fome barrels of lalted meat, ran aihore. The fmaller veflels in the 
road efcaped to the iouthward ; and the Salifbury failed away with 
the prize to rejoin Admiral Stevens at Triconomaly. The news of 
this lols was received in Pondicherry with as much concern as a dif- 
after in the field.. The Danilh government fient deputies to Colonel 
Coote, with a proteft againft the infradtion of the neutrality of their 
port; but were {hewn intercepted letters, which proved their affift- 
anceto the French agents, and filenced their remonftrances. 

On the 9th of the month, a ricochet battery of four eighteen- 
pounders was finilhed in a ruined village, 1400 yards to the north, 
between the lea-fide and the bleaching town: the {hot plunged 
along the eaft face of the town, and were anfwered very hotly by 
twelve pieces of cannon, which as well from the diftance, as the 
parapet of the battery, by which the guns were entirely concealed, 
could do no mifchief. 

On the 1 2th, Colonel Coote received information, that a convoy 
was advancing from Thiagar; they were 24 European and 100 
black horfe, efcorting 100 bullocks, laden with falted beef, and each 
of the borfemen likewife carried a parcel of it at the croup of his 
faddle. They eroded the Panar on the 13th, at fome diftance 
above Trivadi, and proceeded between this and the river of Arian- 
copang; but imprudently loft time in driving 300 bullocks more,' 
which they had taken up in the way. At four in the morning they 
came up near the fort of Ariancopang, and were immediately fur- 
rounded by a detachment of too European foot, 40 European and 
150 black horfe, which were waiting to intercept them. The 
officer with one of the troopers was killed, and ten, with more than 
half the black horfe, furrendered; but the other 12 of the European 
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1760. horfc puflied to the river, and were ferried over to’ fhotawn undec) 
Ko?ci^r. tlie g uns of St - Thomas’ redoubt. To prevent fucb attempts mr 
future, 50 Europeans, with a company of Sepoys, users ftatfoned.' 
and retrenched on the flip of fand on the fea-fhore, oppofiteftb ftha: 
bar of the river. ' ' 

Bv this time the waters of the Panar were run off, and, .as then 
troops at Ratlagramon with Captain Fletcher were deemed fuf&- 
cient to oppofe what the enemy had at Gingee, Captain, ;Pxefooa, 
with the main body of his command, marched away from Villa-; 
porum to attack Elavanafore, to which the officer at Tbiagar feat a 
reinforcement, chiefly of black troops; but after Elavanafore was 
inverted did not advance to its relief. The only guns fit for battery 
with Preffon’s divifion, were two field twelve-pounders, which, are 
too flight againft ftrong defences; but, as the. laft thing-which is 
done in country forts is to repair themv a breach was eafily* made, 
and the garrifon capitulated at diferetion, although, they were r 1 
Europeans, 19 Topaffes, and 400 Septus, with three field-pieces; 
befides the guns of the fort. 

Preparations had for fome time been making at Madrafs to con¬ 
vert the blockade of Pondicherry into a regular attack; and on the: 
16th, the Admiral Watfon, a fhip of 500 tons,.laden with alL kinds 
of ftores, arrived, and anchored off the north redoubt,.and the. 
maffoolas of Cuddalore repaired thither to unload her. Qn the 
18 th, Mr. Call, the chief engineer, arrived in the camp, to conduct 
the trenches. 

There were remaing in Pondicherry, about 50 horfes belonging 
to the cavalry, for which no forage, could be procured either within, 
or without the walls; and, as the grain they confirmed was fo much 
taken from the iuftenance of the garrifon, Mr. Lally refolved to 
fend them with the heft riders to Thiagar. Colonel Coote re¬ 
ceived intelligence of the intention, but not of the time. At two 
o’clock in the morning of the 2 1 ft, aqo grenadiers, with the horfo- 
men, palled the river on rafts, neat' the bar, oppofite to the re¬ 
trenched guard on the fpit of land, from which the Europeans had 
been withdrawn, and only the Sepoys wem remaining:; on, whom the 

French 
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Erepch grenadiers immediately advanced, and gave their fire, whilft 1760. 
the borkrneii went off as faff as they could over the plain, taking the November 
read to Trivadi. -On the alarm, the pickets of horle in the camp 
ftiounted, and croffing the river, which chanced to be fordable at 
Villenore, went in purluit, and took thirteen, whofe horles were too 
feeble to keep pace with the others. 

Major Prefton, following his tuccefs, marched from Elavanafore, 
againft a fort called Rilhavandum, which ftands 15 miles to the 
n. e. of that place: it furrendered to him, after little refiftance, on 
the 22d: the garrilon confifted of 200 Sepoys, and five Europeans- 
From hence he marched againft Chacrapollam, a mud fort, 15 miles 
north of Thiagar; which furrendered to him without making any 
defence ; for the garrifon was only a company of Sepoys, with a fer- 
jeant. In the mean while, the French troops remaining at Gingee, 
exclufive of the garrilon there, went againft Chittamoor, a fort ic 
miles to the s. E. and were repulfed, with the lofs of 20 Sepoys and 
four Europeans, killed and wounded. 

The landing of the {lores from the Admiral Watfon had been im¬ 
peded by the defertion of the boatmen, who ran away, becaufe they 
had not been regularly paid; but the blockade continued with the 
utmofl vigilance, and nothing, fince the laft convoy, had attemped 
to get in by land; feveral boats coming from the fouthward, with - 
fait provifions and arrack, were intercepted by armed boats equipped 
at Devicotah. The encreafing diftrefs determined Mr. Lallv to con- 
fult nothing any longer but neceffity; and on the 27th, he turned 
out of the gates all the blacks remaining in the town, excepting a 
few who were domeftics to the principal inhabitants. The number 
expelled were 1400, of both fexes, and every age. They wandered 
in families and companies towards all parts of the limits, hoping the 
mercy of being fuffered to pafs away; but they were every where 
flopped by the advanced Sepoys, and ordered to go back; on which 
they retired, and alfembled round the foot of the glacis, begging 
admittance, and many of them attempting to pafs over into the 
covered-way, were fired upon by the mulketry and cannon, and fome 
were killed. At night they were quiet; but the next day, and for 



;oo The War of Coromandel. Book Xtft. 

i 760. fix more, they repeated the fame importunities to the town and 'the 
November, ^nglifli polf, and received the fame repulfes. Examples of this 
teverity rarely occur; and in civilized war is never exercifed bat with 
December, the utmoft reluftance. At length Colonel Coote, finding Mr. Laity 
inflexible, let the whole multitude pafs. Their only fuftenance, ex¬ 
cepting the little they had brought out of the town, fecreted about 
their perfons, had for eight days been the roots of grafs they picked 
up in the fields, in which they lay. They were all extenuated by 
famine, and few had homes or friends to go to; neverthelefs their 
thanks were inexpreffible, even for this chance of prefervation. 

The Nabob was prefent at this a£t of mercy, and concurred in it. 
He left Arcot on the 1 5th of November, and went to Madrafs to 
confer a few hours with Mr. Pigot, from whence he arrived in the 
camp on the 3d of December. On the 2d and 3d, two veffels, a 
floop, and a pinnace remaining at Pondicherry, failed away for Tran- 
quebar, but the pinnace was taken by the boats of Devicotab. 

Four ricochet batteries, which were firfttoopen againft the town, 
were finifhed on the 8th. We have already given fome defeription 
of Pondicherry, when attacked by Mr. Bolcawen in 1748. All the 
baftions remained in their firfl form, which, for a town of this fize, 
was very confined; but counter-guards had been made before three 
of them, and ravelins raifed before the three gates to the land; a 
rampart of earth had been added to the curtains, which before were 
only walls of brick five feet thick. A wet ditch had been compleated 
on the three fides to the land, excepting in an extent of 200 yards on 
the fouth fide towards the fea, where the ground rifing higher re¬ 
quired a deeper excavation, which for this reafon, as being more la¬ 
borious and expenfive, had not yet been dug; to the extremity of 
this higher ground where the ditch ceafed, came a large creek from 
the river of Ariancopang, which fupplied the ditch all round with 
water. Theberm within the ditch was 25 feet broad; the covered¬ 
way was narrow, and the glacis not fufficiently raifed. The face to 
the eaft being within a few yards of the furf, and expofed only to an 
efcalade by furprize, had no ditch, but its curtain was flanked by 
projecting batteries, which likewife commanded the road. The ci¬ 
tadel 
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tadel was a pentagon with five baftions, but too fmall to endure 1760. 
bombardment; two of its baftions over-looked the eaft curtain, 
and added to the fire on the fea. The town was very commodi- 
oufly laid out in ftraight ftreets which traverfed it entirely in both 
direftions. 

The ricochet battery of four guns, which had opened on the iotn 
of November, had for fome time been quitted, and the guns re¬ 
moved to the north redoubt beyond the bound-hedge; becaufe their 
effect was not equal either to the expence of ammunition, or the 
fatigue and rifque of the guards. The four batteries which were 
now opened were thus'fituated. One flood near the beach to the 
north, 200 yards in front of that which had been abandoned, 
and about 1200 from the walls; it mounted four 18 pounders, 
and enfiladed the eaft front of the town. Another of two 24 and 
two 18 pounders, with three mortars of 13, 10, and 8 inches, 
was raifed on the other fide of the morafs, which fpreads to the 
weft; it was 1400 yards from the walls, and bore, but a little to 
the left, upon the weft flank of the baftion in the north-weft angle, 
which mounted 10 guns, and had before it, within the ditch, a 
ftrong and extenfive counter-guard, mounting 25 guns. The 
two otb?r batteries were to the fouth. One on'the edge of a 
large ifland, formed by the river of Ariancopang; this battery- 
mounted only two guns, of which, one bore on the baftion next to 
that in the s. w. angle of the town, the other on St. Thomas 
redoubt, which flood on the oppofite bank of the river lower 
down; the other battery was raifed in a fmaller ifland below the 
Coco-nut, from which it is feparated on one hand, and on the 
other from the fpit of land, which forms the ftrand of the fea 
from the bar of the river. This is called the Sand Ifland; 
the battery bore upon St. Thomas redoubt, and on the curtain 
of the town between the two baftions on this fide neareft the 
fea. 

All the four batteries were only intended to harrafs the gar- 
rifon by a crofs fire of ricochet Ihot along the ftreets or ramparts; 
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for none of them were on the perpendiculars on which the breach¬ 
ing batteries were intended to be erected. They opened at mid¬ 
night, between the 8th and 9th, firing all of them at the fame 
time, and in vollies, on the fignal of a (hell. A little before the 
tuft volley, Colonel Coote, with two or three officers, approached 
towards the glacis of the north front, in order to oblerve what 
effect the firing would produce upon the garrifon. They beat to 
arms, but without confufion, and leemed to have every thing in 
proper order on their baftions; they railed blue lights in different 
parts of the to'.vn, hut did not fire a (hot. Captain Fletcher, who 
was with the Colonel, very imprudently quitted him without no¬ 
tice, and went to the foot of the glacis, where he fell in with the 
centinel of an advanced guard of Sepoys, whom he feized and dis¬ 
armed, and was bringing off; when the guard, hearing the ftrug- 
gle, ran into the covered-way, from whence immediately came a 
hot fire of mufketry upon Colonel Coote’s party; but Fletcher 
brought off the Sepoy, who gave no intelligence that was not bet¬ 
ter known before. 

The batteries ceafed before day-break, and the guns were kept 
mafked until the afternoon, when they recommenced, and the town 
returned with great vivacity, but the firing ceafed on botft fides in 
two hours. The two batteries to the fouth prevented the enemy 
from launching a large boat which they had fitted on the fhore near 
the bar, and drove them likewile from their guns in St. Thomas’s 
redoubt, which were only mounted in barbette. 

-The firing was varioufly renewed in the fix following days, 
but diminifhed much on the 18th from want of powder; but the 
purpofe of wafting the garrilcn with fatigue, which their fcanty 
allowance of provitions rendered them little able to endure. On 
the 19th, a party of pioneers appeared at work with great eager- 
nefs, to raife and convert the barbette of St. Thomas’s redoubt 
into a parapet with embrafures. The battery on the fand ifland 
fired to interrupt them by night as well as by day, but they per- 
fevered. On the 20th, feme powder arrived in a veffel from Ma- 

drafs, 
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draft, and the enfilade and bombardment recommenced from all 
the batteries as before ; and was conftantly anfwered with the fame 
vivacity from the town. On the 23d, the (hip Duke, of 500 tons, 
arrived from Madrafs, laden with 17 pieces of battering cannon 
and their (hot, with all kinds of (lores for the fiege; but lb few of 
the boatmen had returned to their maffoolas, that very little could 
be landed until others were afiembled from the neighbouring ports 
on the coaft, and even from Madrafs : this delay, however, appear¬ 
ed of left detriment, becaufe the materials for the trenches, and 
for the batteries which were to dilmantle the defences and breach 
the body of the place, were not yet collected, and the engineers 
reported, that they (hould not be ready to open this fire before the 
third of January; but the batteries already conftru&ed continued 
theirs. On the 26th, Admiral Stevens in the Norfolk, with three 
other (hips of the line and the Proteffor fire-lhip, returned into the 
road from Trinconomaly. 

The French troops afiembled at Thiagar were fo much fuperior 
to the little forts around, that they became the terror of the country, 
and their fmalleft parties brought in provifions in plenty, and with¬ 
out rifque. Major Prefton, having no longer any appreher.fions 
that the troops at Gingee would either be able to pufh any convoys 
through the circumvallation of the Englifh army, or even to diftrels 
the pods under the protection of Captain Fletcher at Ratlagrammon, 
refolved, by cutting off the daily fupplies of Thiagar, to oblige the 
troops there to employ large efcorts, which he hoped to intercept. 
He marched from Ra(hivandum on the ill of December, and en¬ 
camped in the evening three miles to the N. w. of Thiagar. On 
the night of the 3d, all the French cavalry, amounting to 200, 
led by Major Allen, an officer of Mr. Lally’s regiment, puflied 
out of the pettah, and went to the weft of Trinomalce. Be¬ 
ing furc of provifions abroad, they intended to remain in the 
hills, waiting, the event of the negociation, which Mr. Lully w as 
carrying on with the Morattoe Vizvazipuut, whole troops, it it 
lucceeded, they intended to accompany to Pondicherry. A lew 
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days afterwards, they were joined by a party of loo European in¬ 
fantry, whom, to alleviate the confumption of provifions, Mr. 
Lally had lent out of Pondicherry in the two veffels which failed 
on the 2il and 3d of the month, and efcaped to Tranquebar; from 
whence, headed by the bifhop of Hallicamalius, they marched to 
efcort him to the camp of Vizvazipunt at Cudapanatam, with whom 
the bilhop was empowered to conclude the negociation. They pro¬ 
ceeded to Combaconum, by the lame road as the Nabob and Major 
Jofeph Smith had come to Karical, and received no moleftation in 
their journey through the country of Tanjore. From Combaconum, 
they eroded the Coleroon, and then pafled between Yolcondah and 
Thiagar, out of the reach of Fiction’s troops; but 10 or 12 of them 
delcrted, and travelled to Tritchinopoly, where they offered to ferve, 
but were not enlifted; becaufe Captain Smith had at this time dif- 
covercd a confpiracy of the French prifoners to rife and overpower 
the garrifon; in which the number of Europeans did not exceed 100, 
and mod of them were invalids or foreigners; whereas the prifoners 
were 500; being the collection of all that had been taken at Kari¬ 
cal, Ghillambrum, and Verdachilum, by Colonel Monfon, and in the 
different adtions at Seringham and its diftridls, by .the two Smiths 
from Tritchinopoly. 

The King of Myfore, not thoroughly convinced that his pro- 
teflations of good-will to the EnglilTi would induce them to reftore 
Caroor, lent a large body of troops to the confines of its territory, 
in order to fecond the terms of his negociation by the appearance of 
renewing hoflilities, if not accommodated; and other troops proceed¬ 
ed to reinforce thofe at Dmdigul; from whence the governor on 
their arrival marched, with 1000 horfe, 2000 Sepoys, as many com¬ 
mon peons, and fome cannon, againft Agarpatty, the neareft and lad 
of the forts, which the troops of Madura had taken, but having left 
it only 40 Sepoys, it furrendered on the 4th day of the attack. From 
hence the Myforeans marched againft Narafingapore, another of the 
forts, fix miles farther, which they likewife battered for four days, 
when they were attacked themfelves by a ftreng body detached from 
3 Madura, 
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Madura, who beat them off the ground, and drove them back to 
Dindigul, with the lofsof 50 men killed and wounded. The colleries 
of Nattam, encouraged by this renewal of hoftilities, made incurfions 
into the northern diftrifts of Madura, and flopped the whole road of 
the pafs with trees, which they felled on either fide, and with much 
labour dragged and laid them acrofs the road with fo much contri¬ 
vance, that a fingle perfon could not pafs without continual difficulty. 

No events of great importance had happened during the courie 
of this year, in the country of Tinivelly. The commandant, Ma¬ 
homed Iffoof, after the repulfe before Waihinelore in the end of 
the preceding year, was from the want of battering cannon, no longe r 
in a condition to attack the ftronger holds of the polygars ; and con¬ 
tented himfelf, until fupplied, with porting the greateft part of his 
army in ftations to check the Pulitaver and the eaftern polygars; but 
remained himfelf with the reft atTinivelly, watching Catabominaigue 
and the Weftern. The departure of Maphuze Khan from Nel- 
litangaville in the month of January, left the Pulitaver and his allies 
no longer the pretext of oppofingthe authority of the Nabob in fiip- 
port of the rights of his elder brother; and they debated whether 
they fiiould treat with Mahomed Ifloof, or wait the event of Ma¬ 
phuze Khan’s journey, who they fuppofed would return to them, if 
not received on his own terms by the Nabob. In this uncertainty, 
they formed no vigorous defigns, and employed their colleries in 
night robberies, wherever they could elude the ftations of Mahdmed 
Iftbof; but attempted nothing in the open field or day. Neverthc- 
1els, their depredations were fo ruinous to the cultivation, that Ma¬ 
homed Moof thought it worth the expence, to draw off ferae of 
their dependants and entertain them in the Company’s fervice, 
as beft able to retaliate the fame mifehief on thofc by whom 
they had been employed; and towards the end of April, feveral 
©f thefe petty leaders, with their followers, amounting in the whole 
to 2000 colleries, joined him at Tinivelly, and faithfully entered on 
the duties for which they had engaged. Nothing, however, like 
regular fighting happened until the end of May, when Catabo- 
aaksugue appeared at the head of two or three thoufand men, near 



The War of Coromandel. Book XII!." 

Etiaporum, and flood the attack of levcn companies of Sepoys,drawn 
front the limits towards Ncllitangaville, by whom they were dif- 
perfed, but with little lets. In May Mahomed IlToof received intel¬ 
ligence of the hoftili ties commenced by the Myforeans from Dindi- 
<ruI, and the orders of the Prefidency to oppofe them; in confequence 
of which he fent the detachment we have mentioned of 1500 Sepoys, 
300 horfc, and 3000 peons. They were Icarcely gone, when a new 
and unexpeded alarm arofe in the Tinivelly country. The Dutch 
government at the ifland of Ceylon had received a large reinforce¬ 
ment of European troops from Batavia, which aflembled at the port 
of Columbo, oppofite to Cape Comorin, from whence a part of them 
arrived in the beginning of June at Tutacorin, a Dutch fort on the 
continent, 40 miles eaft of Tinivelly. Two hundred Europeans, 
with equipments, tents, and field-pieces, immediately encamped, 
giving out that they fhould Ihortly be reinforced by more than their 
own number, and that 400 other Europeans had left Batavia at the 
fame time with themfelves, and were gone to Cochin on the Mala¬ 
bar coaft, in order to join the king of Travancore. The natives 
were frightened, and pretended to have dil'covered, that the force 
they law was intended to aftift the polygars in driving the Englilh 
out of the country of Tinivelly, and to begin by attacking the town. 
Mahomed IiToof immediately lent to the Dutch chief at Tutacorin, 
to demand an explanation; who anfwered, that he fhould give none. 
A few days after the troops advanced inland, and halted at Alvar 
Tinivelly, a town in a very fertile diilrid, fituated 20 miles s. e. ot 
Tinivelly, and the fame diftance s. w. of Tutacorin; and at the 
fame time, another body of 200 Europeans landed from Colombo 
at Manapar, 20 miles to the s. e. of Alwar Tinivelly. Mahomed 
IlToof had previoufly drawn troops from the eaftern ftations, and 
marching with 4000 Sepoys, and fome horfe, appeared in fight of 
the Dutch troops at Alvar Tinivelly in the evening of the 18th of 
June; who, in the enfuing night, decamped in find filence, and 
marched back to Tutacorin; thofe at Manapar went away thither 
likewife in the lame embarkations which brought them ; and no 
more was heard of this alarm. 


The 
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The depredations of the polygars continued; but, deprived of 1760. 
Maphuze Khan, and hearing how clofely Pondicherry was inverted, Dec^^r, 
they ventured nothing more: the Pulitaver’s colieries were as utual 
the moft active in the robberies; and to reprefs them, Mahomed 
Iffoof again ftationed the greateft part of his force towards Nellitan- 
gaville, which in December encamped at the foot of the hills within 
three miles of this place, and Mahomed Iffoof joined them from 
Tinivelly on the 12th; he had purchaled feveral eighteen-pounders 
at Tutacorin, and had the - two mortars fent to him the year 
before from Anjengo, but no Ihot or Ihells for either, and was 
moreover in want of gun-powder and flints, all which he expected 
from Tritchinopoly, and, whilft waiting for them, made fuch pre¬ 
parations as the country afforded to attack Nellitangaville in form. 

On the 20th of the month, the colieries, with the Pulitaver at 
their head, attacked his camp, Tallying, as ufual, on all quarters 
at once, and perfifted until 100 of them fell; but they killed ten 
of Mahomed Iffoof’s men, and wounded feventy, and fome horfes. 

At this time the Myforeans on the frontiers of Caroor, al¬ 
though profeffing peace, and difavowing the operations of the go¬ 
vernor of Dindigul, did not prohibit their own horfe from foraging in 
the diftrifts, of which they had confented that the Engliih Ihould col- 
left the revenue until the Prefidency and their king had agreed 
concerning the reftitution of the fort. The crop on the ground was 
plentiful and ready to be cut; and as the renewal of hoftilities 
would only aggravate the evil they meant to revenge. Captain 
Richard Smith refolved to remain quiet until the harveft was ga¬ 
thered. Such was the ftate of the fouthern countries at the end of 
the year. 

The confumption of proviflons in Pondicherry had ever fince the 
month of Auguft exceeded the fupplies received. In November, 
when the black inhabitants were turned out, the foldiery were put 
to an allowance of a pound of rice a day, with a little meat at in¬ 
tervals. In the beginning of December, Mr. Lally caufed a rtrift 
fearch to be made in all the houles of individuals, and what could be 

found 
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1760. found in them was brought to the citadel, from whence they were 
December, diftributed equally to the military and inhabitants. Two colonels 
lately arrived from France, men of family, deemed the fearch in 
their apartments an affront, and fent word to Mr. Lally, that they 
would no longer a£t as officers; but on every occafion as volun¬ 
teers. But the event juftified the feverity; for by the end of De¬ 
cember, notwithftanding fbme fupply from the fea, the public ftock 
did not exceed the confumption of three days; and Mr. Lally, 
guided by certain information, determined another fearch; on 
which father Lavaur, the fuperior of the Jefuits, who knew all 
the fecrets of the town, prevailed on him to defer it, promifing to 
produce a fufficiency for fifteen days more, but gave no expectation 
of further fupply; but the French agents with Vizvazypunt fent 
hopes of fucceeding in their negotiation; and on the laft day of 
the year intelligence was received in the Englifh camp, and fotne- 
what credited, that a large body of Morattoes, with all the French 
horfe, were arrived from Cudapanatam at Trinomalee, and were 
going to Thiagar, from whence they intended, at all events, to 
puftv with provifions to Pondicherry. 

The rains had ceafed for fome days, and the weather was re- 
ftored to its ufual temperance; the fky bright, although the winds 
fometimes ftrong, which always, at this feafon, blow from the north, 
and near the coaft in the day from the fea, and at night from the 
land: but on the 30th of December, although the weather con¬ 
tinued fair, a large fwell came from the s. e. and the furf beat fo 
hollow and heavy, that no boats could pafs; which encreafed in the 
nio-ht. The next morning the wvid frefhened, and the fky was 
dole and dufky, but without that wild irregularity which prognofti- 
cates a ftorm ; and this afpeft did not change till noon, nor the wind 
encreale until eight at night. There were in the road eight fail of 
the line, two frigates, the fire-ftiip, and the fhip with ftores from 
Madrafs, in all 12 fail. From eight o’clock the wind blew in fqualls, 
every one ftronger than the laft, until' 10, when the Admiral’s fhip, 
Norfolk, cut her cable, and fired the fignal for the other fhips to 

do 
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do fo too; but the fignal guns were not heard, and the (hips, 1761. 
in obedience to the difcipline of the navy, rode until their cables 
parted with the drain, when they with much difficulty got before 
the wind, none able to fet more than a Angle fail, and none without 
lplitting feceral. Every minute increafed the ftorm until twelve, 
by which time the wind had veered from the n. w. where it began, 
to the n. e. : when it fuddenly fell dark calm with thick haze ail 
round. In a few minutes the wind flew up from the fouth-eaft, and 
came at once in full ftrength with much greater fury than it had 
blown from the other quarter. 

By the delay of not getting early under fail whilft the ftorm was from 
the north, moll of the lhips loft the opportunity of gaining fuflici- 
ent fea-room before it came on from the louth-eaft. The firft guff 
of this wind laid the Panther on her beams, and the fea breaking 
over her, Captain Affleck cut away the mizen; and this not anfsver- 
ing, the main-maft likewife, which broke below the upper deck, 
tore it up, and continued fome time encumbering over the fide of 
the fhip without going clear off into the fea, until the fhock of a 
wave fent it away. The fhip then righted, the reefed forefail flood, 
and brought her back into fourteen fathom water, when fhe dropped 
the fheet anchor; but not bringing up, which means turning to ride 
with her head to the anchor, they cut away the fore-maft, which 
carried away the bowfprit, when the fhip came round; and thus 
rode out the ftorm.. The America, Medway, and Falmouth, cutting 
away all their malls on the different neceflities with the fame pru¬ 
dence, rode it out likewife, after they had anchored again nearly in 
the fame foundings as the Panther. 

The Newcaftle, the Queenborough frigate, and the Protestor 
fire-fhip, returning with the s. e. ftorm, miftook their found¬ 
ings, .and drove towards the fhore, without knowing where they 
were, or attempting to anchor. The roaring of the furf was 
not to be diftinguifhed in the general tumult of the elements;; 
and the danger was not difeovered until it was too late, and the 
three fhips came afhore about two miles to the South of Pon h 
' Vox.. II. 4X chc • v . 
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1761. cherry; but only feven in all the crews perilhed, who were knocked 
January, overboard by the fhock of finking aground. 

The Duke of Aquitain, the Sunderland, and the Duke ftofefhip, 
unfortunately preferved all their mails through both the ftorms* 
until they were driven back to the necelfity of anchoring; and ,m 
bringing up with them Handing, all the three either broached to, 
or overfet, and went to the bottom. Eleven hundred Europeans 
perilhed in thefe (hips; only feven, and feven lafcars, were faved out 
of the crews, who were picked up the next day, floating on pieces- 
of wreck. 

The difference of the element prevented the deftru&ion from be¬ 
ing equal at land; but the ravage in proportion was not lei’s. AH 
the tents and temporary cafe ms of the camp on the Red-hill, and 
its out-pofts, were blown to-pieces. The ammunition abroad for 
immediate fervice was ruined. Nothing remained undamaged that 
was not under the fhelter of mafonry, either at the redoubts of the 
bound-hedge, in the buildings at Oulgarrey, or in the fort of Ville- 
nore, where the main flock of gun-powder was depolited. The fol- 
diers, unable to carry off their mulkets, and refill the ftorm, had 
left them to the ground, and were driven to feck fhelter for their 
own peribns wherefoever it was to be found. Many of the black 
attendants of the camp, from the natural feeblenefs of their con- 
flitution, perilhed by the inclemency of the hour. The fea had every 
where broken over the beach, and overflowed the country as far as 
the bound-hedge: and all the batteries and redoubts which the army 
had raifed were intirely ruined. But thefe detriments might be re¬ 
paired. The great anxiety remained for the other fhips of the 
fquadron, whofe fortune was not yet known. 

The town of Pondicherry beheld the ftorm and its effefts 
as a deliverance fent from heaven. The fun rofe clear, andfhewed 
the navock fpread abound. It was propofed by dome to march 
cut immediately, and attack the Englifh army; but this operation 
was impracticable; becaufe no artillery could move through the 
inundation, nor could the troops carry their own ammunition dry; 
atherwife three hundred men, properly armed, would not, for 
** three 
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three hours after day-light, have met with 100 together in a con- 1761. 
dition to refill them. The wifh of every one then turned to expec- 
tation that the fhips from Madagafcar might arrive in the interval 
before the Englifli fhips in the road were repaired, or others joined 
them from the fea: but the excellence of the opportunity did not 
alter Mr. Lally’s miftrufl of the refource; and letters were imme- ' 
diately difpatched to the agents at Puliacate, Tranquebar, and Ne- 
gapatam, ordering them to fend away provifions with inftant expe¬ 
dition, at every rifque, on any kind of embarkation. 

The anxiety for the miffing fhips continued until fun-fet of the 
next day, when the Norfolk with Admiral Stevens’s flag was difeo- 
vered in the offing. The fhip, prepared at all points, before the 
fouth-eaft florm arofe, feudded before it with a flay-fail, without 
loling a mafl, and without being obliged to anchor until the wind 
fell, when in the morning they difeovered Sadrafs. The apprehen- 
fion of more bad weather made the Admiral put out again to fea; 
when he met the Liverpool, entirely difmafled. This fhip, having 
parted her cable, and got under fail before the others, had gained more 
fea-room than any of them; but the fouth-eaft ftorm had carried 
away all her mafts; foon after they were joined by the Grafton, 
who gave the welcome information that fhe had left, on the 28th 
of December, the Lenox, Admiral Cornifh, with the York, and 
Weymouth, 30 leagues off the land: they were all returning to¬ 
gether from Trincomaly: the Grafton, after parting with them, met 
hard weather during the hours in which the ftorm was raging near 
the coaft. The Admiral, leaving her to take care of the Liver¬ 
pool, anchored in the road of Pondicherry the next morning, and 
they in the afternoon. The other three fhips came in the next 
day. On the 7th came in the Salifbury, with the prize la Compagnie 
des Indes, likewife from Trincomaly, and the Tyger from Madrais, 
where the violence of the ftorm had not reached. No more were 
to be expedled; for the Elizabeth and the Southfea-caftle, want¬ 
ing the dock, were failed for Bombay, with the two other prizes, 
the Hermione and Baleine. But by this time, the four difmafted 
fhijJS, although not quite refitted, were again in a condition to 
4X2 act 
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afl on Heredity; and thus in a week, after the form, which had 
railed l'uch hopes of deliverance in the garrifon of Pondicherry, they 
law their road again blockaded by eleven fail of the line, and although 
three of them were only of 50 guns, all were manned above their 
complements by the addition of the crews which had been laved 
from the three llranded Ihips. Their boats continually cruizing, 
intercepted, or drove away whatfoever embarkations came towards 
the road with provifions; but feveral boats which were bundled from 
the town in the three nights immediately after the form, favoured 
by the wind, the current, and the darknefs, efcaped to the fouth- 
ward. In one of them Mr. Lally fent away Rajahlaheb, the Ion 
of Chundafaheb, who, ever fmee the defeat of Vandiwalh, had re- 
fided with his family in Pondicherry; he landed at Negapatam, 
and from thence palled to Ceylon in the character of an elephant- 
merchant. 

Every diligence was exerted to reflore the works and ftations of 
the army to the condition from which they had been difmantled 
by the form. Reports of the Morattoes continued, and the ad¬ 
vantages of the prefent opportunity increafed the apprehenfions of 
their attempts to throw provifions into the town. The bound-hedge 
and its redoubts remained as before a fufficient defence as far as they 
extended; but the fouth fide of the blockade along the river of 
Ariancopang was laid open by the ruin of the two batteries on the 
coco-nut and fand ifland, and of the far redoubt on the Ipit of land 
over againll the bar; which could not be reftored in ten days; and 
the torrent of the river prevented the immediate tranlportof men and 
materials to fet about the work. Colonel Coote therefore deter¬ 
mined, as foon as the river fub’fided, ta furprize St. Thomas’s re¬ 
doubt, which, whilft it remained as at prefent without oppofition 
on the other Ihore,. would proteft the paflage of what convoys the 
garrifon might expeft; but if taken, would preclude their approach 
even more efficacioully than the polls on this fide the blockade which 
the llorm had ruined. The waters fell lufficiently on the 5th, and 
the detachment intended for the attack, having previoully aflembled 
at the Ariancopang redoubt, which Hood above at the extremity of 

the 
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the bound-hedge, and on the fame fide of the river, marched down 1761. 
after it was dark under the bank, which was fteep and (kit ted by a 
(and. The redoubt flood at the opening, but on the farther fide, of a 
channel, which ftrikes to the north from the ma'in body of the river, 
and carries water into the ditches of the town. A French officer, with 
three troopers of his nation, who had taken fervice in the Englifh 
army, eroded firft, whilft Colonel Coote himfelf, with the red of the 
detachment, halted on the nether fide of the channel. The officer 
was challenged, and anfwered that he came from the town with a 
party, which Mr. Lally had feat off in hafte, on intelligence that 
the Englifh intended to attack the redoubt this very night. He was 
believed, and admitted; and Colonel Coote hearing no buftle or firing, 
immediately fent over the front of his party, who, as foon as their 
numbers were fufficient, declared themfelves, and theatened to put 
the whole guard to death, if a (ingle man made the lead noife, or at¬ 
tempted toefcape. All obeyed, excepting one Caffrc, who ftole away 
unperceived. They confided of a ferjeant, five gunners, five Cadres, 
and forne Sepoys. The chief engineer, Mr. Call, followed with the 
pioneer company of 50 Europeans, and roo Lafcars, carrying ga¬ 
bions, fafeines, and tools, with which they immediately iet to w’ork 
to clofe and retrench the gorge; over which it was intended when 
neceffary to turn the guns againft the town. At one in the morning 
blue lights appeared over the ramparts along the fouth front, as if the 
garrifon apprehended fome attack on their walls. Soon after they began 
to fire fingle (hot upon the redoubt, which came with fuch good aim, 
that the party at work threw the guns out of their carriages on 
the ground, to preferve them. At two, every thing was quiet 
in the town, and the work forward, when Colonel Coote went 
away to get reft at his head quarters at Oulgarry, leaving a Lieu¬ 
tenant of artillery, with the 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys, in 
the redoubt, which the officer was ordered to defend to the laft 
extremity. The workmen had finifhed, and were withdrawn at 
four o’clock. At five, the redoubt was attacked by the four com¬ 
panies of grenadiers from the garrifon: they affaulted on every 
. fide 
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lklc at once, few fired, and all pilfhed with fixed bayonets* through 
the ditch over the parapet. The refiftance was not equal either 
to the ftrength of the poft, for it Was clofed on all fides; o&to 
the number of the guard, which were, including fhe ; Sepoys* 17& 
men. Some efcaped by jumping over the parapet; a few : Wfetffe’ 
killed, and the greateft part, with the officer, furrendered tfaeitifelveS 
prifoners. At noon, Mr. Lally fent back all who had been taken, 
to the Englifh camp, for want of provifions to feed them; but ori 
condition, that they fhould not aft again. This difcovery of the 
diftrefs of the garrifon could only be required or w'ai'ranted by the 
utmoft neceflity. However, Mr. Lally might fuppofc, that the pri- 
loners had not time to learn the worft of what the town was en¬ 
during, and that they could not tell fo much as deferters. 

On the failure of this attempt, a large portion of the working 
parties was allotted to complete the redoubt on the fpit of fand,* 
which was to replace that which had been wafhed away. - It was ; 
raifed for the advantage of higher ground, three hunded yards in 
the rear of the former; its fcale fufficient to contain 400 men, and 
to mount 16 guns in different directions. Equal attention was givea 
to repair and complete the Hanover battery, where, from the lownefs 
of the fituation, much labour was requifite to clear the water, which 
had filled the. trench that communicated with it from fbme inclofures 
in the rear. The only fire from the town was to interrupt the 
workmen here, but with little effeft. On the 7th, the Com¬ 
pany’s (hip Falmouth arrived from Madrafs, laden with battering 
cannon, ammunition, and ftores, to replace what had foundered 
in the Duke: and on the 9th another fhip brought Mr. Pigot the 
governor, with Mr. Dupre, one of the council, and captain Robert 
Barker, who had been to Madrafs to fuperintend the embarkation of 
the ftores and artillery, which Captain Hiflop and he were now to 
direft againft the town. 

At this time the Nabob received intelligence that his agents had 
concluded a negotiation with the Morattoe general VizvazypUnt. 
Allen, and the bifhop of HalicarnafTus,had added the ofl»S;of* Thiagax 
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to Gingee, and the payment of 500,000 rupees for their affiftance, 1760. 
and proffered fubftantial fhroffs as fecurity ; how this wary tribe of 
money-changers were induced to this venture, when there was 
not fo much in Pondicherry, nor likely to come, remains un¬ 
accountable. Either Vizvazipunt himielf mu ft have encouraged 
them to ftand forth in appearance, that he might obtain the higheft 
terms from the Nabob; or fome fccret enemy of the Nabob, who was 
to gain advantage by the march of the Morattoes into the Carnatic, 
and the fupport of Pondicherry, muft have proved to the fhroffs the 
certainty of producing the money before the payment fhould fall 
upon their fecurity; in this cafe we fee no one but Hyderally to 
conje6ture. The Nabob’s agents were fo perplexed by the fail, that 
they rofe by degrees from the fame fum of 500,000 rupees with 
which they had began, and concluded for two millions, of which 
one was to be paid in 20 days, and the other in nine months; on 
which Vizvazipunt told the French reprelentatives, that they had 
no affiftance to expe£f from him; and Allen and the Bifhop 
went away with their troops, who were 200 Europeans mounted, 
and 100 on foot, to Hyderally in Bengalore, which is five days 
from Cudapauatam. . The Nabob, on this important cccafion, as 
indeed on all others ever fince he was convinced of the pro¬ 
bability of taking Pondicherry, enlarged himfelf with more de- 
ciiion and fpirit, than he had ever exerted fince his government, 
and firft connexion with the Englifh nation; and as the f'malleft 
undiflembled exceflfes of the mind tell more than the whole com- 
pofure .of pohricaj, reafans he never failed to afk Colonel Coote 
every :d&y s ,whether he was hire, and when, Pondicherry would 
furreaad&r. Advices were at the lame time received from Captain 
Peefkm,\.|hat..he had attacked the pettah.of Thiagar, which ftands 
on the .plaife,.and>after, .fame refiftance carried both the mud-walls; 

©a* whish.^h® French, troops who; defended it ran to the rock, 
and feed ihenafehres in the Fortifications above, which could only 
hQ.^i&ultgd.by fe|kizd, or-reduced by .famine or bombardment : he 
fed/aiready' fcegua tothrow £heils from two howitzers, and was wait- 
o4«v i.i. « • »_ ■ ■ ■ ■< - ».* . iu® 
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ing for mortars from Madrafs. Thefe advices removed any farther 
npprehcniions of fuccours getting into Pondicherry from the lirnd. 

By the morning of the ioth,the Hanover battery was completed; 
hut before it opened, Colonel Coote, with fcveral officers, advanced 
from the Villenore redoubt, to reconnoitre • the baftions of the 
town. As they were (landing about 800 yards from the walls, a 
flag appeared approaching. Colonel Coote lent forward his aid- 
de-camp lieutenant Duefpe, (not the officer we have mentioned 
at Vandiva(h) to receive his meffage or letters. Two other officers 
accompanied Duefpe, and went on in the ayenue leading from 
the Villenore redoubt to the glacis, until they were challenged by 
,:he centries, and ordered to retire; but not obeying, a (hot was 
filed from a fix-pounder on the Villenore gate, which miffed them, 
but unfortunately (truck and/ killed Duefpe, as he was talking to 
the mefieiiger. Colonel Coote fent to demand fatisfaftion for the 
outrage, fuppofing it unprovoked. Mr. Lally confined the officers 
on duty at the gate, and the next day fent his aid-de-camp to explain 
the. mifehance, for which he exprelTed much concern. 

A few hours after Duefpe was killed, the Hanover battery 
opened with ten guns, fix were twenty-four, and four eighteen- 
pounders, and with three mortars, two of thirteen and one of ten 
inches. The fix guns on the left fired upon the weft face of the 
n. w. baftion, and of the counter-guard before it. The two next 
upon the next baftion on the left, which was fmall, and mount¬ 
ed only three guns: it was called St. jof'eph. The two other 
guns on the right battered the two projecting towers ftanding 
on each fide of the Valdore gate, which had a good ravelin 
in front between them. The mortars fired varioufly. The fire 
of the cannon ceafed in three hours, but the mortars continued 
at intervals throughout the day. The garrifon returned very fpa- 
ringly. The next day, the nth, the battery, having been da¬ 
maged by its own ufe, fired lefs, and the town more, with) the 
addition of fhells from two mortars in the Valdore ravelin, which 
fcveral times fell in and near the Hanover battery; which never- 
thelefs opened again the next morning quite repaired, and with 
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great vivacity; but the enemy neither in this nor the preceding 1761. 
night had given any repair to the n. w. baftion, and its counter- 
guard; which, in confequence of this negledt, had very little fire 
to return, nor did much come from the baftion of St. Jofepb, or the 
works of the Valdore gate. Many deferters came over in thefe two 
nights, and their accounts agreed of the difmal diftrefs of the gar- 
rifon. The Englifh army, on the contrary, received the confirma¬ 
tion of a report, that more forces from England (fent by the fame . 
fp'irit as the others) were arrived at Anjengo, on the coaft of Mala- 
bar. Six hundred men, the remainder of the Highland regiment, j 
had embarked in the month of May in five of the company’s fhips | 
and two men of war of the line. Three of the company’s and one 
of the men of war arrived at Anjengo on the 15th of December, 
and the others were daily expected there. 

The redoubt on the fpit of land to the fouth was completed by 
the night of the 12th, and the workmen and tools recalled, to ferve at 
the opening of the trenches, for which all the materials were by this 
time collected. The Hanover battery fired little through the 13th, 
and received only a few fhells. In the beginning of the night, all 
appointed for the trenches were affembled at the bleaching town. 

They were 700 Europeans draughted from the rank and file, 400 
lafcars, the pioneer company of 70 Europeans, and 200 coolies: 
there were likewife 400 oxen, with their drivers, one to three. 

The ground was opened, under cover, juft within the fkirt of the 
bleaching town, in the part neareft the beach. After three fhort 
returns, the trench was brought to the outfide of the houfes, 
and from hence pufhed on obliquely in one ftraigbt line, until 
it pafted crofs the high road leading from the Madrafs gate, on the 
other fide of which road, the intended battery was to be erefted. 

This oblique trench was 480 yards long, and from its termination 
was continued another of 280 yards, parallel to the defences of 
the town. Two fhort trenches continued, one from each end 
of this parallel, and fell in with the two ends of the intended 
battery, which was to be conftructed 40 yards in front; and the 
parallel in the rear was to be the ftation of the main guard for 
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the fupport of the battery, if attacked. All this work, comply 
heading 800 yards, fheltered on the left by gabions, fafeiaes, and 
fand-bags, was executed by the European foldierv, divided info com¬ 
panies, all working at the fame time according to the trace, on the 
different ground allotted to each divifion; whilft the 400 lafears, 
and the 200 coolies, were employed in bringing the materials, noE 
only to them, but to the battery, where the pioneers were at 
work, as requiring more knowledge and exa&nefs; who before the 
morning had finifhed fix embraiiires in the battery; to which, 
likewife, the oxen had brought the cannon from the artillery-park, 
which had been formed near the fea-fhore, juft without the bound- 
hedge. It was fcarcely pofiible for the fame number of hands to 
have done more work in the fame time. Colonel Coote, and the 
principal officers, paffed the night in the trenches, and were accom¬ 
panied by Mr. Pigot and Mr. Dupre. The town, to their great 
filrprize, although blue lights often appeared on the walls, did not 
fire a fingle fhot to interrupt the work. Care had been taken to 
leffen the ufual noife, by not driving the picquets of the gabions 
into the earth with the entrenching tools; neverthelefs, fo many 
perfons continually bufy, the found of the carriages and oxen, and 
the call of their drivers could fcarcely remain unheard ; as the 
battery was within 450 yards of the walls. Juft before day-light 
ail the workmen were withdrawn, and 100 Europeans, with 300 
Sepoys, were ported in the parallel, and another party of the fame 
number in the cover of the village at the tail of the trenches, in, 
order to fupport the foremoft guard. The embrafures that were 
finifhed were left mafked ; becaufe there had not been time to lay 
down the platforms for the guns. Neverthelefs, it was expe&ed, 
that the garrifon would fire hotly the enfuing day, were it only to 
damage the parapet of the battery. 

They were doubtlefs aftonifhed at the work they law done; but 
only fired now and then, and only fingle fhot at a time; obferv- 
ing which, the chief engineer fent carpenters, who laid down the 
platforms, without receiving any hurt. The Hanover battery fired 
throughout the day, with all its artillery and redoubled vivacity, 

which 
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which before night filenced all the guns again!! which it opened; 1761. 
on the n. w. baftion and its counter-guard, on St. Jofeph’s, on the 
two demi-baftions, and on the ravelin of the Valdore gate. 

At night the pioneers, with 300 Lafcars, went to work again at 
the royal battery ; and the town, having well marked the aim, kept 
up a fmart fire of (hot, grape, and mufketry, which killed or 
dangeroufly wounded tw elve men in the battery. Several fhowers 
of rain fell in the night, which gave apprehenfion that the enemy 
would fally; but they refrained, and before day-light the battery 
was completed. It was called the royal, and contained 1 x twenty- 
four pounders, and on the left three heavy mortars. It opened 
early in the morning, and, feconded by the crofs and enfilading fix e 
of the Hanover battery with 10 guns, foon filenced all the defences 
which bore upon it; excepting a gun or two on the bafrion next 
the beach. Inactivity joined ueceffity in this unaccountable aban¬ 
don of defence ; which was fo great, that, what rarely happens un¬ 
til all commanding works are entirely demohfhed, men were fet, 
and continued at work throughout the day, along the whole line of 
the trenches, fixing more lecurely the gabions, ramming down the 
earth, and fmoothing the tops of the parapet, that the troops, if 
lallied upon in the enfiiing night, might fire over them with cer¬ 
tainty and fafety. A party was draughted to begin, as foon as it 
was dark, another battery of fix guns, 300 yards nearer to the 
beach, and 150 nearer the walls : it was intended to deftroy the 
flanks of the feveral baftions, which the royal battery could only 
take in reverfe. 

As the fun was fetting, Colonel Coote coming, as was his cuftom, 
to fupervife the batteries, faw a flag advancing in the Villenore 
avenue; who, being challenged, announced the approach of a de¬ 
putation. They came on foot, the town having neither horfes or 
palankin bearers to carry them, and Colonel Coote received them at 
his head-quarters at Oulgarry. The deputies were Colonel Durre, 
commandant of the king’s artillery, father Lavaur, fuperior of the 
Jefuits, Moracin and Courtin, members of the council, with Tobin 
ferving as interpreter. 


Colonel 
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Colonel Durre delivered a memorial figned by Mr. Lglly of the 
following purport: “ That the Englifh had taken ChatidSmagore 
“ againfl the faith of the treaties of neutrality which had always 
“ lubfifted between the European nations in Bengal, and efpeciaUy 
“ between the Englifh and French; and this at a time, when that 
“ fettlement had juft rendered the Englifh the moft fignal fervices, 

“ as well by refuting to join the Nabob Surajah' Dowlah in the 
“ attack of Calcutta, as by receiving and liiccouring the inhabi- 
“ tants of this colony, after their defeat and dilperfion; by which 
“ protection they were enabled to remain in the province, and by 
“ this continuance to recover their fettlements; as Mr. Pigot had 
“ acknowledged in a letter to the government of Pondicherry.—” 
That “ the government of Madrafs had refufed to fulfd the con- 
“ ditions of a cartel concluded between the two crowns, although 
“ Mr. Pigot had at fil'd accepted the cartel, and commiflioners had 
“ been appointed on both fides to meet at Sadrafs, in order to fettle 
“ amicably whatfoever difficulties might occur in the execution.”— 

“ This conduft of the Englifh (Mr. Lally goes on) puts it out of 
“ his power, as refponfible to the court of France, to propofe any 
“ capitulation for the city of Pondicherry.”—“ The troops of ihe 
“ king and company furrender themfelves, for want of provi- 
“ fions, prifoners of war to his Britannic Majefty, conformably 
“ to the terms of the cartel, which Mr. Lally claims for the 
“ civil inhabitants and citizens, and for the exercife of the Ro- l/' 
“ man religion, the religious houfes, hofpitals, chaplains, furgeons, 

“ domeflicks, &c. referring to the two courts to decide a propor- 
“ tional reparation for the violations of treaties fo folemnly efla- 
“ blifhed.”—“ In confequence, Mr. Coote may to-morrow morn- 
“ ing at eight o’clock take pofTeffion of the Villenore gate, and on 
“ the fame hour the next day, of the gates of the citadel (Fort Louis); 

“ and as he has the force in his own hands, he may dictate fuch far- 
“ ther difpofitions as he may think proper.”—“ From a principle of 
“ jultice and humanity alone I demand (thefe arc Mr. Lally’s words) 

“ that the mother and fillers of Rajahlaheb be permitted to feek an 
“ afylum wherefoever they lhall think proper, or that they re- 

“ main 




Book XIII. Blockade of Pondicherry. 

“ main prifoners with the Englifh, and be not delivered into the 
“ hands of Mahomed Ally Cawn, flill tinged with the blood of the 
“ father and hufband, which he fhed, to the fhame indeed of thofe 
“ who delivered up Chundafaheb to him, but to the fhame likewife 
“ of the commander of the Englifh army, who ought not to have fuf- 
“ fered fuch a barbarity to have been committed in his camp.”— 
“ Being himfelf confined by the cartel in the declaration which Ire 
“ is now making to Mr. Coote, Mr. Lally confents that the mem- 
“ bers of the council of Pondicherry make their own reprefentations, 
“ on what may more immediately concern their particular interefts, 
“ and thofe of the colony.” 

Father Lavaur and the other deputies prefented another memo¬ 
rial, from the governor and council of Pondicherry. “ That no 
“ hurt fhould be done to the inhabitants; their houfes be preferved, 
“ their efFedts and mercantile goods left to their own difpofal : that 
“ all who chofe might remain in their habitations, and were to be 
“ confidered as Britifh fubjedls, and enjoy their former poffeffions 
“ and advantages. In their favour the Roman Catholic religion 
“ was to be maintained; the churches, the houfes of the ecclefiaf- 
“ tics, and the religious orders, whether within or without the city, 
“ to be preferved with every thing belonging to them; the mif- 
“ fionaries free to go and come, and receive under the Englifh flag 
“ the fame protection as they had under the French.” “ No build- 
“ ings or edifices, and no part of the fortifications, were to be de- 
“ molifhed, until the decifion of the refpedtive fovereigns.”—“ The 
“ records in the regifter-office, on which the fortunes of indivi- 
“ duals depend, were to remain under the care of the prefent de- 
“ pofitaries, and be fent to France, at their difcretion.”—“ Not 
“ only the inhabitants who were French, but of whatfoever other. 
“ nation eftablifhed at Pondicherry for their commerce, were to 
“ participate of thefe conditions.”—“ The natives of Bourbon and 
“ Mauritius, in number 41, having ferved only as volunteers, to 
“ return home by the firft opportunity.”—“ Safeguards were to 
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1761. “be fumifhed to prevent diforders.” “ And all fcbefe-conditions 
'[aiiuary. “ were to be executed with good faith.” • 1 - 

Colonel Coote, in anl'wer to Mr. Lally’s memorial, faid, that 
“ the particulars of the capture of Chandernagore were before 
“ his Britannic Majefty, which precluded any difcuffion on this 
“ fubjcdt, neither had it any relation to the liirrender of Pondi- 
“ cherry.” “ That the difpute concerning the cartel remaining 
“ undecided, precluded his confent that the troops in Pondicherry 
“ fhould be deemed prifoners on the terms of that cartel; but 
“ that they muft furrender priloners of war, to be treated at his 
“ difcretion, which thould not be deficient in humanity.” “ That 
“ the gates of the town and citadel fhould be taken pofleffion 
“ of by the Englifh troops at the hours propoied by Mr. Lally.” 
“ That the mother, and fitters of Rajahfaheb fhould be efcorted 
“ to Madrafs, where proper care fhould be taken for their fafety, 
“ and that they fhould not on any account be delivered into the 
“ hands of the Nabob Mahomedally.” To the other deputies 
Colonel Coote only faid, that their propofitions were anfwered 
in his anfwer to Mr. Lally : they returned into the town at mid¬ 
night. 

The next morning, it was the 16th of January, the grenadiers of 
Coote’s regiment marched from the camp, and took po 0 effion of the 
Villenore gate. / Colonel Coote dined with Mr. Lally; who, appre- 
henfive of tumult or diforders, confented that the citadel fhould be 
delivered up in the evening, that the foldiers might be put under con¬ 
finement before night. Accordingly more troops marched in from 
the camp; and in the afternoon the garrifon drew up under arms on 
the parade before the citadel, and the Englifh troops facing them; 
Colonel Coote then reviewed the line, which, exclufive of commif- 
fioned officers, invalids, and others who had hid themfelves, amount¬ 
ed to 11 00, all wearing the face of famine, fatigue, or difeafe. The 
grenadiers of Lorrain and Lally, once the ableft bodied men in the 
army, appeared the moft impaired, having conftantly put themfelves 
forward to every fervice ; and it was recollected, that from their firft 
* landing. 
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landing, throughout all the fervices of" the field, and all the diftreffes 176/. 

of the blockade, not a man of them had ever deferted to the Englifh jZ\wy. 

colours. The vidtor foldier gave his figh (which none but banditti 
could refufe) to this folemn contemplation of the fate of war, which 
might have been his own. The French troops, after they were 
reviewed, marched into the citadel, where they depolited their arms 
in heaps, and were then conduced to their prifons. 

The next morning the Englifh flag was hoifted in the town, and 
its difplay wai received by the faluteof a thoufand pieces of cannon, f 
from every gun of every fhip in the road, in all the Englifh polls and 
batteries, the field-artillery of the line, and on the ramparts and de¬ 
fences of Pondicherry. 

The furrender was inevitable, for at the fcanty rate qf the 
wretched provifions, to which the garrifon had for fome time 
been reduced, there did not remain fufficient to fupply them two 
days more. Neverthelefs the deteftation againft Mr. Lally, if 
poffible, increafed, as the foie author of the calamity, and, no longer 
reftrained by his authority, broke out in the moft v indictiv e expref- 
fions of menace and reproach. The third day after the furrender was 
appointed for his departure to Madrafs. In the forenoon of this 
day a troop of officers, moftly of the French company’s battalion, 
went up the Heps of the government houfe, towards his apart¬ 
ments, where they were met by his aid de camp, whom they in¬ 
tuited ; and were difperfed by the guard, which came up on the 
quarrel. This troop then affembled and waited below at the gate of 
the citadel until one o’clock. Mr. Lally did not move until the clofe 
of the day; his efcort was 15 Englilh huffars, and four troopers of 
his own guard; he came out in his palankin, and at the gate were 
gathered a hundred perfons, moftly officers, with them the coun- 
| fellors Moracin and Courtin. As foon as Mr. Lally appeared, a hue 
| was fet up by the whole affembly, hiffes, pointing, threat-, and . 
i every abufive name; but the efcort prevented violence. Mr. Dubois, 

\ the king’s commiffary, who was to proceed with Mr. Lally, came 
out of the fort an hour after, but on foot; the fame affembly had 
continued on the parade, and ffiowered the lame abufes. Dubois 

ftopt. 
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ftopt, and faid lie would anfwer any one. One Defer ftept out, they 
drew, and the iecond pafs laid Dubois dead, who Was 60 years of 
age, fl^ort-lighted, and always wore fpeftacles. No one would pifift 
his l'ervants to remove and. bury the corpfe; and his death, vio¬ 
lent and iniquitous as it was, was treated as a meritorous aft: hia - 
papers were immediately taken pofleflion of by the regifter. It was 
known, that he had, ever fince his arrival at Pondicherry, compofed 
protefts on the part of the king againft all the diforders and irregu¬ 
larities which came to his knowledge in any of the departments of 
tire government, and the colleftion was very voluminous; but none 
of his papers have ever appeared. 

The total number of the European military taken in the town, 
including fervices attached to the troops, was 2072 ; the civil inha¬ 
bitants were 981 ; the artillery fit for fervice were 500 pieces of can¬ 
non, and 100 mortars and howits. The ammunition, arms, weapons, 
and military ftores, were in equal abundance. 

On the 4th d3y after the furrender, Mr. Pigot demanded of-Co¬ 
lonel Coote, that Pondicherry Ihould be delivered over to the Pre- 
fidency of Madrafs, as having become the property of the Englifh Eaft 
India Company. A council of war, compofed of the two admirals, 
and four port-captains of the fquadron. Colonel Coote and three 
Majors of the king’s troops, aflembled to deliberate on this de¬ 
mand ; and required the authority oil which it was made. Mr. Pigot 
infilled on the king’s patent, dated the 14th of January 1758, which 
regulates the Company’s lhare and title to captures. The council 
of war deemed the patent incompetent to the pretenfion. Mr. Pigot, 
as the fhorteft way, declared, that if Pondicherry were not delivered, 
the Prefidency of Madrafs would not fumifli money either for the 
iubfiftence of the king's troops, or the French prifoners. This con- 
clufion barred all farther argument, for neither the Admiral, nor 
the commander of the king’s troops, were authorized to draw 
bills on the government in .England for fuch a contingency. The 
council of war, therefore, fubmitted to the requifition, but protefted 
againft the infult it conveyed againft the King’s prerogative, and 
. declared the Prefidency relponfible for the confequences. 


During 
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During this difcuflion, Colonel Coots detached eight companies 
of Sepoys, under the command of Captain Stephen Smith, to invert; 
the forts of Gingee; and a convoy of military ftores were lent from 
the camp to Major Prefton, who was continuing the blockade of 
Thiagar. 

The Nabob requefted and expected that the armv, after the necef- 
fary repofe, would accompany him againft luch chiefs and feudatories, 
whom he wifhed or had pretenfions to call to account, either for con¬ 
tempts of his authority, or for tributes unfettled, or withheld. He 
had not forgiven the rebellion of his half-brother Nazeabulla of 
Nelore. His indignation had never ceafed againft Mortizallv, the 
Kellidar of Velore, who, as well as the three greater Polygars to 
the north, and of Arielore, and Woriorepollam to the iouth, were 
fufpe&ed of hidden treafures; ftill more the greater and lefter Mora - 
vars; and the king of Tanjore, wealthier than all, fcarcely con- 
fidered the Nabob as his fuperior. 

But the Preftdency had other attentions to regard; their treafury 
and credit was exhaufted in the reduftion of Pondicherry; the care 
of 2500 French prifoners required ftrong guards and no little ex- 
pence. Bengal was engaged in hoftilities, wanted troops, and could 
fend no money. Bombay had extended its military concerns by the 
acquifition of the caftle of Surat in the beginning of the year 1759, 
which had induced the necertity of other important attentions in that 
part of the continent; and they were at this.time earneftly requeft- 
ing the return of all the troops they had fent to Coromandel. The 
faftory at Tellichery like wife adviled, that they intended to flop the 
troops which were juft arrived and expected in the ftiips from Eng¬ 
land, and waited only the orders of their fuperiors at Bombay to 
attack the French fettlement at Mahe,in whichfervice they requefted 
what affiftance could be lpared from Coromandel. It was ftill un¬ 
certain what was become of the French fquadron; the Engh/h 
fquadron wanted their marines, and were enjoined a fecret lervice 
from England, in which Madrafs was to aflift. Theie slews and 
confiderations appeared to the Prcfidency of more immediate impor¬ 
tance than the indulgence of the triumphal notions which levelled 
Vol. II. 4 Z the 
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tin' mind of the Nabob, whofe joy at the reduction of Bon dichef ty, 
although tli< aricnal which had forged all the anxieties-qf his life, 
w as imimdiau ly imbittered by this interruption to the future coh¬ 
o', lefts ho laid to near at heart: and, unwilling to continue in the 
Carnatic w ithout the entire predominance, of his authority, he retired 
as it were in dilguft with victory to Tritchinopoly, where he arrived 
on the i sth of February. 

h our hundred of the French prilbners were lent to Madrafs, and 
the Highlander:., fix companies, with fome artillery-men, and four 
companies of Sepoys, marched thither to reinforce the garrilon; 200 
were lent to Tritchinopoly under the efcort of ico Europeans, and 
fome Sepoys. The reft of the prifoners remained in the dungepns 
of Pondicherry, until they could be otherwile difpofed of; and 30a 
Europeans, including the pioneer company, and 50 artillery-men, 
with the troop of European horfe, and four companies of Sepoys, 
w ere appointed to garrilon the town. The troops from Bombay, 
being 120 of the king’s artillery, and 190 common infantry, belong¬ 
ing to that Prefidency, embarked in two fhips to return thither; the 
marines were reftored to the fquadron; the reft of the army went 
into cantonments at Cuddalore. 

The court of France had inftru&ed Mr. Lally to deftroy the ma¬ 
ritime pofleflions of the Englilh nation in India, which might fall 
to their arms. Thefe inftrubtions had been intercepted; and, in con- 
lequcnce of them, the court of Directors of the Englilh Eaft-India 
Company had ordered their Prefidencies to retaliate the fame 
meafure on the French fettlements, whenever in theft power. Ac¬ 
cordingly Mr. Pigot, with the approbation of the council,of Madrafs, 
relolved to demolilh the fortifications of Pondicherry; and as Mr, 
Stevens fignified his intention to repair forthwith to Bombay, fti 
order to refit his fquadron, the demolition was commenced without 
delay, left a French armament Ihould arrive during their abfeuce, 
and recover the town, whilft the fortifications remained in a condition 
to afford any advantage in maintaining it. . 

Mr. Stevens failed on the 23d of February, with all the fhips, eleven 
of the line, and two frigates. They took away 400 of the prilonera 

in 
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in Pondicherry, all of the regiments of Lorrain and Lally, to be 1761. 
confined at Bombay, or fent to Europe as opportunities firould offer. Y&iuiry 
As Mr. Stevens intended to aid, if neceffary, in the attack of Mahe, 
the Prefidencv fent 50 of the company’s artillery, and three of their 
engineers in the fquadron. 

Mahe is fituated four miles to the fouth of Tellicherry. The fort 
and town ftand not far from the beach of the lea, along the loath 
fide of a river, which admits fmall veffels. Several hills rife near 
the town, and on the two neareft on the fame fide of the river are 
built two fmall forts, and a much larger, called St. George, on a bill 
on the other fide. The lettlement prefides over all belonging to the 
French company on this fide of the peninfula, excepting their factory 
at Surat. Thefe dependencies are five forts to the north of Telii- 
cherry, and a factory houfe at Calicut. 

The five fhips from England had landed the troops at Tellicherry " 
by the 5th of January; but from the length of the paffage to and 
fro, the permiffion from Bombay to attack Mahe did not arrive 
before the beginning of February; and with it the Prdidency fent 
one of their cruizers, and a bomb-ketch to affift; as none of the fhips 
had been detained. The delay had given Mr. Louet, the governor 
of Mahe, time to make treaties for affiftance withfeveral of the neigh¬ 
bouring chiefs of the country, with whom the lettlement had long- 
been in commerce; and they promiled and fwore to affift efficacioufly 
as againft a common enemy. The aid was much wanted, for the Eu¬ 
ropean military, on whom the ftrefs of the defence -was to reft, did 
not exceed 100, and even they, from the genera! neceffitv of the 
French company’s affairs, had not received their pay for feveral 
months, and miffed no opportunity of deferring. The black troops 
belonging to the company, were a thoufand. 

The troops at Tellicherry marched out and encamped on the Sth 
of February on the limits of Mahe. Their numbers, for the garrilbn 
took the field, amounted to 900 Europeans, and 700 natives; thev 
were commanded by major Heftor Monro, who determined to direct 
his firft attack againft Fort St. George, on the hither fide cf the 
river. 
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All the folicitations of Mr. Louetwereof no avail, when his allies 
law the Englifh troops taking the field, and were apprized of their 
numbers; they did not fend a man; and before day-break the next 
morning, he difpatched a letter to Mr. Hodges, the chief of Tetti- 
chcrry, propofing terms of capitulation, on which Major Monro was 
ordered not to commence hoftilities. Agents fent to explain doubts 
and objections, continued going to and fro until the morning of 
the igjtli, when the capitulation was iigned. It was agreed, that 
all the European military thouid be tranfported at the expence 
of the Engliih, either to the ifland of Bourbon, or to Europe, 
and when landed there, to be free. The effects, artillery, and 
military ftores, belonging to the French company, were to be 
forrendered, but the etTedls and poffeffions of individuals were to be 
prelerved to them entire, without moleftation in the ufe. The free 
exercife of the Roman religion was to be permitted as before the 
furrender; the priefts on no account were to be vexed, nor the 
churches or religious edifices impaired. The forts to the north¬ 
ward of Tdjlicherry were to be given up on the lame conditions as 
Mahe, and the factory at Calicut was to continue unmolefted under 
riie ufual. neutrality of that town: ample honours of war were al¬ 
lowed to the garrifon. Five hundred men under the command of 
Major Peers marched into Mahe at noon; and foon after, the garrifon 
were efcorted w ith their honours to Tellicherry. A detachmenf was 
then prepared under the command of Major Monro, to take in the 
forts to the northward, w'hich it was fulpe&ed might difpute the 
terms of capitulation provided for them. The news of the iurrender 
of Mahe arrived at Madrafs on the 3d of March. 

Captain Stephen Smith, as loon as encamped before Gingee, 
fummoned Macgregor, the commanding officer, who anfwered, that 
if he had brought one hundred thoufand men, the forts would not 
be reduced in three years. The troops encamped to the ealt op- 
pofite to the outward pettah on the plain, which, ‘although it 
had a mud wall, was of much lefs defence than the inward town,, 
which Hands on higher ground, nearly in the center of the trbgjgu- 
lar valley, extending between the three mountains. The valley 
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is enclofed on the three tides by a ftrong wall with towers of ftone, 
which have a ditch before them, excepting in fuch parts where the 
rocks render it uaneceflary ; but the wall continues up the moun¬ 
tains, and furrounds the three forts, con netting them with each other. 
Befides this exterior enclofure, the interior and higher defences run 
double round the two forts to the eaft; and the great mountain to 
the weft, which is the principal fortification, has four enclofures, one 
below another towards the town in the valley, but of different fpaces 
and elevations; and the higheft is a fteep rock in the north-weft 
part of the third enclofure above the valley; this far overtops all the 
mountains, and in the fort on its fuiximit, although fmall, is a con¬ 
tinual fpring of water. The extent of wall in all fortifications 
meafures more than 12000 yards; to defend which the French had 
only 150 Euiopeans, topaffes, or coffrees, 600 Sepoys, and 1000 
natives of the adjoining hills, whom they called Colleries. But 
they fuppol'ed the forts on the mountains to be impregnable, and that 
the town below would not be attempted, becaufe, if taken, the troops 
which were to maintain it, would be continually fubjeci to the fire 
of the defences above. 

The wall on the eaft fide of the valley extends 1200 yards from 
the mountain of St. George on the right, to the Englilh mountain 
on the left, and nearly in the middle paffeth along the fide of a 
heap of rocks on which the French had raifed a work, which they 
called the royal battery; under which on the right towards the 
mountain of St. George flood a gateway opuofite to the outward 
pettah in the plain: but the pettah extended only from this moun¬ 
tain to the rocks of the battery. 

Obfervation and deferters (of w r hcm feveral came every day) ap¬ 
prized Captain Smith of the ftate of the garrilon and defences, and 
that the garrilon remained in perfect fecurity as well in the town 
below, as in the forts above. On the night between the 2d 
and third of February, he marched from his camp with 600 Scpow, 
in two divifions, of which the foremoft, 200, carried, a lufficient 
number of fcaling ladders,and the others were to fupncrt when called 
for. They left the north wall of fine pettah on the left, but palled 
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through the intervals of fomehoufes, which adjoined to ifr&td brought 
t hem oppofite to the middle of that part of the wall of the valley' 
which extends between the royal battery and the Englilh mountain. 
They croffed the ditch, placed their ladders, and got over the wall un¬ 
challenged : the object was now' to get poffeffion of the gate on tlie 
(Alter tide of the royal battery; but the rocks on which it flood ex¬ 
tended backwards to the firft houfes of the towrn, and it was necef- 
iary to go through the firft ftreet leading acrofs, in order to pals be¬ 
yond the rear of the rocks and gain an avenue of trees, which led 
down to the gateway: they proceeded even quite through the ftreet 
unperceived; but, as they w'ere coming down the avenue, were chal¬ 
lenged and dilcovered by the guard of the gateway, w'bo fired; 
which alarmed the other ftations in the town, but with fo much 
confufion, that Captain Smith gave no attention to it, but haftened 
to the gateway, from which he dilperfed the guard at the pufh of 
bayonet, and opening the gate let in the other divifion of 400 Sepoys; 
who were halting not far off in the neareft fhelter, and with them 
took pofleflion of the royal battery. It was now three in the morn¬ 
ing, and Smith waited for day light to drive the enemy out of 
the town, who retired before; fome to St. George’s, others- to 
the Englifli mountain, but moft of them into the enclofure next 
the town towards the great mountain, where they continued firing 
from the adjacent rampart throughout the next day upon the guards 
which were advanced and ftationed in the houfes of the town 
and cannon from all the hills continually plunged down, wherefoever 
they law or fufpeCted any of the Englilh troops; but with little effect. 
In the enfuing night the enemy’s troops,who had retired to the fbcond 
enclofure, left it, and retreated to the higher defences of the great 
mountain. 

On intelligence of this fuccefs 1000 more Sepoys were Tent to 
Smith, who as the town was very unhealthy, continued more than 
one half of his force in the encampment on the plain. The defertlon 
continued, and amongft them came a very experienced jemautdar 
of the Sepoy s, who proffered to lead a party by a path hfe knew to 
furprize the forts on St. George’s mountain: he was trufted, and 

the 
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the next night 300 > Sepoys marched under his guidance. We i 
are not apprized,of their track, but fuppole they proceeded from the jy 
camp and went upbn.the out tide of the mountain to the iouth, to the 
enclolure of the outward rock which is 80 feet higher than thofe be¬ 
neath. They fixed their ladder's, and got over the wall before they 
were difeovered, and feized 8 Europeans,.but the reft of the guard 
eleaped to the enclofures below ; where all continued very alert until, 
day-light, when an officer came down to capitulate, and demanded 
very liberal terms; but captain Smith knowing that they were at any 
time mhis power, by-fending more men up to the rock above them, 
refuted to accept the lurrender, excepting at diferetion; to which 
they contented. They were 42 Europeans, of whom fix were 
officers, and 70 Sepoys. A large ftock of provifions was found: 
in the forts of this mountain, by which it was concluded, that thofe 
in the two others were equally as well provided; and no enquiry cave 
hopes that either of thefe fortreffes could he taken by fiurprize, and 
ftill lels by open attack. It therefore remained to try if time mipffit 
produce the fuccefs which was not to be ex-petted either from force 
or fortune. 

The fame day that the mountain ofSt. George furrendered to captain 
Smith, the important fortrefs of Thiagar capitulated to Major Prefton,. 
after a blockade and bombardment of 65 days, during which, above. 

40 Europeans had deferted to him from the rock, 20 had been 
killed or died, 25 lay wounded in the hofpital, and 114 rank and 
file, with twelve officers, were in a condition to march, io that the 
whole number of Europeans which had been {hut up were upwards of 
200, with .300 Sepoys, and 100 Coffrees; they had provifions for 
twu months longer; and the water, which gave the principal value to 
the fort, continued as ufual in plenty, and of a good quality. 
Neverthelels, the commanding officer only ftipulated that the gar- 
rifcftfhould receive the fame treatment as the troops taken in Pon¬ 
dicherry ; according to which the officers were to be lent to Europe 
upon parole,, not fo ferve again during the prelent war, and thr 
Europeans of.rank and file were to be treated at diferetion; and tfipy 
lent, to b.e confined with.thofe already in the prilbn^f 
,.i„ A Tritchi- 
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Tritchiuopoly; but the Sepoys and Coffrees being ex^Sflent were 
taken into the Company’s fervice. 

In the mean time, the detachment from Tellicherry was profe- 
entino the reduction of the dependencies of Mahe. The firil is 
called T'ort Delhi, lituated on the Hrand of a promontory called 
Mount Delhi, which is a remarkable head-land ten miles to the 
north of Tellicherry; four miles further on is the mouth of the ri¬ 
ver of Nelii’erum, which, defeending from the mountains to the eall, 
turns Ihort many miles above, and continues parallel to the beach 
of cite fen, from which it is no where a mile afunder; a mile and a 
half up this river on the left hand, and on the mouth of another, 
Hands Ramatilly, which is a lmall fort; on the lame fide, five miles 
beyond, is the fort of Mattalavy, which Hands Hrong on a rocky 
eminence : leven miles farther, on the N. fide of the mouth of ano¬ 
ther river, is the fort of Neiilerum, which is much larger; and fix 
miles up this river, to the eaH, and on its left Ihore, Hands the 
fifth fort, which is lmall; and called Veramaly. Fort Delhi, Neii¬ 
lerum and Ramatilly were ga.rrilbned by French troops, but the 
government of Mahe had delivered up the other two in pledge for 
debt to two chiefs of the country, who were determined not to 
part with them until compenfated; and as they equally command¬ 
ed the rivers, which were the channels of traffick, the other three 
would be of no fervice, if the two continued in hoflility. Delhi 
and Ramatilly furrendered on the firfl fummons, but at Mattalavy 
were afiembled a large body of Naires, whofe bravery is always def- 
perate. The two Ihips from Pondicherry, which were carrying back 
the Bombay troops, were at this time working up the coaH of Ma¬ 
labar, and had palled beyond the river of Neliferum; and-Mayor Mon¬ 
ro, finding more refifiance than he expefted in his expedition, fent 
after them for artillery-men and cannon, which came, and two 
batteries were ere6ted againH Mattalavy : but the let Clement of 
Tellicherry had in the mean time been negotiating with the two 
chiefs who were in poffeflion. of Matalavy and- Veramaily, who 
confented to furrender them on condition of receiving an annual 
4 |n?,-Jvhich for both amounted to 3000 rupees. As Iboa-as thefe 
■my v5 '* forts 
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forts were delivered, the French garrifon at Neliferum, which did not 
exceed 20 Europeans, fubmitted without refiftance. 

On the 5 th of April, Captain Stephen Smith received a propofal 
from Captain Macgregor, who commanded in the great mountain of 
Gingee, that he would capitulate, if his garrifon were allowed the 
honours of war, the rank and file to be fent to Europe by the firft 
opportunity as prifoners liable to exchange, but the officers per¬ 
mitted to retire, with their arms, baggage and effects, to any of the 
neutral fettlements on the coaft, where they were to be fubfifted ac¬ 
cording to their ranks at the expence of the Engl if h company, who 
were likewile to defray their paffage to Europe. Three hundred of 
the Englifh Sepoys had already died in the town, and in the mountain 
of St. George, from the peculiar inclemency of the air, which has al¬ 
ways been deemed the moft unhealthy in the Carnatic, infomuch that 
the French, who never until lately kept more than 100 Europeans 
here, had loft 1200 in the ten years during which it had been in their 
poffeffion. Captain Smith, therefore, very readily accepted the terms, 
and in the afternoon the garrifons marched out of the two mountains. 
They were 12 officers, and 100 rank and file, Europeans, Cofffees, 
and Topafies, and 40 Lafcars for the artillery, which were 30 pieces 
of cannon and fbme mortars. A paflport and fafeguard was allowed 
to a Moor of diftinftion, who had long refided in the great mountain. 

This day terminated the long contefted hoftilities between the two 
rival European powers in Coromandel, and left not a fingle enfign 
of the French nation avowed by the authority of its government in 
any part of India; for the troops which had gone away to Myfore, 
were hereafter to be regarded as a band of military adventurers feek- 
ing fortune and fubfiftence. In Bengal they had not a fingle agent 
or reprefentative, and their faftories at Surat and Calicut were mere 
trading houfes on fufferance. Thus after a war of 15 years, w hich 
commenced with the expedition of Delabourdonnais againft Madrafs 
in 1746, and had continued from that time with fcarcely the inter- 
miffion of one year, was retaliated the fame meafure of extirpation, 
which had been intended, and invariably purfued, by the French 
councils againft the Englilh commerce and power: for fuch, as is 
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avowed in the French memoirs on the events we have j^lated, was 
the object of Dclabourdonnais’ expedition, of the whole governments 
and ambition of Dupleix, and of the great armament of naval and 
land forces, which accompanied Mr. Tally to Ihdia, who conftantly 
declared, that he had but one point,'-which was, not to leave are 
Englishman in the peninfuia. To retard as much as poffible the 
facility of their re-eftablifhment in Coromandel,if reftorations (houid 
be made at the conclufion of a general peace, Mr. Pigot laid a repre¬ 
sentation before the council of Madrafs, which determined them to 
deftroy all the interior buildings, as well as the fortifications of Pon¬ 
dicherry, of which the demolition was by this time nearly completed: 
and in a few months more, not a roof was left {landing in this once 
fair and flourilhing city. 

For two years before, the fortune of France had been declining in 
every other part of the world; they had loft their fettlements on the 
coaft of Africa, half their Weft India iflands, the whole region of 
Canada; their naval force was utterly rained, and their armies were 
ftruggling under defeats in Germany. The lofs of India, as a Iaffc 
hope, excited the public indignation more than any of the former 
difafters, which was fo far from producing any reconciliation amongft 
the amenable, that it only fharpened their vengeance againft each- 
other. Mr. Tally, on his arrival, formally aceufed Mr. De Leyrit, 
Mr. Bufiy, Mr. Moracin and Courtin, of having wilfully confpired 
the ruin of the French affairs from their averfion to himlelf, as ap¬ 
pointed by the King to inveftigate and correct the abufes of the go¬ 
vernment of Pondicherry. Of 200 perfons who were either arrived 
or returning from hence, not more than 20 were ire habits or. con¬ 
nections with Mr. Lally; all the others, revolted by the exceffes of 
his temper, or the feverity of his authority, bore him either fecret 
grudge, or avowed hatred; all thefe became voluntary partizans with- 
Mr. Dte Leyrit and the council, vvhofe refolutions were conducted at 
Paris, as they had been at Pondicherry,’ by the Jefuit Lavaur. Their 
firft ftep in public was to pFel'ent it manifeft to- the comptroller-ge¬ 
neral, in exculpation of themfelves, and aiccufing Mr. Tally of mif- 
eonduft under nine different heads, which, as they laid, proved more- 
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than incapacity; and in Auguft 1762, they petitioned the King to 
vindicate themfelves juridically from the accufations of Mr. Lally; 
t' J ' whofome months after was confined in the Baftile. In June 1763, 
father Lavaur died ; this Jefuit had compofed in India two me¬ 
moirs, the one a juftification and panegyrick, the other a defama¬ 
tory impeachment of every part of Mr. Lally’s conduct. Argu¬ 
ments taken from this piece were occafionally fupplied to pro¬ 
pagate the public antipathy, but it had never been authentically 
publifhed. As Lavaur was rated as an evidence, his papers were 
taken polTeffion of by the officers of juftice, and amongft them this 
libel was found. Lavaur, as if ruined by the lofs of Pondicherry, 
1 had petitioned the government for a fmall penfion of fubfiftence; 
and it was difcovered that he died poflefted of 60,000 pounds in 
gold, diamonds, and bills of exchange. This hypocrify, with the 
frauds of another Jefuit, who managed the weftern minions, con¬ 
duced not a little to the expulfion of the order; but full attention 
was given to the memoir of Lavaur, and from its documents the 
attorney general inferted the charge of high trealon, which deprived 
Mr. Lally of the afiiftance of counfel. After he had been con¬ 
fined 18 months, the deponents in the procefs were brought 
before him, and he permitted to interrogate them before the re¬ 
corder. The number of fafts depofed againft him amounted to one 
hundred and fixty, for every violent or unguarded expreflion during 
the courfe of his government and ill fuccefs was admitted. The 
number of witnefTes mufl likewife have been many, for Mr. Lally 
oppofed ilrong reproaches of incompetency to thirty-four of them. 
The recorder was the fame who had given the moft fanguinary 
judgment ever pronounced in France againft a young man of family; 
and Mr. Lally, with his ufual indifcretion and intemperance, aggra¬ 
vated the feverity of his character, by treating him with haughti- 
nefs and contempt during the difcharge of his office. Eighteen 
months parted in the confrontation and interrogatories, when the 
final decifion was to be made by the whole parliament of Paris, 
/ which is compofed of 120 members. It muft be left to conjecture, 
how many of them went regularly through the immenfe volume 
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17 6 i. of records from which they were to form their judgment and boxy 
^TpdT f ew perlevered in comparing and combining this multitude of depo- 
fitions with one another, in a fubje£t fo new to them, whether 
as military operations by land and fea, o£ as tranfaftions in a ftrange 
land, of which they were now to leaVn the cuftoms, manners, cli¬ 
mate, and geography. Neverthelefs, with due attention, much of 
this knowledge, and of the caufe itfelf, might be acquired from the 
memoirs publiihed not long before the decifion, by Mr. D’Ache, 
Soupires, Bufiy, and of Mr. Deleyrit, who was dead, but publiihed 
by his heirs, with feveral others of lefier note and importance; 
and from the more copious juftifications of Mr. Lally, written by 
lumfelf, with the fame unconquered fpirit of invective againft his 
\ enemies, as had brought on him the combination of accufations, 

: on which the jurifprudence of his country was now to pronounce. 
But none of thefe publications alleged, nor did any evidence aflert 
any fa6t, to warrant the fentence of his judges, who mu ft there¬ 
fore have been led by the report of the recorder to condemn him 
to be beheaded, as duly attainted and convifted of having be¬ 
trayed the interefts of the King, the ftate, and the Eaft India com¬ 
pany ; of abufe of-authority, vexations, and exactions, upon the 
fubje&s of the King, and ftrangers refident in Pondicherry. Be¬ 
fore the fentence was made known, he had been diverted in the 
prefence of the court of his military orders, and declared degraded 
of his military rank, in confequence of which he was removed from 
the Baftile, as a more honourable confinement, to the common pri— 
fon of criminals. Here in the morning of the 9th of May, 1766, his 
fentence was read to him ; he threw up his hands to heaven, and ex- V 
claimed. Is this the reward of 45 years lervice! and fnatchingapair 
of compaffes, which lay with maps on his table, ftruck it to his 
breaft, but it did not pierce to his heart; he then gave loofe to every 
execration againft his judges and accufers. His fcaffbld was pre¬ 
pared, and his executioq^appointed for the fame afternoon: to pre¬ 
vent him fr,om fpeaking to the fpeftators, .a large gag was put into 
his mouth before he was taken out of prifon, when he was carried 
in a common cart, and beheaded on.the Greve. He perifhed in the • 
65th year of his age. 
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If abufe of authority, vexations, and exa&ions, are hot capital 
in the jurifprndence of France, they ought not to have been in- 
ierted, as efficacious, in the fentence of death. The betraying of 
interefts required that the intention of ruining , them Ihould be 
proved by inconteftable fa&s; but Mr. Lally neither gave in¬ 
telligence to the Englilh, of which they could take advantage, 
nor led or commanded his troops to lervices of deftruftion 
without the probability of advantage from their efforts, nor re¬ 
ceived bribes to influence the general plan of his conduct. The 
invective of his declaration to Colonel Coate, when offering to 
iurrender, thews how little favour he expected from the Englifh 
government; and he had perfonally offended Mr. Pigot in his cor- 
refpondence. Neverthelefs, the imputation of having fold Pondi¬ 
cherry, opened the cry againft him in France. Mr. D’Effaign, and 
Crillon depofed honourably of him. Nor was the fentence of his 
judges unanimous. Mr. Siguier, admired for his eloquence, and 
Mr. Pellot, for his application and the clearnefs of his underftanding, 
declared their conviction of his innocence; another of his judges ac¬ 
knowledged, that he was not condemned on any particular fa<5t, but 
on the whole together. Mr. Voltaire, who had well confidered the 
caufe, has not fcrupled to call his death ; a murder committed with 
the fword of Juftice. 

Mr. Lally conftantly claimed the right of having his military 
conduit tried by a board of general officers. They would have feen 
his errors with difeernment, and weighed them with impartiality. 
That the recall of Mr. Buffy from Salabadjing, and the fubftituting 
the iufufficient abilities of Mr. Conflans, produced the lofs of Ma- 
fojjpatam and the northern provinces. That the liege of Madrals 
was wrong in the intention, and equally defective in the execution; 
but that Mr. Lally expected no abler refiftance here than he had 
met at Fort St. David. Thatthe feparation of the army, by the large 
detachment fent to Seringham, which enabled the Englifh to ex¬ 
tend their barrier to the fouth of the Paliar by the acquifition of 
Vandivafh and Carangoly, was contrary to the found principles- of 
wait; but that the motive was, the hope of relieving the want of 

money. 



The War or Coe’o^andel, Bo 3 $’OTj| 
money, and the diftrefs for provifionsj That the 'attend to refca 3 ce 
Vandivafh, reduced Mr. Lally to the neceffity of receiving batt!e, ; 
which as the Englifh were feeking,. he ought' to have avoided;; 
but that he had reafort to expefi greater, indttftry and fpirit in the- 
artillery, officers, and enginefers, who might have breached the place? 
in half the time. Whether, after this battle, Pondicherry might hate 
been better ftored, or whether the provifions collected were injudi- 
cioufly difpoied of, would, after all witneffes, have remained adecifion 
of doubt. 

The troops which arrived with Colonel Goofce in November 1759, 
with his immediate activity in the reduction of Vandivafh and Garan- 
goly, brought the war nearly to an equality; which juftified him'in 
rifquing the battle for the relief of Vandivafh, although he fought 
it with the inexplicit disapprobation of the Prefidency in his pocket; 
but his dilpofitions had fecured rcfources againft mifchance. Before 
this important fuccefs, the views of no one had extended to the re- 
dudlion of Pondicherry: but inflantly after, all were impreffed with 
the firm eft perfuafion of this termination of the war. This fortu¬ 
nate confidence led to the moft vigorous counfels. Nothing, it was 
reafoned, if all advantages are taken, can fave Pondicherry, except¬ 
ing the arrival of their fquadron in force fufficient to cope with the 
Englifh; or the lucky in trod u6i ion of troops and money by divi- 
fions of their (hips, if the whole do not venture: whatfoever is 
gained in the mean time will require fo much effort to recover, 
fhould the enemy be reinforced; and if they are not, will be fo much’ 
accomplifhed towards the ultimate object. The enterprizing fa- 
opacity of Colonel Coote loft no time in difeovering and taking every 
advantage. The Prefidency feconded his operations by the expedition 
to Karical, and in fupplies to the field; the garrifon of Tritchinopoly 
by their activity; the detachment to the weftward by its vigilance; 
the army by their zeal on all occafions. Colonel Coote, by coaftantly 
expofing his own perfon with the Sepoys, had brought them to fuf- 
tain dangerous fervices, from which the Europeans were preferved. 
By this oeconomy,and the reinforcements from England and Bombay, 
if the armament fo much announced had arrived, and landed a 

greater 
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greater force than France had ever before fent to India, the 
Englifh on the day of the furrender of Pondicherry, were in a con¬ 
dition to have given them battle, if they had chofen i$, under their 
very walls. 

Colonel Coote embarked on the 13th of March, leaving his regi¬ 
ment to follow; and with him, our narrative returns to the affairs 
of Bengal. 
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A Bdulwahab Cawn, 371. 424. 425. 440. 443. 

45 8 - 46 i- 4 6 3- 494- S 02 * 

Aiyjf„iian h 548. 

Achempettah, 15 miles from Tanjore, 437. 

Actif, a French fliip of war, 512. 513.693. 
Adams, captain, 608. 

Adlercron’s regiment, 458, 487. 

Adnet, captain, 379, 380, 382. 

Admi, 476. 493. 547. 

Affleck, captain, of the Panther, 709. 

Agarpatty, a fort, 704. 

Aimapettak, 439. 

Airey, lieutenant-, 395. 398.44$' 462.471. cap¬ 
tain, 625. 641. 

Alamparvah, 367. 375. 395. 400. 410. 390. 396. 
603. 612. 613. 615.616. 617. 624. 626. 635. 
636. 638. 631. 652. 

Allen, major, an officer in Lally’s regiment, 

AllarT,nhJly, S S. E. of Tinhelly, 706. 

Amkw, 663. 

America, an Englilh man of war,-659. 709. 
Amuldar, or renter, 496. 

Andrews, Mr. 376. 473. 493- 557- 
Angus, lieut. 613. 

Anjmgo, 369.419.468. 567- 7°7- 7'7' 

Anunderamrauze, 554. 

Anunderauze, 375-376. 377. 381. 382. 383. 
472.473.474. 475. 479.481. 482.490.492. 
554- 557- 559- 
Anwarodean Khan, 531, 
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I Arabs, 548. 

Arcot, 367. 368. 370. 371. 372. 415. 424. 4; 
453- 459- 462- 464- 469. 471- 493- 4?6- 4' 
502. 504. 505. 506. 508. 516. 526. 527. 52 
533. 538.542. 546. 547- 548- 349- SS 2 - Si 
57i- 572- 575- 59°- 59 1 - S9 2 - 594- 595- 6c 
602. 603. 603. 615. 616. 626. 637, 649. 6t 
695. 7.00. * 

4 rcot,fort, 368. 501. 546. 590. 504. 595. 
iriaticopmtg, fort, 656. 657. 639. 660. 661. 6f 
672. 696. 697. 

redoubt, bound-hedge, Pondicht 
ry,663.666. 671. 672. 680. 61 
691.712. 

river, 61c.647.648.655. 658.6i 
687. 696. 697. 700. 701. 712. 

ttrnn, 636. 642. 644. 648. 649. 

Arielare, Polygar, 440. 725. 

At ace, 496. 

Ami, 530. 47r. 591. 592. 603. 

556. 

562. 

| Aifofbeg, a jemidar, 612. 629. 631. 638# 

' 537-599* 

igabaJ) city, 476. 492. 

j Biikw, 638. 

Bajinvow, 571. 

• Bulagerow, genera! and regent of the Morattot 
424.494.684.695. 

. Jalantyne, lieut. 397. 

I Balajcrt, 555. 


Bahhitty’; 
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Bakhitty's choultry, 497. 

Baleine, a French (hip, 688.689.690.694.711.! 
Bampore, 475. 

Bangalore, a (bong city N. of Seringapatam, 

68 ;. 686 . 

Bangar-yaichum, 464. 

Bangar Yatcham Naigue, 371. 528. 53«. 
Bannatyne, captain, 471. 

Barker, captain Robert, of the company’s ar¬ 
tillery, 45S. 521. 579. 580. 583..609. 615. 
622/714. 

Barnes, enfign, 414. 

Barthelmi’sgarden, Pondicherry, 661. 662. 667. 
Baflaulet Jnng, 476. 492. 493. 504. 509. ;i;. 

326. 327. 531. 532- 533- 546- 547-S48' 566. 
Bnft'lt, 735- 736- 

Rntatda, a port in the ifland of Ceylon, S. of 
Trinccmomalee, 511. 

Batavia, 507. 510. 706. 

Battel Ganta, a fort, S. E. ofDindigul, 672. 673. 

678.679. 687. 

Beaver, captain, 458. 

Bengal, 3 75-3 77- 453-4 6 *-47 3 -4®'- 49' 493- 
5°3- 5°7- S°8- 534- S'i 6 - 557- 55 8 - S&°- 59$- 
6 +9 . 6;o. 663. 666. 679. 720. 725. 733. 739. 
Bengalore, 686. 71;. 

Bergen-op-osoom , 438. 

Bc%mra, on the Kriflna, 482. 483. 

Billock, lieut. 393. 

Bifhop of Haliearnaffiis, 637. 704. 774. 71;. 
Black, captain, 421. 458. 

Black town, Madrafs, 400. 401. 408. 452. 


Blair, 


t. 394. 
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Blake, captain, 466. 

Blakeney, enfign, 609. 

Blantierie, a village near ; 

Bom hay, 371. 419.420.42;. 454. 

604. 631.634. 643. 653. 711.725. 720. 727. 
738. 

Bombay detachment, 666. 671. 672. 732. 
Bomrauze, 371. 464. 506. 508. 

Boniapah, governor of the fort of Caroor, 678. 
Bonjour, enfign, 396. 504. 50;. 

Bofcawen, Mr. 700. 

Bofwell, Mr. furgeon, 437. 

Bourbon, natives of, 721. 

volunteers, 660. 661. 

Bourdonnais, De la, 402. 623. 733. 734. 
Bramins, ;o2. 598. 

Brampore, 47;. 476. 491. 

Brereton, captain of the Tyger, 51;. 

major, 368. 590. 393. 411. 458. 469. 
469. 470. 471. 471- 497-5°6- J°8- 
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SS1-S4S. S4J-585-586.663. 


Breft-fever, 3! 

Bretueil, a French col. $70. 
r, enfign jSi-SM. 
tMr.gyy. 378. 481. 
a French (hip of 30 guns, 4142;. 426. 
436. 448. 449. 491. 556. 558. 
Britannic Majefty, 720. 722. 

Britifli fubjects, 721. 

Brooke, lieut. of the artillery, 410. 

Browne, lieut. of the Shaftefbury Indiama 0,426. 
Buccangee, bankers, 438. 

Bnlwanfing, 610. 

Burramjmr, a town, 556. 

Bufly, Mr. 367. 370. 371. 393. 394. 430. 
474-475-476.49'- 49 9 - 499- 5°4- S'7- 5*5- 
526. 527. 528- 531-S3*- 533- 547- 54®. 549* 
SS°- SS3- S54- 573- S74- 576. 582. 585. 586. 
587. 590. 596. 612. 734. 736. 737. 

Calacai, 564. ;66. 

Calancandan , a mud fort, $6$, 

Calcutta, 37;. 5;;. 590. 720. 

Cahcut-hftory boute, 727. 728. 733. 

Call, Mr. chief engineer, 458.615.619.698.773. 
Callendar, capt. on the Madrafs efiablifhmenr, 
376. 48;. 488. 489. 

Caltiaud, major, 369. 384. 436. 437. 438. 439. 
440.442.. 443. 444. 445. 447. 4,3- 458. 459. 
461. 463.471. 505. 506. ;o8. 52a. 523. 534. 
666 . 

Cambray, a French regiment, 694. 69;. 
Campbell, capt. Charles, 458. 

capt. Donald, 458. 
lieut. of the artillery, 546. 

Canada, loft to the ljteoch, 734. 

Cape Comorin, 493. 56b. 564. 706. 

Cape of Good Hope, 420. 511. 693. 

"1 rangofy, 367. 369. 372. 462. 497. 516. 444. 

S+6. 549- 573- S7S- 577- 59 1 *601.604.605. 

, 737- 738- 

j Carvambadcfy, a town in the polygar hills, ;oa. 
50;. ;oB. 

Carnatic, 375* 43 & 4^1- 464. 467- 47°- 5*6. 
53*- 533- 54 6 - 547- S4 9 - 55*- 55 8 - 5 6 3- 564* 
566 571. ;8r> 599. 601. 6 jj. 620. 624. 
637.638.639.650.663.673.677. 685. 686. 
695.696. 715; 726. 733. 

Caroor, W. of Tntchinopoly,-6ys. 674. 677. 

678. 679. 686.687. 704. 707. 

Cartarieopum, a village bear Pondicherry, 626. 
Carty, enfign, 606. 607. 

Carvalho's 
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Carvalho't garden, 441. 442. 444. 445, 446. Coilorepettah, 563. 

Cajfmcotah, 472. Colair lake, 559. 

Catabominaig, 467. 561. 563. 70;. Colcroon, river, 383. 439. 440. 496. 53S- 336. 

Cathchart, the Englilh watch-word at the attack 537. 539. 540. 550. 551. 597. 598, jgg. 

of the French (hips off Pondicherry, 689. 600. 602. 620. 630. 69;. 704. 

Caveri, river, 539. 551. 597. 598. 600. 620. Colleries, 399. 408. 414. 462. 467. 49;. 539. 

673.674.686. 541. 550. 351. 561. 562. 564. 565. 566. 

Centaur, a French (hip of war, 512. 514. 515. 567. 568. 569. 605. 673. 675. 677. 70J. 

693.694. 707. 729. 

Ceylon, IJland of, 425. 507. 51 1. 533. 706. 712. Columbo, port, oppofite to Cape Comorin, 706. 
Chace, enfign, 393. Combaconum, on the fir ft arm of theCaveri.620.704. 

Chacrapollam, a mud fort, N: of Thiagar, 699. Compagnie des Indes, a French (hip, 688. 689. 

Chambole, a village in the Northern Provinces, 690. 69:. 696. 697. 711. 

377.378.379. Company's exchange, 438. 

Ckandamungalum, a fort, 691. gardens, 660. 

Chanderghmy, 571. 463. 464. 494. po[feJfms, 560. 

Ckandtrnagorc , 720. 722. regulations, 481. 482. 

Chechimalore, a village, on the Taliar, 538. 542. representative, 375. 

Chicacolt, province, 554. fhip«, 375. 420. 42;. 449. 311. 

Chilambarum, 536. 537. 599. 602. 614. 616. 512.63/.643.651.639. 724/717. 

622.626.630.632.704. troops, 392. 457. 438. 463. 487. 

Chilftiolm, licut. 573. 590. 503. 507. 522. 579. 582. 584. 


Chinabalabaram, on the confines of Myfore, 685. 
Chindadrepettah, a village, 387. 397. 434. 
Chintjimundrum, a village, 553. 571. 572. 
Chingiapet , 368. 369. 370. 372. 373. 384. 393. 
398. 399. 400. 401. 408. 414. 424. 430. 
434. 440. 442. 447. 453. 438. 459. 461. 
462. 469. 497. 498. 510. 515. 538. 542. 


Chitore, 424. 463. 464. 


Chittamoor, a fort, S. E. of Thiagar, 699. 
Ckittapet, 367.470. 497. 501. 309. 5:6. 542. 
S44- 549- 55°- 553- 59°- 59>- 6 ° 2 - 6o 3- 


Choultry plain , S. W. of Fort St. George, 3S5. 

386. 387. 397. 434. 436. 455. 461. 
Choultrys, 386. 462.469. 47 I. 497- 609.631. 652. 
Chout, or tribute, 685. 

Chunderfaheb, 526. 544. 638. 7x2. 721. 
Clive,colonel, 491. 534. 556. 558. 571.592.663. 
Cohebng, 395. 397. 398. 


Cochin, on the Malabar coall, 706. 

Cockanatah, a Dutch fettlement, 481. 

Coco-nut, battery Pondicherry, 701. 712. 
Codaver difirifts, 492. 

Coffrees, 369. 388. 450. 453. 46'- 4*9- 5>5- 
518. 520. 525. 540. 584. 600. 606. 609. 
614. 640. 641. 645. 649. 654. 691. 713. 
729. 731. 732. 733. 

CoUuGuJdf, a fort on the hills near Velore, 544. 


. 587.589.647.662.666.671.732. 
-omte de Provence, a French (hip of war, 512. 
, 5 1 3- 5'4- 


Condon, a village in the Northern provinces, 
377- 3?8- 439' 44°' 

Conflans, Mr. 376. 377. 378. 182. 400. 474. 

475- 47 6 - 478. 485- 488- 489- 49 1 - 5°4’ 737- 
Conjeveram, 368. 3&9- 37°' 37=- 373- 374- 375- 
384. 399. 400. 401. 402. 413. 423. 430. 

459. 462. 469. 470. 493. 494- 495- 497- 

498. 505. 506. 507. 508. 510. 513. 516. 

527. 531. 538. 541. 542. 546. 549. 5 6 x. 

S7 2 - 573- 575- S9°- 

Commere, 612. 

point, S. of Sadrafs, 39^. 

Cook, enfign, 394. 

Coolies, 615. 621. 680. 717- 718. 

Coote, lieur. colonel, 503. 523. 534. $4r, 
342. 543. 544. 545. 546. 5+9. 550. 352. 

553 - 57i- 5“ 2 - 573 - 574- 575- 5 “ 6 - 577- 

578. 579. 580. 581. 582. 584. 585. 589. 

590. 591. 592. 594. 595. 596. 60r. 602. 

604. 603. 606. 607. 6c8- 610. 611* 612. 

613. 616. 624. 626. 627. 628. 629. 632. 

633.634.638.639.641.642.643.644. 
645. 646. 647.649.650.652.653.654. 
656. 658* 6159. 660. 662. 663. 663. 666. 

673. 679. 680. 681. 6S2, 6^3. 6Sr. 690. 






«,.49'- 49®• 5°4< 5®»i£w J»7- * > 

. De.cr, 724. - 

, D’Eguille, Mr. 510. 

Dc U Boucfpe, lieutenant, 520. 

I 1 .- la Fair.-, a french colonel, 370. 

Dc Landivifclr, a French colonel, 370. • - 
Delaway, or regent, 636 637. 

. Deleyrir, Mr. governor ot Pondicherry, 4-^9- 
464.4.98. 538.602.6:6.635.642.734.75^. 
Demi bafimt, fort St. George, 413. 

. D’Eftaigne, count, 367. 370. 394. 737. 

De Tilly, commandant ot Chittapett, 591. 

- Devi Coted,, 437. 453. 535. 536. 599. 614. 630. 
699. 700. 

D’Harainbure, a French officer, 662. 

Digbv Dent, captain of theTyger, 690. 

. Diligence, a French frigate, 375. 400.410. 433. 
45 1 - 

Dindigul, 468. 639. 650. 672. 673. 675* 678. 

679. 687. 704. 70;. 706. 707. 

Dollobaei, fori ref,, 476. 

Draper, lieut. col. 368. 373. 374. 390. 3gr. 

392. 393.411. 458. 463. 

Draper’s regiment, 420. 425. 462. 582. 585. 

586. 587. 589. 647. 651. 666. 669. 

Duans, 491'. 504. 531. 532. 547. 601. 

Dubbeer, or miuifter, 601. 

Dubois, Mr. French conimiflary, 72.3. 724. 

. Due de Burgogne, 512. 514. 

Due d’Orleans, 512. 514, 525. 

, Dnefpe, lieutenant, aid de camp to col. Coote 
716. 

. Duke of Aquitain, an Englith fliip, 710. 

an En»lilh ftore fliip, 703. 710. 714. 
Dumefnil, a French lieutenant, 298. 

.. Dupleix, Mr. 613. 627. 734. 

Dupre, Mr. of the council, Madrafs, 714. 718 
Duretfopatam, N. of Madrafs, 454, 

Du Rocher, a French commander, 477. 

1. Durre, colonel of the French king’s artillery 
719. 720. 

Dutch, 406. 438.458. 498. 507. 508. 510. 534 
535- 556- S59- 5 6 °- S 6 °- 6 9°- 7°6 
fettlements, 396. 406. 690. 
fl.ips, 374. 395. 396. 
troops, 706. 

Eafaltavtr , wood and fort, 566. 

Eaji India, 507. 

Egmore, bridge, 387. 
plain, 452. 

' redoubt, 388. 

a village, 385. 387. 389. 397; 400. 436, 


SECTION THE SECOND. 


French nadfiB, 491. 733. 

°® cei 9 » 4 ^ 3 > 486* 4 ® 7 * SSS- 55 6 - 

.§ 95 - 7 ^ 3 - • 

pfi5mers,4J&'.4s8.465. 503.334.538. 
■ fog. 704. 7a|; Taj. 726. 
renters, 496. 54^* V 
reprefeiWatives, 71;. ■ 

fettlements, 725. 7216. 
dnP 9 * 395 - 4 » 5 - 433 - 49 '- 6 88. 693. 
694. 

fquadron, 368. 498. $07. ju. 512. 
S* 3 - 514. s»s- S24. 325. 327. 533. 
535- 575- 58a- 6*3- 614. 621. 653. 
637. 660. 693. 694. 693. 723. 738. 
territory, 624. 
tradang-houfe, 554, 
volunteers, 604. 607. 608. 629. 640. 
Pryor's Hood, the N. E. headland of the ijland 
of Ceylon, 507. 310. 

Fumel, vifcount, a French commander, 500. 
509. 316. 317. 330. 533. 

Gadameotah, a fort, 679. 

GaBapool, a village in the northern provinces, 
377 - 37 «- 
Gongadaram^ 504. 

Gasyam, 493, 534. 335. 536. 337. 338. 360. 

582. 616. 

Germany, 734- 

Gmgee, 367. 44a 590. 591. 396. 603. 603. 

616. 624. 625. 626. 636. 640. 643. 648. 

•649. 650. 651. 652. 633. 654. 656. 637. 

658. 666. 679. 684. 686. 687. 691. 692. 

693. 693. 696. 698. 699. 703. 713. 723. 

728. 733. 

Godaveri, a river, 383. 472. 473. 474. 482. 

Gopaulhar^, a^forattoe officer, 424. 

Gopaul Row, 464. 465. 469. 494. 495. 
Gordon) major Robert, 5r8. 519. 320. 521. 

•323. 624. 6d6. 628. 666. 669. 
071. 672. 

major William, 666. 668. 670. 
GoSBemot of Pondicherry, 63 g. 

Grafton, an Eogfilh man of war, 368. 512. 
513. 514. 513 7«i. 

Grantham, an EngjHh Baft India fbip, 311. 
captain, 408. 

Gfcvt, at Ferhi Dally cseeofed there, 736. 
Grey, K©, Englilh rfiftfent at Cutrack, 355. 
Gartler, capt. 438. 


Hanover battery, Pondicherry , 714.716. 717. 718. 
719. 

Hardwicke, a company’s flop, 375. 383. 474, 
479. 480. 484. 490. 491. 556. 

Harlem, a Dutch Ihip, 374. 400. 408. 423. 

426. 428. 429. 433. 491. 336. 616. 

Haifefl Ally, 601. 

Hermione, a French fhip, 688. 689. 694. 711. 
Heron, colonel, 562. 

Highland regiment, 659. 671. 726. 

Hiflop, captain, 438. 714. 

Hodges, Mr. chief of Teliicherry, 728. 
Hopkins, lieiit. 433. 

Horne, lieut. 336. 537. 398. 6or. 

Horfe, 300 French Europeans, excellently 
mounted and difciplined, the greatell num¬ 
ber which had hitherto appeared together in 
India, 383. 386. 

Hume, captain, 393. 458. 

Hunter, cnfign, 471. 

Humerman, ferjeant, 499. 300. 301. ; enfign, 
536. 

HulTan Ally, 598. 

Huflein Cawn, 466. 467. 468. 639. 

Hufley, captain, "594. 

Hyderabad, 476. 492. 493. 504. 662. 
Hyderally the Myfore genera], 468. 636. 637. 
638. 639. 642. 677. 678. 679. 683. 686. 
695. 713. 

Hyderjung, 475. 382. 


Jackfon, Mr. firft lieutenant of the Tyger, 313. 
Jangolam, a village on the bank of the Pa~ 
liar, 573. 

Jemaul Saheb, 396. 397. 411. 

Jemidars, 610. 612. 634. 730. 

Jefuits, 374. 660. 663. 708. 719. 733. 

Jefuils church, in the village of Qulgarry, 665. 
Jefus, company of, 660. 

IUuftre, a French 11 )ip of War, 512. 513. 314. 
Hoor, a fort on the Caveri, 674. 

India, 386. 402. 459. 481. 499. 530. 563. 
631.637.630. 659. 686. 726. 733. 
734 - 735 - 739 - 

battalion, 390. 391. 392. 329. 374. 
582. 587. 588. 660. 661. '663. 671. 


hills and wilds, 568. 

Indiatnen, 534. 

Indian corn jitlds, 378. 3 79. 
forces, 490. 
konfes, 390. 

Indians, 302. 601. 

bgertan, 




SECTION THE SECOND. 


Elfer, lieutenant, 651. 652; 

Elnvanafore, 398. 399. 494. 499. 500. 637. 698. 
699. 

Elizabeth, an-EngUfli tnsn of war, 512. 513. 

5'y 7”- •* 

Elliot, lieutenant. 394, 471. 

Ehre , othenvife called Yohae, S. W. of Rajah 
mnndrnm, 474. 475.476. 480. 

England, 368. 371. 462. 463. 503. 507. 510. 
604. 631. 632. 642. 649. 651. 653. 659. 
663.694. 695. 717. 724. 725. 727. 73 s - 
Englifli, 437. ..41. 464. 465.491. 720. 726. 
'737.738.739. 
admiral. 708. 71 r. 724. 
affairs, 556. 560. 561. 
armv, 374- 375- 3A 377- 378- 379- 
380. 381. 382. 383. 3S4. 385. 38 
388. 389. 390. 391. 392. 393. 39 
. 402. 406. 408. 41c. 421. 43'- 44 
459. 462. 463. 466. 467. 468. 46 
470. 472. 473. 474. 475. 476. 47 
479. 480. 482. 483. 489. 490. 49 
493. 494. 495. 497. 498. 500. 50 
504. 505. 506. 516. 5 r 7‘ 522- 5 2 
52S. 529. 530. 531. 533. 537. 54 
544- 549 546. 549- 55°- 5<3 55 
554- 559- ;60. 565. 572. 575. 57 
577- 578. 579- S 8 i- 582- 583. 58 
588. 589. 600. 601. 602. 603. 6c 
605. 6;o. 616. 619. 623. 625. 62 
628. 629. 634. 65t (. 636. 642. 64 
644. 645. 647. 648. 649. 651. 652 
654.655. 656. 657. 659. 663. 666 
667 672. 677. 678. 681. 683. 690 
692.695. 703. 710. 713. 717. 720 
721. 722. 723. 724. 728. 730. 
iu Bengal, 508. 556. 

! camp, 471. 573. 574. 589. 627. 64;. 

646. 648. 657. 658. 659. 66 j. 662. 
665.666. 696. 70? 714. 
in the Carnatic, 468. 469. 526. 532. 
533- 538. 547- 549- 557- 5<”- 565. 
566. C7I. $74. $92. 6O3. 638. 64. 
69c. 704. 706. 707. 715. 

Chief, 557. 

colours, 425. 649. 678. 723. 
diftrifts, 464. 574. 

Eali India company, 724^726. 
faftories, 468. 474. 557. 596.,693. 

. flag, 7»i- m> 

garrif 11s, 602. 

govGjmrieut, 371. 438. 528. 737. 
governor of M„dra6,4j6. 

.. . '.Eofpital, 410. 


Englifli mountain, near Girgee, 729. 730. 
poffeffions, 376. 
pods, 700. 723. 
prifoners, 397. 503. 
redoubt, 660. 661. 
reJident, 555. 
fettlemcntr, 554. 
lbips, 425. 510. 560. 727- 
fipiadron, 368. 369. 371. 406. 499. 

507. 510. 51;. 512. 513. 514. 513. 

524. 525. 533. 535. 556. 562. 565. 

604. 615. 617. 624. 630. 6ji. 633. 

634. 635.643. 655. 656. 657. 659. 

688. 691. 710. 711. .724. 725. 726, 

re¬ 

flations, 555. 

fort, at T'ixagapatani, 481. 
women, 406. 409. 

Eftevan, a crazy,.bufy Jel’uit, 438. 574. 

Etiaporum, 467. 56;. 563. 706. 

Europe,, 511. 527.613. 727. 728. 731. 733. 

European deferter, 678. 

inhabitants, 602. 624. 635. 

mariners, 659. 

nations in Bengal, 720- 

veflcls, 614. 

Europeans, Englifh, 369. 372. 375. 377. 378.' 

379. 381. 384. 387. 388. 3S9. 

296. 35,7. 398. 401. 407. 408. 

411. 414. 415. 416. 417. 418. 

419. 42 u 422. 423. 427. 4-8. 

429. 431. 433. 434. 435. 436. 

442. 445. 447. 449. 450. 451. 

45 2 - 453- 453- 45 6 - 4?/- 45 s - 

461. 462. 465. 477. 479. 480. 

481. 484. 485. 4S9. 495. 407. 

499.- 501. 502. 503. 505. 506. 

507. 508. 510. 515. jig. 521. 

523. 527. 53r. 534. 535. 536. 


604. 607. 608. 609. 61c. on 
614. 615. 62;. 622. 623. 627 
628. 629. 630. 632. 633. .634 

639. 641. 642. 645. 649. 05c 

651. 653. 654. 6 :6. 659. 66c 

663. 666. 668. 669. 671. 672 

673. 675. 6 76. 677. 680. 6S.-> 

683. 687. 693. 696. 697. 693 

704. 710. 713. 717. 718. 726 

7*7- 738. 1 
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uropeans, French, 272. 377. 

381. 382. 383. 
388. 396. 397. 
407. 408. 415. 
444 ' 447 - 454 - 
463. 470. 474. 
486. 489. 491. 
499. 50*. 501. 
5 ® 5 - S 27 - 533 - 
541. 542. 544. 
548. 449. 551. 
557 - 558 - 56°- 
574 - 575 - 578 . 
588. 589. 590. 
597. 598. 600. 
606. 609. 610. 
626. 628. 629. 
635. 640. 641. 
649. 6;o. 6 s2. 
680. 682. 683. 
690. 691. 692. 
704. 715. 7^4- 


378.379.380. 
38;. 386.387. 
398.399.4°> 
430.431.443 
456.459.462 
475.477.480 
493. 494. 497" 
504. 5 i v>. 517 
535 - 539 - 54 ° 
545. S 4 < 3 . 547 
554 - 555 ' 55* 
57 '- 57 ®- 573 
581. 582. 583 
491. 


595 

_ _ . 6O3. 605 

63 r. 633. 634. 

642. 644. 645 

643. 647 - 663- 
684. 686. 689. 
697. 698. 699. 


729 - 


in general, 402. 733. 
Expedition, a French frigate, 375. 


n of w 


709. 


Fifcher, captain, 4S5. 487. 488. 489. 558. 

Fitzgerald, lieutenant, 633. 

Fitzpatrick, lietit. 421. 

Fletcher, captain Robert, 692. 698. 702. 
lieutenant, 538. 439. 

Ford, col. 37;. 376. 377. 378. 379. 380. 
382. 383. 400. 462. 472. 473. 474. 
476. 479. 481. 482. 483. 484. 487. 
490. 4gr. 492. 493. 504. 557. 558. 
Fort St. David, 368. 398. 495. 497. 511. 
633-634-6+2- 737 - 

Dauphin-Karical, 6)8. 619. 621. 
Delhi, on Mtuni-Delhi, 732. 

St. George, 385. 401. 402. 403. 404. 
425. 678. 

Louis, citadel of Tondicherry, 720. 
at Rajahmumhum, 383. 

Fortune, a French fltip of war, 512. 513. 
Foul point, in the ifland of Mailagafcar, 

Frmee, 370. 402. 498. 511. 527. 636. 

642. 694. 695. 708. 720. 721. 726. 
^ 7 &S- 737 - 739 - ^ 

Free company, French, 64a. 084. 


Freidtman, capt. 4 jB. •*'**- ' 

Frenchaffairs, 734. . 

agents, 549. 697, 7«B. 
army, 367. 373. 374- S 7 S- 976 - 

378. 370. 380. 381. 382. 383- 984. 
-383. 386. 387. 388. 389. 390. 391. 
392. 394. 395. 400. 401. 40*. 405s 
406) 407. 409. 41c. 434. 425. 437. 
443 - 444 - 453 - 458 - 459 - 46 <- 4 6 3 - 
464. 465. 468. 469. 470. 472. 473. 
474. 475. 476. 477* 479. 480- 481* 
482. 483.490. 491. 492. 493. 494. 
495. 496. 497. 498. 499. 500. 501. 

504- 5 ° 5 ' 5° 6 5 ° 9 - 5 ' 6 - S' 7 - 5 > 8 ’ 
5 = 6 . 533 - 535 - 538 . 54 1 - 543 - 544 - 
545 - 546 . 547 - 548 . 549 - 55 ®- 553 - 
554 - 555 - SS*. 557 - 559 - 5 &>- 57 >• 
57 ®- 573 - 574 - 576. 577. 578. 579. 
580. s gi. 582. 584- 568. 589. 590. 
596. 597- 598 599- 600. 601. 604. 

(iOJ. 6C>6. 6lO. 6|I. 615. 6^5, 626. 

628. 629. 630. 632. 633. 634. 636. 
637. 640.641.642. 643. 643. 646. 
647. 648. 649. 650. 651. 653. 634. 
63;. 636. 658. 667. 671. 679. 683. 
684. 686. 691. 692. 695. 696. 699. 
703. 708. 713. 720. 721. 723. 729. 

camp, 400. 469. 571. 377. 578. 579. 
580. 581. 642. 

.in the Carnatic, 371. 373. 438. 439. 
467. 532. 533. 538 - 546- 547 - 554 - 
556. $66. 571. 576. 392. 603. 023. 
624. 623. 638. 639. 677. 686. 693. 
720. 721. 
colours, 490. 616. 

company, 370. 635. 681. 693. 694. 

713. 727. 728. 736. 
company’s domains, 638. 
company’s fervants, Pondicherry, 633. 
636. 

deferters, 604. 

difirias, 413. 464. 493. 499. 625. 631. 
faffory, 474. 475. 356. 337. 
garrifons, 368. 623. 733. 
government, 400. 464. 469. 335. 537, 
544. 614. 629. 64a. 694. 
hoftageo, 438. 
hufTats, 5JJ, 

in India, 399. 43B. 439. J$o. 733; 
inhabitants, 618. 665. 
king and mlniftry, 323. 326. 
language, 345. Freo h 
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Maceuire, Mf'.-'paymafter to the army, 382. 
Maclean, captain, 477. 48;. 487. 

Macmahon, enfign, 595. 682.683. 

Macoas, blacks who roxvthe Mafloolas, 617. 
Madagafcar, ijland, 511. 6g^ 60 J. 711. 
Madapollam, 376. v 

Madrafs, 371. 372. 373. 374. 3)6. 383. 384. 

383. 388. 399. 400. 415. 424. 425- 
434- 437- 438. 439- 443- 454- 45 8 - 
459. 461. 463. 464. 465. 466. 468. 
469. 470. 472. 473. 474. 477. 493. 
494- 497-49 8 - ?° 2 - 5°3- 5°4- ?°6- 
508. 309.310. 311. 515.325.528. 
532. S34-539-S4I- SH- 549- 55°. 
552- S60. 563. 566. 574. 575. 576. 
589. 590. 592. 594. 599. 603. 604. 
ot2. 614. 615. 616.617. 618. 623. 
624. 625. 629. 633. 638. 644. 647. 
649. 650. 653. 654. 655. 663.666. 
678. 679. 6S7. 690. 698.700. 703. 
708. 711. 714. 716. 720. 722.723. 
724- 72J- 726- 728. 733. 734. 737. 
gate, 717. 

Madrafs prefidtncy, 368. 369. 371. 372. 3S4. 
385. 388. 419. 457.462. 463. 464.465. 468. 
493.494.497.502.503.507. 510. 515. 539. 
541. 550. 563. 564.574.603. 614. 615. 616. 
624. 629. 633. 643.649. 654. 663.666. 673. 
679.684. 686. 706. 707. 724.725. 726. 727. 
738. 

Madrafsredoubt, Pondicherry, 665.680.681. 683. 
road, 395-525. 

Madura, city, 467. 468. 496. 560. 561. 562. 
563. 569. 

country, 467. 468.496.499. 534. 562. 
567. 568. 569. 638. 6;g. 650. 672. 
673. 678. 679.686. 687. 704. 705. 
fort, 560. 568. 569. 

Make, on the Coaft of Malabar, 695. 725. 727. 
728. 732. 

Mahomedally, 531. 544. 566. 685. 722. 
Mahomed Ally Cawn, 721. 

Huflein, 475. 

Mahoraedan princes, 601. 

Mahomedans, 502. 601. 

Mahomed Jfloof, 369. 373. 374. 375. 383. 398. 
399.400. 401.402.406. 407. 408. 414. 424. 
425.429. 430. 434.438.440. 44a. 445. 459. 
461.462.466.467.468. 471.472. 494- 495- 
496. 534. 560. 561. 562. 563. 564. 565. 566. 
5P7- S<(9‘ <5?S- 632. 639. 6jo. 672. 705. 706. 
707. 

Mainville, a French commander, 524, 

Vot.II. 


HE SECOND. 

Malabar, coaft, 441. 468. 533. 643. 69;. 706, 
717.732. 

Malabars, 599. 602. 624. 636. 

Mahmoudi, a village near Pondicherry, 637. 
Malays, 507. 

Maliaver, or king, 564. 

Malrawzt's wood, N, W. of Madrafs, 425. 
Manapar, S. E. of Tinivelly, 726. 

Manoor, 612. 624. 6 -6. 

Manour , near Pomaail, 6 : o. 

Maphuze Khan, 467. 4:5. 332. 562. 561. 564. 

566. 632. 650. 687. 705. 707. 

Marmeloug, a village, 443. 447. 

Martins, tw : o French officers, 640.652. 633.624. 
Malkelyne’s garden, N. W. of fort St. ( 


4 1 -J. 

lalloolnlis, 384. 426. 4:8. 6:6. 6 7. 69". 703. 
Mafulipatam, 374. 3S3. 462. 472. 475. 474. 475 - 
476.477. 470. 481.48/. 4^3.484. 490. 4 11. 
492. 493. 503. 5 c 4 . 508. 534.554- SS5- 55 7 • 

558. 559. 596. 737. 

Machifoh, captain of the Falmouth, 617. 
Matlaver, a Polygar, 502. 506. 508. 

Mattalmy, fort, 732. 

Mauritius, 372. 401. 693. 694. 695. 72 r. 
Medway, an Engtilh man of war, 659. 709. 
Meliapore Tank , a large body of water, 386. 387. 
Meredith, enfign, 553. 654. 

Mogui, 616. 

Michie, captain of the Newcaftle, 515. 

Minns, lieutenant, 523. 

Minotaur, a French lliip of war, 512. 514. 
Mogbeny, 555. 

Mo/imy,Jon and wood, 554. 

Mollitore, captain, 489. 

Mongalpaddy, a village in the diflrifls of Arie- 
lore, 440. 

Monfon, colonel, 470. 497.501. 506. 516. 518. 
519, 521. 522. 523. 543. 586. 59a. 612, 

613. 615. 616. 617. 621. 623. 624. 629. 

630. 631. 632. 644. 650. 651. 652. 653. 

659. 663. 665. 666. 667. 668. 669. 670. 

671. 679. 704. 

Moonfoons, 375. 509. 527. 533. 534.656. 657. 
Moore, captain, 515. 531. 546. 548. 549,' 
major, 641. 643. 644. 645. 

Moorifli horfe, 424. 

Moracin, Mr. of the council, Pondicherry, 567. 
371. 372. 424. 554. 555. 556. 557. 5:8. 

559. 616. 719. 723. 734. 

Moran, captain, 465. 

Morarirow, 373. 549. 530. 

Morattoes, 373. 424. 464. 46S. 469. 490. 4 
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557. 

Im-hl-, captain Nathaniel, t-f the Slnftelbnry 
bail (inhuman, 42;. .426. 456. 452. 

Tunis Khan, 549. 554, 571. Jyo. 591. 
Johnilone, Mr. the comtnifl'iry, 375. 376. 382. 
483. 

Ifl /, the, near Fort St. George, 3S5. 387. 

Bow bon, J51 1. 694. 72H. 
of France, <fO. 51:. 693. 694. 

IiToof Khan, 561. 

jufjg.ipcttyr.uize, a relation of Amuulerauze, 
557 - 5 <8- 5 59 - , 

JnnibcihJptct, pagoda, 600. 

Izer, captain,,58.?. 

KaJ.-ifhi, the .principal-town of Damerla Ven- 
ketappah, 52.8. 531. 532.533. 

KaricaU 46c;. 496. 499. 535.613. $14.615.616. 

617. 618. 620. 621. 629. 630. 031- 
635.673.704,738. 
fort, 6 18. 

Kdlidars, 367., 368. -493. 501. 509. 521. 543. 

544. 603. 605. 607. 6to. 725. 

Kennedy, colonel, 438. 

Kilhnore, 6240625* 676. £$3* 

King (French) 525. 526.'734. .73;. 736. 

or Maliaver, of .Travancere, 564. 565. 
566. 706. . 

of Myfore, 636..63 7. 67S. 679. 68,5.686. 
.695.705.707.' 

of Tanjore, 374 ,; 38 +-.- 437 - 438. 439. 
465. 507. 550. 601.603. 61 j. 620. 677. 

■ -725- . 

lting-’o artillery-men, 458. 
prerogative, 724. 

: regiments, 590. 

(hips, 659. 
troops, 458. 7:5. 

Kircher, lieutenant, 652. 653. 

Kiflnarow, a keliidar, 398. 399. 4 +°- -'. 93 - 494 - 
495. 496.499. 500. 501. 625. 626.630. 632. 
639.640.643.645. 

Knox, captain, 381. 382- 475 - + 84 - 4 8 5 - 


La five, ferjeant-major of the grenadiers of 
Lorrain, 529 530.' 

Luke, near Flore, 476. 477. 

Lalhpet, a town, N. W. of Arcot, 424. 508. 
Lalliput, 591. 

Lallv, Mr. 36;. 368. 369. 372. 375. 383. 384. 

387- 394 - 399 - . 4 ° 2 - 4 ° 7 - 4 *°- 43 °- 
43 >- 43 S- 443 - 444 ' 453 - 454 - 


455- 4j6- 454% 46«. 

464. 469. 47gs> 49S- 

49 6 - 497- ,4# 49^.7516. 525. 
526. 527. «o. 535.-558. 539. 
548, 5^9. 550. 552.6553. 554. 
563. 571. 572. 573. 574- 

575. 576. 577- 5 3 '- 5®3- 584- 
5S5. 586. 587. 590. 592. 596. 
597, 599. 602. 603. 605. 609. 
626. 627. 631. 633. 635. 636. 
<537. 638. 641. 642. 643- 644. 
645. 6+7. 649. 658. 659. 660. 
662. 683, 685. 690. 693. 695. 
696. 69?. 699. 700. 703. 704. 
707. 708. 711. 7'2- 7 1 3- 7H- 
716. 720. 721. 712. 723. 726. 
734- 735- 736- 737- 73»- 
Laliy’s battery. Fort St. George, 405. 408. 409. 

410. 412. 413. 415. 416. 417. 418. 
419 427. 428. 43+. 435- 43 6 - 44 8 - 
450. 452. 455. 

regiment, 390. 392. 393. 394- 4°5- 
509. 529. 538. 545- 5 74- 5 82 - 585. 
58S/660. 661. 662. 663. 665. 668. 
670. 703. 722. 727. . 

Lambert, an aflive adventurer, y 4. 384. 387. 

399. 406. 407; -440; 468. 493. 494. 
Lancemeh, 568. 

Lances, the arms of the Collerics, 568. 

Lang, iieut. 422.. , . 3 

Lafcars, 369. 423. 446. 449. 447- 604. 615. 

621. 659. 710. 713. 717. 7t$. 719- 733- 
Latour, lieutenant, 523.. . 17 , f5 ■ V ■ 
Lavaw, fuperior of th6.Jefui$s, :7c8. 719. 721. 

734- 735- 
Law, Mr. 662. .. 

Lawrence, col. 372.' 373. 384. 385. 386. 587= 
388. 441. 457. 462.-4.63. 5*4 534- 
Lawrence’s b*. ft ion, Fort Sf. Qemgc, 42,3* 

garden hetfe, 441. 442. 444. 445., , 
Lenox, an Lnghfli man of war, flit. 

Liverpool, an Engliih flhp, 711.' 

Lorrain battery. Fart .St, George, 405. 409. 410. 

416. 418, 423. 433. 434- 448- 45°- 
452. ■■■■••• ' > * - 

regiment, 390. 391. 392. 405. 516. 
528. 529. 573. 574. 581. 582. 584. 
58;. 587. 588. 6g2.,66o. 661. 662. 
663. 665.668. 670.’t-8o 72a. 727. . 
Louet, Mr. governor of Mahe r 727. 728. 

Macgregor, commanding officer at Gingee, 
728.73}. „ 

1 Macqwre* 
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X T O 

Nabob of Cudapah, 54?. 
Nabobfliip, ;6C. 


rrr.i.rnmcnt, 566. 

hnrKj'jO. 501. 536. 539. 54O. jjt. 
revenues, 649. 


. 659. 640. 
648. 649. 
647- 65S. 
[. 685. 607. 


63.. 


• 6 3-- 


6 -g- f’3°- 
654. 67a. 
704. 705. 


679. 605. 007. 094. 700. 

714 - 715 - 725 - 7 2t> - 
of Arcot: brother, 404. 494. 
of Arcoi s palace, 54b. 
of Arcot s troops, 3S9. 535. 616. 631 

of Arcot s wife, 438. 439, 
of the Carnatic, 526. 


on the GiJimtri, a74- 475. 479. 

■ m . 4(7. 56c. 562. 659. 70;. 
iLullj, brother 1 to the Nabob of Arcot, 
r, 4:4- 4'A<- J03- 5°4- 5°S- S°9- S 2 7‘ 

346. 723. 

«'«*» 369- 39 6 - 433 - 436. 439 ' 4 ‘A ;0J. 

507. jto. 535. 614. 711. 712. 
W, 524. 525. 
iVe/t jerum, fort, 732. 733. 

Istlktangavilk , 565. 567. 569. 705. 706. 7O7. 
JVifrr, 367. 371. 424. 463. 503. 504. 509. 
527. 531. 546. 723. 

Nt wcaftie, an Englifti fliip of war, 513. 515, 

5 r s- 709- 

Niamm.z village, 553. 

Nizamally, 473- 47 6 - 49 1 - 49 2 - 493- S°4* 

526. 532. 547. 

N;2amalimiluck, 532. 

K.'zanr.irtttam, 492. 

Norfolk, an Englifh fliip of war, 643. 703. 708. 


O’Kenelly, colonel, 54;, 

O’Kennedy, colonel, 607. 608. 609. 

Ottfc/e, 509. 

Orixa, 555. 560. 

Oulgarry, a village near Pondicherry, 645. 64.6. 
661. 662. 665. 666. 667. 668. 6ji. 687. 
710. 713. 719. 

Outamaly, 567. 

Outatoor, 398. 536. 538. 539. See Utabdr. 
OutramaLre, 469. SI 6. 538. 575. 576. 577. 
590. 591. 604. 

Pagtho 
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• 5°3' 

h i- *5 ft'- 573- 59?- 59 s - 599- Gor. 
632* ;<v. 

Palamcotah, 467. 468.''495. j6o. 561. 567. 568. 
Paliacate, 429. 454. 

Paliar, a river, 372. 374. ^84. 399. 413. 
469. 494. 498. 53S- 537- ft 8 - 540- 55°- 
553- 17'- 57*- 573- 574- 575- S7 6 * 59©- 
591. 658. 695. 737. 

Palmyra, ftockade, 451. 

Panar, river, 633. 634. 642. 684. 687. 691. 
697. 698. 

Tandarums, foot plunderers, 571. 

Panther, an Englifh man of war, 643. 709. 
Papantanguel , a town, 549. 572. 

Paris, 734. 

Parliament of Paris, 735. 

Parfie. a village, 517. 

PafcaII, captain, 394. 457. 

Paupa Braminy’s Choultry* 462. 4^9. 

Peddipore, a fort, 377. 383. 400. 472. 473. 474. 

475- 557- 
Peers, major, 728. 

Pellot, Mr. of the parliament of Paris, 737: 
Penamalee, a mud fort, 659. 

Pamar, river, 504. 509. $27. 533. 

Peons, 374. 399. 564. 672. 673. 679. 706. 
Peiimbe, a hill, near Pondicherry, 610. 61 1. 612. 
632. 641. 642. 643. 644. 645. 646. 647. 
650. 653. 654. 656. 658. 665. 672. 688. 
Permacoil, a fortified rock, 605. 606. 610. 612. 

613. 624. 635- 636. 644. 651. 652. 

Perfia, 415. 

gulph of, 693. 

Peitahs, or towns, 478.479. Ji6. 317- 
Figot, Mr. governor of .Fort St. George, 388. 
399. 400. 401. 415. 429. 434. 457. 592. 
654. 656. 700. 714. 7x8. 720. 724. 726. 

PigoPs baftion, Fort St. George, 409. 410. 

423. 427. 

Pitans, 548. 

Pitchandah, a fortified Pagoda, on the bank of] 
the Coleroon, 539. 597. 600. 

Pitt, the company’s Ihip, 50 guns, 368. 

PlaJdy, 5°3- 59°- 

Pccock, Admiral, 368. 369. 371. 395. 419. 
507. 5JO. 512. 513. 524. 525. 533- 534- 
604. 031. 

Poets, Qbevalier, 558. 559. 560. 382. 585. 
Point Pedros, 511. ; 

Pfllier, Major, 393. 394. 395- 49& 437» 
PcJipire, a village, 372. 373. , ! 


: Pollams, 687. 

Pollore, fort, N. ofNelore, 509. 517. 

Polygars, 374. 384. 399. 430. 440. 463. 464. 

465. 467. 495. 502. 504. 505. 508. 509. 

527. 528. 531. 532. 561. 563. 564. 565. 

566. 600. 632. 639. 673. 684. 68;. 705. 

706. 707. 725. , 

Pbndamalh'e,, 424. 464. 498. 574. See Pon- 
dotnalee. 

Pmdi, a village, near Tanjore, 439. 

Pondicherry, 368. 370. 372. 374. 375. 397. 

399. 400. 415. 419. 424. 426. 
433- 43*5. 45 r - 45^- 453- 4S°- 
458. 459, 462. 464. 465. 466. 
468. 469. 470. 474. 489. 491. 
494. 495. 496. 497. 498. 499. 
503. 507. 509. 510. 515. 517- 
S24. 525- 5*6. 527. S30. S3r- 
533- 534- 535- 537- 538. S49- 
55°- 556. 557- 558- 56'- 566- 
574- 577- 59°- 59*- 595- 59^- 
597- 599- 601. 602. 603. 604. 
605. 610. 6t2. 613. 614. 613. 
616. 619. 62r. 622. 624. 626. 
627. 631. 635. 636. 637. 638. 
639. 640. 641. 642. 643. 644. 
646. 651. 652. 653. 654. 655. 
656. 637. 658. 659. 663. 665. 
678. 681. 684. 683. 636. 687. 
688. 691. 692. 693. 694. 693. 
697. 698. 700. 703. 704. 707. 
708. 709. 710. 711. 712. 715. 
716. 720. 721. 722. 723. 724. 
725. 726, 727. 731. 732. 734. 
735. 736. 737- 738. 739- 

boundhedge, 665. 

Pondomalee, 373. 384. 388. 49S. See Pon- 
damallee. 
mi, 494. 

Portugueie company, 660. 661. 

monk, 637. 

Presidencies, 503. 726. 

Prefidency of Bengal, 493, 558. 650. 

of Madrafs, 363. 369. jyr. 372. 
383. 385. 388. 419. 457. 462. 
463. 464. 465. 468. 403. 494. 
497. 502. 503. 507. 510. 513. 
539. 541. 550. 563. 564. 574. 
603. 614, 615. 616. 624. 629, 
633. 643. 649. 634. 663. 666. 
673. 679. 684. 686. 706. 707. 
724. 723. 726. 727- 73«- A 

Preflon, 

5 C 2 






INDEX TO 


Vi-rlton, dipt. 372. 305. 398. 399. 402- 4° 6 ' 

407. 4 a8. 414. 4!;. 424. 419. 430. 431. 

434- 436. 44°- 45 8 - 4 fi 2. 469. 515. 519. 

5'20. 521. 542. 6oi. 654- 656. 657. 659. 

679. 6^4- 687. 691. 692. 696. 698. 699. 

703. 704. 715. 725. 731. 

Protertor, lire Hiip, 51a. 703. 709. 

Pudu otah, a mud fort on the Cavcri, 673. 6744 


inghfli fliip of war, 512. 


490. 491. 49*. 493. 50^526. 532. 3S4- 

737- 

Sahnvauk, 372. 399. 538; 

Salifbury, man of war, $12, 513. 514. 515. 6jr. 
<534- 697- 7J »• 

SamelCcta/i, a fort, 557. 558. 559. 

SavMUeram, 539. 540. J S I. JJ2. 59?. 598. 

Sampetrow, 531. 532. 548. 

Samfon, captain of the Hardwicke, 490, 556. 

5S7- 

Sand ijland, PenJhtm ry, 701. 712. 

Sangam, a town on the Pcnnar, 527. 

Saubinet, Mr. 367. 373. 394- 
Scot, Major, 671. 

. Seid Muftoon, the nabob’s agent at Tanjore, 
Sepoys, Englifli, 3C8. 369. 372. 373. 374. 


657. 684. 687. 691. 602. 698. 703. 
Ped-hill, a large collection of fand hilts, near 
Pondicnerrv, 6to. 6r j. 626. 627.629. 644. 
646. 64.7. 6 c 2. 6c3- 657. 658. 660. 666. 
672. 688. 710. 

Revenge, an Englifli man of war, 510. 334. 
Rheddps. 465. 466. 467. 

PHhmnr.ib.m. a tort. N. E. of Elavannfm, 699. 


Pcjal baflim, Fort Si. George, 405. 409. 


Saint Denys, a French officer, 463. 

Louis, a French fliip of war, 512. 513. 
Salabadjing, 474. 475. 476. 48;. 482. 483. 
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FilUfartm, 399. 44.0. 624.625.626. 633. 640. 
641. 692. 698. 

ViUenore , a /ort near fhe Red Hill, 399.61c. 

61 j. 612. 627. 628. 629- 636. 638- 
644. 64;. 646. 644 648. 649. 652. 
653. 654. 656. 661. 662. 61,9. 710. 
720. 

Ttdouhu bocn i hedge, Pzndlclicrry., 665. 
666. 667. 670. 671. 716. 719. 722. 
Vipam, a village, ;8g. 429. 420. 431. 
Vizagapatam- 375'. 376. 377- 383- 4°°- 47*- 
, 473- 474- 4 Sl - 554- 5<^- SlA 
Vizcramrauze, 492. 554. 

Vituanagarum, tile capital of Ammdtrauze, 4S1. 
554- 559- 

Vizvazypi'nt, a Morattoe officer, 685.695.703. 
704. 708.714. 715. 

Vtlcmdah, 440. 499 509 516. 53;. 599. 615. 

616. 620. 621. 625. 626. 639. 663. 704, 

Voltaire, Mr. 737. 
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513-5’4- S’S- 


Weymouth, m 
711. 

7ilcox, enfign, 502. 505, 506. 508. 

7ood, captain, 508. 546. 548. 5«. 592. 593. 
624.625.626. 

IVwdt and meuntaim of BangSflflplarr'i Naigue, 
, 37 1 - 


?e Elore, 474. 
7- 

,7,474. 


Yarmouth, an Englifh man of war, J12. 513, 
514 515. 6 3I . 

orke, captain, 280. 484. 485. 486. 487. 559. 
560. 

I York, an Englifh fhip, 711. 

Zemindar of Narfipore, 475.479. 

Zemindars, or landholders, 482. 

Zodiaque, a French fhip of war, 512, 513. 514, 
Zulfacar Jung, 504. 587. 590. 592. 616, 



